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ABSTRACT 


The study of campaign issues in twenty-nine provincial general 
elections from 1870 to 1969 constitutes a unique political history of 
the province of Manitoba, Primarily through the use of newspaper 
microfilm an attempt has been made to describe as many of the issues 
as provide a well-rounded picture of each campaign. Both major and 
minor, province-wide and local issues are set forth with every attempt 
to provide the most cogent arguments on each issue with ample illus- 
tration from the actual candidates and other spokesmen in each campaign. 


The issues are classified in categories of area, extent and 
scope; nature, kind or style; and “time.” A summary of the issues in 
each election campaign is listed following each campaign description, 


Each campaign history is also accompanied by supplementary 
data previously unavailable in any other single source, and includes 
names of parties, party leaders, number of candidates competing, and 
complete election returns including seats won, and popular vote figures. 
Occasional regional, ethnic and urban-rural comparisons of election 


results are also interspersed throughout the study, 


In a concluding section a modest attempt is made to indicate 
some patterns emerging from the sweep of Manitoba provincial election 
issues. The concluding conments describe the nature of both short- 
lived and perennial issues in Manitoba. A series of graphs portray the 
interrelationships of major perennial issues and other campaign issues 
and social conditions. The importance of election issues to the 
development of party ideologies and the "Red Tory" phenomenon is also 
discussed as well as the utility of the study for future theoretical 


research. 
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Manitoba became a province of Canada on July 15, 1870, but 
what most Canadians don't know, and what many scholars have forgotten, 
is that for many weeks after the above date the infant province 
remained almost entirely in the hands of Louis Riel'’s “rebels.” It was 
a colorful beginning to the political history of a province which is 
usually considered sober and stolid. It would be gratifying, indeed, if 
the following examination of the election issues of provincial campaigns 
in Manitoba, which began with the very question of “loyalty" to Canada, 
were to capture something of the romance and upheavals of the province's 
electoral story and so reshape this myth of uneventful sobriety, 


The Nature of the Study and Its Context. 


This dissertation is an attempt to carefully collect, examine, 
and to some extent classify, the election issues in each of twenty-nine 
provincial general elections in Manitoba, from its inception as a pro- 
vince, through 1969. The study investigates an area of political pheno- 
mena which, rather ironically, has not often, if ever, been separated 
for any Canadian province in as complete a manner as will be attempted 
here. The dissertation is an attempt at original political history. 

It is not designed to be an analysis of issue formulation or causality, 
and it is only incidentally and peripherally concerned with tracing 
patterns in various controversies, and forms of voting behavior because 
of them. Essentially, the study attempts to pool together as much 
information about each and every one of the Manitoba provincial general 
elections as will provide an accurate portrait of the issues involved in 
each campaign. 


To be specific, the study explicates the major issues at the 
time of each election (i. e. generally, from the date of dissolution of 
the legislative assembly to the date of the election), In addition to a 
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careful documentation and description of each campaign and its issues, 
considerable care has been taken to augment the description with a com- 
pilation of the following supplementary data not presently obtainable 
from any other single source. 


(1) Dates of the campaign (dissolution of the house to election 
day). 


(2) Names of contesting political parties, party leaders, and 
numbers of competing candidates in each election. 


(3) Number and nature of constituencies to be contested. 


(4) Number of seats and percentage of total seats won by each 
party. 


(5) Total popular vote and percentage of popular vote obtained by 
each party. 


(6) Urban-rural and occasional regional differences in support of 
government and opposition parties by popular vote and seat 
totals and percentages. 


(7) Complete results for all provincial general elections. 


Many Canadian studies have taken up the discussion of election 
campaigns without concentrating on the issues per se of the campaign. : 
In the case of Manitoba several smaller and lesser known studies have 


1 The best known studies in Canada are likely those of John 

Meisel, The Canadian General Election of 1957 (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1962); “The June 1962 Election: Break Up of our Party 
System?” Queen's erly, LXIX (Autumn, 1962); and ed. Papers on the 
1962 Election (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1964). The inter- 
est in such studies has expanded enormously in the last decade so that 
not an election goes by without its analysts. For example: D. Peacock, 
Journey to Power: The Story of a Canadian Election, 1968 (Toronto: 
Ryerson Press, 1900) and M, Sullivan, Mandate "68, The Year of Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau (Toronto: Doubleday, 1968). John Meisel continues to 


conduct the most ambitious analyses, for example his "Some Bases of 
Party Support in the 1968 Election,” in Party Politics in Canada ed. 

by Hugh G. Thorburn (3rd ed.; Scarborough, Ont: Prentice-Hall of Can- 
ada Ltd., 1972), pp. 36-773 and “Howe, Hubris and 72: An Essay on Poli- 
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discussed the province's elections from the point of view of comple- 
menting a complete history of the social and/or political life of the 
region, é 


tical Elitism,” in The Canadian Political Process, ed. by Orest M. 
Kruhlak, Richard Schultz, and Sidney J. Pobihushchy. (Rev. ed.; Toronto: 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1973), pp. 201-225. There is a similar 
literature on various provincial campaigns although the bulk of such 
study still has to do with federal campaigns, not provincial. Further- 
more, most of these discussions are attempts to analyze all aspects of 
the campaign, and especially party platforms and voting behavior, 
Meisel's latest work does include his own candid interpretation of 
Trudeau “boldness and bungling,” but once again it is not meant as a 
careful recording of issues as they were seen by the participants at the 
time of the election. 


2 The most helpful studies (aside from general histories of the 
province) have been R. 0. MacFarlane, "Manitoba Politics and Parties 
After Confederation,” Canadian Historical Association Report, 1940, pp. 
45-55; and Chester Martin, "Political History of Manitoba, 1870-1912" in 
The Prairie Provinces, Vol. XIX of Canada and Its Provinces; A History 
of the Canadian People and Their Institutions, by One Hundred Associates, 
ed, by Adam Shortt and Arthur G. Doughty (23 vols.; Toronto: Glasgow 
Brook and Co., 1914), pp. 97-143. These two studies are, once again, 
political histories which move beyond campaigns and issues per se. They 
are also limited in terms of being only early history. However, they do 
offer accurate portrayals of many aspects of early campaign and election 
issue history. 

M. S. Donnelly, “The Story of the Manitoba Legislature,” Histori- 
cal and Scientific Society of Manitoba Papers, Series III, No. 12 (1957), 
29-38 is helpful along the same line although moving more towards general 
political history independent of election campaigns. M. S. Donnelly, 

The Government of Manitoba (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1963) 
is a basic source book for Manitoba politics. Its discussion of parties 
and issues constitutes several worthwhile chapters, particularly on the 
earlier "great issues": boundaries, disallowance of railway charters, 
separate schools, and the natural resources question. There is under- 
standably no systematic presentation of the issues of later campaigns. 

The most helpful general histories would include earlier works 
like Alexander Begg, History of the North West (3 vols.; Toronto: Hunter, 
Rose and Co., 1895). Begg is able to describe many of his contemporaries 
at the moment of their involvement in earlier campaigns, although, once 
again, there is little attempt to set forth systematically the actual 
issues at election time, 

In a class by itself is William L. Morton, Manitoba: A Histo 
(2nd ed.3; Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1967), which, although 
it makes no attempt to present each provincial election exhaustively, 
contains endless immeasurably helpful descriptions and reflections on 
various campaigns and important issues, Other very helpful general 
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Two unpublished theses have come closest to examining each 
election campaign in turn. John Holmes’ master's thesis on the first 
ten provincial campaigns is, however, designed to explain how elec- 
torale laws and boundaries influenced Manitoba politics generally. 

Roger Turenne's examination of the Franco-Manitoban's role in Mani- 

toba elections, while helpful on a number of issues, serves, essentially, 
as do so many contemporary studies, to focus principally on voting 
behavior, 3 


A recent and exhaustive study which comes closest to being 
comparable to the present one is J. Murray Beck's Pendulum of Powers 
Canada’s Federal Zlections published by Prentice-Hall in 1968, Beck 
admits that his book is not intended to be “sophisticated” or original 
in insight. What he wishes to do is to provide "a panoramic view" of 
the Canadian electoral process. He treats the formal campaign and im- 
portant events preceding dissolution with a view to determining some- 
thing of the “crucial factors in deciding...elections" while making 
some effort “to interpret the electoral behavior of each region or 
province, particularly Quebec." . Up to this point this dissertation 


histories include James A. Jackson, The Centennial History of Manitoba 
(Toronto; McClelland and Stewart, Ltd., 1970) and Margaret McWilliams, 
Manitoba Milestones (Toronto: J. M. Dent and Sons, 1928). 


3 John L. Holmes, “Factors Affecting Politics in Manitoba: A 
Study of Provincial Elections 1870-1899" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Uni- 
versity of Manitoba, 1936); and Roger Turenne, "The Minority and the 
Ballot Box: A Study of the Voting Behavior of the French-Canadians of 
Pecoinen 1888-1967" (unpublished H.A. thesis, University of Manitoba, 
1969). 


4% J. Murray Beck, Pendulum of Power: Canada’s Federal Elections 
(Scarborough, Ont.: Prentice-Hall of Canada, Ltd., 1963). See preface. 
Beck's book is also similar to this study in that he has compiled the 
same items of information, 1. e., the number of candidates for each party, 
seats and percentage of seats won, popular vote totals and percentages 
of popular vote achieved by each party. The present author had worked 
out the same system in 1967 in an unpublished study of election issues 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan, a year before the publication and appear- 
ance of Beck's book. It would appear our concerns are as similar as 
are our approaches, Larry J. Fisk, “The Provincial Election Issues of 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, 1905-1967" (unpublished paper, Queen‘’s Univer- 
sity, 1967). . 


er nisibesi wo sinter wo r 

TeaF? 643) fo’ toad? 2! ata ai ” 
epee on bint | 
YANO a eet ies what 

RL AL al ced on? cay t 
Uiiakivasos veri hme Fi 


* a ae ih 
naLiov vo vi ee 


Balow 7 cneadh waeoy no he Cle 
ipa, To ale obs ie" haat ie atl tw 
Het “fig af" Eakin) eae y fh iy 

acintng 0° LAS ORS wattle! nd oa Ee 

“Whey cobaugonaey i? mech ony | 

e: Eniksh, PAP RAD ian ie 
Hilntekadtvi $e at au | 

ai aad, MS che ‘wes baa Re ane 

se ts Hen ie | 
odes bas + eet) ate: 


s% 


ee tenia id. and iy ar wh 
4 hiyet m, x ah, Micha THE fu "4 
Pi ubkaont! ae 


i 
eas ae ; 


rf a 


cdaeae bin ‘abaecha 
AG wee 


shares common goals with Beck save that it directs its attention to a 
particular region of the country and to its own provincial elections. 
The major point at variance is the treatment of issues instead of elec- 
tion campaigns in toto. 


Beck attempts to classify the Canadian general election cam- 
paigns. In a brief concluding chapter he lists the campaigns which may 
have had a determinative effect on the outcome, and, in a second listing 
he classifies the campaigns in terms of whether they maintained basic 
electoral allegiances, deviated from them, or were part of a total re- 


alignment, 5 


Hence, Beck concentrates his efforts on classifying cam- 
paigns, which include the issues, but may also include a complete his- 
torical background, descriptions of party politics, organization and 
funding, electoral behavior, personal or leadership styles, employment 
of media, etc. The present study covers the same terrain, albeit for 
different elections and in a well-defined region, but makes every effort 
to focus directly upon, and to classify, the political and social issues 


in each campaign. 


The tentative attempts to classify issues are also contained in 


summary form at the conclusion of the discussion to each campaign, 


The Definition and Classification of Election Issues. 


Before explaining further the approach to be followed in this 
study it might be appropriate to set forth some definitional or descrip- 
tive comment on election issues, and to suggest categories by which we 


might helpfully classify various issues. 


Generally speaking we mean by an issue “a point, matter, or 
question to be disputed or decided.” 6 In political life we speak of 
matters being "at issue,” meaning that they are "at variance” or "in 
disagreement." The essential elements of an election issue in terms of 
standard definition might be delineated as: 


5 Beck, Pendulum of Power, pp. 424 and 430. See tables I and II. 
6 Webster's New World Dictionary (College ed.; 1962), p. 778. 


2.69 aoldieatn wer nodes 
ih 


MOLI Ls Coteinivors awa ve 


«pete Lo deed wnt dome! Noe uA 


sia) talteets lstedes, 16) BAe 
- iid pes 
r 


VA CER es)? Ais ae t>  y 


cu Pass, DAO ! ! 
a] wt Hace nis 
Zz 7‘ bi 4 wy 
AS Viise ei ond wir ta 4 be 
aA ha Tk Min > tae 
é 8 o + 7 


é UE ORY ued alas tal ea sere Biggio at asa 


tld At Lewatnas. aGrog sit 
at Maoh a 7 at iF red rath ee 


F Ms 


ad =o 5% 7 _— apis 
BY een: SET Oe eS rau t net “ibaa we sateen: y ie 


0 aatals i) 5 | WADE AT: +s “bah bo yy. ped ra hl ee 
: : es o "s 4 ie 
ar" ao Bae LA cny AQ iva aude gat ee: ~*~ Rata si) s 


tt ow “4 enpts: net OC bie dei neg 
Na ai ” at STL age eas ihee Samp erohy Arto Ge aiietetwy eh i 


a 


(1) Contention or controversy--where one side affirms a point in 
question which another denies, 

(2) The element of common search in that "a matter or point remains 
to be decided.” ? 


Inasmuch as a matter or point remains to be decided election pro- 
grams, methods, and promises can all be seen to be "at issue” or "at odds” 
at certain times, 3ut such matters may inply not only question and dif- 
ference of opinion, but doudt and uncertainty as well. Hence, while it 
is true that we generally speak of issues in the political context when 
we wish to point to controversy it is also true that we nav often mean 
"shared concerns" or “unresolved problems." We will return to this 


second enphasis momentarily. 


For the most part, we understand by election issues those con- 
troversies which arise at the time of an election, or althoush arising _ 
prior to an election are aoe contentious during the campaign. Further- 
more, an election issue need not be specifically political in the sense 
that it must be confined to matters of government, policies, or questions 
of governmental power and political office. lection issues nay be very 
larzely questions of economics, social, cultural, educational or reli- 
gious matters rather than quarrels over stated policy alternatives or 
charges and countercharzes related to the behavior of alternative poli- 
tical parties. Hence, the economic order, the entire svsten of respon- 
sible governnent and concern for direct lesislation, the use of French ‘° 
in the schools, or the immoral behavior of politicians have all become 


issues in Manitoba campaicns,. 


What then makes the broader social, relicious or economic ques- 
tion an election issue? The question must be salient or “politically 


important” in the broadest sense. As one contemporary political 


7 The Shorter Oxford Enzlish Dictionary (3rd ed., rev.3 19€6) 
defines the word “issue” as it would apply in the electoral context, and 
as used above, as follows; 


Issue--The point in question, at the conclusion of the pleadings in 
an action, when one side affirms and the other denies; b. A point in 
the decision of which sonething depends or is made to rest; a point 
or matter in contention; the point at which a natter becomes ripe 
Sacact eee c. A matter or point which remains to be decided. 
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scientist puts it: 


A salient political issue has two major characteristics. First, 

it is an issue that large numbers of people are concerned about, 

something they consider important and feel involved with. Second, 

it is relevant politically. People associate it and the handling 

of it with the political process and political leaders. 8 

The determining factors as to whether a particular question, 

concern, or problem will be treated as an election issue in any of the 
discussions to follow, are those two cited above, i. e., that a sizeable 
number of people are concerned and/or in some way involved with the 
question, and there is a sense that the government, or a future alterna- 
tive to it, can or should do something about the problem. 


What is being suggested here, then, is that we have two very 
important usages or understandings of election issues, given that we 
define both varieties by the criteria cited immediately above. Firstly, 
we have those matters called issues because different parties (at least 
two) disagree; and the parties (groups or individuals) may disagree not 
only on how it is to be tackled, but perhaps even how it is to be de- 
fined, or whether it should in fact be recognized as a problem. The 
important characteristic, to hark back to the original definition of 


“Issue,” is that this first usage denotes disagreement and controversy. 


The second usage implies recognition of a problem, question or 
concern, quite aside from dispute. A “plank” in a party platform, for 
example, might call for a particular innovation without disputing past 
performance, In fact, we often speak of election issues when we refer 
to the program of any party or campaigner, It is as if one “makes an 
issue" out of particular suggestions, proposals, programs or achieve- 
ments, This usage is that which we employ when we call various prob- 
lems or unresolved difficulties "issues." Pollution or poverty may be 
called social issues because they are existing problems, and not neces~ 
sarily because politicians have taken contrary stands on the matters. 
They only enter the first usage when they are disputed, Hence, pollution 
becomes an election issue at two levels: (1) when there exists disa- 


Le a a 


8 Richard BE. Dawson, Public Opinion and Contemporary Disarray 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1973), Pe 53. 
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greement over its nature, importance, or means of abatement and (2) when 
it becomes part of a program of abatement, is talked about or there is 
simply a recognition that "society" or “government” must do something 
about it. 


By holding to both the above popular usages in this study we 
are better able to recognize all varieties of concerns and sources of 
disagreement and political factions. 


It is of course the first usage or understanding which has the 
greatest utility to a study of this kind, This first meaning (those 
questions about which there is distinct difference of opinion) gets to 
the heart of the political history to be considered. Such controversy 
epitomizes the on-going political life of Manitoba. In many instances 
one side or another of a particular question may constitute the dif- 
ference between electoral victory or defeat. 


There is another reason for emphasizing the contentious nature 
of election issues in this study. One might be prompted to ask why 
some election issues arise and others do not. Or, one might ask what 
events or institutions cause certain election issues to arise, for 
example, do political parties cause certain issues to come to the fore? 
Part of the answer to the problem of issue causality is that almost all 
political parties attempt to define what they believe the election 
issues are, or ought to be. All too often a political party will at- 
tempt to equate the campaign issues with the planks in its platform. A 
record of achievement is made the issue by a governing party, proposed 
changes in policy are made the issue by the opposition, with those pro- 
posals taken directly from a convention platform. Often times, of 
course, dispute does arise on all these matters, but that is just the 
point. If we were to accept party concerns, platforms or statements at 
face value we would have no measure of intensity, degree of dispute, 
or gauge of interest on the part of the electorate. A simple study of 
party platforms and definitions of issues will not suffice. We have 
the great advantage of historical hindsight and we must use it to 
determine which of these proposals and declarations, if any, caught 
fire during the period of the election campaign. We are able to deter- 
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mine what people really talked about in spite of all the pushing by 
particular political parties. 


So it is that this study tends to emphasize the first meaning or 
usage of "election issues," those matters which were in fact disputed 
during each election campaign. 


However, we cannot neglect entirely the second definition of the 
meaning of election issues, for many of the same reasons. That is, we 
are always unable truly to say what the important or decisive issues 
were in any given election campaign, or why they existed. As a politi- 
cal scientist reviewing the campaign from the comfortable distance of 
his study removed in all of location, spirit and time, one is certainly 
limited. The passing of time and history makes any clarity in the 
categorization of isssues difficult. Not only do political parties 
attempt to "make issues" but newspaper editors and contemporary histo- 
rians do the sama. Our study makes it abundantly clear, for example, 
how the Eastern journalists cum editors of early Manitoba papers (C. R. 
Tuttle and Amos Rowe of the Winnipeg Daily Times, Charles Cliffe of the 
Brandon Mail and W. J. Luxton of the Manitoba Free Press), promoted the 
establishment of federal party politics in a province hitherto devoid of 
such organized partisanship. 


The point is that we cannot content ourselves with our knowledge 
of the issues from any one source which attempts to “define,” “make,” or 
“create” issues. But neither can we ignore the fact that even when the 
opposite views are known to us (via an opposing political party or news- 
paper editor) that we must keep an ear tuned to questions which may not 
be fully expressed by either side. 


To some extent these may be “underlying” problems or issues, but 
involving immense concern, feeling, or importance. 


It might also be observed that such important or underlying con- 
cerns, questions, or problems are always potential sources of disagree- 
ment. And needless to say the first sign of disagreement is often at 
the point where contenders attempt to define the nature and seriousness 
of the problem, and find themselves disagreeing almost immediately over 
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definitions and degrees of seriousness. 


The dissertation operates, therefore, with two notions of “elec- 
tion issues,” albeit they are very much interrelated when we analyze 
them. Any social, political, and socio-personal questions, problems, 
programs, suggestions, directions or purposes about which it 1s felt 
that "government" has some scope for activity and which (1) is merely; 
cited or known to some portion of an electorate, and (2) is viewed 
differently by some portions of the electorate at election time; are 
classed as election issues in the study to follow. 


I have indicated above the considerable absence of studies which 
focus on election issues in the manner of this dissertation. Obviously 
many volumes have been written on any one election issue, and we have 
only to consider the various analyses of the conscription crisis in 
Canada or the Manitoba school question to appreciate this fact. 9 But 
in an attempt to document and describe the countless election issues in 
twenty-nine different campaigns some means of labelling, understanding, 
or classifying the many issues seems almost necessary, if only to show 
how very different some issues are from others, or to show similar or 
identical issues which arise in more than one campaign. The language 
used to describe classifications is, like so much of this study, an 
attempt to both contain precision in meaning (the concern of the scholar) 
and yet be useful and meaningful, if not familiar, to the elector (the 


concern of the layman). 


Under no circumstances should the classifications outlined 
below be misconstrued as tight categorizations which may be universally 
applied. I am convinced we ought not, and I believe -we cannot so label 


9 Iam thinking of studies like J. S. Ewart, The Manitoba 
School Question (Toronto: Copp Clark Co., 1894); W. L. Norton, “The 
nti be Solicals and Canadian Nationalism, 1890-1916," Canadian Histo- 
rical Association Report, 1950-51, pp. 51-59; CG. R. Cook, “Church, 
Schools and Politics in Manitoba, 1903-1912," Canadian Historical Re~ 


view, XXXIX (March, 1958); and R. M. Dawson, The Conscription Crisis of 
1944 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1961). 
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election issues that they tend to be seen by all future students of 
political history as permanently and unalterably limited by some prior 
"pidgeon-holging." It is only in the most tentative manner that the 
following classifications are offered, classifications which have 
already aided this author in setting down the many issues examined, 
and consequently might be of some use to future scholars and their own 


comparisons of issues. 


I now perceive two broad categories within which I will place 
fifteen classifications: Firstly, the subject area or extent of the 
issue, or the "who, what, and where" dimension of election issues con- 
tains seven classifications. Secondly, those classifications having to 
do with the very nature or kind of issue, the “how” and "why," as 
against area or extent, constitute an additional seven classifications. 
The two groups are linked by the category of "time": "perennial issues," 
"new issues," “temporary issues," "dead issues,” which seem to touch on 


both the major categories cited above, 


Classifications of Area, Extent or Scope. 


(1) The first and most obvious classification within the broad 
framework of area or extent is the specific problem area or subject 
natter, Inevitably as one sets out to write about the election issues 
in a particular region there is a division of issues on the basis of the 
question: does it have to do with education, health and welfare, labor, 
railway legislation, the parliamentary buildings steal, the flooding of 
South Indian Lake, etc. We do, unavoidably, divide all issues on the 
basis of “the name of the problem" or "the subject matter," and hence 
we clearly distinguish one issue from another simply by naming its con- 
tent in either general (subject area) or in a more precise (name of the 


problem) manner. 


(2) The second classification is a matter of seographical extent. 
An issue may well be confined to a local area. Party "A" says the new 
county offices should be placed at Milkweed Junction because it serves 


as an important communications center, Party "3B" says no, the county 
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offices should be placed at t!pper Milkweed, which is more centrally 
located in the county even if communication networks are not yet quite 
as efficient as at the Junction. Both parties want provincial govern- 
ment action along the lines of their own argunents, Such an issue, and 
save for the ficticious names themewere such in Manitoba, is of a 
strictly local nature, No city dweller in Winnipeg or Brandon could 
care less which “bunp in the road" gets the county post office or which 
party espouses which view. But it may be a question of total stagnation 


or new economic life to the two Milkweeds. 


On the other hand, a question like the disallowance of seven : 
railway bills as occurred in Manitoba in 1382 brings "indignation-at- 
disallowance meetings" across the entire province. Hence, we might em- 
ploy two opposites on a scale like "widespread issues versus local,” or 
“universal as against regional." For purposes of this particular study, 
and for obvious reasons, I have preferred to use the distinctions 


province-wide and local. 


Geographical extent may also include “federal issues" which in a 
manner of speaking might be considered ultra vires to the prerogative of 
the provincial government, but which in practice are inevitably tied 
into provincial questions either because of concurrent jurisdictions or 
because the activities of political parties and election results will 
influence federal politics. To have set up a separate classification 
for federal issues which enter provincial campaigns would simply have 
added to an already lengthy list. They are essentially a further exten- 


sion of widespread concern geographically. 


(3) The third classification is a matter of social extent, i. e., 
that many issues have to do with all citizens(governnent record, hydro 
development) whereas others have to do with a particular class or minority 
(labor legislation, senior citizens' accommodation, relocation of Indians 
and Métis at South Indian Lake), Once again we might emplov a set of 
opposing poles assuming always that in reality issues may be somewhere . 
on a scale between the two alternates, In this case we can speak of 
general versus sectional issues. Richard =, Dawson uses the phrase 
"general issue" to indicate a question like “public order," which is 


‘ ; . 7 : 
; Mi : jeataa * 
2 ’ aes 2m 
‘ i id ih ms N¢ sity att mite 
Vay ¥ 
* ioe ? ‘ 
eas be “etd ; i i iad 
, Xe, ; ’ } ar : hes 
hy : or ney. a: 
4 ay Ply reer 
4 / 
I eS 4 rte bs rl’ se APRA Pe 
ss 
i : ¥ { i 
¥ — j Sa foal 
; P FO h5. eda pee 4 fe 
. ; j 
~ : oe F ‘ hy u 
‘ a | eee ia 
* i 
T oad 4 ae | 7 
rr Uaey Se By Nth 
= ' ; 
FS SW Ti” \ Chet Peat ;. Va aN 
4 ' i "i 
: ‘ = e, yy 
, 1 As @ AH ) 
| ot 
¢ * ps - 
1. SO ee ne he be! 
‘ axyitk liter 7) " , 
-t an 
> et vos ‘" wi 
a ‘ hele, 4 
' . he upp! Z i * 
i i Sisah : Tad. > scp 
' i 
‘3 , il 
7" a “4 | a 
, begs ah Ge peele hs jamin sae 
u ct ee, tn 
, —_ +4 tee 
‘ om 7 a i Aap 
t Hal : , dud ees ward. gala he 
; al 9 { 1 Ls bots M2 * ae] Ti ees ee on 
‘ ail at j Au a ‘ 
- 2 git ey (ee ae 
ro ov ‘ ie) oh. Say an Bialik ise 
4 * ad Sanded or > he = 


r ; ae Li hi ay Y “wre ; hinkd nies eat ai ‘ te biston'G 


’ ; ar ; em Pe ieee ‘a 
: . se SPE ars, NOLO 2 eS OG re tale oN ee Peeters 
af Das rT “| ‘a vatican is 5 


A _— emis Slicw AM 14 arena Seine part tte, 7 nan z 
- - ~jVex a wast? Tt Ol Ga Pt ee wit, 3 vl Poh sat ca fae 


) ; . mH May a Ny ‘i 9 

(s | ah eg he enkigns: HOw bie ponies | he ae 
ie eee ry - hi Me ; en ‘ He oh 

7 \z Ra ooh «a 

ae SMBS Seto, th ute a we it titaleey ok ca = File 
g ; z ; k (< 7 i ye ; Pond % 
4a 


13 


exactly what we have in mind. # When John Meisel in one of his latest 


works talks about “ethnically relevant public issues,” it these would 
best be incorporated under the “sectional” classification above having 
to do with both particular classes and ethnic minorities. -< A sec~ 
tional issue is distinguished by its content, There is no reason why 
it could not become a question taken up by many other sections of the 
public, as for example in 1969 when many areas of the province did con- 
cern themselves with the relocation of'six hundred Indians and Metis 


living on the shores of Southern Indian Lake, 


(4) Most election issues are related to questions of existing or 
future public policy. Yet there are those issues which simply have to 
do with the character, role, or activities of a particular political 
actor. Thus, our next pair of classifications separates public or 


public program from personal or personality issues. As an example 
H. J. Clarke as Attorney-General around 1878 had allegedly over- 


charged for court indictments (in an era when direct fees were still 
paid to Attorneys-General). Mr. Clarke was also criticized for his 
stands against Ontario settlers, and was excommunicated from his 
church for allegedly leaving his wife and children in favor of a 


friend's wife. 


10 Dawson, Public Opinion, p. 49, 


11 John Meisel, Working Papers on Canadian Politics (Montreal: 
McGill-Queen's University Press, 1972), Dp. 159. 

12 I am aware that Gabriel Almond and Bingham Powell use the 
pair of opposites "general" and “particular” in classifying styles of 
interest articulation, and where “general” may imply class or associa~ 
tional group and “particular” refers to "demands...couched in individual 
or family terms." The point is that interest articulation can be ex- 
pressed by indivduals and families, but it is much more difficult to 
assign categories of election issues to a single person or family. 
Issues, as we attempted to say earlier, demand the interest and involve- 
ment of many people, almost by definition. I have, therefore, used the 
term “general" in the sense that Robert Dawson uses it above, and sub- 
stituted the more appropriate "sectional" opposite which better describes 
Classes and groups of people. Something of Almond and Powell'’s concern 
for individuals is incorporated in the next classification. See Gabriel 


Almond and G. Bingham Powell, Comparative Government: A Developmental 
Approach (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1966), Dp. 87. 
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Criticisms were made of the government of which H. J. Clarke 
had been a part. These were questions of government record, inflated 
expenditures, etc., and so entered the realm we have dubbed public; 
questions of public policy. However, those questions which flew about 
Mr. Clarke"’s own role must be considered separately. His conduct in 
office did become a separate issue in the 1878 election campaign. His 
private life also became a matter of wide discussion. The distinguish- 
ing element, then, is not limited to the private character of the candi- 
date, as evidenced by the variety of questions associated with H. J. 
Clarke, only one of which (leaving his family) could be described as 
private, The distinction is intended to focus on those issues which 
have to do with persons rather than programs and general policy. All of 
the questions about Mr. Clarke constitute personal or personality 


issues. 


It is of course true, as John Meisel points out, that private 
values like religious piety, ethnic and religious toleration, attitudes 
towards other groups, and moral values generally, will be operative at 
this level. ” However, the issue for our purposes may be a personal 
one, having to do with a particular personality, with or without emphasis 
on the private life of the personage. Personal qualities are at issue 
dn every election and in every constituency to the extent that the 
electorate weigh the characteristics, record, and intentions of one 
candidate against another, There comes a point, however, when a high 
degree of consciousness or controversy allows us to classify as signifi- 


cant the candidacy or role of a given person. 


(5) Our fifth classification attempts to describe the extent to 
which an issue has to do with the political or governmental arena as 
such, or whether it is better defined as a broad social issue, not ex- 
clusively political in nature. Redistribution, franchise, organization 
of government or parties and their reponsibilities can all be defined as 
political issues in contradistinction to a matter like fluoridation, or 
a herd law to control the movement of cattle, which we might wish to 


13 Meisel, Working Papers, pp. 139-153. Meisel employs the 
rather ambiguous term “religiosity”™ to include both individual piety and 


"the more social and societal aspects of religion.” 
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call social issues. 


Admittedly, there can be some confusion in the use of the notion 
“political” issues since we often use the phrase in as general a sense 
as “election” issues, However, even in the most popular usage the adjective 
"political" tends to imply those issues which have to do with politics, 
power and government as distinct from, let us say, religious or economic 
14 It also seems safe to say that the term "social issues” in- 
plies a broad category of problems, quite beyond any particular politi- 


matters. 


cal arena, even if politics were to be tangential or involved to some 


lesser degree, 15 
(6) ‘We might also wish to classify election issues on the basis of 
their left-wing pro-change character as against those issues which are 
supported or raised by governments or parties concerned with either up- 
holding the established ways of doing things or even supporting policies 
of retrenchment which would cut back on change or expenditure, The 
commonly employed words left and right serve as our next scale of issues, 
therefore, where left issues imply efforts by a party or government to 
foster an equality of condition for those who are more powerless or less 
well-off in the economic or political order. We have in mind, for - 
example, unskilled laborers, the poor, unemployed, ethnic minorities, 
women, farmers, northerners, the aged, the incarcerated, etc. Leftist 
issues are those which demand progressive measures of human development 
even in the face of fomenting degrees of radical change in economic and 
political structures in order to achieve that development, In fact, the 
"left" is usually associated with some degree of “socialism” which often 


14 It is somewhat comforting to find John Meisel using the 
phrase “political issues” as a description of those questions related to 
"party images" or how the electorate view the activities of political 
parties including their performance while in office. His usage tends to 
support the one suggested above. See especially Meisel, Working Papers, 
pp. 114-116. 


15 Scammon and Wattenberg describe the growth of "social issues" 
in America, meaning matters like public order, crime and lawlessness and 
racial questions. While they are wont to distinguish such issues from 
such older economic issues as security, prosperity, industrial regulation 
and various welfare issues; both areas would be incorporated in the sense 
of "social issue" set forth above. Richard Scammon and Ben Wattenberg, 
The Real Majority (New York: Coward-McCann, 1970). 
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demands state or public control over economic and political institu- 
tions. A more “liberal left” would stop short of such controls or 
change of social institutions while still calling for political and 
economic freedom--the equality of opportunity. 


The “Right” or “conservative” side of this particular scale 
describes those issues or positions espoused by parties and governments 
which are protective of existing social standing and structures, Often 
a “right-wing” position would stand in favor of economic retrenchment, 
for example, after a liberal-left government had expended large monies 
for the social welfare of formerly less advanced minorities. To some 
extent, therefore, the issue described as “right” may involve elements 
of reaction but it may also include the various conservative elements 
of the priority of economic development, equal economic opportunity, 
the conservation of existing political and economic institutions, a less 
optimistic view of man than common in the "left" view and much more con- 
cern for the values of the past and the preservation of the present than 
the achievement of a new future. Just as the "left" end of this scale 
might include the socialist and liberal degrees, so the “right” might 
include issues which appear part of old, traditional, aristocratic-like 
conservatism with its emphasis on traditional institutions, status and 
economic and political controls and the organic-corporate nature of 
society. Young or middle class conservatism sits closer to the middle 
of the left-right continuum by its emphasis on equality of economic 
opportunity--the conservation of laissez-faire economics--economic deve- 


lopment and the protection of “new wealth," 


As our discussion of Manitoba issues and parties should make 
abundantly clear--any one party may be “left” on some issues and “right” 


on others. Nor do the names of parties ensure consistency in their 


promotion of "left" or "right" issues, As will be seen the Liberal Party 


under Douglas Campbell was considerably more"right" certainly in its 
economic policies than the Conservative Party of Duff Roblin. 


"left" issues incorporate the progressive, reformist, “radical 
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policy innovations” 16 common to, but not exclusively the prerogative of 
third, pro-labor, or left parties, “Right” issues are characterized by 
elements of passivity, reaction and/or retrenchment, but again, as noted 
above are not necessarily the prerogative of any one party, let alone a 
Conservative Party. 


(7). The last of the seven classifications which are descriptive 
of problem area or extent are those issues given the very particular 


names: roorbacks, dodges, and charges of corruption. 


Most elections have their specific charges of corruption levelled 
against a particular party or government, whether those charges have to 
do with nepotism or stuffing the ballot boxes. Roorbacks and dodges have 
even more precise definitions. A roorback has been defined as "the put- 


ting into circulation during the last few days of the campaign of scanda- 
17 


lous stories.” We cannot often measure the truth or falsity of such 


stories but we can acknowledge their late arrival and classify them as 
roorback issues. Traditionally the use of the roorback was so that the 
opposing side had no time to properly respond to charges before votes 
were cast. 


Election or political dodges involve the attempt by one party to 
focus blame and attention on the opposing party in order to “dodge” their 


own weaknesses and shortcomings. 


16 The phrase is used by John T. McLeod, “Explanations of Our 
Party System," in Politics: Canada, ed. by Paul W. Fox (3rd ed.; Toronto: 
McGraw-Hill Co. of Canada Ltd., 1970), p. 220. McLeod notes the impor+ 
tant role played by third parties as the vehicle for protest when major 
parties move toward stagnation and sameness of policy. In Manitoba such 
a role is not so clearly limited to third parties, and at any rate it is 
the reformist leftist questions versus policies of reaction and retrench- 
ments of the right which we wish to classify, rather than the parties 
which espouse them. 


I have chosen to exclude a partisan versiis non-partisan scale of issues 
for reasons similar to those cited above, i. e. such phrases often des- 
cribe more about the source of issues than they serve as descriptions of 
the issues per se. 


17 Manitoba Free Press (Winnipeg), August 2, 1915, p. 9. 


18 The 1910 Manitoba election carries discussions of both roor- 
backs and dodges. The latter involves the delivery of a keg of beer to 
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The "Time” Classification of Issues. 


(8) The seven classifications of issues on the basis of range, 
extent, area or scope having been set forth, we move on to seven addi- 
tional classifications having to do with nature and style. As pre- 
viously indicated the two large groupings are linked by a Classification 
which might be said to fit either larger group, i. e., time. We can 
speak of issues which have some element of perpetuity associated with 
them; they reoccur in one campaign after another. Other issues are less 
permanent. Many may not even last the full length of a campaign. It is 
common to speak thus: "Medicare was largely a dead issue by the time of 
the 1968 election," _ or to make reference to “new issues and conflicts 
eeonew tensions and cleavages." st In the many issues to be described 
in the case of Manitoba constant reference will be made to perennial 
issues, those like the development of the railways or control of liquor 
traffic which have long lives, campaign after campaign. = Such issues 
are to be distinguished from all of temporary questions of shorter life, 
or from new issues or even dead issues. There are not two distinct oppo- 
site poles in this category since all three of past, present and antici- 
pations for the future are to some extent involved, The classification 
is nevertheless clearly circumscribed since it is quite simply a measure 


of longevity or time. 


a leading Liberal'’s committee rooms allegedly to embarrass that party and 
this particular candidate at a time when discussion of prohibition was a 
major issue and when the opposing party's performance was under heavy 
criticism. Once again we don't know who ordered the dray to bring the 
keg of beer. We only know it was a matter of much discussion. Manitoba 
Free Press, June 28, 1910, p. 53; and see chapter to follow on the 1910 
campaign, 


19 So says Meisel, Working Papers, pp. 17-18. (Emphasis added). 


20 Dawson, Public Opinion, p, 50. Dawson has in mind “current 
problems and issues...especially the newer type issues such as race, in- 
volvement in Vietnam, and public order...” 


21 Courtney and Smith use the phrase to describe further exan- 
ples in Saskatchewan which are equally perennial in Manitoba, for exam- 
ple, general attacks on partisanship and demands for provincial control 
of resources. John C. Courtney. and David E, Smith, "Saskatchewan: Par- 
ties in a Politically Competitive Province,” in Canadian Provincial 
Politics, ed. by Martin Robin (Scarborough, Ont.:; Prentice-Hall of Can- 
ada, Ltd., 1972), pp. 290-295 and see footnote 9. 
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Classifications of “Nature, “ind or Style, 


(9) The first classification in the second group of seven marks the 
distinction made much earlier between the two usages of the word "issue." 
Thus the first pair of opposites might be termed issues of concern or con- 
tention. Other descriptions of the pair of differences we have in zing 
might have been suggested, for example, “question versus disagreement" or 
“problems versus dispute” but the original pair seem more Inclusive of 
the shades of meaning desired. A "concern" may or may not incorporate 
problems, questions or disagreements. Occasionally concern-type issues 
may be difficult to portray accurately in terms of social questions or 
policy alternatives. Such issues might on occasion simply reflect affec- 
tive uood: that which we are cone erned. about even though we may not be 
able to formulate the question so as to fit party platforms, General con- 
sensus often exists on many problems in Manitoba’s election history, and 
at such times some politicians are quick to say no issue exists when that 
agreement prevalls. The concern classification enables us to apprectate 
such issues and avoid discarding what almost inevitably become major 


issues, often on the disagreement or contention end of the pole, 


(10) We have already alluded to the difficulties in determining which 
issues were of genuine importance in each campaign (supra, vage 9). How- 
ever, in preparing this study the simple classification of centrality or 
importance of one issue over another was quite unavoidable. Certain 
issues are simply talked about much more than others. Certain issues are 
described by candidates, newspaper editors, letters to editors and even 
by later historians as being much more important or widely discussed and 
on the minds of people then others. The common manrer of speech major 
issues and minor issues, therefore, constitutes our second classification 
of this grouping. We use other terminology to express the centrality or 
importance of issues as well. We speak of "gut" issues, "key" issues, the 
"basic" or "fundamental" issues. We also speak of “side” issues or issues 
of lesser importance, As much as possible our classification of major and 
minor issues is based on judgements made by whatever political actors and 
commentators are available to us rather than our own retrospective juds- 
ments of importance, It should be noted that lasting significance or im- 


ortance to the more powerless sesments of the community may not be accu- 
p § 
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rately reflected in these judgments of importance. An issue is more likely 
to be a major one, herein, if it is province-wide in geographical extent, 
general in social scope and a public rather than personality question, 


(41) John Meisel makes a distinction between prompted and un- 
prompted issues which constitutes our next classification and seens not 
to subtract from our measure of importance above, Whether issues are 
prompted (by parties and their platforms or newspaper editors or Meisel's 
surveys) or unprompted, arising seemingly out of independent needs of 
electors, we can still employ the additional classification above having 
to do with their relative importance and central place in any given cam- 
paign. ge The prompted or unprompted nature of issues is certainly in- 
teresting enough in itself to offer yet another classification, although 
there may be some degree of difficulty about such classes, since the 
origin of issues is always extremely uncertain, 


(12) The fourth classification in this second grouping comes closest 
to being a measurement of voter involvement: in this case awareness and 
concern. Some issues are obvious, conscious, known, everywhere talked 


about, and so abundantly evident, Others go relatively unrecognized or 


22 John Meisel asks two sets of questions in a recent survey 
(1) calling respondents to cite what they believe to be the most impor- 
tant issues (unprompted) and (2) asking respondents how important cer- 
tain stated issues were to them (prompted). His conclusion is inter- 
esting for our own purposes: "It is...possible to consider the first 
question as an open-ended invitation to the respondent to indicate 
what public issues seemed to be most important to him at the time of the 
election and the series of itemized issues {the second question] as a 
focused probe into their importance to the voting decision, The great 
similarity in the responses to the questions thus assessing the impor- 
tance of "prompted’ and ‘unprompted’ issues supports our conclusion that 
the two classes of questions are closely related." Meisel, Working 
Papers, pp. 14-15. Meisel's statement supports our own contention that 
we can focus attention on major and minor issues via whatever means seems 
to help (amount of discussion at meetings or in the press, for example ) 
and have a reasonably accurate measurement, without attempting analyses 
of intensity of feeling or some other categories of political behavior, 
The latter studies are only of tangential importance to the classifica- 
tion of issues. If Meisel can intelligently guess what the important 
issues in an election seem to be (the second question or prompted issues) 
by whatever traditional and reasonable assumptions, why of course so can 
other intelligent and alert students. Some attempt to consider voter 
behavior is incorporated in the prompted-unprompted classification and 
also in the evident-speculative pair, to follow, 
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fail of as much consideration as they might deserve, particularly by 
candidates and parties. Occasionally one confronts a perceptive poli- 
tician, elector, or newspaper editor who expresses, risks, or specu- 
lates on, the “real” or "underlying" issues, There is always some ele- 
ment of doubt even with the historical hindsight of a study of this 
kind as to what constituted the real issues, or the important and 
decisive ones. The alternative classifications evident as against 


speculative 23 
as to the degree to which they are obvious and accepted by the elec- 


or underlying issues are designed to categorize issues 


torate or by spokesmen and observers in a campaign. We only really 
speak of “underlying” issues because we have a sense that they are being 
submerged under some other questions. This understanding does not ex- 
clude the possibility that in any given campaign an “underlying issue" 
may be expressed by large numbers of people. An uneasiness about the 
official languages bill was so described in Manitoba's 1969 campaign. 
Party spokesmen were reluctant to address themselves to the question 
whereas villages and towns buzzed with consternation about bi-lingualisn, 
so much so that candidates were often prompted to at least acknowledge 
what they called a widespread “underlying"™ issue, ee 


(13) The next pair of classifications is one borrowed from Almond 
and Powell, that is, a measure of the clarity and precision of an issue. 


Almond and Powell employ the alternates specific and diffuse and give 


23 I am using the word "speculative” in the following full 
sense; “of, characterized by, or having the nature of, speculation, or 
meditation, contemplation, conjecture, etc...,risky." Webster's New 
World Dictionary (College ed., 1962), p. 1400. (Emphasis adde ), 


24 Almond and Powell's classification of interest articulation 
as "nanifest" and “latent": the former being “an explicit formulation 
of a claim or a demand,” and the latter “behavioral or mood cues" is, 
once again, a measurement designed for political behavior. The notion 
of latency indicated above in the text has more to do with latent 
reality than it has to do with latent expresssion. Our use of "evi- 
dent and speculative” points to what is “obvious” on the one hand but it 
does not deny, on the other hand, that what is speculative and underly- 
ing can be clearly and forthrightly expressed. In point of fact the 
"speculative" or "underlying" issue most often provides another perspec- 
tive on what is altogether too evident, hence creating issues by that 
very process. See Almond and Powell, Comparative Government, p. 86. 
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examples of interests which could almost as readily be election issues: 


Such diffuse statements as "We need change,” "Politics is too cor- 
Fupt," and "Wipe out Communism” may be manifest; [or evident issues] 
but they seldom provide accurate cues for decision-making policy. 
They indicate dissatisfaction, but not the desired means of cor- 
rection. Specific requests for legislation, such as for a two- 
dollar minimum wage, represent the other extreme and are more sim- 
ply handled. 25 
As it happens, each of the examples used in the above quotation 
were issues in Manitoba campaigns at one time or another, In the case 
of election issues as over against interest articulation we would also 
incorporate another of Almond and Powell's classifications into the "dif- 
fuse--specific pair of issue classification, i. e., we would incorporate 
the instrumental and affective categories which the writers talk about. 
The former implies bargaining with the “consequences realistically 
spelled out" and the latter denotes expressions “of gratitude, anger, 
disappointment er hope.” 26 Since our attention is less on expression 
it is easy for us to attach it to the degree of specificity of the issue. 
Diffuse issues might also include those questions which some 
27 
In 


the case of Manitoba: the social status of old settlers as against the 


political scientists call "status issues” or "symbolic issues.” 


new, or the symbolic issue: how loyal are members of these two groups 
to Canada. 


(14) Political philosophers often speak of substantive and instru- 
mental values, where the latter are employed for the achievement of the 
former, ‘ie can use the same adjectives to describe the degree to which 
an issue has to do with goals, ends, purposes, basic values and alterna- 
tive programs (substantive issues) or with policies, neans, organization, 
administration or technique (instrumental issues), The former might in- 


clude the pros and cons of partyism; the direction of the economy: 


25 Almond and Powell, Conparative Government, p. 97. 
26 Tbid. 


27 Joyce M, Mitchell and William C, Mitchell, Politics; Problems 


and Outcomes (Chicago: Rand McNally and Co., 1971), chapter 4, The 
authors admit (p. 144) that such issues "may be best assessed subjec* 
tively, by psychological and attitudinal measures" which supports our 
contention that as issues they would be best viewed as diffuse, 
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socialist or capitalist, or a variety of religious and moral issues, 
Examples of the latter might include the means of raising municipal 
taxes, or the debate on the tactics to be used in approaching Sir John 
A. Macdonald on the question of disallowance, with bended knee or 
clenched fist. 


Contemporary politics has been described as largely instru- 
mental in practice, and students of politics tend to make distinctions 
like programnatic as against pragmatic, or religious and moral issues 
(which incorporate basic values and ends) as against allocative, dis- 


tributive or bargaining issues. ae 


Two parties may in fact agree on platforms, programs or direc- 
tions and yet find that an election issue can be waged on the basis of 
the instrumentalities untilized in achieving commonly accepted goals. 
Even the issue itself may be used as an instrument to avoid more sub- 


stantive matters. 


(15) Finally, issues can be described in terms of their com- 
plexity and interrelatedness. Some issues are as jelly-like as octupilSes, 
oozing in all directions with each arm becoming yet another issue. 
Hence, I have made repeated reference throughout this dissertation to 
issue clusters. Railway issues in 1886, for example, may include not 


only the question of disallowance, but of monopoly, grain transportation, 


28 John Meisel, as we have noted, treats moral and religious 
values as independent entities as do the Mitchells who speak of "such 
absolutely basic moral and ethical matters as religion, marriage and 
family, or one's survival and status in a system." They compare what 
we have chosen to call instrumental and substantive issues: 


"Tssues which involve something less than basic values, especially 
those which are recurrent, quantifiable and inconclusive, provide 
excellent issues for competitors and bargainers. Questions of ‘more 
or less', ‘now or later," "possibly next time’ can be resolved 
through trades, compromises or partial wins and losses. 3udgetary 
battles are often histrionic and exciting but they are always re- 
solved; a budget is produced; resources are allocated and benefits 
destributed. The politician is at his best on these questions and 
issues. If they were the only kind of political issue, the bar- 
gainers would rule mankind. But great symbolic issues and funda- 
mental dilemmas also find their way into politics. The politician: 
engages in another kind of behavior on these issues.” 


Joyce M. Mitchell and William C. Mitchell, Policy-Making and Human Wel- 
fare (Chicago: Rand McNally and Co., 1971), p. 658. 


development of new towns and/or the means of funding new lines, Other 
issues exist in splendid isolation; we often speak of "separate issues,” 
but some of the issues to be examined are extremely difficult to isolate 
and can only be accurately described in relation to their original 
cluster, 


It is important to state that the classifications offered above 
are designed only to suggest some of the ways by which we might classify 
election issues in Manitoba. They are not meant to be definitive. All 
one has to do is to consider that if we were studying American federal 
issues we would likely make use of the very popular pair of classifica- 
tions domestic as against international or foreign issues. But such a 
Classification does not fit Manitoba. 


We might also have included a separate classification called 
"referendum and plebiscite issues." We didn't employ such a category 
because the issues so involved, like prohibition, were so much a part of 
election campaigns quite beyond the precise questions asked in a referen- 
dum, But, still the issues might readily have lent themselves to this 
separate classification, “7 With little difficulty one could cite other 
possibilities, Those that have been suggested have already been found 
to be useful and for that reason they have been set forward here, 


29 Such a division has been employed at a municipal level for 
purposes of analysis by Harlan Hahn, “Voting in Canadian Communities: 
A Taxonomy of Referendum Issues,” Canadian Journal of Poi Science, 
I (December, 1968), 462-469, 
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CLASSIFICATION OF PROVINCIAL GENERAL ELECTION ISSUES IN MANITOBA 


Area, Extent or Scope. fee IS A Nature, Kind or Style. 
eeeoWho, where or what ee owhen eoehow or why 
1. Subject or problem area. 9. Concern,...Contention. 
2. Geographical extent: JO sMejor?( "Gut stn "Key”)... 
«» province-wide 8, Perennial... eoeMinor ("Side"), 
eee local ; ee . Temporary 
ee etederal oe NeW 
@@ee "Dead” 
3. Social scope: 11. Prompted...Unprompted, 
ee ceneral,..Sectional 
4, Public (Program)... 12, Evident (Obvious)... 
++ePersonal (Personality) » Speculative 
(Underlying) 
5. Social...Political, 13, Diffuse,..Specific. 
6. left...Right. 14, Substantive (Moral)... 
ove Instrumental 
ee 
Bargaining), 
Pa Roorbacks, 155 Cluster, oe 
Dodges, and »-separate (Isolate), 
Charges of 
Corruption 


A Comment on Approach and Format. 


Why, it might be asked, does this study examine each election 
campaign in historical chronology? If we take the trouble to devise 
Classifications of issues why not make use of those classifications as 
the means of presentation of the provincial issues in Manitoba's general 
elections? There is much to be said for such an approach since it de- 
mands a considerable degree of analysis and prior reflection which can 


produce an interesting and systematic manuscript. 


The disadvantages of such an approach are many, however. In the 
first place one of the major purposes of this study is to pool together 


various sources and pieces of information so that the material consti- 
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tutes a reasonably accurate historical record which can be utilized by 
future scholars. It just has not been done before, Our purpose is en- 
hanced by presenting the elections in chronological order where any 
student can readily select the election or elections he or she wishes to 


reexamine. 


A second reason for employing this historically descriptive and 
chronological approach is that it preserves something of the sense of 
history and the changing movement of events, persons and parties, And 
so, perhaps, the study carries more life and interest with this histori- 
cal approach than with the more analytic one. The approach to be fol- 
lowed will allow for reflective and analytic comments and sections with- 
out destroying the historical context and flow. Hence, in truth, we 
have the best of both worlds, the analytic and descriptive, 


There is a further argument for the approach used for this study. 
The historical and chronological presentation, while seemingly repeti- 
tive and never-ending, remains ever open to new analysis, interpretation, 
comparisons and classifications of issues and campaigns, It would be 
difficult for a future student of this area to do much more with this 
study than consider the accurateness of the analytic classifications 
and appropriateness of various placements of issues were we to follow 
the non-chronological format. However, with the approach employed 
herein, the future student may still consider the above problems (since 
we have in fact suggested classifications and will indicate examples of 
each in summaries at the conclusions of each campaign description) and 
yet be enabled to formulate his or her own classifications, taking the 
raw data outlined herein to support new contentions beyond the ken of 


the present writer. 


I am convinced, therefore, that nothing is lost by the approach 
followed here. It still demands reflection, since we will search for 
patterns emerging throughout the various Manitoba campaigns and make . 
some tentative comparisons with Alberta and Saskatchewan, Our classi- 
fications are stated clearly yet they do not hypostatize or concretize 
the political reality we are examining so as to exclude other alterna- 
tive interpretations, Nothing is lost in the way of interesting reading 
since we are able to intersperse the record with analytic sections as 


Ww hesti Me 28-84, avai 
vie: eb enpiptag, 4" vratad. sien 
Vien ated ter ty biat rele ate ‘eh 


of watath Ota-77 ie 


Bas Petters! visser . 


UN | WBSE TAA Dae 0S be 


iii te ott) Abts edna 


(Sutera te sl Ties piebretaess ees eae ne 
LISTeS Vit s ANN he ‘dot Abaichiy pant 
(LT BIG artery! dy Cee were ot (nee, paves =i 
ad “hater BT edited Bxfoow rTM eee 
“ple Hoke! GSA eum sol) os see ahs nA i 
pats COP Thea: it a 
aa it OF ee Oto bodys | set ye 
POR CP. A, . PAT iow i Lake NES 
epate)’ adele Goda, aid Ber a yl 
Mesigeers SlAkh ie fing peer Hniee 


a 
ab ee 


- Bios (nol ¥givttin Sh ty Rewind? isin6 ¥ anohatonon 
afd MINAS Bak F bs ee ae 4 a0, wit ey 1 
oe Gees Sadysd Enel, Rati watt aie. ‘oi nik & i ; 


= | ui 
re ’ ot a , f eal 


N, 


Mt oe ; ai ® q a: ri “4 >, nS or : hide h ‘Seat fio = a pity | an r 
‘yt Rosen Citi aw HM oo Peso ter a Stinared a a 

; cape Mens ite 

Gone regs pita ater sities + Print’ align Yew ahd ae quant et: 


LRA TO: TKS * ois ee eh itor} bhaashh, “A hn “ides 0 dena mals. 
okt} Tibnaerns, dex er al asi eh Rea aang tt Visned  Ratate ate etottes, 2 
halk pe i ‘Ss ee ‘ vy 

“pits SE pacing St\Go. y ot wl Yn stitch eee _ s TT 

pa seat wikis my > ar ied sini ae cantar 
pe ae eT 9 vert bry Yaw acre x deni. 4 BAY wd Perel fis ¥: 
Ra hor sect hte > 16a 19 —p “as! “Abmoge isi ses ed te oni 

Pu ae ae . iy “Sa L as Aer e ee fae i is 


“. A va = | 
hay - Tel per: cr cn 


Lae: ra oe. (ty a So coal ans | ee ue ee 


27 


well as including vignettes of the times in describing the issues as 

they took place, Everything is gained by compiling the material in such 

a way that any interested layman, historical scholar, or student of 
politics may readily select the election campaigns or statistical inf or- 
mation which he or she requires in making future studies and comparisons, 
either among various of the campaigns discussed here, or in comparison with 
other governmental units and the campaigns integral to them. 


@ @ e e 


I have leaned heavily throughout this study on local newspaper 
accounts of the campaign and their interpretations as to what constituted 
the major election issues. 


Keeping in mind some of the qualifications already cited, par- 
ticularly the speculative as opposed to evident nature of many issues as 
proffered in newspaper editorials, we have an excellent and vibrant source 
of information, 


Earlier newspapers are surprisingly clever and articulate, What 
they lack because of onesidedness and a propensity to print only that 
correspondence which supports their own editorial position, is made up for 
by a willingness to analyze opposition editorials with lengthy quotations 
reprinted. Their partisan spirit (which is an excellent feast for the 
student of election issues) is employed in piecing together a balanced 
view of the campaign only by reading its equally partisan opposing number. 
Hence, we balance our description of the election of 1870 in Manitoba by 
employing both The Manitoban, which W. L. Morton has called the official 
organ of the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, and the Manitoba Newletter 
which speaks clearly against The Manitoban and for John Schultz and the 
new settlers or "Canadian Party.” 


In 1878 it is The Manitoba Free Press against the Manitoba Gazette, 
in 1879 the Grit Free Press against the Tory Winnipeg Daily Times. In the 
years of early partisanship we can weigh the Conservative Brandon Mail 
against the Liberal Brandon Sun. In later years one can often pick up 
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a more complete description of both sides of various election issues in 
but one journal since most major newspapers like the Winnipeg Free Press 
carry commentaries and correspondance which disagree vehemently with 
their editorial policies, Oftentimes newspapers that this author would 
like to have employed were not available--they have been lost in the de- 
caying dust of history with no precious files protected by men of fore- 
sight. Often, too, it was simply difficult to obtain certain sources be- 
cause they are held by private compantes or individuals and are not on 
loan. The cost of travel to make use of such sources was prohibitive to 
the author. All things considered, however, this study is greatly en- 
riched by the facility with which microfilm copies of newspapers were made 
available. In a number of instances the careful examination of alternative 
sources is an original departure and as the author I must confess to some 
exhilaration at the task of cutting a previously non-existent swath 


through the seldom traversed terrain of campaign history. 


Over the period 1901 to 1938 the Canadian Annual Review of Public 
Affairs (CAR) is an invaluable source of information since the editor J, 
Castell Hopkins took great pains to describe the election issues in all 
the provincial campaigns as no scholar before or since has done, The same 
format has been picked up again under John Saywell's present editorship 
since 1960 of the renewed Canadian Annual Review, However, the constantly 
changing format of CAR means that some campaigns are covered with tremen- 
dous thoroughness and others not, Our study, therefore, will lean heavily 
on the Review where it is strong and attempt to significantly augment it 
where it is not. 


Occasionally an interpretive article, historical paper or text 
carries helpful information or insight into a given campaien and its 
issues, for example, a book like W. L. Morton's Manitoba: A History, or 
many of Alexander Begg's personal accounts of Manitoba history 1870 to 
1890 of which he was a part. The somewhat more interpretive work of a 
political scientist like Ton Peterson is both helpful in describing and 
interpreting campaigns, and as a thearetical milestone. One can then pit 
one's self against such an approach or attempt to take a new measure of 


the terrain which has been charted, 
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The appendixes which indicate the kind of participation by 
political parties (number of candidates, etc.) and results of elections, 
enable us to make use of additional objective data as to the mood of the 
electorate from one campaign to the next, Many issues cannot be properly 
understood without reference to past results, the entrenchnent of govern- 
ments, and the growth of opposition parties and coalitions, 


Figures on the percentage of popular vote and seats won by each 
party may allow us to see not only the disproportion operative between the 
two, but also the source of many concerns and issues related to rep- 
resentation and opposition in legislative assemblies. In Manitoba such 
issues have been particularly associated with a division between urban 
Winnipeg representation as against rural non-Winnipeg superiority in the 
assembly. The rural-urban voting patterns therefore will be examined 
periodically throughout the course of the dissertation. 


This dissertation may be judged as being considerably lengthy. 
It is deliberately so, Perhaps the advantage of an unpublished study of 
this kind is that it can be unduly lengthywithout cost to anyone. It is 
difficult to describe twenty-nine different election campaigns without 
the finished product totalling a large number of pages. It would also 
defeat the whole purpose of the study if it were to be shortened by the 
omission of what might appear to be minor issues. The intention of the 
author has been to provide as complete a picture as possible of the rich 
variety of issues, avoiding unnecessary detail on minor issues, to be sure, 
but at least setting forth the most cogent arguments on the most important 
or interesting questions. It has seemed proper to list the most talked 
about local and minor issues in order to round out an accurate picture 
of the issues contained in each campaign. 


Oftentimes arguments may not appear sophisticated, Nevertheless 
they must be reported as they were, Illustrations of the kind of arguments 
made have been employed with considerable abundance, Once again, the intent 
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has been to capture the nuances and spirit of those who made up the 
various sides of the dispute. 


But now to the "Manitobah”™ of 1870 and the election controver- 
sies which so epitomize the life and history of this keystone province, 
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MANITOBASS FIRST PROVINCIAL ELECTION: 
A QUESTION OF LOYALTY 


OCTOBER, 1870 TO DECEMBER 27, 1870 
POLITICAL FACTIONS, CANDIDATES, LEADERSHIP AND THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM. 


Forty-two candidates competed for twenty-four seats, Each seat repre- 
sented a parish (see map on page 32 ) there being twelve French and 
twelve English parishes or constituencies, There were no organized 
political parties, Candidates ran almost entirely as non-partisan 
independents dissociating themselves from Federal parties, Some can- 
didates did associate themselves with the work of the. new Lieutenant- 
Governor - the “Government Party,” and others were critical of hin 
because of alleged sympathy to old settlers and “rebels” - the “Loyal- 
ist” or “Canadian Party.” Chief spokesman for the “Loyalist” faction 
was John Schultz. Alfred Boyd was considered the leader of the “Govern- 
ment Party.” 


Elections were held for both the Provincial Legislature and House at. 
Commons with some candidates competing for both positions, 


The political upheaval of the winter of 1869-1870 which preceded 
Manitoba's provincial status saw: the exclusion of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor-designate William McDougall from the territory by the people of the 
Red River country in the hopes that they themselves could negotiate with 
the Canadian Government; the formation of Louis Riel‘s Metis-controlled 
Provisional Government; and the execution by the so-called “rebels” of 
the vituperative Ontario-Canadian, Thomas Scott. 


The Hudson's Bay Company-controlled area was bargained away to 
the Canadian Government with no attempt to consult the settlers of the 
land about any matters whatsoever. "One of the greatest transfers of 
territory and sovereignty in history was conducted as a mere transaction 
in real estate,” says W.L. Morton in his incomparable Manitoba: A History.- 


1 (2nd ed.; Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1967), p. 117. 
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The area, even with provincial status, was still governed by the Metis- 
“renegades” from July 15 to August 24, 1870 when Colonel Wolseley's 
treops preceded Lieutenant-Governor Archibald and “legitimate” rule, 


The Métis’ concern to have the Government of Canada deal fair- 
ly and openly regarding Indian land claims and not lose control of 
govermeptel structures to the new Ontario settlers was interpreted_ 
by the ambitious latter newcomers as a sign of intended annexation 
to the United States. Hence, even after Lieutenant-Governor Archi- 
bald had taken office and had commenced his work at appeasing the. 
factions, a fundamental division on the issue of loyalty had been 
created. 


Autumn 1870 ushered in an election period par excellence, In 
addition to Senate appointments and those to the local upper house, the 
Legislative Council, candidates appeared for both the four House of 
Commons seats and the twenty-four legislative Assembly seats, twelve 
designated to predominantly French parishes and twelve to English par- 
ishes, Both campaigns were conducted simultaneously often to the frus- 
tration of the electors who were called upon to sign requisitions for 
the same man in two different contests, one national, the other local, 


By October 1870,it was apparent that the question of loyalty 
to Canada and/or to Lieutenant-Governor Archibald's new Executive 
Council was to be the matter uppermost in the minds of the male, 
property-holding electors. The new Ontario settlers (referred to 
by many as the Canadian Party) protested many of the appointments 
made by the new Lieutenant-Governor as they included men who had 
participated in the Provisional Government under Riel, Archibald‘s 
appointments included John Bruce, former president of that ill- 
fated “rebel-government” . There seems little doubt that the newly- 
arrived Lieutenant-Governor was convinced of the limited amount of 
capable leadership in the new province and that he justified his 
action on this basis and on the premise that he intended to heal 
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the former wounds without unnecessary vengeance... 2 


The “Canadian Party” protested the Lieutenant-Governor's ap- 
pointments and sent petitions to him requesting permission to intery’ 
Thomas Scott's bedy. The Government replied unemotionally that it 
would not interfere but reminded the petitioners that not one of then 
had let his name stand for the local police force which would make 
civil government in the present and inquiries into the past, as they 
requested, possible. A letter to the pro-Canadian Manitoba Newsletter 
provides the flavour of the irate “Loyalist Party” as they called 
themselves. The letter points as well to the disillusionment with 
the “slow-ccoach” caution of old Metis settlers, the importance of th 
mass-meetings, of common fare in these early elections and of the 
ugly recriminations linking all French-Canadians with the “rebel ele- 
ment”, 

All that about peace at any price, and letting bygones 
be bygones is simply bosh and arrant humbug. By some of the 
appointments to office you see that a premium is being given 
te rebellion and robbery, so the “bygone be bygone” business 
is merely used to tickle your weak minds, while the Jesuitical 
policy is to its fullest extent carried out in the appoint- 
ment of their ©wn creatures to perpetuate their rotten 
system. John Bruce, ex~president of the late rebel govern- 
nent! Geds and little fishes! Was ever imbecility stretch- 


ed to such an extent. What an estimate they must have of 
your capacity for endurance, 


2 There is correspondence to this effect, to Sir John A. MacDonald: 
see Sessional Papers of Canada 1374 and. consider one such letter as cited 
in M. S. Donnelly, "The Story of the Manitoba Legislature,“ Historical and 
Scientific Society of Manitoba, Series III, No. 12 (1957). Archibald says 
of the members of the first elected assembly for example: “If you had 
seen some of the drafts. prepared for my acceptance you would have felt 
somewhat as I did when I threw them aside and undertook the labour of 
drafting them myself.” Both Archibald ani Alexander Morris who succeeded 
him in 1872 acted in Prime Ministerial capacities even if unofficially. 
Archibald also wrote Ottawa as follows: “Was there ever before a respon- 
sible ministry resting in a House of whose constituents more than half 
were liable to be hanged or sent to penitentiary...are the electors to 
exercise their functions with ropes around their necks..,you can hardly 
hope to carry on responsible government by inflicting death penalties on 
the “leaders of a majority of the electors.” Sessional Papers of Canada, 
1874, p. 151 as cited in Donnelly p. 31 
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eeemen of Manitoba,..will you submit to this injustice? If 
you do, blame yourselves; if the powers that be will be 
ruled by priests, with a leaven of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
you have the remedy in your own hands - so you had better 
bestir yourselves, - let your vatces be heard in the thunder 
of the mass meetings. Ths elections are coming on, Throw 
off the supineness that has been your bane hitherto - appoint 
men in whom you have confidence to agitate for you - let 

the slow-coaches stand aside and give peace to men of differ- 
ent metal. Let none of the old influences get a foothold 
among you. 

By early November the election meetings had commenced in parish 
churches, schools and private dwellings. Very often one-half of a meet- 
ing wold be devoted to national candidates and issues and the latter 
half to local candidates. More often than not the issues were identical 
for both halves of the meeting. That this was so is easily understood 
when one remembers that politics was more racial, concerned with loyal 
representation and the development of the new organs of government, than 
it was a well-developed partisanship concerned with the intricacies of 


administration. 


Dr. Curtis J. Bird, in what may have been the first candidate's 
speech in Manitoba's history, reflected this non-partisan concern when 
he addressed himself to the cry of “reforn",. 

But, let mé ask, what are we to reform? We are just enter— 
ing on a system of representative government, and I think it 
will be quite time enough to “reform” when we have made some 


mistakes (laughter and cheers). Reform means something in the 
older Provinces, but with us it is meaningless. 


De not, Gentlemen, let our ery be Reform, but let it be Pro- 
gress. (cheers). 

We face immediately the problem of perspective on the election 
issues in Manitoba. From Bird's perspective the major issue (concern 
not contention) is the development of the province and the governmental 
apparatus to go with it, i.e.: “progress.” Talk of “reform” is 
totally inappropriate and premature, However, consider Edward Hay‘s 
statement in St, Andrew's South constituency in which he charges that 


3. The Manitoba Newsletter (Winnipeg), October 11, 1870. 


4 The Manitoban (Winnipeg), November 5, 1870. 
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the pro-Government newspaper The Manitoban lies about unity in the 
coumtry. 


I never can unite with people who have been our ensaries 

last winter (cheers), There are loyal men among the French 
whom we ought to respect, But there are men among them who 
deserve not even the respect of a dog.(cheers), It is said 
there are no party lines. But I say there are, and there 
will be, irrespective either of the Government, or the affairs 
of last winter, Our party will be one of loyalists and our 
watchword Right, not Might (cheers). Might ruled us last 
winter, Right must rule in future. 


The Loyalty Issue Cluster. 


From the perspective of the “Loyalist Party”, therefore, there 
are issues of “reform” and not “progress” to be considered. As the eb- 
server we have no choice but to consider both perspectives, And there 
are in this context several distinct issues to be considered - the 
general concern regarding loyalty; the somewhat diffuse but contentious 
matter of the French influence; and the diffuse and ever present conten- 
tion regarding the place of party politics in local issues. 


The “Loyalist” elements are critical of the Government for 
three reasons that we have touched upon (1) what they considered to be 
an insulting reply concerning interyfment ef Scott's body (2) the ap- 
pointment of “rebels” to office and (3) the absence of action taken in 
regard to bringing “rebels and murderers” to justice. The “loyal Cana- 
dian Party“ received these matters as evidence of a conspiratorial 
French onesidedness in the Government of Lieutenant-Governor Archibald. 


While pro-Government supporters like James Ross and H. J. Clarke 
(a future premier) defended the “difficulty and delicacy” of the Lieu- 


tenant-Governor'’s calm impartiality, one Dr. lynch saw things differently. 


5 The Manitoban , November 19, 1878, 
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Archibald's impartiality is questioned throughout the electien not only 
in regard to the favor show to rebels but to former Hudson’s Bay Coa- 
pany officials as well, Witness Lynch’s argument: 
Talk of “representative - responsible Government” as Mr. Ross 
did! Where is it? The Governor has two irresponsible advisers, 
and even they are only figureheads - the real advisors being 
the Hudson's Bay Company, who were as deeply implicated in the 
‘rebellion as the worst of the Riel party. Then look at the 
appointments that have been made - especially that of John 
Bruce, the first president of the Provisional Government, 
Could anything be worse than that? Could anything show more 
clearly the Governor's lack of sympathy with the loyal party? 
As to the H. B. Co. they ought to be held as guilty until they 
prove themselves innocent, They were deeply and criminally 
implicated in the rebellion - and there can be no doubt of it. 
Rather than approve the cour ve of the Government, we ought to 
condemn them, (Hear, Hear), 
The census of September 1870 had indicated 5,747 French Metis, 
4,083 English half-breeds, 1515 whites and 558 Indians, the latter number 
representing only those of fixed residence and therefore a low estimate, 
living in the new province. Hence the old settlers were the skilled Metis 
or half-breeds who traded, hunted buffalo and drove ox-carts and barges, 
One such venerable half-breed James Tanner was found interpreting the 
statements of the above-cited meeting to native Indians, His comment is 
astute: “We are all ‘loyal’ in this country” he said, “and it is feolish 
and wrong for one section to claim a monopoly on that commodity". The 
comment indicates something of the nature of this central issue of loyalty 
that may have escaped us previously and that is the universality of that 
concern, It is an issue which lies, from the pro-Government perspective 
on the “concer” end of our concern-contention classification of issues. 


From the perspective of the “Canadian Party” it is clearly at the conten- 


6 The Manitoban, December 10, 1870. Archibald's appointments did 
include D, A. Smith, (later Lord Strathcona) the leading H. B. Co. official 
whe in fact governed the province from August 24 to Archibald‘’s arrival 
in September 1870, and leading merchants and former members of the Provis- 
ienal Government like Messrs. Bannatyre, Delorme and William Tait. The 
pane tobe Newsletter of October 11, 1870 carries a complete list of admin- 

ive and judicial appointments to confirm “Loyalist” charges. 
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tion end of the scale since this latter party is convinced that other 
segments of the community are disloyal. The scholar who pronounces on 
this matter by classifying the issue one way or another runs the danger 
of being said to be lacking in objectivity but it seems clear that a 
wider interpretation of events, given the advantage of time and distance, 
indicates that the loyalty issue was essentially a contentious matter, 
Even those who believed that all were loyal had reason to fear that too 
much emphasis by one section of the community (the “Loyalists") could 
disrupt the entire country. Another statement by James Ross is directed 
towards the supporters of the chief spokesman for the loyal Canadians, 
John Schultz, and gives clear evidence of this fear of the emphasis on 
loyalty. 

I understand very well the feeling in favor of Dr. Schultz. 

It is based very much on the feeling of vexation which 

animated the English people against the French last winter - 

a feeling in which I myself shared very largely. But we 

ought not to keep up that feeling. It can do no possible 

good, and will certainly do harm. No really patriotic man 

would encourage sectional jealousies and hatreds. That is 

generally the work of demagogues. 

The Ross statement moves on to set forth the specific concerns 
he has about Schultz's brand of loyalty which includes opposition to 
the Government, 

Now though the Dector is, so far as I am aware, a personal 
friend of mine, still I am opposed to him in politics; be- 
eause, in the first place, I am afraid that he will work for 
the interests of the people coming into this country, and 
neglect those of the old settlers. I object to the Doctor, 
in the second place, because I am afraid that, on account of 
his strong feeling against the French, he may seek to retal- 
jate upon them, and may even try to break up the Manitoba 
Act. If you think the Act ought to be broken up, then he 

is probably yow man. A 

Not all statements were as conciliatory as the above and as ths 
elections drew nearer the sectional (old versus new settlers; Governzent 
Party versus Loyalist Party) ani racial (French versus English) differ- 


ences became the heated points at issue. Those who appealed to predomin- 


7 The Manitoban, November 19, 1870. 
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antly French electors like H. J. Clarke and M. A. Girard (also destined 
to be a premier) spoke against the “strangers coming hers..,to intro- 
duce the party feuds of the older provinces” with all its inherent 
“degradation and misery”, "The man who dares to raise his voice in 
favor of introducing here the party feeling and religious feuds and 
distinctions of any other country - that man is a traitor to his Ged, 
to this country, and to her best interests. (cheers) If one party here, 
as elsewhere, have rights, so have all.” “I am not aware”, continusd 
H. J. Clarke appealing to the English parish of St. James, “that two 
distinct, well-defined parties exist in this country. I sincerely 
hope they do not, (Hurrahs and Cheers)” With his well-knowm rhetori- 
cal flourish Clarke concluded: 

Let all good men and true, unite together, and by their 

example, stamp out the now but tiny flame, if flame it be, 

ef biggotry and intolerance, which has recently been lighted 

in your midst. If you do not, the flame will grow and spread 

over this fair province, till the whole of your beautiful 

country will be reduced to a state of chaos, and the ashes 

of her hopes scattered to the winds by the qemon ef religious 

discord, (Loud and long continued cheers), 

The weekly Manitoban trumpeted Clake's concerns regarding “re- 
ligious prejudices” and “new settler” interests and cited Dr. Schultz as 
declaring to his .Cconstituents that in regard to local issues: “I will 
never forget for a moment that I represent a Protestant Community (cheers), 
and that I have,.in addition, to guard the interests of a community who are 
neither manufacturers nor merchants, but whose prosperity depends on 
their fields ani their flocks, (cheers)"” 


The Land Question. 


Perhaps the second most important issue in Manitoba’s first pro- 


8 The Manitoban, December 17, 1870. 
9 Ibid., November 19, 1870. 
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vincial election and one that we can clearly eeparate from the cluster ef 
sectional, racial or religious questions associated with tha loyalty con-~ 
cern is the matter of land grants and titles in ths new prevince, 


The Dominion Government hed net granted ownerghip of public lands 
te the local Government as those who had supported provincial status had 
hoped. But ths Government in Ottawa had premised 1,400,000acres to half- 
breed natives ef Manitoba and what remained unresolved was the means of dis- 
tributing that land. While this question was essentially a problea for 
Deminion policy it was to become, increasingly, a satter for provincial 
concern, The policy becaue one of offering “script” or any 160 acres of 
any quarter section of land open to sale in the settlezent in place of a 
specific and outright grant of land, The result was to encourage half- 
breeds to sell for ready cash, hence fostering fierce spsculation and the 
wealthy accumulation of choice lands on the pari of a handful oc? specula- 
ters, Alexander Begg, observing the situation at the time, wrote: “The 
granting of script in lieu of an actual land grant was 4 curse to the Pro- 
vince of Manitoba, an evil from the effect of which she is still soffer- 
ing, and which it will take many years to wipe out, 2° 


During the election of 1870, however, this land question was to- 
tally wnresolved. Script remained a possibility but was not yet a reality. 
H. J. Clarke saw it es an issue to be avoided, supposedly in both Dominion 
and provincial elections. The land question he felt was “only to be pro- 
perly ventilated et nsetings held imasdiately after the elections - (so 
that outsiders cannot say it was made a question to influence the elec- 
tions) - and before the sitting of the legislature. It has only to be 
discussed in the proper spirit at neetings in every parish, ond resolu- 
tions passed... : 


10 Alexander Begg, History of the North-West, II (Toronto: 
Hunt, Rose and Company, 1894), p. 90. 

li Ths Kaniteban, December 19, 1870, ‘The meetings seem to have 
taken place and and just how wrong Clarke's advice seenus to have been is in- 
dicated by Begg’s account of frustrated “bitter feelings”, of mass ncetings 
called by “indignant citizens”, “burning in effigy, hooting and threaten- 
ing merbers of the executive and other public functionaries of ths states,” 
“violent aesualts on, ani even murder of, peaceable half-breeds.” The 
land question was central to, but not exclusively the cause of, theses events 
during, and immediately following, the election of pepenee) 1870, 

Begg, History of the North-West, II, 91-92. 
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Candidates like C. J. Bird and James Cunningham of Headingly 
warned the electorate that the new settlers under Schultz intended to 
do away with the land grants if possible. Bird promised to oppose a 
script system since its outcome, as witnessed in the United States, was 
to deprive those to whom the land was originally grented. Schultz on 
the other hand intended to support a script system and while the systez 
itself would be a Dominion decision (Schultz was running for beth House 
of Commons and local seats) the support of, or opposition to, script 
became an important consideration for local election, Schultz's sup- 
port rested on the contention that there had been uncertainty in Ottawa 
regarding the land grants, that they ought not to be grants on a basis 
of particular class or religion, and that the fairest approach was not 
to force persons to settle the land. | 


M. A. Girard in his address in his French constituency of St, 
Boniface East saw the land question in somewhat broader terms, citing 
the importance of legislation locally to facilitate proper title to 
lands and to promote the interests of the farmer by seeing that the de- 
velopment of idle lands is promoted by government measures. Most talk 
about agriculture, therefore, centered around the ownership of land and 
the conflict of interests between old trading settlers and the new 
agriculturalists. 


Immigration. 


Further to the development of the agricultural sector The Mani- 
toban called editorially for a “well-organized system of immigration... 
to supply the actual poverty of the labour market.” The Manitoban had 
in mind encouraging large numbers of “poor boys and girls,” bands of 
orphans Sap overseas, to engage in agricultural and other forns of 
labor. . 


12 The Manitoban, December 17, 1870, p. 2. 
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Issues For the Future. 


In all, very little was said regarding three matters which were 
to highlight the elections of the next twenty to forty years, i.e., 
railways, schools ami boundaries. Several candidates noted the impor- 
tance of developing railways in the province, and M. A. Girard promised 
to work towards cementing and securing “lasting and permanent educational 
institutions”, 13 


The Electoral System. 


Several minor issues arose as a result of the various electoral 
procedures, Angus McKay, belatedly resigned his candidature in St, 
Charles (he was however elected by acclamation in the Lake Manitoba parish 
of St, Laurent) as electors in that constituency (St. Charles) were op- 
posed to the dual system of election, prefering to select a different 
candidate for the local legislature, other than McKay who was, as well, 
running for a Commons seat.” When McKay called on his former supporters, 
and even those who had opposed him because of the “dual question,” to 
elect H. J. Clarke by acclamation, it was an example of a peculiar issue 
of every election in Manitoba's early history. Acclamation was viewed 
as a vote of confidence on the part of a community in a given candidate. 
For other electors to raise an opposing candidate became an important 
issue in these non-party elections since it reflected on the confidence of 
the electors and the character of the first candidate, In this first elec- 
tion many of the strongest personages were elected by acclamation. 
McKay, Clarke, Girard, Joseph Royal, Joseph Dubuc and three other can- 
didates in French parishes were so elected. John Norquay was acclaimed 
in the lone English parish to so elect a candidate whereas, as we have 
seen, eight out of the twelve French parishes had elected their candi- 
dates by acclamation. 


13 The Manitoban, November 19, 1870. 
14 Ibid., December 22, 1870. (Special Supplement) 
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Robert Cunningham of The Manitoban, speaking at an election meet- 
ing in Winnipeg and St. John’s, claimed that universal suffrage, as ad- 
vocated by many, leads, as in France, to "mob law and tyranny.” He was 
raising an issue which was to become common fare in Manitoba and Cunning- 
ham’s opposition to universal suffrage would be shared by many prominent 
figures including John Norquay. Cunningham declared; “In the States, 
manhood suffrage prevailed, but what did it amount to? Why to this, that 
party spirit and partisanship, and animosities and corruptions so obtained 
that to speak of freedom or individual opinion in connection with exper- 
dence of the franchise was an absurdity. (cheers) *!? Such comments pro 
and con were all a part of the concern to protect Manitoba from, or to 
introduce Manitoba to, the more developed political institutions south and 
east of her borders, 


Through the medium of his weekly paper Cunningham editorialized 
in the last issue before the election calling on the electors to place 
competent men in the legislature, men with "opinions of their own” but 
not “prejudiced personal predilections”, The concern had been a common 
one stressed throughout the campaign, The editorial went on to mention 
the many “important matters it will devolve upon the Local House to deal 
with” such as “social arrangements as to licences” and municipal organi- 
zation. 


Schultz Versus Smith: The First Personality Issue. 


Throughout the winter campaign both John Schultz and Donald A. 
Smith, the two Winnipeg or St. John's parish candidates, were the subject 
of considerable debate. Dr. Schultz was much maligned by Cunningham's pa- 
per which reminded the electorate of Schultz‘s horsewhipping of one 
Thomas Spence, a former editor of the New Nation editorially in sympathy 


15 The Manitoban, December 17, 1870. 
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with the Provisional deeeremand. O° Dr. Sehultz was also accused of being 


indirectly responsible for ths death of James Tanner, who after speaking 
so eloquently at a political meeting, as we have noted above, had his 
horse and wagon chased by a group of men, presumably political opponents, 
Tanner's horse bolted, he was thrown to the ground and died, almest in- 
stantly, having had his “skull driven in”, Ths Manitoba Newsletter made 
it a point to deny the many charges laid against Schults and the war of 
words between Coldwell and Cunningham's Manitoban and P. G. Laurie's 
less prestigious Newsletter grew ever more heated as the campaign pro- 
gressed, 


The name of Donald A. Smith was equally anethema in opposition 
ranks because of his high office and lengthy association with ths Hudson's 
Bay Company. A sizeable number of electors in Winnipeg ani St. John's 
were concerned about Smith's H, B, Co. comnections and thought it a det- 
riment to have a close advisor to the Lieutenant-Governor. Others feared 
that Smith would use his influence to resist the appropriate taxation of 
the Company, Smith attempted to assure his electors that there would be 
no exceptional duties or taxation exemptions for the Hudson's Bay Company. 


The Templeton Defection, 


The only other contentious event was the series of letters attri- 
buted te Alexander Templeton, a former secretary in Schults’s party, who 
presumably dictated a letter announcing his defection to the Central Com- 
nittee of Winnipeg Government supporters, The Manitoban produced sworn 
witnesses to that effect including H. J. Clarke but Templeton denied his 
Change of heart if not his dictation." 


16 For a full account of this cruel practice see New Nation 
(Fort Garry), September 3, 1870 or the Montreal Gazette, September 24, 
1870, Schults entered Spence's bedroom before the latter's norning 
rising and proceeded to strike him with a horse or dog whip far critic- 
ising his wife in the New Nation during his (Schultz's) absence from 
Winnipeg, 


17 The Manitoban, December 24, 1870. 
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The Election and Its Aftermath. 


The disruption of meetings and election fights carried on all 
during the winter of 1870-1871, 2° 


Nominations closed en December 19 following which a series of 
election speeches were made as was to be the practice. On December 26, 
the eight hundred eligible voters, travelled some twenty to forty miles 
to voice their choice in those parishes where they were bona fide house- 
holders or property owners, "Before any elector is permitted to vote, he 
shall state his name and residence, and shall then state the candidate for 
whom he shall vote; and the clerk shall, under the direction of the Re- 
turning officer, enter the name on the Poll Book, wld 


18 The instances are many and colorful, On one occasion Dr. 
Schultz and his supporters beat Donald Smith and his followers to the 
latter ‘'s own meeting place. Schultz and company requested the key to the 
school-heuse, lecked the door from the inside, duly elected Schultz 
chairman, and proceeded to make the intended proceedings, apparently 
meant to include the nomination of Donald Smith in St. John's parish, an 
impossibility. (The Manitoban, December 17, 1870. p. 2) 


On another occasion a meeting called by Dr. Bird in St, 
Andrews parish encountered Schultz supporters and an argument arese over 
tbe time of the meeting. One Joseph McDermott argued with Schultz's con- 
tention that the meeting was over according to his calculation of the time, 
A hubbub ensued and The Manitoban described the scene as follows: “They 
made at young McDermott and one of them, quite a giant, caught Joe by the 
threat and was pushing him to the door when the blood of the old Irish 
kings which flows in young McDermott’s veins asserted itself and in an 
instant his gigantic antagonist was sprawling on the floor, After an - 
invitation on Joe's part for the rest of them to ‘come on’, which was 
graciously declined, Schultz arose, and, in a style which his most con- 
stant attendants say he never equalled before, gave three cheers for the 
Queen, Dr. Bird and his friends met the dispursed electors within sixty 
yards of the school-house going home, but some of them on being asked to 
go back and resuscitate the meeting declined on the ground that it was 
not by my means safe.” (The Manitoban, December 22, 1870, (Supplement) 


19 Part of the official proclamation as contained in The 
Manitoban, December 3, 1870. 
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When the poll clerks totalled up the names of electors listed 
under the names of the various candidates it was found that perhaps as 
many as nineteen of the twenty-four members of the new Local House could 
be expected to support the Lieutenant-Governor'’s policies and his Execu- 
tive Council then headed by Alfred Boyd winning candidate in St, Andrew's 
North,-° Smith defeated Schultz in Winnipeg but the infusionof property- 
owmers into the electoral division in support of Smith was enough to 
call for a judicial inquiry.-+ A similar inquiry in Headingly reversed 
the decision there although only the winning candidate's ballots were 
re-examined by H. J. Clarke, at least if we are to believe The Manitoba 
Newsletter, -“ 


If The Manitoban is to be believed, the press of Eastern Canada 
played an important role in the development of election issues in this 
first campaign. We must consider that almost all of Manitoba's pioneer 
journalists were transplanted Easterners, both French and English. Moly- 
neux St. John, the Toronto Globe's Manitoba correspondent, became almost 
at the same time, a land agent for the Hudson's Bay Company, and a candi- 
date in this first election. Distance seemed to have done little for 
Toronto and Montreal's objectivity. On November 5, 1870, The Daily Tele- 
graph of Toronto, editoralized its concern regarding what it termed 
“French Law” - the humiliating art ef appointing people sympathetic to 
French law to judicial positions in the new province, In an editorial 
on November 10, 1870, the Telegraph cited the Ottawa Times as speaking of 
& population in Manitoba two-thirds of which was English, in reply to the 
Telegraph's “French Law” editorial, The Times, as it attempted to play 


20 The Manitoba Newsletter of January 11, 1871 considered Hay, 
Norquay, Boyd, Bourke, Spence, and Sutherland, all of English parishes and 
Klyne of a French parish as opposition or Loyalist members. Since Boyd 
and Norquay both joined Government ranks,the latter to replace Boyd, the 
remaining five may well be the opposition members mentioned in other ac- 
counts. Opposition was never stable in this non-party arrangement, 


21 The Manitoba Newsletter of January 11, 1871 published a list 
of names of non-residents and monthly servants of the H. B. Co. without 
homes or houses - save that they were lodgers in other homes and all al- 
legedly on Smith's list of voters, Such inquiries and alleged wrong-doing 
was to pursue Smith throughout his career, and perhaps justly so. 


22 April 5, 1871. 
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down the Telegraph‘’s concern spoke of twelve English parishes to five 
French, Similarly the Toronto Globe was later forced to correct its es- 
timate of the portion of French in various parishes as it worried itself 
about English representation in Manitoba Commons seats, 


But perhaps the epitome of Eastern reaction and distortion was 
contained in an editozial which considered the results of the province’s 
first election, After accusing Lieutenant-Governor Archibald of “snub- 
bing the loyalists,’ and the former Fastern journalists like Cunningham 
and St. John of selling out and failing to support an oppressed minority, 
the Daily Telegraph of Toronto continued: 


The result was a union of the priest party, the Hudson's Bay 
Company party and the Government party, against the handful 
of loyal Canadians under Schultz and lynch. Of course the 
Canadians were powerless against such a coalition, They were 
defeated at every point and Governor Archibald will now have 
the pleasure of calling around hin, as his advisors, the 
colleagues or supporters of the rebels who opposed our author- 
ity a year ago, and whose hands are stained with the blood of 
Scott. We have gained a great deal by sending out that mili- 
tary expedition - have we not? 


After examining the connections of various winning candidates 
with the “French and rebel cause” the editorial continued: 


The result of the elections shows that Archibald is in the 
hands of the priests and that the latter imported from Lower 
Canada and placed in the Local House men like Royal, Lemay 

and Clark, in whom they have confidence and upon whom they can 
rely, under any circumstances, The, party who had control of 
the Province a year age, have control of it today; and we 
suppose they will continue to have control of it unless we can 
send out within the next year or two, a few hundred settlers 
from the Province of Ontario to counteract the influence of the 
disloyal element, 


Yet W. L. Morton in a somewhat more objective and neutral vein 
maintains that: "Two things characterized Archibald’s council and the 
legislature: the balance of French and English, Catholic and Protestant; 


and the exclusion, by both the Governor and the electors, of the two 
extremes in the late troubles, Schultz and the Canadian party, and Riel 


23 The Daily Telegraph (Toronto), January 19, 1871. 
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and the leaders of the Provisional Government,” 


RESULTS 
BAD, page 
French Parishes 


1. ST. LAURENT or LAKE MANITOBA 
Angus MCKAY. oececce -Acclamation. 


5. BAIE ST. PAUL 
Joseph Dubuc......Acclamation,. 


6, ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER (WEST) 
Joseph Royal,.....eAcclamation,. 


7. ST, FRANCOIS XAVIER (EAST) 
Pascal BTC LENG cy ease cece vee lke 
Jehn BYUCG, Scccccscee ceeceeslve 
9, ST. CHARIES 

Henry Joseph Clarke,.,Acclamation, 


11, ST, BONIFACE (WEST) | 
Louis Schridt......Acclamation, 


English Parishes. 
2. PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE 


Frederick A. BAT cicesevs a:avied ase Bie): 


John James Setter. he este Rhndine $0504 
Williaa J. Garrloch, coccsscccece sy 
3. HIGH BLUFF 

John Norquay, Jr.....-Acclamation,. 


4, POPLAR POINT 
David Spence. «oe 0@ 08 60 ©6866 neeeeOs 


M. Cooke cccccvccecececvcecevecelis 


George Gunn. » cee cocce eceaneee cute 


(Numbers asses iste with constituencies identify them en 


12. ST, BONIFACE (EAST) 
Marc Amable Girard......Acclamation,. 


13. ST. VITAL 
Andre Beauchemin.....o.. Acclamation. 


14, ST. NORBERT (NORTH) 


Joseph TOEBY eee etisdectscecsrcecce Js 
Joseph Gentoniecisicieciecisieeielee clicleiee 9. 
15. ST, NORBERT (SOUTH) 

Pierre DOLOTNOsTs cocceccecswooeee Ue 
Joseph Hamelin. .cccccccccvevcccerte 
16, STE, AGATHE 

George KLYNC oe:8 cic. w sie 0 bloc ae sice ole 
Alexander Morin... cecccceccceccelt. 
17. STE, ANNE and POINT DECHENE 

John H, MeTavish...o.ocee ACClamation, 


8. HEADINGLY 

James Cunningham. . 00 08 06 06 ee waedsee 
James Taylor..cocceccccs cece voeedhe 
10. ST. JAMES 

Edwin Bourke. occ cececcscce ce secede 
Molyneaux St. Johnes voccccvece ecole 
18, ST, JOHN and WINNIPEG 


Donald A. Smith.cccccec oo ery AS 
John Christian SchultZ. eco cane Ose 


24 Morton, Manitoba - A History, p. 146 
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RESULTS - English Parishes - cont'd 


19. KILDONAN 22. ST, ANDREW (NORTH) 

John Sutherland, Bld@rsccccececes 300 Hon, Alfred BOVecrescteceevesnce 
Donald Matheson. cccccccccsscccnce tle Donald GUNG ose c sd ce ceeecsoceoe 
20. ST. PAUL 23. ST, CLEMENT 


Dr. Curtis J. Birdes eoocos eee berec oo. Thomas Bunn. sos cecce ce oe ee ce 0396 
Hugh Pritchard.. 06 08 00 00 06 08 080 eeee Charles B@ZE&ecece ee oe apiseieeleeoce 


21. ST, ANDREW (SOUTH) 24, ST, PETER 
Edward Henry George Gunter Hay... 38. Capt. Thomas Howard..ccccccce? De 
Thomas SinclOilsuccsceesecvctecascos Joseph Monkman.. o oc ce 00 cecccvcclle 


John Gunn... 00 06 88 68 68 00 6G O08 OO 86 0020. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS 
Government Supporters. ......l9 Leader - Alfred Boyd. 


Oppositionists.ccccoccecccece 5 leader - E, H. G. G, Hay 


Source: The Manitoban, January 4, 1871. (Supplement). E. H. G. G. Hay 
became the first official Leader of the Opposition and Alfred Boyd con- 
tinued as Premier for another year. The names of those in opposition 
are cited in footmote 20, and the balance of the winners supported the 
Boyd Government, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1870. 


The summary list of issues at the conclusion of this and each 
following chapter is designed as a ready reference and comparison for 
the reader, Wherever possible the issues are ranked by number according 
to their importance or their intensity of interest to numbers of people. 
Issues will generally be classified under the major, province-wide cate~ 
gories on the one hand, and local and/or minor on the other. Whenever an 
issue is an excellent example of one of the other classifications it will 
be so noted in parentheses, or occasionally listed separately, 


Major, Province-wide. 

l. The Loyalty Cluster. 
(a) Leadership and the use of the rebels - "French Influence.” 
(b) “Government Party” versus "Loyalist or Canadian Party.” 
(c) Old settlers versus new settlers, 
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36 


4, 


The Loyalty Cluster - cont'd. 


(4) The Lieutenant-Governor's favoritism - e.g.1 
Company - French versus Meglish. 


(e) Progress versus reforn. 
(f) The interrment of Thomas Scott. 
(g) The place of party politics in local issues, 


Land Grants, Titles and Script. 


The Electoral System, (Political), 
(a) Dual system of elections, 

(b) Acclamations, 

(¢) Universal suffrage. 


Hudson's Bay 


Personalities and connections of Schultz and Smith, (Personal), 


Minor and Diffuse. 


Immigration, 
Railways - need for development. 


Schools - need for development. 
Need for municipal organization. 


Local and Specific. 


The defection of Alex Templeton. (Personal). 
Fights and disruptions of election meetings. 
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LANDS, LANGUAGE, SCHOOLS 
AND RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT: 
WHO IS IN CONTROL HERE? 
THE ELECTION OF DECEMBER 30, 1874 


POLITICAL FACTIONS, CANDIDATES, LEADERS AND THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM, 


Forty-eight candidates contested the 24 parish-constituencies, 
now 14 English and 10 French, Candidates continued to run as indepen- 
dents divorced from organized party politics. Political factions grew 
around ability to administer effectively and over sympathy to old or 
new, French or English factions, a racial and sectarian politics and 
government, Leaders were R. A. Davis, Premier and Capt. Thoms Scott, 
Oppositionist. Candidates could no longer hold both provincial and 
federal seats, 


Dimensions of Racial Politics: The Major Issue. 


In actual practice the 1874 provincial election campaign began 
long before the official date of dissolution of December 16, 1874. The 
Clarke Government had been overturned on a confidence vote in July of 
1874, ostensibly because it had failed to implement a redistribution 
bill which would satisfy new settler expectations. In December, M. A. 
Giyard's short period in office also came to an end and R. A, Davis, an 
English-speaking Roman Catholic, became premier and went to the elector- 
ate with a redistribution bill which was not unchanged from the original 
Clarke draft: fourteen English districts and ten French. 


Robert Atkinson Davis had been elected to the House in the Winni- 
peg constituency early in 1874 in a by-election called to replace D, A. 
Smith who under new federal legislation could no longer hold both federal 
and provincial seats. 


1 Quite simply, North and South St. Norbert (French) were combin- 
ed as were St. Boniface North and South, The new English constituencies 
to the north and west of Winnipeg were Westbourne and Rockwood. Other 
boundaries were, of course, considerably enlarged. 
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Mr, Davis began his retrenchment policies immediately by naming 
only two other members to his cabinet: Joseph Royal (the leading French 
opponent to Clarke)” and Colin Inkster (a member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil), His move was designed to save the province $4,300 in cabinet sala- 
Yies and became an immediate plank in his election platform. 


The Manitoba Daily Free Press called the Giyard-Davis interchange 
a “desperate” and “unprecedented” move, an evidence that neither govern- 
ment enjoyed the confidence of the people. “We challenge the world and 
all history to produce a better Rump Government than the one that has been 
hatched into feeble and precarious existence in this Province within the 
last few hours,"? . 

The Governzent reconstruction, then, became part of the larger re- 
presentation and racial issue which was payanount in what can only be 
called a bitter campaign. The Free Press joined forces with the large 
number of candidates who deplored the redistribution and reconstruction 
calling both sell-outs of new Canadian settler interests and callous 
surrenders of English interests to French for governmental position and 
power, The Free Press analysis provides a widely shared perspective on 
the campaign and the time. 

We do not advocate that French-haters should be elected to parliament, 
but the history of this province since it had an existence shows that 
the only political parties are English and French; moreover our very 

Legislature proves the same thing, or else why so much mide of the 
Redistribution measure, whiph practically prescribes so many English, 
and so many French members? 

Mr. Davis, on the other hand, maintained throughout the election 
that he had fulfilled his pledge in “opposing the Clarke administration 
tooth and nail” and “to oust it if possible." He blamed John Norquay’s 
“shifty manner” for his own refusal to await Clarke's redistribution bill 


2 Although both French Catholics, Royal and Clarke had parted ways 
as they formed opposing counsel in the Lepine trial over the murder of 
Thomas Scott, Royal's paper Le Metis attacked Clarke as a tmitor for act- 
ing as prosecuting attomey against a countrysan, 


3 Manitoba Daily Free Press (Winnipeg), December 5, 1874, 
(Hereafter cited as MFP 


4h Ibid., December 23, 1874. 
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before opposing him; and attempted to prove to electors that the 
Clarke constituency map would have shown fourteen French to thirteen 
English divisions. 5 


Dual Languages: An Instrumental Issue. 


Another dimension of this same racial question, and hence a 
subsidiary and "instrumental" issue, was the concern to end the use of 
dual languages in the province, The brief Girard Government was cen- 
sured in part for its failure to be any less a supporter of the French 
language than the previous Clarke administration. Dozens of candidates 
and electors addressed meetings in favor of an end to the use of the 
French language in the province. French was deemed an unnecessary ex- 
pense in a province whose provincial treasury it was said at the time 
was “not enough to pay the expenses of running a respectable sea-side 
hotel," The existence of the French language was constantly linked 
with charges of French domination, ? However, other candidates were 
somewhat opposed to a sudden abolition of the use of French in courts 
and the legislature, They feared that such legislation would bring 
retaliation from Ottawa in the form of reduced subsidies, Walter 
Lynch, a Westbourne candidate outrightly opposed abolition of French, 
He believed that an expanding immigration policy with concomitant 
subsidies for an expanded population would better handle the problem, 
The Manitoban (later supergeded by The Standard) believed that time 
would resolve this problem without unnecessary bitterness, 


When the country is more advanced and one language more decidedly in 
use by the whole of the people, it may be judicious and not unjust, 


5 The Manitoban, November 14, 1874, 
6 As cited in Martin, “Political History," p. 107, 


7 “,,,the elections will soon be held and no one amongst the 
English speaking people must be elected who does not pledge himself to 
vote for the abolition of the dual language, and all other forms and 
practices of French domination in this country," Editorial: “A Dream 
That is Not a Dream at All,” MFP, September 21, 1874, 
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after the people have been appealed to, to do away with the dual 
language system of the courts. Till that time comes, any attempt 
to mise an issue on the subject is only another name for an at- 
tempt to mise ill-feeling and disturbance amongst the people, for 
the furtherance of some private and not very creditable ends, 


Responsible Government and No-Party Politics. 


Two further issues in this cluster of “racial” questions had to 
do with the character of men in the Legislature and the groxwth of res- 
ponsible government, The no-party politics of the day was such that many 
or most candidates referred to themselves as independent or at least a- 
voided calling themselves Government supporters, The Free Press deplored 
this attitude, maintaining that most independents were Government support- 
ers in disguise “purchasable to the highest bidder,” and that it was the 
responsibility of the electors to insist that candidates declare for or 
against the Government in order to put an end to English surrender to 
French interests and ensure strong opposition to the "French-dominated” 
Government, The Free Press reminded its readers that corruption and dis~ 
honesty was not inevitable in political life and that patriotic, honest 
and able men could be found, The comment implied that Mr. Davis thought 
otherwise. The Manitoban also warned of corrupt men or men “obtuse of 
intellect.” Electors were told to beware of “land rings, jobbing fami- 


lies and corrupt officialdom." Ghazacter not "connections and positions” 
9 


were the mark to be measured against, 


The Free Press also questioned the constitutional right of the 
Lieutenant-Governor to place Mr. Davis in office. Either responsible go- 
vernment existed or it did not; but events seemed to the Winnipeg paper 
to mean that responsible government had been in operation (even though 
the Manitoba Act did not delineate it) but was suddenly dispensed with upon 
the selection of the Davis Government, without proper consultation with 


8 The Manitoban, October 3, 1874. p. 2. 


9 Ibid., September 5, 1874 and MFP, October 19, November 16, and 
November 25, 1874. 
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the electorate, Very likely Mr. Davis interpreted his appeal to the 
electorate as their opportunity to endorse a new Government and its re- 
distribution legislation,!° 


The Davis Retrenchment Measures, 


In his published card to the electors, Premier Davis cited several 
economy measures including the intention of abolishing the Legislative 
Council, reducing the indemnity of MPP's and the establishment of a Crown 
Counskl, without a salary paid to an independent Attorney-General, The 
latter he was in the process of implementing and his reduction of the 
Government ministry to three was also witness to his economizing measures, 
He promised to negotiate with the Dominion Government for a "modemte 
increase” in subsidies, and intended to introduce a more effective muni- 
cipal system along with aiding such localities with the construction of 
roads and bridges. He also promised an amendment to the school laws based 


on an “accurate list of attendance verified under oath, 


Most candidates agreed that the abolition of the Legislative Coun- 
cil was wise policy and essentially because the Council served as an un- 
necessary expense, There were others, however, who pondered the Council's 
place in protecting the French minority, assuywing that its continued exis- 
tence was related to that role, 


The Davis policy of indemnity reductions, if it was treated at all, 
was generally criticized because it failed to apply to cabinet salaries. 


The cabinet’s reduction in size and absence of an Attorney-General 
was widely criticized. While few candidates would criticize such a cut- 


10 Responsible government in Manitoba is discussed editorially in 
MFP, December 15 and 18, 1874, 


11 MFP, December 5, 1874, p. 2. Much of the new Premier's con- 
cern for government economy arose out of his well-founded belief that the 
Clarke-Howard Government had run the province into $138,000 worth of debt 
while becoming men of means, themselves, See The Manitoban, November 21, 
1874, 
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back on financial grounds the Free Press read into it the failure of Mr, 
Davis to find ready supporters who would serve, As to the use of Crown 
counsel in lieu of a permanent Attorney-General the recent Oppositionist 
John Norquay advocated "a short act defining the duties to be discharged 
by... {the Attomey-Geneval] ." Norquay believed that the Attormey-Gener- 
al's salary could be limited or set by the House so that the Government 
would continue to be responsible to the people for thd administration of 
justice. "No Crown counsel need be made a scapegoat to beat the short- 


comings of a derelict government,” he saia,?? 


There was near unanimous concern for increased subsidies and a 
much-improved municipal act, Most candidates favored both municipal and 
school acts along the lines used in Ontario (a county system of govern- 
ment and non-sectarian schools) although in 1874 there were still those 
who searched for other alternatives or suggested the Ontario approach was 


too expensive, 


Land Speculation and Tax Evasion. 


Perhaps the most heated talk in relation to municipal and school 
organization was the concern to check land speculators who evaded taxes 
because of their absentee landlord status or because of the lack of a 
local taxing authority. “There seems no doubt that such a "land and job- 
bing ring” not only existed but consisted very largely of important Winni- 
peg politicans and businessmen. The Manitoban, as spokesman for the older 
settlers, claimed that George McMicken, the leading Dominion land man, 
was personally involved in taking up eight quarter sections of land at 
Stoney Mountain, the center of the storm over land speculation.-7 It 
would appear that the Dominion Government was concerned to protect land at 
Stoney Mountain for the furtherance of a penitentiary and quarry, and 
certain government employees had extended their control to surrounding 


12 MFP, December 23, 1874, 
13. The Manitoban, October 3, 1874, 
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woodlots, The Manitoban referred to cases of cancelled homesteads to 
facilitate government control over the woodlots. The weekly paper car- 
ried correspondance from the settlers "who," said one, “have been attrac- 
ted hither by the glowing accounts which have been published," But the 
settlers discovered too late, this correspondent continued, that the ac- 
counts were: 
-- & mass of falsehoods and snares invented for the occasion by land 
sharks and speculative officials, who have, by hook or by crook, for 
ced themselves into high positions on Government Departments, it would 
almost seem for the express purpose of taking advantage of that poor- 


er class of people yhos above all others deserve the most assistance 
and commiseration,! 


Farmers and settlers also complained because the Government had 
auctioned off woodlots at a time when they were bereft of money to pur- 
chase them due to the destruction of crops by the worst grasshopper plague 
in recent memory. While prairie fires ravaged the settlers’ holdings, 
well-heeled Winhipegers swept up the woodlots,. 


The Hudson's Bay Company remiined detestable in the eyes of many 
and it was a black mark against any candidate to be associated with the 
largest speculator of all. The Company held a large tract of land outside 
Winni peg which was territory recognized as the logical point of expansion 
of the city, Other Winnipeg businessmen were accused of scrambling for 
land along the newly announced route of the Thunder Bay - Winnipeg milwy 
and the all-important Fort Garry crossing. Both Walter Lynch and C, P. 
Brown, opposing candidates in the Westbourne constituency, were agreed that 
the ring of speculators in Winnipeg had control of the Legislature and were 


“trying to hold that control by electing representatives in each division,"> 


Candidates were, of course, concerned that land speculators should 
pay their share of school taxes. In Woodlands constituency the concem 
was expressed that Dominion-owned school lands should be guarded carefully, 
to be offered only for local use when schools were in fact required in a 


neighborhood, 2° 


14 The Manitoban, October 3, 1874. 
15 MFP, December 10, 1874. 
16 Ibid., November 4, 1874, 
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Sectarian Schools. 


A charge by W. F. Luxton, editor of the Free Press, that the 

French schools under Joseph Dubuc had pocketed monies caused most candi- 
dates to express themselves on the organization and financing of the dual 
schooling system established by the Local House in 1871. The Manitoban 
and the Superintendent of Catholic schools denied the Luxton-Free Press 
charges by pointing out that the Catholic schools had not received more 
money than English schools, but had simply saved more, Furthermore, they 
argued, there were twenty-one French Catholic schools not six as Luxton 
alleged; and Dubuc received monies not as a government hack but as the, 
then, superintendent of sepamte schools.” 


Already there were candidates advocating an end to the “sectarian 
school system” so recently established. Others would not call for aboli- 
tion of the “sectarian schools” but, rather, suggested a system of payments 
geared, in part, to the amount of English taught in each school, In Win- 
nipeg, the Premier’s opponent Captain Thomas Scott presaged the issue of 
another decade when he called for compulsory education. 


Local Roads, 


There was no shortage of issues which had a more local or person- 
al quality, Talk about good roads was centered around two projected high- 
ways" the Westbourne - Portage la Prairie and Rockwood =- Winnipeg routes, 


The leading local question in Portage prompted petitions by mte- 
payers pledging money to ensure that the road passed through their town, 
The importance can be sensed in this commentary from the constituency: 


«oe @nd in the meantime we patiently abide the issue, it is an impore 
tant one, No member should be returned from the Electoral Division to 


the Local Parliament, but who will pledge himself to see this road 
established and completed from Palestine to the Portage, We can hardly 


17 The Manitoban, November 14, 1874 and MFP, November 13, 1874 
a letter from Superintendent Elie Tasse. 
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believe any one here will vote for a man who will support the -- 
Totogan road to the exclusion of this one which cuts off the Por- 
tage and seriously damages our interests. 


The commentator concluded with a call for the united support of 


candidate C. P. Brown who ws pledged to “go in for this: roaa,"_0 


There was a growing acceptance that the Provincial Government should 
concentrate on building the "leading roads.” 


Temperance and Liquor Licensing. 


As early as September the highly respected Chief Justice Wood ad- 
dressed a temperance gathering claiming that "Drinkmakers and drink must 
be stamped out.” “The question is," he said, “shall our laws be made to 
suit the liquor prisoner and the drunkard, or shall they be made by the 
respectable and the industrious?"!” 


As the campaign got under way candidates called for some form of 
license control and while most leading candidates like Luxton, Scott and 
Norquay desired a licensing system with the question put to the electors, 
there were other speakers who could speak of the liquor traffic as a “le- 


gitimate and honorable" business ,~° 


Other Local and Minor Issues, 


Other local or minor issues included a debate over the future mil 
crossing and who held land by proposed crossings. The hay privilege, 
settlers having a right to claim a two mile stretch along the river-bed 
for haying purposes-=- continued to be debated, especially as it might tend 
to make a settler eligible to vote in an additional constituency, A de- 


18 MFP, October 10, 1874, 
19 Ibid., September 8, 1874, 


20 Ibid., November 13, (Rockwood meeting), December 9 (Scott's 
meeting) and December 23, 1874 (Norquay's comments on a more stringent 
act with consultation of electomte). 
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mand for lower courts was commonly heard, And back in Winnipeg and as 
far south as Emerson there were complaints regarding the Premier's short- 
sightedness in not changing the electoral law in respect to their being 
but one polling station in each constituency. For some electors it meant 
@ lengthy journey and loss of two days work. In Winnipeg it meant that 
600 persons might wish to vote in but 420 minutes and at only one voting 
place said the Davis opponent, Thomas Seott.“> 


And in Winnipeg the battle mged between Davis and Scott, Both 
men addressed themselves intelligently to the major issues, never losing 
an opportunity to singe his opponent in the heated words. Mr. Davis was 
forced to answer charges that he had promoted legislation already endor- 
sed by the Clarke-Howard Government and that he had granted an extension 
of a liquor licence without authorization. He was accused of mishandling 
the licences for land which led to men like Bannatyne and Schultz gaining 


control of the area zumored to be the future crossing of the mailway,-“ 


The unkindest cut of all was the all too common attack on his 
person, The Free Press concurred with the following Montreal assessment 
in reference to the Premier's private life as a hotel proprietor in Win- 
nipeg, 
Just fancy the “boss” of a billiard room and bar room in Ontario or 
Quebec not only a Cabinet Minister, but a bar room keeper doling out 
whiskey and rum by the glass every day, and signing cheques on the 
Treasury, and meeting the Lieutenant-Governor in Council! This is 
the prevailing man here now; ability, sobriety, and decency go for 
nothing.” 

The same commentary referred to men like Dubuc and Angus Mackay as “mere 

proxies and ciphers" for Archbishop Tache and Joseph Royal of St. Boni- 

23 


face, 


Mr. Davis regained his Winnipeg seat and ruled to see the Free 
Press voice other opinions in the next campaign. 


21 MFP, December 9 and 18, 1874, 
22 Ibid., December 9, 1874, 
23 From the Montreal Witness as reprinted in MFP, October 24, 1874, 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS" 

FACTION SEATS WON LEADER 
Government Supporters 10 Robert Atkinson Davis 
Oppositionists 8 Captain Thomas Scott 
Independents 5 wees 


Kildonian constituency was tied, 


Winning Candidates. 


Government - R, A. Davis, Joseph Royal, Maxime Lepine, Felix Chenier, 
Angus McKay, Marc A. Girard, Charles Nolin, Joseph Lemay, Joseph Dubuc, 
F, A, Martin, (Includes all French-speaking victors, Premier Davis was 
the lone English-speaking Government supporter, ) 


Oppositionists - C. P. Brown, Dr. Cowan, Kenneth McKenzie, F. E, Cornish, 
Thomas Howard, John Norquay, W. R. Dick, and William F. Luxton. 


Independents - John Taylor, Alex Murmy, Edwin Bourke, Dr. Curtis Bird, 
and John Gunn, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1874, 


Ma jor, Province-wide. 
1, Redistribution - French versus English (Substantive). 


2. Dual Languages (Instrumental) and French Domination. 


3. Responsible Government and no-party politics. (Political), 
The above three issues may be considered part of a mcial cluster, 


4, Land Speculation and Tax Evasion. 


5. Retrenchment Measures. (Political, Right). 
(a) Abolition of the Legislative Council, 


(bd) Reduction of number of cabinet ministers and absence of Attorney- 
General, 


(c) Reduced indemnities. 


24 MFP, January 2, 1875. Many accounts disagreed on the above 
placement of winning candidates, The above classification is likely that 
according to the professions of the members returned as cited in The Mail 
(Toronto), January 4, 1875, p. 1. 
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6, Sectarian Schools - Dual Schooling Systen, 


Minor. 

Increased federal subsidies, (Federal). 

Municipal organization - development of roads and bridges. 

Good roads. (Local). 

Temperance and liquor licensing system, (Social). 

Rail crossings - location and land speculation, (Local, Perennial), 
Haying privileges. 


Development of lower courts, (Political). 


Insufficient polling stations. (Political). 


Compulsory education, 


Personality. 
Premier Davis - the bar-room keeper. (Local). 
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ONTARIO SETTLERS AND RAILROADS 
THREATEN THE RACIAL BALANCE 


NOVEMBER 11 TO DECEMBER 18, 1878. 


POLITICAL FACTIONS, CANDIDATES, LEADERS AND THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM. 


Forty-seven candidates contested the twenty-four; seats, 
Independence of candidates continued with some hardening of Government 
and Oppositionist positions all rooted in racial questions more than 
party politics, The twenty-four constituencies were now divided evenly, 
eight English (old settler), eight French, and eight new settler, Premier 
John Norquay and Joseph Royal were Government leaders with Captain Thomas 
Scott and H. J. Clarke, leading Opposition spokesmen in English and 
French respectively. 

As early as March 1875, John Norquay had been called into the Davis 
Government in the latter's attempt to compromise with Opposition demands 
and to strike an equitable English-French balance in his cabinet, The 
retirement of Mr, Davis in October 1878 meant that John Norquay (the 
newly appointed Premier) went to the electorate bereft of the reconciler 
who had attempted to hold Royal and himself (Norquay) together, Much of 
the election battle would center, therefore, upon the personages of H. J. 
Clarke (leader of the pre-Davis-Norquay Government) and Joseph Royal, at 
odds with both Clarke and Norquay yet still determined to cooperate 


with the latter for the sake of French-Canadian interests. 


Premier No *"s Platforms (1) Rail Facilities, 


John Norquay spoke to his electors in St. Andrew's South about 
four concerns which were to be key province-wide issues: railway facilities, 
extension of boundaries, a new financial basis for the province, and a 
drainage act. He recognized, first of all, the necessity of the develop- 
ment of railways--the matter of unequalled importance in Manitoba politics 
for the next decade, The new Premier maintained that: 


The lack of railway facilities for the transportation of the surplus 
produce of the farmers to market being severely felt, and a dis- 
position to be incorporated into municipalities having been evinced 
by certain sections of the province for the purpose of enabling then 
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to offer bonuses to railway companies, it is the intention of the 
Government to assist such lecal efforts by the necessary legis- 
lation and by such other means as will receive the sanction of 

tek, parliament. 

Norquay was speaking particularly of the western portions of 
the province and their need for rail facilities, During the campaign, 
Manitebans celebrated the arrival of the first train at St. Boniface 
as part of the Pembina Branch and its international links. 


The concern for railways was exacerbated by the uncertainty 
connected with the change in Federal Government (Alexander MacKensie being 
replaced by John A. Macdonald) and the sense that Mackenzie's gévernment 
aid to local lines might have to be replaced by local fund-raising efforts, 
The Free Press and many candidates in the election were against provincial 
assistance as it night be “unfair to some sections”, A provincial 
guarantee on local debentures was advocated. But the importance of the 
railways was well summed up editorially: 


We notice that in many constituencies the railway question is being 

made the election question. As already intimated, it will be but 

for the members to be returned to give the present Government their 

assistance and support to develop a scheme which will be both 

equitable and effective. 

There was, surprisingly enough, a certain amount of contention 

as to whether railroads were the answer to communication and transport 
needs. E. H. G. G. Hay, the consistantly independent minded Oppositionist, 
called for turnpikes rather than railways as more accurately meeting the 
then present needs in Manitoba. Until good roads, bridges and drainage 
were in existence, Hay could foresee financial difficulties in the way of 
an all too early aunicipalization for the sake of enticing railway compa- 
nies by lecally-raised bonuses,” 


The concern for the development of railways brought a nurgber of 
subsidiary issues into play. Would there be a bridge built from St. 


1 MFP, November 16, 1878. 
2 Ibid October 30, 1878. 
Ibid November 15 and 25, 1878. 


65 


co 
ou) to eohibonsat ott aI ice 
pipes Yrtendned! wht Yaw 
ie weiiine wit ete ‘th 
oF 
ha. us 7 
Wy amalsane raatasr edé Yo; 
Anima M2 gear 0 
eae Itoet: 08 <8 
vi I 
6 see 4 ¥ 
ch wer idtee ‘, 
ted a , LJ r : ; 
Mte, witatihet Seed * Sona eat nlp 
\- M@ bh 
RipAleT Pasa vreW mS LOE ate fit sete i ena 
' Peleitihesr J Tenneet ' 
ele TO eRet unk 1d note 
‘wit my BY Te. pal he ‘ge 
wi On ‘Lede 2 bi fae att } My a 
- ‘ y od (ha ews ay 
yivdy elastomers Dayodeeg wt ert ede Ear ae oo ak Z 
: pret eater’ chee eget tn aad . gett ea 
4 Shs | 8 70 Payeiie oF A. toes ‘ (tom ; 
(ysis? DNA Wee e ae Trarmats hee Towiiss’ nee tL 
. 4 ot a oo) is 5 
dwlae! tteagqn twee’ Were tthe taht Meh. snerfengs A pat cara 
Se Re: TA Oe em ee nen thee Hata’, | Sem 
ymiech Pia etal wi the ng tas rare aha 
2: (eho He Leek nS Erol Ee ae ee i sleno mabe 
AMES To hie yelobene he sheet aes cies rapt 
‘1 “4 
te sedan # Taine. evel ias Yh a iraciatdean és 0% idevonns Wer ae 
: ‘ 
Fe aed Ti siid webbed «ed soul DE mk ovale xitas eevrant- watt 
* wg [ | 
alts * amps se 
<4 yea ’ 
sane eee wa * ore 
i) » SRGL een a ec bass a a 
= on | ‘ ; 
b 
7 a . a Fy i re. 


Boniface to Winnipeg to bring the Pembina Branch into the latter city? 
Where would the national Canadian route cross the Red River~--at 
Winnipeg or Selkirk? The Free Press had conceded the latter windfall 
to Selkirk but the Gevernment candidate in Winnipeg, William A. Loucks, 
still preferred a Winnipeg crossing,’ Facilities would still be 
required to accompany the railroad. St. Boniface had no turntable which 
meant a return trip to Pembina--tender foremost. Correspondants and 
candidates spoke of the need for a comprehensive scheme which would avoid 
the pitfalls of piecemeal provincially charted branchlines and of the 
need for a new look at land reserve, 

J 


The railway issue was central in the St. Clements (Selkirk) 
constituency where Capt. J. W. Vaughn, a candidate opposing John W. Sifton, 
pointed to wasted reserve lands which could be settled, Other candidates 
suggested a graded government tax on lands bordering railroads with 
decreased rates paid for every five miles distance from proposed lines, 
This land tax system was proposed in lieu of what some thought would be 
unequal municipal bonus support, since unorganized areas “would get off 
scot free” and half-breed lands held by speculators “would have all the 
penefit”.° . 


No "s Platform: (2) Bo Extension, 


The second major concern as presented in Norquay’s address to his 
electors in St. Andrew’s South was the interest in an extension of 
boundaries, Premier Norquay stated: 


As there is every reason to believe that very soon the boundaries 
ef the province will be extended, the Government will use every 
means possible to secure from the federal authorities such terms 
as will place us financially on_an equitable footing with the 
other provinces of the Dominion. 


MFP, December 13, 1878. 
MFP, November 25, 1878. 
MFP, November 25 and December 7, 1878, 
MFP, Noverber 16, 1878. 
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Norquay echoed the common argument that Manitoba had the 
governmental machinery to administer an area three or four times its 
then present size. 


No *s Platform: Financ the School Systen. 
In his address Norquay spoke (thirdly) of the need “to meet the 

increased demand for aid in support of schools caused by the large influx 

of immigration into this province”, His Government had secured an 

advance of $10,000 per year for three years (charged against the sales 

of Dominion-held school lands which would be urged by the Province), 

His government, he said, would “urge upon the Federal Authorities the 

sale, as soon as advisable, of such school lands as have been enhanced 

in value by settlement or otherwise to an extent sufficient to realize 

an amount equal to such an advance”.© Other candidates, including 

J. W. Sifton of St. Clements, viewed the sale of school lands as “suicidal” 

since he aes that their worth would increase greatly if held for 


a few years more, 


No °s Platform: (4) Drainage. 


And, finally, Premier Norquay promised a drainage act which 
would establish a drainage system to make valuable lands out of what 
had been mere muskeg, Certain election divisions were affected more 
than others over this question. In Pembina people were literally “shut 
in during almost the entire summer" by muskeg and swamp. In Winnipeg a 
lack of proper drainage in areas immediately surrounding the city had 
kept newcomers from settling close to the city. Candidate Loucks of 
Winnipeg called on the Government to provide main drains while land 
holders might then provide their own side drains,-° 


8 MFP, November 16, 1878, 
9 MFP, November 25, 1878. 
10 MFP, December 7 and 13, 1878. 
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Land Speculation: A Major Perennial Issue. 


Another land concern arising out of a Pembina meeting was over 
the still growing land speculation throughout the zuowince Saf 
articulate Pembina candidate J. F. Galbraith reviewed the wild,tax 
legislation in the young province which would have taxed non-residents 
at a much higher rate than residents. Galbraith believed land speculation 
was still speculation whether performed by residents or non-residents 
and, in fact, the reason why a higher per acre tax was not practicable 
was simply because “the majority of the members of parliament were 
more or less extensive land owners”, ~> 


Further Major Perennial Issues. 


Five other rather more contentious and province-wide issues were 
much more related to past and anticipated Government action. The 
electoral questions of open versus secret ballot, and redistribution, 
abolition of the dual language, provincial expenditures, future of the 
school system and the plight of provincial opposition were (if we might 
use some of our suggested categories of issues) those of contention, 
province-wide in scope, public, and for the most part took the form of 
more narrow political issues rather than the broadly social definition, 


Perennial Issues: (1) The Ballot and (2) Redistribution, 


A strong movement for the secret ballot had gained dominance in 
the province but the new Government under Norquay, who remained adamantly 
opposed to the secret ballot throughout his political career, reversed 
any such movement for another decade. Outspoken opponents of Norquay’s 
policy, like Edward Henry George Gunter Hay in St. Andrew's North and 
J. F, Galbraith in Pembina, claimed that the Government had moved away 
from the secret ballot on the grounds that people were “not sufficiently 
intelligent enough” to handle this voting procedure, but in fact “the 


1l MFP, December 7, 1878. 
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ignorance of the few should not interfere with the wishes of the many”,~* 
Hence, voters continued in 1878 to vote by declaring vocally for a 
particular candidate and having their name entered under his list. Some 
electers could speak in favor of the open ballot since it offered the 
opportunity to allow a man to dissociate himself publicly from an un- 
desirable candidate.’> These same articulate independent men, and includ- 
ing Clarke’s opponent in Rockwood, Thos, Lusted, advecated a redistribution 
of seats based on representation by population instead ef the continued 
practice of territorial representation for racial or class greups. The 
seats were now distrubuted on the basis of eight “old” English settlers, 
eight French and eight new settlers and the disparities in terms of 
population were growing more obvious every year. 


Perennial Issues: Abolition of Dual es. 


Two further issues were racial or sectional in nature in addition 
to the redistribution question, The latter had been temporarily resolved 
in favor of striking “racial balance” more than equal representation for 
all, In 1876 the Davis Government had finally succeeded in abolishing 
the Legislative Council, hence saving the country $3500 per year in lieu 
of salaries, Now demands arose to abolish the use of the French language 
in the House, courts, and public printing, hence offering further much- 


{2 


12 » Hay’s comments were contained in the November 25th issue 
and calbrettTe’ on December 7th. 


13 Charges of personal ianorality against H, J, Clarke (discussed 
below) prompted the following rather peculiar defence of the open ballot 
by a Rockwood elector writing to the Free Press. "I feel that the disgrace 
ef electing Mr. Clarke will be such that every Rockwood elector who polls 
a vote in his favor will be a marked man, and though I am in favor of the 
use of the ballot at elections I feel it is most fortunate for the electors 
that the system of open voting prevails at this particular election, as 
every honest man I feel assured, will take an honest pride in polling his 
vote openly against the man who has so outraged every feeling of honesty 
and decency, and let them who are willing to endorse Mr. Clarke’s action 
do so and bear the blame themselves without drawing their fellow electors 
into the vortex of shame and disgrace in which Clarke is floundering,” 

MFP, Decenuber 5, 1878, 
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needed savings. This issue was a cleavage along French-English lines, 
Even the most independent minded English speaking candidates--Hay, Lusted 
and Galbraith for examples, favored the “abolition of dual languages”, 
Galbraith posited what was to become the winning argument over the next 
few years, Printing statutes in French, he said, was an expense with 
"ne corresponding gain”. However, on the abolition of the language, he 
was prepared to support the government and wait for it to decide when 
the time for abolition was right. He noted that the opposition Canadian 
Party platform also favored abolition, but that the time was not opportune 
for them to make use of it. Galbraith seemed to believe that time would 
wash away the use of the inneace sas 


Perennial Issues: (4) Sectarian or Secular Schools, 


. Discussions concerning Manitoba's schooling system also took on 
"sectional arguments, Naturally enough French candidates were concerned 
with protecting the denominational system protected by the Manitoba Act 
since 1871. An excommunicated politician like H. J, Clarke, however, 
favored an Ontario-like secular system, “purely non-sectarian schools”, 
which would have to be obtained as much by “Imperial action” as by lecal 
initiative because of the constitutional protection of the Manitoba Act. 
Clarke argued that a province with 7,000 French and 50,000 English could 
ne longer equally distribute school funds between the two language groups. 
Promised changes by the Government had not and would not come about, 
Clarke said, because Joseph Royal would threaten to leave Norquay's 
Government over abolition of either the French language or equal divisien 
of school noney.-? 


Others were simply concerned about the proper supervision of the 
school system and decried the fact that a superintendent in Winnipeg 
oversaw all districts of the province, One correspondent in the Free 
Press advocated local superintendents who would reflect much-needed 


14 MFP, December 7, 1878. 
15 MFP, December 2, 1878. 
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lecal organization, a Minister of the Crown to administer schools, with 
monies paid directly to local districts,2° His letter brought a reply 

the next day in the Free Press by W. Cyprian Pinkham, Superintendent of 
Winnipeg Schools, who disagreed that monies should be paid direct to 

local districts. Such a policy, he said, had been conducted under the 

old Clarke Government and had been changed under Davis with the establish- 
ment of a Board of Education, 


This brief debate reflected the growing concern for the quality 
of education in the province, mentioned by more than one candidate and 
newspaper editor, There was a cognizance that Norquay'’s new found monies 
weuld be quickly swallowed up simply in expanding schools for new English 
settlers and the newly arrived Nennonites,-’ And underlying the concern 
for quality was an uneasiness that denominational schools were a burdensome 
expense whose quality was becoming increasingly questionable. 


Perennial Issues: (5) The Cost of Governing, 


So it is that the debates over provincial expenditures had their 
sectional or “racial” dimension as well. The Manitoba Gazette in an 
editorial captioned “Exit-Royal-Davis; Enter Royal-Norquay” portrayed 
the distressed new settler.view, It described “honest John Nerquay” as 
“the next cat’s paw to be used for a short time, till the French-Canadian 
clique of St. Boniface can mature their plan of future operations to 
secure another four years lease of the treasury of the province”, Davis 
was out, charged the paper, because Winnipeg and no one @lse would re-elect 
hin, 2° For the Gazette Joseph Royal was the béte noir of recent Manitoba 
politics, The paper charged Royal with having pocketed over $29,000 by 
charging as much as 200 per cent above market price for printing and 
stationery work done for the Government by his French language newspaper 
Le Metis. The Gazette saw the Royal printing steal as part of a French 
disruption of government economy. The paper compared Clarke and Davis 


16 MFP, December 6, 1878. 
17 MFP, December 6 and 7, 1878, 
18 Manitoba Gazette (Winnipeg), October 19, 1878, 
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expenditures, attempting to show that charges of extravagance levelled 
at the earlier Clarke Government failed to appreciate the extent of 
expenditure on government buildings, roads and bridges, immigration and 
agriculture. In contrast, the Davis Government spent only 13 to 14 per 
cent ef its budget on much needed public works and was found using 
“stable manure and straw bridges over gullies”, the Gazette argued, 

In the Portage La Prairie area the roads were so bad one farmer had 
built his own toll read through his property for “ten cents per team 
for the privilege of escaping through a field from the actual dangers of 
the great highway provided by the government of economy of Messrs, Royal 
Davis and Company”, 


The Manitoba Free Press, on the other hand, had praised Davis 
and his Government’s "no mean quantity of progressive and desireable 
legislation”, The Free Press admitted Davis had been helped in his 
“measures of retrenchment” by Dominion subsidies, but credited the 
"careful handling of his particular department--the Treasuryship” for 
making the province “entirely free of debt", “Whatever success may attend 
future administrations in Manitoba, we risk nothing in averring that none 
can ever merit more credit for financial economy and honesty than that of 
which Mr, Davis has been Premier, for the last four years,"~° 


This noticeable switch in editorial stance by the Free Press since 
1874 was explained by the Gazette and other Government opponents as being 
due to Luxten's being given a share of the Government printing in 1875. 


The Free Press cited figures to indicate savings by the Davis 
Government specifically in office rentals and services of clerks, A debate 
raged over the alleged $27,662.79 drawn directly by H. J. Clarke through 
"secret service” indictment charges, Clarke charged $25 for every indict- 
ment against an accused and in later editorials the Free Press attempted 
to show that 306 indictments under the Clarke Attorney~-Generalship 
involved only 102 persons, only 65 convictions, and repeated indictments 
against individuals ranging as high as 22 times in one case, with an 


19 Manitoba Gazette, November 2, 1878. 
20 MFP, October 16, 1878, 
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average cost per indictment of $133.46. The Davis Government had tried 
77 different persons for 116 offenses with 51 convictions at an average 
cost of $60.80, said the Free Press in an editorial "The Clarke-Indictment 
Robbery".-> 


Clarke Versus Royal and Norquay: Personifying the Racial Issues, 


The issue of provincial expenditures blended quickly with the 
personal issues of Royal and Clarke's candidacies, The Gazette countered 
the Free Press arguments against Clarke pointing out that his work as 
Attorney-General included the great expenditures related to an infanous 
“Gorden Kidnapping case” which involved a question of Ontario inter- 
ference in Manitoba policing, and matters related to the disposition of 
Louis Riel and the trial of Maxime Lepine where Clarke represented the 
crowm, This latter role ingratiated him in the eyes of the French elector- 
ate, as did his opposition to Louis Riel as the latter attempted to gain 
entry to the House of Commons through the Provencher constituency .~~ 


The Free Press saw Clarke as the arch-opponent of the new settlers. 
In 1872 he had introduced legislation demanding a three-year residency 
before voting designed to “clip the wings of the Ontario people”, He 
also forwarded a motion condemning the Ontario Legislature for its offer 
of $5,000 for the conviction of the Scott nurderers.~> The Free Press 
Claimed that Frank J, Adjon, editer of the Gazette, was a nephew of Clarke 
and a former clerk in the latter's office, and that Clarke, therefore, 
was the real editor of the Gasette,”" Clarke was forced to defend his 
Rockwood candidacy by countering claims that there had been no requisition 
by the people of Rockwood for his candidacy .~° 


21 MFP, December 10, 1878, 

22 Manitoba Gazette, November 23, 1878, 
23 MFP, November 16, 1878, 

24 Ibid,, November 20, 1878. 

25 Ibid., December 2, 1878, 
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The personal issue which seemed to most upset a number of voters 
was Clarke's married life, It seems he had left his own wife and fanily 
in pursuit of a friend's wife, The Gazette said such charges were not 
worthy of public debate but the Free Press carried many letters from 
readers which are indicative of the impert of this matter to the 


eiectere -° 


While the Free Press was busy casting aspersions against Clarke, 
the Gazette was equally preoccupied with attacking Joseph Royal, A 
series of letters were published associating Royal with N. D. Gagnier, 
publisher of Le Metis, with the purpose of showing that Royal had lied in 
denying any association with the newspaper, and, consequently, any 
Government contracts granted to it. The Gazette raised for the electorate 
earlier charges of fraud and the loss of $42,000 from the Indian Bureau 
in which a commission had implicated Royal, To attack Royal was to attack 
the whole Norquay-Royal racial balance politics of the campaign. Royal 
was charged with making racial appeals in his campaign to French Metis on 
the basis of preservation of language, Church and separate schools,” The 
charges against Royal were summed up editorially beginning with his denial 


26 For example, an elector of Rockwood wrote as follows: “Shall 
we send to our Legislative halls a man who neither fears God nor honors 
the Queen--who has trampled the commands of God under his feet by violating 
the laws of his maker enjoining upon us not to commit adultery, and not 
to covet our neighbor's wife, 


eeeFor the sake of humanity as well as for the sake of the once loved but 

now pining and dying wife, and to the orphaned children of her who now has 

joined her life to him, shall we not cast him from us as a poisonous thing. 
let us not bring down the vengeance of God nor do violence to our 

own feelings of self-respect, by condoning this perfidy. From the issues 

involved we are a marked constituency. The Province is looking upon us... 


Mothers and wives of Rockwood, your duty is plain. It is in your 
power to influence your husbands and sons against supporting one who has 
so far set at defiance the laws of God and man and who has so outraged 


Let not the stain rest upon us of being the only constituency willing 
to take in Clarke and condone his wickedness,” MFP, December 5, 1878. 


27 Manitoba Gazette, November 9, 1878. 
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of connections with Gagnier: 


eee8S & member of the House he lied willfully, as a member of 
the Government he was acting the part of a cheat of the very worst 
kind, as a printer he charged a hundred per cent over the real value 
of the work, as a member of the Government he was also a member of 
the Board of Audit, passed his own printing accounts, got his cheques, 
payable to N. D. Gagnier and Company on order from his friend the 
Premier R. A. Davis and after endorsing N. D. Gagnier and Company's 
name on the cheques--get the money at the Merchant's Bank.¢ 

In his denials in both the Gazette and Free Press, Royal implied 


that Clarke was behind Abjon’s deternination.~” 


John Norquay would not escape unscathed by the Clarke-Royal battle, 
The Free Press could say of him upon his appointment; “though he has been 
associated with the Government of the Province almost continuously since 
it had an existence, it has yet to happen for even a political opponent to 
attribute the slightest dishonesty to the present Premier", -” However, 
Captain John Allan, Norquay’s opponent in St. Andrew’s South, charged 
throughout the campaign that Norquay was a poor man and a “turncoat” who 
was too easily tempted by the high salaries paid to members of the Govern- 
nent cabinet, = Many electors, then, were bitterly disappointed that Mr. 
Norquay, elected in opposition, had now twice joined government ranks. 
The Gazette reminded the electorate that Norquay supported the Conservative 
banner in Selkirk but the Liberal Party in the federal election in 
Marquette, Norquay was to be criticized in this and every election in 
which he participated for his non-party stands. 


But perhaps the greatest issue revolving around the new premier 
was, again, a racial one. Clarke, according to a Gazette account, had 
asked Norquay whether he was prepared to pledge his government to a 
redistribution “without regard to language or party lines”, Norquay is 
supposed to have answered “No, I am not, I do not think it necessary, as 
there will be no elections for four years.” The Gazette saw his reply as 
an intention to rule in the "interests of themselves” and the “French- 


28 Manitoba Gazette, November 16, 1878. 
29 MFP, November 19, 1878. 
30 MFP, October 16, 1878, 


31 MFP, November 20, 1878, and a letter to the Manitoba Gazette 
making the same charge December 7, 1878. 
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Canadian Ring” for feur more years. myill this be permitted?” the 
paper asked. 


No, let the votes of the overwhelming majority haul this Norquay- 
Royal Ring from power and save the country from French-Canadian 
rule, 

Why should 7,000 French have two ministers while 50,000 English 
have only two? The only reason is, that Davis and Luxton combined, 
for their own profit, and gave the minority almost an equal 
representation in the House, The voters must take the matter in 
hand and defeat the compact at the polls, 

Listing the major provincial-wide issues as we have done for 
1878, gives clear evidence, therefore, that whether of the public or 
personal, social or political categories, most became tinged with 


sectional or racial concerns as they were argued at public meetings. 


The Campaign in Winnipeg. 


In Winnipeg the election was fought and won by the popular 

Captain Scott who charged that his opponent William A. Loucks had been 
placed in opposition to him simply to prevent Scott and his supporters 
from campaigning outside Winnipeg. Scott charged that Loucks had supported 
the Government only following his appointment as a Justice of the Peace, 
and that Loucks was not a resident of Winnipeg. >> 


Scott asked the electors to ponder why it was that reconstruction 
of governments always preceded elections in Manitoba, He joined other 
candidates in pointing to an unfairness in the treatment of outlying 
districts in regard to Bohontine! = 


Loucks denied that he was “brought out by the Government...”. He 
questioned whether an alternative government were possible and quoted the 
St. Paul's candidate B. Thibaudeau as saying “that the new Government, if 


32 Manitoba Gazette, December 7, 1878. 


33 The Manitoba Gazette, December 14, 1878, charged that five 
signatories of the Loucks’ requisition were on the staff of the Free Press 
and two with the sovernment, 


34 MFP, December 11, 1878. 
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the present one was defeated would be: Premier-Scott; Treasurer-Clarke; 
Secretary-Thibaudeau. (Laughter) That was a happy family. They didn’t 
agree with each other but they dare not attack one another, so they all 
pounced on the Government”, Loucks questioned how Scott could possibly 
work for Winnipeg with only five or six men with him and epposing any 
and everything the Government aia. 


The Free Press exercised itself over the issue of opposition by 
calling the various opposition candidates a “motley crew” of independents 
openly opposed to Government policy, others opposed to personnel rather 
than policy, and a third group (epitomized by Scott perhaps) who were 
“straight-out” oppositionists, There was little or no co-operation 
amongst these three pee aa The Free Press editorial was inspired by 
the results of nomination day showing seven Government members elected 
by acclamation, 


Minor and Local Issues, 


Other minor or local issues included the case of 500 cords of 
Rissing firewood charged to public works, Eight hundred cords had been 
purchased when less than 200 would heat all Government buildings for a 
37 
year, 


Many electors were concerned with the disposition of “half-breed 
lands", particularly in the St, James area, since a promise made by 
Lieutenant-Governor Archibald, that the native settlers would have 
complete freedom of choice, was renegged upon by Lieutenant-Governor 
Morris, Governor Morris evidently believed that the original grants were 
unduly generous and potentially disruptive of parish life. His proposal 
of taking up two entire townships were found, in practice, to have 
scattered the land titles and children to whom grants would have been 


35 MFP, December 11, 1878, 
36 MFP, December 12, 1878. 
37 Manitoba Gazette, October 26, 1878. 
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In the last week of the campaign a shooting incident took place 
at Emerson, If we piece together various reports printed in the Gazette 
and Free Press (see the Gazette Extra addendum) it would appear that a 
returning efficer was straining on a federal technicality to ensure the 
unopposed candidacy of Joseph Taillfer, It now seems obvious that the 
summons to arrest the returning officer, the lack of cooperation of the 
priests, with whom both candidate and returning officer were strangely 
hosted overnight, led to a round of shooting injuring both candidate 
Taillfer and one Constable McLean. 


Archbishop Tache later publicly issued signed affidavits by each 
of the involved priests indicating their unpremeditated action in assuming 
that the plainclothes officers had arrived to molest their guests, 


‘. Diseentent had existed throughout the campaign in the Ste, Agathe 
(Emerson) district,” Racial feeling was still high here and the Manitoba 
Gazette related the events to the Government victory, advocating that the 
participants deserved nothing but contempt. 


"The eyes of the whole country are now fixed on Ste. Agathe, 
where the infamous Dominion Note trick has resulted in sericus, if not 
fatal crime...the sad spectacle of priestly interference in political 
contests must end in Manitoba.” 


38 Manitoba Gazette, Nov. 2, 1878 and MFP, Nov. 13, 1678. 


39 As early as November 20th the Free Press correspondant in 
Emerson sent in the following report: “There is a disposition manifested 
here to take no part in the local election, it being claimed that persons 
living in the adjoining parish of St. Norbert, in numbers sufficient to 
control the election are registered in the parish of Ste, Agathe, and 
otherwise entitled to vote, are not on the list. They say ‘a fair fight 
or none at all’,” 


4O Manitoba Gazette, December 21, 1878. The Gazette claimed that 
the returning officer waited until after the deadline for receiving 
nominations had passed before announcing that Joseph Taillfer'’s epponent 
had not made his deposit in the proper form of Dominion notes or currency. 
Manitoba Gazette, December 14, 1874, (Supplement), 
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Headlines from the Manitoba Gazette of December 14, 1878, concerning 
the shooting incident in Emerson. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1878. 


FACTION SEATS WON 
Ministerialists 16 to 18 
Oppositionists and Independents 6 to 8 


Reports vary but certainly Captain Thomas Scott, Thomas Lusted and 
Kenneth McKenzie were among the Oppesitionists or Independents, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1878. 
Major. 


1. Government reconstruction, 
(a) French versus English, (Public), 
(b) Clarke versus Norquay-Royal, (Personal). 
2. Provincial finances - and the Clarke-indictment robbery, 
3. Railway facilities - their development and financing, 
4, Dual languages. 
5. Sectarian schools - finance, administrations: rural versus urban, 
6, Land speculation and tax evasion, 
7. Drainage systen, 
8, Open versus secret ballot. 
9. Redistribution, 
10, Boundary Extensions. 
ll. Goed reads. 


Minor or Local, | 

Party politics versus independent opposition, 
land grants and titles, 

Emerson shooting and “priestly interference”, 
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NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1879, 


FACTION LEADER CANDIDATES 
Ministerialists John Norquay 29 
Oppositionists Captain Thomas Scott 9 
Independents “2 = @ 7 


Continued communal no-party electoral system, Twenty-four single 
member electoral divisions, six French, six English and twelve new 
settler, While more and more candidates identified with federal 
party distinctions party politics still did not operate officially 


in the local government, 

The election of December 1879 came about as the result of 
a@ government crisis in which Joseph Royal and his fellow French- 
Canadian cabinet minister Pierre Delorme left the Norquay Government, 
Royal had attempted to force Mr, Norquay into accepting a dual majority 
system of French and English support, combined with an acceptance 
of the two-party system, which might allow for a magnification of 
French influence as it tended to do federally, Royal's threat of 
resignation backfired, Premier Norquay reconstructed his cabinet 
without French representation, passed redistribution legislation which 
was still of a communal no-party nature (six English, six French and 
twelve new settler electoral divisions) and, just prior to the elections 
on the new distribution, welcomed the French-speaking Senator Girard 
back into a Manitoba governnent,- The crisis which preceded the election, 


1 Accounts of these interesting events can be found in the daily 
papers of the time the Manitoba Free Press and the Winnipeg Daily Times, 
April through November 1879; in the Journals of the legislative Assembly, 
Manitoba 1879, and summarized in R. 0. McFarlane, "Manitoba Politics and 
Parties after Confederation," Report of Canadian Historical Association, 
(1940), pe 513 Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 196-97; or Martin, 
"Political History;” pp. lll-12. Alexander Begg's History of the North- 
West, (Vol. 11) carries the documents and letters between Norquay and 
Royal, pp. 345ff as do the local papers. 
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and was resolved before the campaign began in earnest, nevertheless, 
left unresolved the two questions which had prompted it: French- 
English representation, and no-party versus party politics. 


Partisanship: A perennial Issue Becomes Evident, 


The establishment of the Conservative newspaper the Winnipeg 
Daily Times, in April 1879, prompted an unprecedented editorial feud 
over Dominion party-lines and their appropriateness to Manitoba local 
politics and Premier Norquay’s position vis-a-vis party positions, 
Both Winnipeg papers challenged Mr. Norquay to make his position clear, 
The Free Press seemed content, eventually, to settle for Mr, Norquay’s 
"no-party” position for local issues, while the Times with a sudden 
shift, inspired, certainly, by bitter disappointment, charged that 
Premier Norquay had chosen his no-party stand because he could never 
attempt to “palm...off..,on Sir John as Conservative” his unsavory 
indebtedness to the Reformist Free Press.” 


Premier Norquay made it plain to the electors that it was his 
intention to “eschew party issues.’ He was convinced that party lines 
imposed Dominion principles and definitions on local questions and 
served to divide a people unnecessarily, causing them to lose sight of 
the general welfare of the country (Manitoba). The absence of parties 
would act to “solidify further the elements which had joined to promote 
certain progressive principles in the erorinee t 


Captain Thomas Scott, the leading and perhaps only outright 
Conservative Oppositionist, claimed that party politics ensured 
organized opposition without which there could not be good government, 
His analysis differed from that of John Norquay: 


Until the last session the old settlers--French and English--were a 
unit or support of every Government, while a few Canadians formed 
the Opposition, 

eee lt would be far better that party lines should be drawn, than 


2 Winnipeg Daily Times, November 4, 1879. (Hereafter cited as WDT) 
WDT, December 5, 1879. 
4& MFP, December 4, 1879. 
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that our political affairs should be controlled by national or 
religious prejudices, 

It was clear that what divided the leading figures in this 
campaign was the question whether party or no-party was mere likely to 
result in racial harmony and justice, The opposing arguments involved 
totally different and important perspectives on Manitoba's brief histery. 


The arguments for the party system covered a gamut from the 
fellowing highly principled argument to much more practical political 
concerns in the short tern, 


The idea of men sinking minor issues for the purpose of permanent 
union upon great political principles, is the foundation of good 
government, And the other idea of a willing and loyal sacrifice of 
minor issues for the purpose of cementing and perpetuating such 
union of great political ‘debra te is the best assurance of the 
stability of a state or nation, 


In immediate practice the Winnipeg Daily Times was convinced 
that the no-party stance was a "Crit war cry” which divided Conservatives 
but could not but help the Liberal Grits since they were already a 
minority. The following section from a Toronto Globe editorial, and 
the Times comment upon it, provides the full flavor of the campaign and 
the newspaper involvement in, and interpretation of, it. 


[Premier Norquay] ...favors an enlargement of the Province in order to 
obtain an increased subsidy and increased representation in the 
Dominion Parliament, gives full credit to both political parties in 
Ottawa for attention paid to the wants and wishes of the people of 
Manitoba, and avows the opinion that"the interests of the Province 
will be best served by eschewing party issues in local affairs.” 

By “party issues” Mr. Norquay doubtless means those growing out of 
Dominion politics, and in the position he thus boldly takes he is 
entirely opposed to that taken by the Winnipeg organ of the Macdonald 
Government, which seeks persistently to make Dominion issues the basis 
of local party divisions, 


In retrospect the Globe comment seems singularly accurate, The 
disappointment and frustration of the Times is apparent in its reaction to 
the above cited piece, The Winnipeg paper calls such an acceptance of 


5 His key address to the electors of Winnipeg WDT, December 5, 
1879, p. 2; and also MFP, December 4, 1879, 


6 Editorial, "Party," WDT, November 4, 1879, 
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Norquay's stance by the Globe: 


eee piece of Grit intrigue to perpetuate their own policy of spoils 
in Manitoba. The Globe is welcome to Mr, Norquay who was a good 
Grit until he was refused the North-West Superintendency by Mr. 
Mackenzie; but it must not suppose he will remain long in this Grit 
"no-party” cloak which Mr. Luxton [feditor, Free Press and MPP, 
1874-78] has spun for him, He will shout Tory when the Globe least 
expects it. t 

And of course the Times proved to be correct as later history 


was to reveal John Nerquay'’s eventual espousal of a Conservative position. 


The Times enlarged upon the practical outcome of the party-no- 
party issue in its printing steal charges against W. F. Luxton and the 
Free Press, The Conservative paper charged that the Norquay Government 
was simply subsidizing the Free Press. On one particular tender the Times 
offer was allegedly forty per cent below what the Free Press was being 
paid, Furthermore, in a polling day history of the printing steal, the 
Times charged that Premier Norquay had entered into a five-year contract 
with the Free Press “at rates more than double of its subsequent tender 
to do the same work,” “The Times,” said the editorial “was at once informed 
that if it would keep silent as to this swindle it would enjoy the friend- 
ship of the Local Government and the Grit organ, "© The Times linked such 
Charges with its personal attack on Luxton, his “turncoat” behavior in 
refusing to remain in opposition to Nr. Norquay, and his influence in 
reconstructing the cabinet, 


Issues Arising From Premier Norquay's Platform. 


For Premier Norquay, meanwhile, the issues of the campaign were 
(1) the need for furthering municipal organization, (2) the importance 
of planning and constructing a drainage system, (3) the necessity for 
road and bridge construction and (4) the extension of Manitoba's boundary 
and concomittant increases in Dominion subsidies, The first three issues 


7 WDT, November 12, 1879, 
8 Ibid,, December 16, 1879, 
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were interdependent. Much needed roads, for example, would require 
funding by either a tax on lands or local organization to raise taxes. 
The Free Press advocated the latter since it ensured local control of 
local monies. Mr. Norquay recognized that drainage expansion depended 
on a prior municipal organization. He believed that such organization 
might also reduce taxes for school purposes as well. The Premier also 
worried publicly about an over-ambitious Winnipeg getting much more than 
the rest of the Province. Speculation, (which Chester Martin says was 
only equal to immigration as the major concern of the times) could be 
brought into a local taxation system under municipal organization so 
that speculators could no longer avoid school taxes. 9 An eastern paper 
summed up the situation on roads and municipal organization: 

The resources of the Public Works Department of the Local Government 

have proved utterly inadequate to maintaining the highways in an 

efficient state of repair and opening up the necessary network of 

roads between the settlements. By adapting a system of local 

organization, each district will possess within itself the means 

of remedying the crying evil of impassable roads. 10 

The commentator anticipated a healthy rivalry since better 

communication would assure increased immigration to the area which had it. 


One prominent citizen wrote the Times to declare that more money 
should be spent on roads, bridges and drainage rather than unnecessary 
trips, and increased numbers of officials and Sessional Clerks, "The 
Province wants not quite so many ministers but a good many more roads, 
It is not actually vital to us that the Government should go down every 
now and then to Ottawa; but it is vital to the farmers to be able to get 
down now and then to their market," a” 


The two Captains contesting the Winnipeg seat also spoke on these 
interrelated questions. Captain Thomas Scott agreed with Mr. Norquay’s 
mention of these major issues although he voiced the fear of heavy taxes, 


9 WDT, December 5, 1879 and MFP, December 4, 1879. 
10 Editorial, The Mail (Toronto) as cited in MFP, Nov. 14, 1879. 


11 Letter from W. Frank Lynn, WDT, Dec. 9, 1879. His descrip- 
tion of several roads is flavored with the time: ”...a main thoroughfare 
like the Portage highway should cease to be a series of wagon traps in 
wet weather, and the only road to the settlements of Springfield and 
Sunnyside, a mere haphazard piece of guesswork amongst bogs and bushes, 
as detrimental to the settlers as it is disgraceful to the Local Govern- 
ment,” 
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a fear shared by most old settlers. He believed that drainage construction 
would require federal assistance, Captain D. H. McMillan, Thomas Scott's. 
opponent, spoke of the thousands of acres of undeveloped land awaiting a 
comprehensive drainage scheme. He noted that more grain was going into 

the Emerson area because of good drainage there and he believed a scheme 
could be developed and promoted by municipalities, when organized, with 
money raised by debentures of the province, 


The Winnipeg Daily Times referred to Premier Norquay’s main planks 
as “throwing dust in the eyes of the electors.” The “subject of drainage,” 
said the Times, was a matter not of policy but of means, In attacking 
Captain McMillan’s positions the Times said of the drainage question that 
D. H. McMillan talked: “as if the importance of such a subject admitted 
of dispute.” "It is not even a political topic. It is a mere matter of 
engineering and finance.” Similarly, on the subject of municipal organ- 
ization, the Conservative voice declared it was not "a matter of Govern- 
ment policy; but a subject that the people of a locality can deal with 
themselves, 


The Times dismissed Premier Norquay's comments on boundary 
extension in a similar fashion. It was a matter for Dominion legislation 
and a “most incongruous topic for a Provincial Administration to adopt as 
a plank in its "policy, 


In a rather astute comment by the Toronto Mail, cited in the Free 
Press, we find the following interpretation of John Norquay"s supposed 
concern to increase representation and gain additional subsidy via a 
‘boundary extension. “This question is surrounded with difficulties for the 
single reason that if the advisability of extension is conceded, no 
effeetive argument can be advanced for stopping short of the Rocky Mountains.” 
The commentary noted that increased territory would mean more money spent 
on new areas with less available for old, and it concluded with tongue in 
cheek: "Nevertheless, the proposal will doubtless prove popular with the 


12 WDTI, December 3, and 5, 1879. 
13 WDT, December 3, 1879. 
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Manitobans, who cultivate big ideas as well as big cabbages, Parlia- 
mentary representation according to acreage has more charm for them than 
representation by population. =" 


The perennial independent E, H. G. G. Hay, who was to prove to be 
a winning candidate in St. Clements and to remain one of three constant 
opponents of the government (along with Thomas Scott and the Scottish 
half-breed Alex Murray of Assiniboia), was also critical of Premier 
Norquay’s platform, It included no mention of either the growth of schools 
er the disputed railway crossing which was still a heated subject in 
Selkirk and Winnipeg. > 


Ma jor Unprompted Issues. 


In the southern sections of the province the central issue was the 
Government's preparedness, or lack of it, to introduce a herd law to over- 
see the movement of cattle and their interference in grain farming or 
tramping on crops. Many farmers sensed that they could not afford to wait 
for municipalities or townships to be established before some local action 
was taken, The issue became contentious because it was not a concern in 
settled areas and because the shortage and cost of wood could make com- 
pulsory fencing extremely unpopular in some areas. Some settlers complained 
that they scarcely had timber for firewood, let alone fenceposts, Various 
solutions were suggested, most of which centered on a local option format 
which would not enforce enclosure on a community which did not desire it, 
One settler reported a herd of cattle driven to the gates by a Minnesotan 
taking advantage of the unscathed Manitoba grasses. The Times received a 
letter of complaint showing the inconsistency between provincial demands to 

fence crops and the Dominion Timber Agent promising prosecution for cutting 
or buying "a stick of timber from Crown or Indian lands.” The question 
extended into concern over losing settlers to the states because of the 
“abeurdities of [Manitoban} officialdom,” and of seemingly lower grain 


14 MFP, November 14, 1879. 
15 WDTI, November 13, 1879. 
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prices associated with the greater costs in Manitoba and the absence of 


laws properly protecting eopett® 


Liquor and prostitution also became issues in this fourth 
election campaign, although the latter “social evil” was confined, it 
seems, to Winnipeg. The Manitoba Branch of the Dominion Temperance 
Alliance included as its president J, W. Sifton and as its members names 
like Messrs, Girard, Biggs, Dubuc, Luxton (all of whom had been or still 
were M.P.P."s), and J. H. Ashdown (a leading businessman), The Alliance 
had as its object “to precure the suppression and total prohibition of 
the liquor traffic by such legislation as may be within the constitutional 
powers of the Dominion and provincial legislatures respectively, and by 
all other legitimate means.” The difficulty which temperance supporters 
had in 1879 was that the recent Dominion legislation (the 1878 Scott Act) 
could not be employed in Manitoba because there were no municipalities 
to give approval to its local option nature. M, A. Girard had attempted 


16 Some of the more complete discussions of the herd law issue 
with solutions offered can be found in the Winnipeg Daily Times, November 
15, 22, and 29, 1879. The then existing law ($1.00 fine per trespassing 
animal or up to 30 days in jail) is discussed in the Free Press, August 
25, 1879. A farmer's letter to the Emerson International indicates the 
import of the issue to Southern Manitoba, He writes: “It is with a feel- 
ing of relief that we turn from the columns of the Winnipeg Press, devoted 
almost exclusively to the discussion of political matters, and find your 
journal dealing vigorously with those peer eae which so much affect 
the welfare of the Province,“ 

"That the Herd Law is an absolute necessity is becoming apparent to 
those few who from personal motives have advanced opposite views, and that 
legislation upon a matter of such vital importance should be delayed shows 
& wanton neglect on the part of those upon whom devolves the duty of 
providing the necessary legislation...That Capt. Nash will represent this 
constituency at the next session of Parliament is generally admitted and 
from his well known views on this subject we may confidently rely upon the 
enjoyment of one of the greatest privileges, affording as it does protection 
to those who cannot otherwise protect themselves.” November 13, 1879. 
Reprinted in WDT, November 22, 1879, 
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to have electoral divisions substituted for municipalities in 
Manitoba but this had not been gbbeptabiet 6 


Nevertheless, there was plenty of activity on the temperance 
igsue in November and December of 1879. Temperance workers attempted 
to block the establishment of a tavern at Gladstone; High Bluff residents 
began temperance petitions; and the Scott Act was widely discussed in the 
Marquette Review and in the Portage La Prairie area, Portage residents 
resented aspersions by Winnipeg citizens, The Times liked to talk about 
the use of liquor by the Hon. D. M, Walker, Attorney General and 
described in colorful detail the drinking at a Portage meeting,1° 


The Free Press linked liquor and prostitution in Winnipeg by 
arguing that the city could prosecute in the name of morality--insist 
on a fine in lieu of a liquor license, etc., but such prosecutions “are 
merely pretexts; what the city believes to be its share of the business 
profits, "7 


Temperance man and former cabinet member S,. C. Biggs attacked 
Thomas Scott as the former mayor of Winnipeg when he was content with 
occasional fines for the "social evil” (contemporaries including editors 
were most reluctant to call the evil by name) which amounted simply to a 
license fee, 


Issues in the Winnipeg Campaign. 


The Thomas Scott-D, H. McMillan fight in Winnipeg was a hard- 
fought battle by two intelligént and highly esteemed citizens of the city. 
The Free Press favored Captain McMillan who attacked Scott for his 
duplicity in attempting to defeat the Norquay Government by voting against 


17 WDT, November 27, 1879, p. 3. 


18 “Mr. Lemon rose to a question of privilege. He said that the 
bottle had been kept at the other end of the table too long. Now he wished 
all to have a share, and would like that eau de vin to come along his way. 
The liquor was passed.” WDT, December 6, 1579, p. 1. 


19 MFP, August 22, 1879. 
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the redistribution bill which he (Scott) had previously favored, 
McMillan charged that Thomas Scott had failed to fight for a second 
seat for Winnipeg even when the Government was ready to submit to such 
pressure, Capt. McMillan believed most of Thomas Scott’s actions were 
motivated by jealousy over his failure to be accepted into a cabinet, 
McMillan also feared Scott's anti-English stance in the legislature and, 
along with most of Scott’s opponents, probably feared his association 
with Joseph Royal. 


Scott denied that he desired a cabinet seat. He admitted his 
failure in regard to a second Winnipeg seat, but claimed that rural areas 
would have been up in arms since Winnipeg was home to six rural members 
of the House who now lived in the city, A fair redistribution now would 
assure a second Winnipeg seat within the next year, he argued. He had 
opposed the redistribution bill only to ensure than an amendment requesting 
new voters’ lists for a new election would be appended to it. 


Scott deplored the talk of his association with Joseph Royal 
and the raising of any anti-French cry in the election, He claimed that 
it was mere supposition to say that party lines would ensure a balance of 
power to the French, but he did believe it would mean a government which 
might be carried on in a more orderly and efficient manner, Much of Thomas 
Scott's feeling was in reaction to the government's previous attempt to 
end French printing and the use of the language in courts and in the 
Legislative Assembly. The legislation had been reserved by the, then, 
French-Canadian Lieutenant-Governor Cauchon, and later disallowed by the 
Governor-General-in-Council., The steadily increasing English majority was 
reason enough to put away racial feelings against the French, according to 
the Times, The newspaper was convinced that the “Government made a false 
move when they attempted to raise this issue, for the most foreign 
sentiment in British character is to assail a weaker opponent, "~° 


20 WDT, December 5, 1879. Both this issue of the Times and the 
December 4, 1579 issue of the Free Press carry lengthy accounts of a 
meeting addressed by Messrs. Scott, McMillan, Biggs and Norquay. 
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Hence, we come full circle, back to the “racial” issue once 
more, Yet both Winnipeg candidates attempted to rise above it each with 
his own alternatives. And both candidates also concerned themselves 
with the issue Mr, Hay said Premier Norquay sadly neglected. “Education” 
was central to Manitoba’s progress, Captain McMillan maintained, while 
Captain Scott promised to endeavor to get increased grants for educational 
purposes, considering that such grants had dropped from $10,000 to $8,000 
at a time when schools had increased in number from 30 to 35 in 1877 and 
to 140 in 1879.72 


The heat of the racial and school questions, when once united, 
still lay a decade into the future, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1879. 


FACTION SEATS POPULAR ae ae 

WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Ministerialists 18 2605 63.2 75.0 
Oppositionists 2 883 21.4 8.3 
Independents kh 631 15.3 16.7 


It is difficult, if not impossible, to establish the above 
positions with any degree of permanency, Each partisan newspaper counts 
the many Independent candidates as supporters of its own favored position. 
The candidates were considered free agents, hence E, H, G. G. Hay, running 
as an independent Oppositionist did have occasion to support the government, 
while Ministerialist A. W. Ross of Springfield was later cited as a strong 
opponent of the government, The opposition of Captain Thomas Scott, 
Thomas Greenway, and Alex Murray was relatively consistent, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1879. 


Major, Prompted. 

1, Party versus no-party. (Political, Perennial). 
(a) Printing steal, (Local). 

2. Municipal organization. 

3. Drainage system. 


21 MFP, December 4, 1879, p. 1. 
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h, Road and bridge construction, 
5. Boundary extensions. 
6. Dominion subsidies. 


Major, Unprempted. 

7. Herd Law. (Local) 

8, French versus English. (Diffuse, Underlying). 
9, Immigration, (Underlying). 

10, Land speculation, (Underlying). 

11. Temperance, (Social). 

12. Prostitution. (Social). 

13. Schools--need for development, (Underlying). 


Minor and Local. 


Railway crossings. 
Thomas Scott as Oppositionist. (Personality). 
Redistribution (Underlying) and Winnipeg representation. 
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DISALLOWANCE: 
NOVEMBER 13, 1882 TO JANUARY 23, 1883. 


POLITICAL FACTION LEADER CANDIDATES 


Conservative Ministerialists John Norquay 34 
Liberal Reformers and Provincial Rights Thomas Greenway 24 
Independents ---- 2 


Redistribution associated with extended provincial boundaries in 1881 
added seven additional electoral divisions, now thirty-one, and ended 
the communal electoral system. One electoral division, Rat Portage, 
was under jurisdictional dispute with Ontario. 


In each of the elections following 1870 some form of government 
crisis had so far facilitated the calling of a provincial election. The 
campaign of 1882-1883 was no exception since it was called in response 
to the federal disallowance of three provincial railway bills, hence 
ushering in an era in which the construction of railways far over-shadowed 
every other election issue, 


On November 4, 1882 the Conservative Government in Ottawa dis-~- 
allowed: the Manitoba Tramway Company Act which would have allowed 
“cheap iron and wooden tramways” to operate on “any of the public highways 
of the province”; the Emerson and Northwestern Railway Company Act which 
called for a railway running parallel to the American border (Emerson to 
Nelsonville), and "thence north-west to a point on the western boundary” 
of the province; and the Manitoba General Railway Act which was a general 
piece of legislation designed to encourage “constructing, maintaining and 
operating railways...in the Province of Manitoba, = Anticipating such an 
eventuality, Premier John Norquay had pledged himself to re-enactment of 
the charters and, with the reality before him, the Manitoba electorate 
called upon him to fulfill his pledge. 


1 WDT, November 24, 1882, 
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Disallowance and the Rise_of Partisanship. 


"Indignation-at-Disallowance” meetings swept the province within 
two days of the announcement--Souris, Emerson, Portage La Prairie, Pilot 
Mound, Nelson, West Lynne, Brandon, Hence, in early November speculation 
was rife that Premier Norquay might re-enact the charters after having 
called for authorization by way of the vote of the electors, Complications 
set in, however, with the realization that re-enactment could be an idle 
threat. A November 8th resolution from an Emerson indignation meeting 
made it clear that an attempt was being made to link the Emerson and North 
Western directly to the American Grand Trunk Railway which was an obvious 
“tapping” of Canadian Pacific life-blood. Such a realization was fuel for 

the defenders of the Macdonald policy. 


Although dissolution took place in mid-November the call for an 
election was delayed until December pending the assumption of office of 
the new Lieutenant-Governor of the province, Hon, James C, Aikins, The 
unofficial campaign raged nevertheless, The Conservative paper the 
Winnipeg Daily Times became, increasingly, the official apologist for 
disallowance, and the issue of the election to come was set forth in 
stark terms. ; 


In his first address to his electors in St. Andrew's, Premier 
John Norquay recognized and supported the “policy of protection ad@pted by 
the Government of Sir John Macdonald towards our great national highway.” 
But he contended for the right of the province to “charter railway companies 
for the construction and operation of railways within the Province," 
(emphasis added) 


The danger recognized in the Emerson case was reflected in 4 
meeting of the electors at Woodlands where it was voiced that: 


Our local railways should not be permitted to tap our national system 
and divert our carrying trade to foreign channels by becoming feeders 
to American lines to the detriment of the Canadian Pacific laepase 

to which this province almost wholly owes its present prosperity, 


ete 


WDT, November 20, 1882, 
3 Ibid., November 21, 1882, 
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Quite the opposite view to this protection of a national 
system was voiced by a Winnipeg candidate opposed to Premier Norquay's 
now “vacillating” position, A. C. Killam declared: 

eeooit is only by securing the construction of independent lines of 
railway between our city and other portions of our Province and 
connecting with the railways of the United States and other parts 
of Canada, that we can obtain a proper counterpoise to the all 
powerful influence of the Canadian Pacific Company, and can relieve 
our traffic from the burdensome vexations of that com and its 
ally, the St. Paul, Manitoba and Minnesota Rail Company. 

The thorn around which there was such wide-spread irritation was 
the twenty-year monopoly clause No. 15 of the 1880 contract between the 
CPR and the Dominion Government. The monopoly clause excluded construction 
of competitive railways running parallel to, or south or south-east fron, 
the CP Railway. The right to compete with the CPR was the central issue 
in Emerson prompting Mayor Carney of that town to visit Ottawa during the 
campaign, Opponents of the monopoly clause feared high freight rates or 
a total absence of railway service in some areas unless competitors were 
allowed, by their very existence, to influence government-CPR activities 


and decisions, 


Defenders of the Macdonald "National Policy” argued that all 
Canadians had a large investment in the CPR. Some Eastern newspapers 
decried the discontent in Manitoba with the claim that the "rest of Canada 
was paying for the rapid development of Manitoba, "” Others predicted, 
or actually announced, the withdrawal of credit from the province as ..° 
dissent increased. “Destroy or impair the credit of the Syndicate by 
national or provincial action and you lay the axe to the root of all credit 
in Canada, national, provincial, municipal and individual,” said the Tines 
editorially. 


During the most recent prorogation of the provincial parliament 
Thomas Greenway had been active in organizing opposition to the Norquay 


4 WDT, December 16, 1882, 
5 The Montreal Herald reprinted in WDT, November 22, 1882.. 
6 Editorial, "The National Credit,” WDI, December 5, 1882, p. 4. 
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Government, Party politics had been ushered into Manitoba as the 

province extended her boundaries in 1881 and party identification appeared 
beside the names of candidates in the new constituencies which elected 
members to the Manitoba capital in November of that year,’ 


Thomas Greenway claimed that the re-election of John Norquay 
could only be interpreted as an endorsation of Ottawa policy, whereas 
what Manitoba required was to elect "a ministry distinctly and emphatically 
opposed to the course of the Ottawa eubocratac’” No-party politics was at 
an end as far as Greenway and his newly organized Liberal Reformist party 
and its supporter-sponsor the Free Press was concerned, “There can be no 
middle ground,” the Reformist paper said editorially, “to oppose monopoly 
and disallowance effectually, the present Tory Government in Ottawa must 
be opposed; to secure: our provincial rights, a Liberal Government must be 
put in their place, "? The first step, in what was considered to be the 
only viable solution, was to replace a Norquay with a Greenway Government, 
Re-enactment was considered a "foolish and puerile”™ goal so long as the 
government re-enacting the charters remained “adherents of the government 
which disallowed then, "2° At a meeting at Portage La Prairie in mid-~ 
November, Thomas Greenway called re-enactment a waste of time, and 
advocated instead going to the Imperial Government or the law courts, 
But, by the time James C, Aikins was sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor, 


ll 


John Norquay’s determination to re-enact the charters no longer persisted, 
and he defined the difference in railway policies between himself and 
Mr, Greeway as follows: 


The position that Mr. Greenway takes is that through the local 
Legislature here, legislation can be obtained to enact such charters 
as will be the media through which other outlets than that afforded 


7 The extension brought with it a redistribution involving seven 
new seats, five of which were contested in 1881, The results for Birtle, 
Brandon, Dauphin, Minnedosa and Turtle Mountain are contained in the 1879 
results, (Supra., p.92 ). No election was held for either Rat Portage or 
the second Winnipeg seat. 


8 MFP, November 8, 1882, p. 4, 
9 Editorial, “Principle and Party," MFP, Nov. 20, 1882, p. 4. 


10 Editorial, "Dissolution of the Legislature,” MFP, November 


ll MFP, November 17, 1882. 
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by the CPR, can be obtained for this Province, On the other hand, 
my contention is that the CPR should be protected and the policy 
adopted by the Government of Sir John A. Macdonald sustained, and 
that while doing so, the Province would not abnegate any right that 
it had to grant charters to companies to build and operate lines 
wholly within the old Province of Manitoba, but that right was 
limited as far as the added territory is concerned by. the vojyntary 
action of the Legislature, when it passed the extension act, 
Perhaps Premier Norquay was responding in part to the scathing 
criticisms coming from all quarters and in particular from the dis- 
appointed Conservatives whose convention resolutions Mr. Norquay seemed 
not to accept ‘Werbatim. Thomas Scott called him a traitor to the 
Conservative camp charging that John Norquay had gone back on his resolve 
to run the elections "on strict party lines” and, “as a matter of fact 
he was Opposed to the CPR contract being carried out in its entirety--a 
policy which had done so much for the progress of this country,” 
Other speakers at this same major Conservative meeting advocated knocking 
Premier Norquay off the fence so that the country could be “won by 
thorough Conservatives.” Thomas Scott observed that he would greatly 
mistake the feelings of the people of Winnipeg “if in order to please 
such a slippery article as John Norquay the people of this city gave 
Sir John A, Macdonald a slap in the mouth.” 


But Conservative criticisms were even more partisan when directed 
towards Thomas Greenway, Witness the following editorial accompanying 
accounts of the Conservative meeting already cited: 


Mr, Greenway is a sort of compromise between a helpless Bombastic 
Furioso and a medical quack. He is a retailer of pills against an 
earthquake which no sane man apprehends, He is a dealer in sheet- 
iron thunder which now that the secret of stage effects is so widely 
diffused can harm no one, He is--we say it with all regret--a 
political quack, For what is a quack? A quack is a man who pretends 
to a skill he has not and promises results he cannot achieve--Mr, 
Greenway could do nothing against Disallowance,13 


In a rather classic first provincial straight party fight Joseph 
Woodworth (Conservative) versus J, W. Sifton (Liberal or Reformer), the 
Brandon Conservative candidate called the discontent over disallowance a 


12 WDT, December 2, 1882. 
‘13. Ibid., November 23, 1882. 
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"false issue" and an attempt on the part of Mr. Greenway's Liberals to 
“secure the reigns of government at the expense of the country’s 
Rerdres! Sey tht. Geutedt portion of the province it was the 
Provincial Rights Association and its candidates which was most sig- 
nificant in this perennial issue of party versus no-party politics, The 
Provincial Rights stance included some willingness to honor the CPR 
contract with a concern to charter within the old Manitoba boundaries. 
Supporters looked to other Canadian provinces to support Manitoba and 
eagerly awaited the Ontario elections as one example. The issue was 
clear for the Rapid City Standards 


All the questions at issue may be resolved into the single one of 
local self-government in opposition to Ottawa rule, Shall Manitoba 
be a province of the Dominion in reality or only in name? Shall 
she enjoy the same right to use her own lands, to develop her own 
resources, to manage her own local affairs, which is exercised by 
every other province in the Dominion, or shall her Legislature be 
but a name, her autonomy a sham and a by-word 715 


The Provincial Rights view of the “railway” and “party” issues: 
Provincial rights versus dominion authority; is witnessed in this telling 
appraisal from the new western Manitoba daily which entered the campaign. 


By its humilating subserviency to the Dominion authorities as well 
under the regime of Mr. Mackenzie as Sir John Macdonald, this noble 
province finds itself unable to construct public works of the most 
essential character, unable to develop its grand natural resources, 
unable to establish a proper system of education, unable in every 
respect to take a material and intellectual position worthy of its 
natural Soa ges and of the progressive and spirited character of 
its people.+ 


The above statement made in a Conservative paper, in a town be- 
holden to the CPR, and at a point in the campaign when disallowance 
indignation was seriously waning in the province, gives clear indication 


of the Provincial Rights mood and its extensive effect in Western Manitoba. 


The presence of the Provincial Rights no-party influence tended 


14 The first issue of the Brandon Daily Mail, December 19, 1882. 
15 As reprinted in MFP, January 22, 1883, p. 2. 
16 Brandon Daily Mail, December 23, 1882, p. 2, (Hereafter cited 


as BDM) 
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to divide both Liberals and Conservatives who attempted to appeal 

to the electors, in part, by educating them to the notion that dis- 
allowance and other questions were matters of federal policy, and, 
therefore, party issues. But, on the other hand, Liberals and Con- 
servatives attempted to win support on issues, which, like Provincial 
Rights supporters, they claimed were issues above local party politics. 
A further difficulty in assessment arises when we consider that the 
Provincial Rights movement was in essence “opposed” to past political 
failures and, therefore, the tendency was to encompass the movement within 
the Liberal “Opposition” Party. Those opposed to the movement commonly 
accused Provincial Rights proponents of desiring secession from the 
country, but there was limited evidence of such a mood.” 


The Boundary Extension Cluster, 


In addition to the central issues: disallowance, railway policy 
and the place of party politics; a second cluster of issues revolved about 
the recent boundary extensions. These issues included control over public 
and school lands, further subsidies and boundary extensions, and the 
jurisdiction of Rat Portage. It was argued that Manitoba should have 
received complete control over the public lands when the boundaries were 
extended. Such control would simply place Manitoba on the same status as 
all other Canadian provinces. The Winnipeg Daily Times maintained there 
was a difference, however, in that other provinces entered confederation 
with control of their lands a fait accompli, 2° 


Many candidates called for provincial control of both public and 
school lands. The latter, reserved ostensibly for school extension purposes 
and held in trust by the Dominion Government, were now being called out by 
many. Such lands, it was argued, could be sold with the proceeds employed 
to build much needed educational facilities,»? The Brandon Daily Mail 


17 The one case of a Portage candidate advocating annexation to the 
U.S. was denied and proved to be a complete misinterpretation of his 
Comments, However, some feeling somewhere must have existed in order to 
@ive rise to the fear and the reference to others "who might consider” 
secession and annexation to the United States. See for example WDT, Nov. 
30, 1882 and MFP, Nov. 28, 1882, p. 4, Editorial: “The Secession Cry.” 


18 WD, January 11, 1883, 


19 WDT, November 21, 1882, p. 8. A political meeting in the 
Woodlands division. 


i 


tae of bodgqastie one ae 

lb gets aohion off we « 
ee, enttog Lenahal 6. mass 

<n) bine aLenedti ctawset “ati it eo 

Lae oxtvou? efit utuide. eoueml be Wf . és 
gaktifea Yrueq faces er avi \ mu 
oid Jadd soble * Taide | ' 
dasiiiiey t#aq o@ * heseggn” " 
NiiGiv smegma att saayeooe oF seit i 
camo Snemaven etd oF bende earth 


, eis wort sibeesoun anole sites itn 
of tie 


gation youlten wo l Laat eebing t Lanse, - +9 zs 

tues, heviovey) cereal (Fe); sads nhl hese oi9 

CRE Gg, Yew iessmce haley Somat assent eet ER, 
ath ty ,crofeaeine ylahanod eur, seth wast 
hee Divotia aeothitiw hedt — 2am ie 


wrist Dentabnion geett bio (oath : 

aed tatobakhes hegedie wengive: mt alate weds at srsrween ne 

oe diaaegon elas & abit mhodt: 0 

‘fie wl idey dvd to: Loaen Sathout obey eet satine eptantbaino 

Be LIN we henedne, Keeigs ust elt nada hevrneeet eTevdal eat 4 ‘aa me do 
ei seid tetlos = HO) fee | haeaneSp Ande two orid nd dein Pp 

bovine ateeqre eld ivi bhon ed hives; Denrgre 22M, a yobnat hove os 

item hig. Raley ge ws, is eration’ ingatsasarbe, Seboon doom bihad 


= i 
rn 


< 


ie ik 


a 


+ apts tagenss pitjaoovta wfahl 
s- YS oolistenfrefales af 

ymiites at bedabre ecu tum ens wld dhe terens By oxhv enon. 

+ Ree reyha oliu™ avedin op abneceter ed? bee rest edt of + oF 
gris | ~s slumexe 20 se Geta Sette wit of settexenas bag notewegt 
iidnaeevenT riegeetiha 8 q (SUL OS wom OF kee” baench 


; | : - RBS Ak ane *. 
eo et wate! aa os ane 


102 


examined the complaint that “thousands of acres of school lands” were 
“locked up and unavailable while children grow up without the 

advantages the lands were meant to offer"; and countered with the 
suggestion that “the system” was being “perfected as rapidly as possible,” 
Furthermore, said the Mail, the lands would be much more valuable as 

time went on.-° | 


The results of the boundary extension were further at issue 
because, for many, the area of the extension and the size of the subsidy 
was much below what was originally anticipated. In its October convention 
the newly-formed Conservative Party resolved that there ought to be a 
further western expansion of Manitoba along with an expansion to include 
@ port on the Great Lakes and one on the Hudson's Bay, 2 Throughout the 
campaign Norquay was charged with having sold out Manitoba's lands for a 
paltry $45,000 when he had received instructions in the legislature to 
settle for a figure two or three times that large.~” 


The major issue connected with the extended boundaries, however, 
was the question of jurisdiction in Rat Portage, what is today Kenora, 
Ontario, The wording of the May 1881 agreement was ambiguous as regards 
the eastern boundary of the province, The town of Rat Portage was in- 
corporated under the Manitoba Act but it appeared that the Macdonald 
Government chose to leave unsettled the final jurisdiction of this area; 
s0 that the charge was made that the Dominion Conservative Government 
was putting political pressure on a Liberal Ontario Government by refusing 
to take decisive action. John Norquay’s opponents claimed his government 
had no right to incorporate the town when it was known to be in the area 
in dispute between Manitoba and Ontario. As it turned out, the various 
Manitoba, Ontario and Dominion civil servants and judicial and police 
officers attempted to provide jurisdiction. Under the Manitoba Act the 
Manitoba licensing system would normally apply to the incorporated town. 


20 BDM, January 2, 1883, 
21 WDT, October 20, 1882, 


22 WDT, January 12, 1883. Charge made by Dufferin South Candidate 
William Winram, and BDM, January 18, 1883 charge and denial. 
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But this act granting liquor licences came into conflict with the 
Dominion Public Works Act which prohibited the sale of liquor within a 
distance of ten miles of any railroad construction, Throughout the 
campaign Rat Portage (which had deferred its own election) was home to 
detention of various officials, drunken riots, open fights between the 
various police forces, murder, and smallpox, If the sale of liquor were 
permitted, it was feared, the liquor could be resold to unlicensed dealers 
in a region, said the Times, where"there are Indians to be maddened by it, 
navvies to be made fighting drunk, and road men, with the lives of scores 
and the property of hundreds in their hands, to be demoralized,” 23 


Rat Portage and Premier Norquay's “interference” there combined 
with his stands on disallowance and subsidies were the three important 
issues prompting the Manitoba Free Press to end its support of the native 
Manitoban and his Government.“ 


Minor and Local Issues. 


Certain perennial or permanent issues managed to be whispered 
behind the shouts regarding disallowance, The Hudson's Bay Company was 
charged with unfair land tax exenption,~° and French-speaking candidates 
still advocated the maintenance of the French language.“ 


Farmers concerned themselves with the "glanders" disease, which 
inflicted their horses, and the Canadian thistle and wild mustard, which 
threatened their crops; and in each case they demanded more "stringent 
legislation" to destroy both.~“ 


Local concerns included the failure of the Provincial Government 


23 Hditorial: "The Rat Portage Liquor Question,” WDT, December 
4, 1882, p. 4. 


24 Begg, History of the North-West, II, pp. 371ff. 


25 BDM, Jan. 11, 1883. David Glass, Minnedosa Provincial 
Rights candidate, 


26 E., F, Gigot Conservative nominee in St, Francois Xavier, 
MFP, December 15, 1882, p. 2. 


27 WDT, December 6 and 12, 1882, 
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to establish a commission requested to look into charges of the improper 
use of public funds by the Winnipeg City Council of 1882,28 Some 
Portage La Prairie residents concerned themselves over the proper 
observance of the Sabbath, an issue which had “perennial” qualities 
since 1870 but received particular attention when the CPR began to hire 
local residents to work on the roadbed each Sunday for 50¢ per hour. °? 


Drainage remained a concern particularly in the Rockwood consti- 
tuency where the Grassmere Drainage was condemned as “useless” and a 
“waste of public money,” seemingly because of its limited scope.” 


Suffrage for this election still demanded of the elector both a 
property qualification and a voiced ballot, Several candidates favored 
changes in the property qualification. Some were opposed to universal 
suffrage, The Times, speaking in defense of the right of Eastern land- 
owners to vote in Manitoba elections wanted an extension: "Give them the 


vote by all means, but while doing so, why deny the clerk and professional 


man who has come here to stay, but who has not invested in real estate, 
a similar privilege?” 


The newspaper categorized as no longer valid or true the popular 
contention that the "cheapness of real estate” ought to make it possible 
for any one to purchase one or two lots and "if he deserves a vote he 


should comply with a very easy requirement, "+ 


The Mechanics Lien Act was widely discussed particularly in 
Winnipeg where candidates were concerned with the ease by which Eastern 
crediters could garnishee “everything they could get hold of, leaving the 


labourers and mechanics without anything for their work.” It was the first 


serious and extended discussion of an act or an issue, (sectional by 


28 WDT, December 19, 1882, 

29 MFP, January 2, 1883. 

30 WDT, January 15, 1883, p. 4. 
31 Ibid., December 29, 1882, p. 4, 
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classification) which was directed at “"vorkingmen, "-~ The act's leading 
spokesman, A. Monkman, Conservative candidate in Winnipeg North, was 
engulfed in his own storm of controversy involving construction of a 
fourth and probably unnecessary Winnipeg bridge employing land owned by 

him personally; borrowing funds from the city council while in office 

for collateral worth only half the substance of the loan and below the 
going interest rate; and for manipulation of a city charter which seemingly 
disenfranchised an entire Winnipeg ward and delayed the civic elections, > 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1882-1883, 


PeOvbeleT InCtAvb«, FAC TiIT10 N SEATS | POPULAR ne As 

WON VOTE VOTE WON. 
Conservative Ministerialists 20-5477 52.8 64.5 
Liberal Reformers and Provincial Rights 10 4588 Kh 2 32.3 
Independents a 315 3.0 Dee 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1882-1883. 


Major and Federal. 


l. Disallowance and railway policy. 
2. Party politics and provincial rights. 
(a) Mr. Greenway - "political quack.” (Personality). 
(b) Premier Norquay - "turncoat," (Personality). 
3. Boundary extension cluster, 
(a) Control of public and schocl lands, 
(b) Further subsidies and extensions. 
(c) Juriadiction of Rat Portage. (Political). 


32 WDT, November 25 and December 22, 1882. 


33 Letter to the editor, MFP, December 25, 1882, p. 2. and 
Editorial: "Ex-Alderman Monkman,” MFP, January 8, 1883, p. 4. 
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ISSUES - 1882-1883. - cont'd. 


Minor. 


Tax ®xemption for Hudson's Bay Company. 
Dual languages. (Sectional). 

Glanders disease. (Local). 

Weed control. (Lécal). 

Winnipeg Council improprieties. (Local). 


(a) Alderman A. Monkman - conflicts of interest and land speculation. 
(Local, Personality). 
Observance of the Sabbath. (Social), 


Drainage. (Local, Perennial). 
Universal suffrage. (Perennial, Political). 
Mechanics Lien Act, (Left, Sectional), 


Manitoba. 329 


MANITOBA ASSEMBLY, 


General Elections bave been held as follows: 27 Dec.. 
1870; 23 Dec. 1874; 11 Dee., 1878 ; 9 Dec. 1879 ; 23 Jan., 1583. 

Names of the Candidates with total number of votes 
polled by each, at General Election of 23 Jan. 1833, and at 
every Bye-Election since. The names of the unsuccessful 
Candidates are in Sta/ics. 


ASSINIBOLA. EMERSON. 
-Alxe. Murray.....! ¢ Sade e hte 95 | F. FE. Barnham..... 9 Renae LS 
J. Cunningham.....QO v.00... Ct ese Cixeiee tb andoek Sbooe 153 
BAIE ST. PAUL Mr, Burnham being unseated, 
net 2 a new election was held 
E. L. Fairbanks. iC. -Acelamation {| => June, 1883: 
CuSsDouslastiencsets thee. 244 
BIRTLE. BLE. Burnham... ieitealetlccas 169 
t 
E. P. Leacock..... &....... 231 | HIGH BLUFF. 
Re Nelson AROCOUB SOAS € miateataiela 242 H 
x » Wilham Crawford .... £, nie 68 
BRANDON. Ja Gls UR HESS bas) acank ees Tee 
Jeb Woodworth. ...G seve S50 KILDONAN. 
Je WaSitantoneetet is Ais 1535 KO1 
' Hon. A. H. Sutherland... .. 100 
BURNSICE. tdokn Nuthertuandseccces cece QO. 5 
Tsaiah Mawhinney.. . & noe ts On the tleath o ue Se 
John Siiithinds asst». 62.012 ee 
CARTIER. John Mnrebech....-......-.-- 10! 
LL OUPAOWS orator eee es oy 
Joseph Lecomte...... Asta, MLSs g ie 
John Hargrave tage Ae f ee BT LA VERANDRYE. 
Dt LAE aI es ie NuGramlet cereal Wo cacee 131 
DAUPHIN. JP AU A wonl Syne ac 173 
Be: ! The election being declared 
J, A. Davidson... ©. Acclamation void, 2 new election took 
4 RIN. xc place Jan. ISS: 
DUFFERIN. NORTH. HOC Nod sith aE Grbesoacno 309 
Des Wilcont eee apg Te Qwetverrrerceicererceerces TS 


HI. Landerkin....: Osten eS: Diyte MINNEDOSA. 


On appointment as Provl.See. : re i 
anew Writ, 13 May, 18s4. Dr. UN our Seay ERG 495 


‘ David Glors, Y-Ce... 428 
Dr. Wilson..........2 Acclamation ; 
z aes MORRIS. 
DUFFERIN, SOUTH, 
7 Henry Tennant,... af ye ee 2ut 
Wm. Winram..... g hleieo ce 155, F. A. Martin. ....06- ie 


John Stereart...... Gc... ee, 112°G. Gy Wilden ae BED. 134 


107 


oc ae 


NE 


‘ mie, 


7 ‘\ wl ra 
a ban ofl sy a: A, Ke 


‘cs 2 at : 


Ba 0) 


a ae 


4, | | 
ay = io. > t 
a Heal 
J ; Wi), 
2 " a ha $4 
J ‘ aes 
ay F i yar bait 
> 7 . 
“4 
: i 
r Ane a hand 
, «* ae, 
~~ ; | t hat 
. ; r f ran i { i A 
i vee 
} , Fs fey t 


330 Manitoba 
MOUNTAIN. | ST. ANDREWS. 
Thomas Greenway.. QR... . 330, Hon. J. Norquay. C. Acelamation 
Hon. J. Norquay.....+- s8m BSE ; 
NORFOLK. | ST. BONIFACE. 
1 Hon. A.C. ee re. ef. 69 
Pr ee as mp: Bo Richard. cccceeee OL Hh 
PORTAGE LA Seis ST. CLEMENTS. 
Sep alackin mesa tess. 3 es 
ere ft AAR BSG ere coe Capt, Al ames a G ee 74 
BON Ga G. Gres Soe... 3 John Gunn.. 68 
The election being: deciared 50: t= 2 
void a new election took ST. FRANCOIS XAVIER. 
_ place May, 1883: 'E F. Gigot 2 
Te bh Martiu..... OR hae FL SR Tae ee G gies eisai 208 
ladon EES 561 | 2 Carcepanncne RONCOCGNO TO PS 
RAT PORTAGE. TURTLE MOUNTAIN. 
Hon. J..A. Miller .......... 385' F. M. Young....... Oy haten, 232 
James Gillexpie..ciccceeee. sisi, OM fe: eee rate wT Cle Sars 16 
AE WESTBOURNE. 
~ 9 
Po oe BR vsss 230 l tron. C. P. Brown. ©. Acclamation 
SPRINGFIELD. ' WINNIPEU NORTH. 
Jit Belitt) OF sn gt 189 | E.G, Conklin...... Qoeies 299 
CG. B. Edie..... Cees We2 | AL Mowkman, ge ee. corals 
ST. AGATHE. | WINNIPEG SOUTH. 
Alex. Kittson...€..Acclamation ASC) Killaniesscee! OF 250 
On the death of Mr. Kittsou RC Tite Cae 196 
a new election took place, ' 
15 June, 1883: WOODLANDS. 
Dee ONT pte sicecattisicor cain Se] (a ; 
DEG EVONG teivcnie nee ese en LAO WOWARNOT ser. ote 183 


John Curewiccis Te ee BO BL WL Lipsett. cores. Cea 37, 
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THE FIRST STRAIGHT PARTY FICHT 


NOVEMBER 11 TO DECEMBER 9, 1886, 


PARTY LEADER CANDIDATES 
Conservatives John Norquay — 34 
Liberals Thomas Greenway 32 
Independents --- 4 


-. 35 single member constituencies 
First election with political parties and secret ballot. 


Ma jor Issues: (1) Railways and Provincial Rights. 


The major issues of the November-December 1886 campaign arose 
out of the events of the preceding two years. In 1884 Premier Norquay 
had accepted the loss of the “eastern basin,” including Rat Portage, 
to Ontario, and by 1885 he announced terms with the Dominion Government 
which excluded control of crown lands or the right to charter provincial 
railways, The proposals were described in the official agreement as "a 
settlement in full of all questions discussed between the Local and 
Federal Authorities, "> The opposition under Thomas Greenway accused 
Premier Norquay of having gone back on his word that he would push a 
pYovincial “Bill of Rights” approved by both sides of the House and 
submitted by the mushrooming Farmer’s Union, Mr. Greenway took offense 
at the "sell-out" and the “finality clause” cited above. He and his 

newly organized province-wide Liberal Party campaigned for "better 
terms.” John Norquay was prompted to go to the polls when the national 
Macdonald Government attempted to dampen the dissent over disallowance 
by granting the province an additional $300,000 annually as debt 
allowance and subsidy in lieu of lands.” 


Hence, the debate over provincial rights, and the monopoly clause 


1 Martin, "Political History," pp. 118-119. 
2 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p.221. 
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which could deprive Manitoba of local railways for twenty years, raged 
again in 1886 as it had in 1883, However, most campaign speeches 
addressed new dimensions of the older problems of railway construction 
and ownership of public land. The Farmers’ "Bill of Rights,” which 

had mustered unanimous agreement, had included a resolve to construct a 
railway to Hudson's Bay. A major concern throughout the campaign was to 
avoid absorption of the Hudson's Bay Railway by the “monopolistic” 
Canadian Pacific Railway. What protection was there in the railway act 
to prevent a CPR takeover?, was one question asked, While government 
supporters praised the Hudson's Bay Railway plans and the railway aid 
legislation which made it possible, the Greenway Liberals and “independ- 
ent" newspapers charged (quite correctly in retrospect) that the 
Hudson's Bay roadbed was not being constructed according to federal 
standards and would, therefore, be liable to exclusion from Dominion 
grants. The difference in standards, it was claimed, was a profit being 
pocketed by the railway company .? Attorney-General Sutherland was so 
pressured as to deny that the CPR had controlling interests in the HBR 
even as the cooperation between the two companies and HBR rails stamped 
"CPR" became known to the meiioe 


Another outcome of the uncontested Canadian Pacific Railway 
supremacy in Manitoba was the high freight rates for the shipment of 
wheat, Joseph Martin, speaking in Winnipeg, argued that competition, 


by being able to send goods via an American line, would tend to bring 
rates down,” 


In Brandon, the railway issue had an additional dimension: 
centralization in Winnipeg, George Winters, a wavering Ministerialist, 
appealed to the Brandon East electorate on the following basis: 


If by your vote you say that you are satisfied with the Norquay 
policy of requiring all the roads to center in Winnipeg, you go a 
long way to securing that end, and keeping Brandon in the back- 
ground. It is not conceivable that citizens of Brandon will be so 


ee TOA. Nove: 
3 Brandon Mail (Weekly), November 11 and 18, 1886. 
MFP, November 9, 1886, 
5 Ibid., November 27, 1886, 
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careless of their own true interests as to fail to give clear and 
unmistakeable expression of their views on this all important 
question. Mr. Norquay and Sir John say that the roads of the country 
should center in Winnipeg. If you vote for them you make Brandon 

a one-horse town for all time to cone, yote against and defeat then 
and a glorious future is assured for her. 


Major Issues: (2) Dominion Subsidies and Public Lands, 


The other major issue, as already noted, was Norquay'’s agreement 
with the Macdonald Government in respect to public lands, Most arguments 
focused on the finality of the Norquay-Macdonald agreement at a time 
when the Dominion returns on “new land sales and receipts” sold in 
Manitoba totalled over $5,000,000. Mr. Greenway believed Manitoba was 
entitled to at least 5 per cent (the going interest rate) of these net 
profits which would have meant an additional $250,000 per annum, “besides 
which," he is quoted as saying, “there remains to be accounted for, over 
KO million acres still in the hands of the government, "" Interest on 
that land could total over $1,000,000 yet Mr, Norquay had accepted only 
$100,000 said J. W. Sifton, Greenway's Brandon West eupporter’. 


Defences of sovernment policy were based on the position that 
the land about which the opposition raved was marshy wasteland which 
would cost more to administer than could be obtained for it on the 
Rarcet,.” It was on just such a basis that Norquay waved a telegram at a 
Kildonan meeting indicating that the land was a source of expense, not 
revenue, to the Dominion, 2° and that a strict account would find Manitoba 
owing $95,000 plus an annuity of $100,000.74 


Such talk increased the furore of opposition charges, Premier 
Norquay's arguments were said to be a complete about face from 18384, 


The Brandon Sun (Weekly), November 11, 1886, 
Ibid., November 11, 1886, 

Ibid., November 18 and December 2, 1886. 
Ibid., November 18, 1886, 

10 MFP, November 13, 1886, 

ll The Brandon Sun, December 2, 1886, 
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The Brandon Sun said of the government: 


Instead of supporting those who assert our rights to our public 
lands they try to explain away our rights. Instead of attempting 
to assist those who would help our struggling settlers by getting 
machinery, food and clothing at the lowest possible prices, 
those men try to show why they should pay the highest. -Instead of 
endorsing those who tell the world that we have the best country 
and most fertile lands in the world, these patriots advertise their 
opinion that our lands are valueless and boldly assert that our 
lands can only be administered at a loss,12 
The statement above also alludes to Mr. Norquay'’s change of 
heart in support of Macdonald’s National Policy and tariffs which seemed 
unduly harsh for Manitoba farmers, The tariff, too, became an issue as 
Oppositionists claimed that the Manitoba farmer had no return on the duty 


he paid as did the Ontario farner,)? 


Major Issues: (3) Mismanaged and Corrupt Administration, 


The economy had entered a depressed state in 1886 so that 
opponents charged that the extravagant yet capitulating policies of the 
Norquay Government produced a lack of confidence in the country resulting 
in poor reports, which discouraged immigration, slowed down agriculture, 
and hence, were causal of the devia aatensee Heavy taxes (in part 
attributed in the campaign in most municipalities to an absence of 
relief on school taxes) and a lack of transportation facilities: rolling 
stock, elevators, stations, etc., attached to the railways; were also 
concerns associated with the depressed state of agriculture and, hence, 
the entire econony.-? 


Proven charges of irregularities in the deployment of funds had 
been duly investigated and the Norquay Government ironically joined the 
opposition in condemning its own shortcomings as a government in 1885. 


12 The Brandon Sun, November 11, 1886, 

13 Ibid., December 2, 1886, 

14 Editorial: "Make a Careful Selection,” Ibid,, Nov. 25, 1886. 
15 MFP, November 20, 1886 and The Brandon Sun, Nov. 25, 1886. 
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Now, when the charges of maladministration rose again for election 
purposes, Premier Norquay claimed he had admitted his “blunders” but 
the opposition "would not lay off.” The specific items raised 

during the campaign on the matter of corrupt and extravagant adminis-~. 
tration included: an asylum site purchased at an exhorbditant price 
followed by the erection of an inferior building; an advancement of 
money by Mr. Norquay to a coal company for whom he acted as president; 
$2,658 spent on a trip to Ottawa which could have been handled for 
$600, with an attempt to cover up the expenses in the books; a lack of 
open contracts for Sovernment work; and lavish expenditures which 
involved lunches, beer, cigars, resold cordwood, a sixth cabinet 
minister, and high salaries paid to deputy heads of aepartmenta: 


The Manitoba Free Press carried comparative figures for all 
Canadian provinces showing that the Manitoba Government was proportionately 
the highest spender on Sovernment officials, telegrams, postage, travel, 
sessional clerks and printing, but the lowest spending government as to 
grants to municipalities and education,/’ ‘The Brandon Mail claimed that 
the Norquay Government gave only $40,000 to educational purposes and 
. $30,000 for government poineanele” George Winters explained that 
Sovernment curtailment of expenditures was a necessary move in response 
to expenditures that had begun in earlier "boom times, "7 


The Manitoba election of 1886 was that province's first to be 
fought entirely on party lines, It was also the first to employ the 
secret ballot, The election campaign had been preceded by a redistri- 
bution which brought well-founded charges of gerrymandering against the 
Norquay Conservatives. Thomas Greenway claimed that the new bill gave 
extra representation to Eastern Manitoba at a time when new settlers were 
flooding to Western Manitoba, The opposition leader also claimed partial 
credit for the secret ballot and looked forward to universal suffrage. 


16 Both The Brandon Sun and the Brandon Mail of October 28, 
November 11, and December 2, 1686 outlined these charges, 


17 MFP, November 5, 16, 22. and 23, 1886, 
18 Brandon Mail, October 21, 1886. 
19 The Brandon Sun, December 2, 1886, 
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Premier Norquay had most reluctantly accepted the ballot act and spoke 

against universal suffrage, asking why a man with his thousands should 

have his vote spoiled by a man with nothing--particularily as voting 

authorized government spending. Mr. Norquay claimed that if the 

redistribution were to be completely equal Winnipeg would. have received 
20" 

seven rather than two seats. 


The Brandon Mail indicated something of the disparity in the 
redistribution by disclosing that Brandon East, with a population of 
2,000,.:had more voters than half of the seven French constituencies 
combined, "Four Brandon votes are equal to one Frenchman's,” said the 
Mail. "What do the people of Brandon county.think of 1t?°7- 


Perennial Issues: (1) Partisanship, 


The existence of two well-organized political parties did not 
foreclude discussion of political independence and the “no-party” stance, 
Conventions held for the purpose failed to nominate independent candidates, 
it being felt that there was not enough time, ~~ Appeals by both Liberals 
. and Conservatives crossed party lines in the sense that many Conservatives 
refused to be dubbed Norquay-supporters while the Liberal supporters 
wooed Conservatives to a cause "above Party.” “There are still 
Conservatives...opposed to corruption and misgovernment,” said the Liberal 
Brandon Sun, “Happily for the country the number of this class of Con- 
servative is large and their number is daily becoming more apparent. In 
the knowledge of!.this fact we anticipate a grand triumph for honest senti- 


ment, for public morality and good government on the 9th of this month, "<2 


20 The Brandon Sun, October 28, 1886, W.L. Morton described this 
issue as follows: "The election of 1886 was the first really partisan 
provincial election in Manitoba, and the Liberals showed remarkable 
strength, particularly in western Manitoba, Had the distribution of seats 
not still favoured the old settlements of the province, it is doubtful 
whether Norquay could have carried the day," Manitoba: A History, p. 221. 


21 Brandon Mail, October 21, 1886. 
22 The Brandon Sun, Novenber 25, 1886, 
23 Ibid., December 2, 1886, 
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Other opponents saw Premier Norquay’s conservatism as simply an 
opportunistic electoral stance given that he had rejected party labels to 
' suit his political purposes in the past, The Brandon Sun contained a 
letter from a reader which reflected this widespread mood which denied 
the Premier's conservatisn, 


Rest assured, that if Norquay's conservatism suits Mr. Winters 

and yourself--if you are willing to be dragged through the political 
mud and mire in order to follow Norquay's coat tail simply because 
he has, for the present, put the Conservative brand upon his govern~ 
mnent--that you are very easily satisfied but don't mistake, thinking 
men will remember we live in Manitoba--here we suffer and struggle-- 
and the point before us is to secure good government for Manitoba, 2” 


There is in all these comments a healthy degree of political 
independence which was indigenous to Manitoba and still prevalent in this 
first clear party election, The case for political independence was argued 
forcefully and many observers cited the importance of voting for men of 
calibre rather than selecting supporters of the two very partisan leaders,~” 
Editor C. Cliffe of the Mail, an active, independent Conservative particiw: 
pant in every provincial campaign, argued that tariffs and free trade, 
revenue, construction of national works and the liability of provinces, 
were all political questions for the Dominion} “but nothing of this 
character applies to a young provincial legislature," he wrote, in defense 
of an independent stance, 


All there is for the Manitoba Legislature in reality to do, is to 
properly expend our revenues, fixed by Dominion statute for the 
most part, and devise proper schemes for municipal and school 
development, and the construction of roads and drainage, Men may 
have different opinions upon these subjects, it is true, but they 
cannot possibly be political opinions--though they may be partisan. 
When men are forced to take sides upon these questions according to 
the political convictions they possess in Federal matters, if can 
only be at the sacrifice of principle and natural judgement. 


Cliffe's arguments, although part of the very “evident” issue of 
political independence and importance of voting for qualified candidates 


24 The Brandon Sun, December 2, 1886, 
25 Brandon Mail, November 25, 1886, 
26 Ibid., November 18, 1886. 
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rather than party choice, enter the area of "speculative issue” 

since his estimation of the issue was certainly not totally accepted 

and argued by others, even though his analysis is perceptive and perhaps 
accurate, 


Perennial Issiies (2) French versus English, 


Other perennial issues or clusters of issues were a part of 
this campaign which was not overshadowed by a single issue as the 1883 
campaign had been with disallowance. 


Some candidates still called for the abolition of the use of 
French, particularly government printing in the French language, 
This issue was prompted by Premier Norquay’s action in translating the 
highly rated crop report of 1883 into French, However, the fact that 
the report was still incomplete in its translation after three years was 
employed in the case against French printing. Premier Norquay simply 
countered that such things took time and that the report was so excellent 
it deserved to be published by the Agriculture Department in even more 
: languages,~" 


The other major area of French-English irritation was the 
speeches and actions of former French-speaking cabinet minister A, C, 
C, LaRiviere who was implicated in many of the charges of maladminis- 
tration, and was also unable to press his case publicly during the 
campaign that Mr, Greenway had attempted to gain entrance into John 
Norquay'’s cabinet, Mr. LaRiviere told French-Canadian voters that the 
members of the Norquay Government were “their sympathizers” and by so 
doing he tended to call for a unity of French-speaking voters which was 
attacked by the Free Press, LaRiviére, in turn, attacked the Free Press 
for raising the issue of religious solidarity 


4 27 Brandon Sun, October 28, 1886, 
28 MFP, November 4, 5 and 13, 1886. 
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Perennial Issues: (3) School Finances, 


The major issues having to do with education were, as has 
already been intimated, related to the financing of schooling, Candidates 
were still split over whether Manitoba should have access to the 
Dominion held school land grants, some arguing that debentures should 
be taken out on the lands with proceeds of all sales to go to aid 
existing schools, Others, like George Winters of Brandon, still opposed 
selling school lands since they could not begin to bring as good a price 
in the present depressed economy as they might in the future. Still 
others argued that the lands could be used as homesteads so that the 
school tax load could be shared by new homesteaders, 


Complaints were widespread in regard to the "niggardliness” 
of the Norquay Government, Grants to high school collegiates had 
totalled zero. The Portage La Prairie Collegiate had closed down and 
Brandon College had received the paltry sum of $50 in provincial grants. 
Church and medical colleges had also been refused grants, The policy 
resulted in the hiring of the least expensive teachers (not always the 
best) and schools were being closed for part of the year in order to save 
poorer farmers from paying local school taxes, Materials were also kept 


in short supply in order to save much-needed funds,°? 


The taxation problem also kept the separate school question wide 
open, The Brandon Mail explained: 


Fancy a law...that enables a man to send his children to public school 
and receive all the benefits of the training of the institution, and 
that can refuse to pay the general tax levied for its maintenance, 
simply because he is a Roman Catholic. Excepted in this way he can 
allow his annual taxes to accumulate uncollected until there are 
enough people in his district of his own persuasion to support a 
separate school, and for all time if the member never reaches enough 
to maintain a separate school, The situation is a critical one and 
calls for prompt legislation. 


29 Resumé of discussions in Brandon Sun, Dec, 2, 1886; Brandon 
Mail, Nov, 11, 1886, and MFP, Nov. 15, 16 and 17, 1886, 


30 Brandon Mail, December 9, 1886, 
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Perennial Issues (4) Temperance, 


Temperance, another perennial issue, became even more heated 
as opponents of the Sovernment decried the failure to enforce the 
Manitoba Liquor License Act of 1886 which stipulated the number of 
licensed outlets per numbers of residents in a given area, There were 
gross disparities, and the unchecked power of the Attorney-General to 
grant licenses was also criticized. Businessmen and hotel owners 
complained about the practice of licensees paying for the very detectives 
which spied on their own establishments, 


J, W. H. Wilson of Winnipeg North constituency gave appearances 
of running as perhaps the first straight temperance candidate, He said 
he would run for the Temperance Union in order to provide direct 
representation "to look after their interests in the legislature.” 
However, he withdrew at the last moment. Petitions circulated about the 
province calling for a reduction in the number of licences and short- 
ened selling hours, > 


Minor and Personal Issues, 


Prairie fires ravaged the province through the fall of 1886 and 
the matter became an election issue when municipal demands for assistance 
to victims were met with government insistence that full municipal reports 
Inust precede government help. The Brandon Sun charged that such demands 
were intended as a stall so that the government could get the elections 


32 


over before declining assistance. Solutions were suggested to check 


the spread of fires and spark protectors were demanded in a letter to the 
Free Press which claimed that fires were started by sparks from CPR 
33 


locomotives, 


an 31 Brandon Sun, Oct, 28, Nov. 11 and 25, 1886; and MFP, Nov. 27, 


32 The Brandon Sun, November 25, 1886, 
33 Letter of G, Aubrey, Broadview, MFP, Nov. 9, 1886, 
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The perennial charges of bogus voters’ lists proved partic- 
wlarly serious in 1886 when John Norquay was personally censured by an 
investigating Returning Officer in St. Andrews, The Conservatives 
could also make mileage over this issue since similar activities seemed 
to be performed in Springfield division by the iineraies?* 


Personal issues included questions of Greenway's competence, 
The Mordeyn News withheld support because it could not envision the 
material for a Liberal cabinet,” Hon, C. P. Brown in Westbourne 
continued to distribute patronage, this time drainage contracts, as he 
had done since 1878, if Liberal reports were to be heeded, > 


Finally, Premier Norquay was accused of nepotism in the employ- 
ment of his son in the Selkirk “asylum" with an attempt to conceal the 
matter by not authorizing an order-in-council for the appointment, 


Thomas Norquay, son of the Premier, applied to have his name put on 
the voters’ list in his father’s constituency, as a voter on incone, 
by having drawn a salary of $60 a month as a clinical assistant at 
the Selkirk asylum since April last, and the judge refused the 
application on the ground that when there was no order-in-council 
appointing him, he could not be considered as receiving income in 

the meaning of the Act. In the light of this fact does it not become 
apparent that he has drawn his salary irregularly, and was, therefore, 
a drain on the exchequer simply because he was “his father’s son"? 
Perhaps, however, as the revenues of the province are in existence 
merely for the gpupport of the Norquay'’s, the Brown's, the Barrow’s, 
and the LaRiviére's is it not as well a part of it should go to 
Thomas Norquay as to any other one of the gang?2/ 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS- 1886. P 
PARTY SEATS POPULAR POPULAR SEATS 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Conservatives 18 10,511 49,7 51.4 
Liberals 15 10,258 48,5 42.9 
Independents 2 369 Ley, 507 


34 The Brandon Sun, October 14, and November 18, 1886, 
35 As contained in The Brandon Sun, Nov, 18, 1886, 
36 The Brandon Sun, Nov. 18, 1886 and MFP, Dec. 3, 1886, 


37 Brandon Mail, Oct, 21, 1886, Mr. Barrows, the only name we 
have not previously mentioned, was paid $2,000 per year as Deputy-Minister 
of Agriculture plus $500 as Secretary of the Board of Agriculture and said 
to be editor of the sovernment-supporting newspaper, The Manitoban. 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1886. 


Major, Province-wide, 


1. Railway legislation and provincial rights. (Cluster). 
(a) CPR monopoly clause, 
(b) Centralization in Winnipeg (Local). 
(c) Premier Norquay renegs on "Bill of Rights," (Personality). 
(ad) Hudson's Bay Railway standards. 
(e) Rates, Facilities and use for immigration, (Underlying). 
2. Dominion subsidies and public lands, 
3. Mismanaged and corrupt administration, (Charges of Corruption). 
(a) Lack of confidence, 
(b) Heavy taxes, 
(c) Irregular expenditures, 
(ad) Gerrymandering. 


Major and Perennial. 

4, Partisanship. 
(a) Role of parties and independents. (Speculative). 
(bo) Premier Norquay's Conservatism, (Personality). 

5. French versus English. (Sectional, Diffuse, Underlying). 
(a) French printing, (Evident), 

6. School Finances. 

7e Temperance, 


Personality. 


C, P, Brown--election bribes, (Charges of Corruption). 


Premier Norquay--nepotism, (Charges of Corruption), 
Mr. Greenway--inconsistency and incompetence, 


Minor, 


Prairie fires, (Local). 
Bogus voters’ lists. (Local). 
Tariffs and duties, (Underlying). 
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JUNE 16 TO JULY 11, 1888, 


PARTY LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberals Thomas Greenway 39° 
Conservatives John Norquay 26 
Independents 22 --- 3 


38 single member constituencies. “Thomas Greenway, contested two ridings, 


In December 1887, E, P, Leacock, a member of John Norquay's 
cabinet, substantiated the prevalent opposition charges that the Norquay 
Government had received a $40,000 election fund in the 1886 election from 
Mann and Holt--the Canadian Pacific Railroad builders--in turn for an 
advance of a $1 per acre land grant for the 40 miles of HBR roadbed (or 
$256,000), This erant constituted a complete loss to the province since 
the roadbed failed to pass federal standards and anticipated reimbursement, 
Combined with popular dissent over the contract conditions for the com- 
pletion of the Red River Valley Railway (RRVR), John Norquay and his 
Provincial Treasurer A, C, C, LaRiviére were hounded out of office, 

In mid-December, D, H. Harrison succeeded Norquay, but as two of his 
proposed cabinet ministers, former Speaker Alex Murray and Joseph Burke, 
were defeated in elections of January 12, 1888 (constitutional law required 
that cabinet ministers be re-elected before taking office), D. H, Harrison, 
too, was forced to resign, and a Liberal government under Thomas Greenway 
was formed after January 19, 1888, 


Railway Policy and Partisanship: The Major Perennial Issues. 


The Greenway Government was able to go to the electorate in the 
summer of 1888 on the one hand having fully discredited the Norquay 
Government, and, on the other hand, able to point to the end of the 
monopoly clause, what with the Macdonald Government deciding to buy out 
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of the clause by guaranteeing the CPR the interest on fifteen million 
dollars worth of new bonds, The extent to which the coming to power of 

a new Liberal government, and the visit of its leaders, Thomas Greenway 
and Joseph Martin to Ottawa, influenced the National Government’s decision 
became, perhaps, the major issue in the campaign, ; 


The 1888 election was based on a reasonable equitable re- 
distribution which introduced Greenway's long-promised manhood suffrage, 
increased the number of seats from thirty-five to thirty-eight, and gave 
fairer representation to Western Manitoba and to Winnipeg, The re- 
distribution, combined with the fall of the Norquay Government (and 
perhaps even the earlier put down of the Riel Rebellion in 1885), replaced 
the communal French-English politics by representation by population, 
and, as historian Morton observes, "marked the triumph of Ontario over 
Quebec in Manitoba, "= Although the political structures were changed the 
perennial issues or problems simply shifted to a more diffuse, less 
evident or underlying dimension, 


The campaign was a foregone conclusion but, nevertheless, bitterly 
fought. Even life-long Conservatives were reluctant to support John 
Norquay openly, hence, the “no-party" tradition was upheld in this but 
the second election in the province where parties could be said clearly 
to exist, There was a fear even to stand as a Conservative candidate 
because everyone who would so stand, said the Conservative Brandon Mail, 
would become “mere targets, at which all and everybody may shy their 
venomous darts, "~ The paper called for Conservatives to stay in the party 
and change its leadership. For the editor of the Brandon Mail, to attack 
or defend Mr. Norquay was to dodge the issues which were central to party 
positions, 


Individuals may have their preferences, but the present contest is 
one of Greenway Gritism against consistent Conservatism, and all must 
begard it in that light. It will not do to drag Norquayism--a dead 
duck--into rifle range; it is now on the merits of Greenway Gritism 


SE 


1 Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 232-233. See note supra 7. 
2 The Brandon Mail, June 7, 1888, 
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the country is pronouncing and nothing else. Let the electors 
of Manitoba, one and all, remember this. 

Perhaps the above explanation was more “speculative” on the 
newspaper's part and much less "evident" to the electors because, while 
editor Chailes Cliffe of The Mail was advocating a partisan stand, most 
Conservatives attempted to disguise partisan commitments in face of 
heavy opposition. 


And the cloak of non-partyism was not confined to Conservatives, 
Clifford Sifton, running ostensibly as a Liberal, claimed opposition to 
partyism in local affairs, He advocated examination of government measures 
from a business standpoint of any government in power, “and on every | 
question give their decision on the merits, and with a view to advancing 
the material, moral and social prosperity in the country.” In all 
questions of government his election card advocated: 


eeethe only safety of the people is in the independent judgement and 

watchful care of their representatives and if I should be elected to 

represent you, I shall exercise the same independence of judgement 

in reference to all matters that may come before the Legislature that 

I would exercise on any matter of private business, looking to the 

general gnterest of the Province, and to the interest of North 

Brandon. 

less partisan Grits may have praised the Conservatives who 

renounced party "when party meant the continuance of disallowance," but 
the more partisan claimed that Conservatives lacked the “backbone” even 
to replace ex-Premier Norquay as opposition leader when he himself preferred 


to be "one of the ranks and nothing mores” 


So it was that the perennial issue of partyism versus independence 
continued into the 1888 election despite the now clearly defined party 
lines, The near collapse of one party forced most of its members to deny 
allegiance to party (save for stalwarts like editor Charles Cliffe) and 


3 The Brandon Mail, June 7, 1888, 
4 The Brandon Sun, June 14, 1888, 


5 MFP, June 28, 1888 and Editorial: “No Backbone," The Brandon 
Sun, June 14, 1888, 
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enabled its opposition to take magnanimous positions in regard to 
partisanship that might not otherwise be possible, 


But the major issue was still a cluster of concerns around 
railway building. Which government should really receive credit for the 
end of the monopoly clause? Was the RRVR a sop to Winnipeg entre- 
preneurs or, rather, a vital link with the United States? Had the end 
of a monopoly increased the possibilities for competitive road-building 
and would rail facilities be forthcoming to haul Souris coal to markets? 


Both parties had concluded that the monopoly clause was an 
"interference with the spirit of responsible government” and both parties 
also claimed credit for its termination, 


The Brandon Mail argued that the interest on bonds which would 
enable the CPR to build elevators, bridges etc, in exchange for abandon- 
ment of the monopoly clause, had been indicated in its December 15, 1887 
issue. The paper charged that Mr. Greenway was still requesting permission 
to build lines to the old Manitoba boundary while the Macdonald Government 
had been urging settlement by purchase over the monopoly clause, nationally. 
Premier Greenway responded, charged the paper, only after a letter from 
Sir John A, Macdonald mentioned resolution on a “broader basis,” 

Charles Cliffe argued editorially: 


It is not then Messrs. Greenway and Martin the country may thank for 
the changed aspect of affairs in this country as they did not ask for 
the change that has been made; but they and their friends, for pol- 
itical purposes are endeavouring to monopolize the whole credit for 
what has been done, They know that on their own merits they have no 
front to present to the country and beret therefore present one 
misappropriated, 


As the campaign went into full swing the critics of the new Grit 
Government asked where the capital and railway men were who were expected 
to come in with the termination of the monopoly clause, Or was the 
monopoly grievance simply designed to animate sentiments against the 
Conservative Federal Government? 


6 The Brandon Mail, June 7, 1888, 
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The attack on the Norquay Conservatives, on the other hand, 
was forthright and bitter as evidenced by North Brandon’s government 
eandidate Clifford Sifton'’s election statements: 


It is now proven conclusively that the Norquay Government were guilty 
of gross dishonesty and corruption in the management of the finances, 
that they squandered the public money with the most shameful 
extravagance that in the smallest as well as the greatest matters, 

they were careless and incompetent, and that more especially in regard 
to the question of Railway Monopoly, they never honestly and faithfully 
endeavored to secure the rights of the Province, Because this is true, 
it is now an admitted fact that the return of those men to power 

would be a most disastrous thing for the people, 

The resignation of the Norquay Government was evidence enough for 
the Grits of the former premier's inability to govern, and of his failure 
to @ffect a change in regard to disallowance and the monopoly clause. To 
grant him the credit now would be foolish indeed, The Brandon Sun 
featured a March 21, 1888 telegram from Sir John indicating that an 
adjustment would take time but could be worked out in a matter of days, 
hence, indicating that, in fact, there had not been a “previous arrange- 
ment," 


Critics of the Greenway Government in Western Manitoba bemoaned 
the fact that most new lines beyond the CPR were being constructed in old 
Manitoba. The RRVR was the third railway to be built from Winnipeg to 
the American border and Western Manitoba residents saw the building of 
that line as designed to enable Winnipeg merchants to bring goods in at 
cheaper rates, hence controlling trade for the whole north-west region 
of the prairies, 


Brandon politicians were extremely critical because the CPR‘s 
William Cornelius Van Horne had proposed moving equipment and capital to 
the proposed Brandon-Souris line which would bring coal into Brandon at 
a saving of $35,000 per year, Greenway's government, by avoiding any deals 
with the CPR and thus ignoring Van Horne's proposal, seemed bent on tying 
up most available monies in the redundant RRVR and plunging the country 


7 The Brandon Sun, June 14, . 1888, 
8 Ibid., June 28, 1888. 
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into another $1,200,000 debt. 


Even Winnipeg politicians were angry and suspicious as regards © 
the RRVR. J. J. Golden, Conservative candidate in the North Winnipeg 
constituency, and perhaps one of the first candidates to place the 
concern of the “working man" as a top priority, complained that building 
of the RRVR should have begun in Morris and worked in two directions 
(towards Winnipeg and the American boundary), hence employing labor 
drawn from the Winnipeg area, Golden complained about the line’s 
commencement at the American boundary and of the Manitoba Government's 
refusal to employ CPR facilities to haul much needed materials which had 
slowed the progress of the line,” 


While government apologists defended the Red River Valley Railway 
as a means to fostering settlement, others were concerned that expenditure 
on the railway might exceed four million dollars by the time purchase of 
vacant lands for settlement around Winnipeg were included. Those few 
Norquay supporters, like H. M. Howell of Winnipeg, gave the native ex- 
Premier full credit for obtaining the monies for the railways which were 
now being built by Thomas Greenway, It was the Norquay Government, 
according to Howell, which graded the RRVR, laid a number of ties, 
bought the iron and built the cars. 


The general thrust of Western Manitoba Oppositionists was to 
claim that members of the.Greenway Government were getting railways in 
their own bailiwicks. The RRVR had been defended on the grounds of break- 
ing monopoly “but now,” said the Brandon Mail editorially, “after it is 
broken, every member of the cabinet excepting Mr, Smart (Minister of Public 
Works from Brandon] is going to have all the roads they want at their door 
at the expense of the public.” This would include a Winnipeg to Portage 
La Prairie line for Joseph Martin and his home édnatttiency.-— 


Government defenders saw the Portage La Prairie “extension” as 


9 MFP, July 9, 1888, 


10 Editorial: "Railways For the West," The Brandon Mail, June 14, 
1988, p. 2. 
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the first step towards further extensions to connect with Brandon, 

A Winnipeg terminus was, they said, unavoidable, and the western 
connections would correct the matter and in a context which ended CPR 
monopoly. James Smart defended the lack of a line to bring out Souris 
coal to Brandon by declaring "if the CPR failed building a road to the 
Souris mines, for which they had been offered material assistance by 
the government, he (smart] would push hard to get a company organized 
that could put the road in operation, + 


The major cluster of issues centering around the end of the CPR 
monopoly and the pressing rail needs of the time also included, as we 
have seen, the cost of land purchase, The attack on the government, 
therefore, included fears that they might do little more than open the 
door to unchecked land speculation, "Bear in mind,” wrote a Conservative 
correspondant, "that the welfare of the country is at stake, and that 
the howl of land sharks, who would try and gull the people into making 
them believe that they have snatched the country from thraldom, must be 
routed and sent back where they properly belong--in the cold shades of 
opposition, "7 


Conservatives also charged that the Greenway Government had sold 
bonds or a sinking fund at 103 points when they might have been sold 
slightly later for 110 and were quoted on the English market at 108. 


Such were the attacks on a newly formed Greenway Government which 
campaigned on a less extravagant use of public funds but more generous 
grants to schools and agriculture. School grants were up eighty thousand 
to one hundred twenty thousand dollars. Savings on the abrogation of the 
monopoly clause amounting to ninety thousand dollars were being directed to 
schools and municipalities, reduced school tax rates and lowered freight 
rates, Imperceptably, schooling began to rise as the major issue in 
place of railways. 


11 The Brandon Sun, June 28, 1888, 
12 The Brandon Mail, June 7, 1888, Correspondance, 
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The Rise of the Manitoba School Question. 


It might be said as it is of "old soldiers” that major issues 
are never completely put to rest, but rather, tend to "fade away.” In 
the case of Manitoba's railway questions, monopoly clause and dis- 
allowance were largely resolved, but whatever elements remained unresolved 
shifted to the federal arena, School questions had taken a back seat 
to both railway and more direct French-English questions from 1876 until 
1888, The Winnipeg school system had operated successfully enough to 
keep schooling questions out of provincial politics, The increased influx 
of Protestants under Greenway Grits and the recognition that Roman 
Catholics received more per student expenditures would raise the old 
communal quarrels again, and this time totally within the context of 


schooling.-- 


But in the 1888 campaign the communal dimension of the schooling 
problem awaited the prior recognition of the difficulty of financing 
mushrooming education needs in a frontier province, These financial 
questions were the root problems upon which the more bitter communal 
differences were centered, In fact, Conservative critics, like editor 
Cliffe of the Brandon Mail, cited figures to show that when the reduction 
of municipal grants were compared to increased school grants a net loss 
of $70 per month per school voattteds* 


On the whole, the Greenway Grits were successful in campaigning 
on a platform of increased and better distributed monies to the public; 
less wastage over railway fiascos like the bond issue and the HBR; a new 
drainage policy where benefiting properties would pay over the years; 
and programs for increased immigration and settlement, while avoiding what 
Premier Greenway called “lumping in communities.” 


13 See discussion in Martin, "Political History," pp. 125-130. 
14 The Brandon Mail, July 5, 1888, 
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Commercial Union, 


The only other major and province-wide issue in addition to 
railway questions and schooling costs was the matter of a commercial 
union with the United States, It was popularly assumed and argued by 
many government supporters. that such a union would enlarge trade with . 
the Americans to the benefit of the western citizen, via a removal of 
duties on American goods to Manitoba and better prices for their own 
products in the United States, While the issue was essentially “Federal” 
in prerogative it was raised so that voters might be seen to elect a 
provincial government which weuld be indicative of their feelings on 
national questions. Provincial results were very much interpreted as 
pleasure or displeasure with national governments, and issues which 
reflected this aspect of political life were an integral part of most 
provincial campaigns, and more especially so in these early years. 


Those who upheld a federal policy of a more protective nature 
argued that the charges on over eleven million dollars in American imports 
which would be lost by commercial union would have to be made up by direct 
taxation--coming mostly from the "pockets of the poorer classes.” The 
agreement would insist that Canada would pay the same duties on English 
goods as the United States pays and many of these duties were twice as 
high in the United States as in Canada, 


Pro-British sentiment reminded voters of the discrimination 
against a mother-land whose "navy protects us." "Is this British fair play?” 
it was asked, Electors were called upon to strengthen the Conservative 
Party of Canada in the struggle, "Vote for the party who...have ever been 
true to our glorious Empire and who have sworn by the memory of their 
ancestors that the Canadian nation shall rule this northern Continent and 


that this shall ever remain a British scunerpnsnne 


15 The Brandon Mail, June 21, 1888, 
16 Ibid., July 5, 1888, 


eet 


ot moletitha of quapt: 


falbsvaunis s to wares ad> see 


va : vite of xp. 179 
Gate sbe'ys eran * ti 


%, javoret @ ‘ 
itr «leis Ast Se ' TSF 
*“Sexnobae". vileat sore aM aunt ale) fg ) prerers 2: 
a go0f% ot ieee ot Debt la eregoy: sade on- beaters aaa is ta 3 
 @ wgatlou? abet: ov binstial: Ob. ba Hotite 4 
ie boiesqretal daum weev. ore stipe tatsnbwes 
Satiw eevael Gaia ed rails ove.” Eumesin sate A 
dain to Jae Ceuedink ee, rete) STA Fonstng te omen 


yrsey: ites coat? KE ge hi oo ie 


writen, 2 Lee hytg /erOM es Re “ydikog: : 
eiigeh weaiyes bh) walked ed Liber mune tee 0 Seeeatie 
» Sneed bo yt qe .e ben vert oe - oud ar ainda M 


paonen fo! eehlit tars te rile bfisew: Tene | 
BS #olve olew ealtiih. score lg oe ie sienie aeutides 
“get iar 44 aotate rage 
ons pelidsutaivse ts ect) To athe ‘Sebntnert omen at 
“Sate whet datater ehdé.2l™ © "ar ‘baaorg: rae? ‘engun t 
ov hi eevenaat dé vstraate shy gap belien ome. extol prea 
nos Tee, ovitd ory Ya see aid xerh aday” sienna pba. o 
- red 2 ypomen Wit vo cept frac «nul iia vatgad evotmogy 
misétton ett) sire Linde matte ‘nothanad ot dast 2 
a, _psaraioe dae Pat 5 nui xeove tend 


2 


er ‘ 
aa 
whe 


~ 


bes “apa t duoc 


: ods 
om t 
' Ps i ’ 
= AY I ay ’ 
& “44 \ ‘ 
uf 
» cL { 
“ idea 
' 
ip 
bam. ’ ' 
Ey = 
=v j 
‘ 
_ t 
i a 
7 ‘ 2 g 
% 5 


132 


Minor, Local and Personal Issues, 


As previously indicated the Greenway Government had carried out 
a@ redistribution of seats and created new voters’ lists based on the 
principle of manhood suffrage. While opponents complained of dis- 
enfranchised civil servants and indiscriminate additions to voters’ 
lists, government apologists explained that "never in the history of 
Canada had a redistribution bill been passed which so few were found to 


wl? 


speak against, Bi-partisan support for Mr. Greenway probably did 


minimize gerrymandering, 


Opponents of Premier Greenway claimed that he disenfranchised 
senior (Conservative) civil servants and left a department like that 
established by the Grit Mackenzie Government, e.g., the Indian Department, 
untouched, It was charged that Thomas Greenway’s promises to end 
partisan-appointed enumerators for the voters’ lists had not been carried 
out. Affidavits had allegedly been required from Conservative registrants 
but not from Grits. Charles Cliffe editorialized: “In opposition, Mr, 
Greenway used to declare the appointment of enumerators was a partisan 
trick for political ends, and on taking office the first thing he did was 
to appoint these officers in every constituency but from among the follow- 
ing of his own Reartee James Smart, too, was accused of having changed 
his view since coming to power, away from the position that enumerators 
should be appointed from municipal clerks, 


Caught in the cross-fire of these partisan attacks one citizen 
of Souris City wrote to a Brandon paper in regard to the disenfranchising 
of government officials: | 


This, we admit, is wrong in principle; but where a lot of paid men 
continue to actively work against the interest and for the purpose of 
taking a tax from, the people against their will by holding up rail- 

way and other monopolys they can only expect to be treated as traitors... 


17 Minister of Finance, L.M, Jones, at a North Winnipeg constituency 
meeting, MFP, July 9, 1888, 


18 Editorial: "Stuffing the Voters’ Lists," The Brandon Mail, 
June 21, 1888, 


19 letter: “Souris City Politics," signed "A Voter,” The Brandon 
Sun, June 21, 1888, 
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This dimension of partisan employment in civil service 
positions fostered the continued censorship of the former mayor of 
Brandon, J. A. Smart, now Minister of Public Works, who had personally 
replaced a prominent Conservative solicitor, a gaol surgeon and an 
auditor, by Grit stalwarts, While Liberals boasted of saving the public 
nine thousand dollars on civil service salaries, Conservatives and civil 
servants complained that Mr. Smart reduced the salaries of others while 
increasing his omni”? 


Two Greenway cabinet ministers, Messrs, Smart and Jones, had 
been mayors of Brandon and Winnipeg respectively and were forced to defend 
their earlier roles in those capacities--James Smart for leaving a deficit, 
as mayor, for shirking a vote on the popularly demanded First Street 
Bridge, and for not even attempting to gain a provincial grant for the 
Brandon City Hospital. L.M. Jones was forced to deny charges that he had 
reduced pay to working men to $125 per day. Another Winnipeg candidate 
and former mayor, Gilbert McMicken, was charged by the Free Press for having 
been involved in land speculation. Mr. McMicken'’s land had been made 
exempt from taxes although he continued to “gouge” local government 
agencies and clubs wishing to use it,-t 


The Results, 


The overwhelming victory of the Greenway Provincial Rights Party 
is a harbinger of many twentieth century Canadian prairies results of such 
& complete turnover. The five seats which the Conservatives managed to 
keep were interesting since each one had a special reason for remaining an 
exception, Kildonan constituency remained basically unchanged after re- 
distribution in that it consisted mainly of the old settlers who once again 
re-elected John Norquay, but only by two votes. A. C. C. LaRiviere's late 


20 The Brandon Mail, June 28, 1888; and June 7, 1888, 
letter signed “Civil Servant," 


21 Editorial: "Mr, Smart's Public Record,” The Brandon Mail, 
June 28, 1888; Editorial: “Hon, Mr. McMicken"’s Position,” MFP, June ll, 


1888; and MFP, July 9, 1888, Jones-Golden North Winnipeg constituency 
meeting,  __ 
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decision to step down in favor of an alternative French Conservative 
candidate won the traditionally French riding of St. Boniface, but again 
by only 14 votes, In both Cypress and Minnedosa Conservative candidates 
won only because the Greenway vote was split by two pro-sovernment candi- 
dates, The constituency of La Verendrye was the fifth and last Con- 
servative victory and was owed very likely to the extraordinarily large 
Catholic vote in that constituency, All members of the new house were 
either Canadian or British in origin. Only four came from Quebec, only 
seven were Catholic and four of these came from French dominated 
constituencies. Twenty-eight were engaged in farming or related work. 
The return by acclamation of ten of the Greenway seats was indicative 

of Norquay weakness even before election day. Of the results Charles 
Cliffe could only report "The province appears to have taken the course 


the Dominion took in 1874, and gone nad," 
SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1888, 
% % 

PAK T Y SEATS POPULAR POPULAR SEATS 

WON VOTE VOT# WON 
Liberals “aPSInla 9813 5738 81.6 
Conservatives 5 6805 4oO,1 13.2 
Independents Ps 372 Cee 5.3 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES ~ 1888, 


Major and Perennial. 


1, Railway policy. (Cluster), 
(a) Credit for end of monopoly clause, 
(b) RRVR. 
(c) Souris coal transportation. (Local). 
(d) Portage extension. (Local), 
(@) Cost of land purchase. 
(f) Bond sales. 


22 Editorial: "The Results,” The Brandon Mail, July 12, 1888, p. 
See also John L, Holmes, "Factors Affecting Politics in Manitoba: A Study 
of the Provincial Elections, 1870-1899 " (unpublished Masters thesis, 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 1936). 
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ISSUES - Major, Perennial - cont*d. 


25 Partisanship - party politics versus independence, 
3. Schools 

(a) Grants. 

(b) Catholic versus Protestant. (Underlying). 
4, Commercial Union and tariffs, 


Minor, Public. 


The Electoral System. (Political). 
(a) Disenfranchised civil servants, 
(b) Bogus voters’ lists. 
(c) Appointment of enumerators, 


(ad) Role of Attorney-General James Smart, (Local), 


Minor, Personal and Local. 

James Smart - performance as Major of Brandon, 
L, M. Jones - performance as Mayor of Winnipeg. 
Gilbert McMicken and land speculation, 


ae. 


a 
ne aati 


Spier = 


Manitoba. 


Legislative Assenrbly, Wanitoba, 


General Elections have heen held as follows: 27 Dec., 


1870 ; 23 Dec., 1874; 11 Dee. 
1883 ; 9 Dec., 1886 ; 11 July, 


S75. OL Dec, 1s79) 23) Jan, 


1888. 


Names of the Candidates with the total number of 


votes polled by each at the 


General Election of 11 July, 


1858. The names of the unsuccessful Candidates are in 


Italics. 

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS. 
John Crawford..... be sent 7 | 
JA. Dividson Me. ot 203 

No. of yoters.... 730 
BIRTLE. 


Chas. J. Mickle. b. Acelamation. 
No, of voters.... 501 


BRANDON CITY. 
Hon. Jas, A.Smart ---&...- 340 


Chas. Cliffe. coc. s seese oT 280 
No. of voters.... 7 
CARILLON. 

Martin J4rome.. pb Re etimpliebs 
Paul Chénardesss..ces Ape ee 
No. of voters.... 337 

CARTIER. 
Thomas Gelley.....4....... 271 


Jag, Hamelin .... eeeee 
No. of voters... 


CENTRE WINNIPEG. 


D. F. McMillan sof Pr ce Q78 
Thome Gilrunececs Fer sccice 470) 
No. of voters ... 2820 
CYPRESS. 


E.J, Wood: ¢--:... he eer: 199 
RS. Thompson... a | 128 


Ce Oe aes See a 4 
No. of voters+. 589 
DENNIS. 

: Daniel McLean ..... Aes 411 
[AL G. MeDoweall... Co... 367 


No. of voters.-.. 934 


DUFFERIN. 


R. P. Roblin.. 15 . Acclamation. 
No. of voters.... 510 


EMERSON. 

Jas. Thomson ....- b Seapets pe 
CLS. Donglitss. 20s RO eee wees} 
No. of voters.... 5€7 
KILDONAN. 

Hon. Jno. Norquay 305 

308 


' Duncan Mere Arthy 


No. of voters 707° 


KILLARNEY. 


F.M. Younz...4. Avclamation. 
No. of voters... 8ul 
i} 
LAKESIDE. 
| 


K. Mackenzie.......&..... 2 
(ALA. MeLennan....C 2... 246 


136 


7 


i 


% BPS 4 ore, 3 R 
a eee eee ee 


ok | 


i 
@rea2 


ines 


Re 


a ‘ at } ~~ ; 
‘ : ' Dv te 
p : aa] ¥ i 
aa? “1 4 Wiel 


Se of = 
— 
i 
1 
ey om 
=i 
a : 
ae 
. > 6S 
- aes 
7 a 


137 


"+5 *B19904 JO “ON Sel 
ene = ti uoRuiqoy “WT ft 
Tee y "quaaaebel.y 'd ‘Of “oH 
“SAGNVICOOM 
° £82 
THZ *77'829]04 Jo “ON oe 
(9 serene mayor opy ° 
£69 °°° Fe oq ug ones 
*SAdINNIM ITLQOS OL 
4) ¢ 
Tgp °° °G19}0A JO ‘ON 
L 4 Sas MARNE io 2. a 
"DQoj un FY 


Devoe oe BRA oe ‘T'L 
“ANUNOUDLSAM 


PLL °° 819JOA JOON 
pr me sau IDYIS Tt 
Ae LO ee out uyor 


“NIVINOOW ATLYOL 


UG °°" *81070A JO “ON 
e OO bee vee twee att) “a f 
se ee wong 10304 


‘AOVAINOD “IS 


gL **° B1a}0A JO ON 


eT 


yore tes emm ee ua Toyyosty “NS 
re: vee Beet agua ‘0°H 


‘NOUNYUM HINOS 
GIG 819] 0A JO “ON 
gee aye eer dL 
FLE oe ie oqduug "Tw 'V 
sTunos 


QTL rr BAOJOA JOON, 
SBivipUMUIV by qanopojon AA “AL 


“SLM AMIN Y Ls 


ZGOL «12 810)0A JO ‘ON 
haa ae vegan MND) “7 
8/2 Ge ales BA bee “sur 

‘AMV'L IVONS 


ZTL 1° SADIOA JO "ON 
“MOYEN INT O13 “TL s0uy, 


ATOMMONT US 


Gye *ttt#t0q0A JO “ON 
ie Aree ee 2. PAOLO de 
ve “wosoure “P'S 


"LOOM MOU 
GIO "f° °S1DjOA JO "ON 
Te circeetsse ttt daz og L 
gle coe Septet “Bur 
“YV0aSsnu 
$16 °° °84970A JO “ON 
d AIP PANT * AY 
“TOP HOLAL -S 
“LATHAND SOU 


IfL °° BANVOA JO “ON 
Uy, WIYpOOW 7 UTIL AL ydosug *uo]y 


“NTYLVad VT GDVLYOd 
GS0Z °° 819]0A Jo *ON 


“*PUdINNIM HLUON 


| 


' 
| 
! 


! 


FIL °°'°81070A Jo “ON 
eters see pppucpanfy °K AA 
EE ee BEST PLOBND 


‘NOGNVUE TWLMON 
BOL °°" FADIOA JO "ON 
gog en ML 
‘Ae suosdtuony t's 
“WIOLUON 


OB “*'FLD}OA JO ‘ON 
“MOMULY]OOV -y DUM UT ‘XIV 


“NOM WOW 
OG: ae See site aN ‘ON 
Ole ee eS PETS 
a tae espe st SoW We 
ft eeonoooc ole is scoee SOUND “Gf 


“VSOCUNNIW 


LIQ * 17849104 JO ‘ON, 
| MONA, WEJOD yy CULE Ay “UAL “uOly 


“NOLIN VIN 


LQ 17° B1AVOA Jo "ON 
‘uonuUTNjOOYy “oy * UN UyY ACV 


“SRMIUOW 


GIG ver StajOa JO “ONT 
*U MAU]Oo Yop ATAU VOL) “FOUL ‘UO 


“(NIVINOOW 
EOL "1 SDIOA JOON 
tet Dopo Wott 
Pie AT Ta AOLUIA.O CD CU 
“ANUOT 
OS : eno jOAmS ON 
61° siete, te eees “OUD 7) "”7 
Oe 4 ory Ipouliaey “AA 
“AAUCNVUATA VT 


2o8 " 4645849]0A JO ‘ONT 


Mies. eve onraaeg): of f* ClZ aso aoe tees uuasT “2UDy 
Bec aewon A Mol [RE OIE nod al 


“ANMOGSNV'L 


QO7 LUD IT 


Se 
= 


sy, 

“T- 
= 

a 


y ur ae 
: ee Ps ae 
A gn! a 
a — ee a ' 


~~) 
~ 4 mu ot 
alte i ’ : 
le bray tS : 


Bi: 
‘ 
_ i i 


Z 


a 
oe 
be 


) 


a oe 


*) 
Paiste c ah 
it tuennron 
are 
oot i RS slbaon 


Tbh I ars 
7 Gute ~ 
Sor 


OF borates) 


+ 


aes 


og Beet 
ies 

a: Hy 
r hd 


| 
| 
| 


7 


ee 


» 34 


Tone weG-Rus Alt we bob OT tO Ni DOO DG Bs 


Pn eA NTO BAS SCH OO LOU BeasiuT O3N: 


JUNE 27 TO JULY 23, 1892. 


Poack t Y BoA De oR CANDIDATES 
Liberals Thomas Greenway 34 
Conservatives Rod@mond P, Roblin 37 
Independents ---- 5 


4O single member constituencies 


Perhaps the greatest election dodge in Manitoba history was the 
tendency of the Greenway Government to attempt to focus public attention 
on the legality of its new public school system while hiding from view the 
apparent failure of its railway policies. In August of 1889 Joseph 
Martin, Greanway's Attorney-General and Minister of Railways, had 
supported the outspoken Orangeman Dalton McCarthy speaking in Portage 
La Prairie; and within a year the last French-supporting cabinet minister 
J. E. P. Prendergast quit the government, the French version of the official 
Gazette had ended, and Premier Greenway had brought in legislation to 
abolish use of French in the legislature and the courts of the province. 
Two acts paved the way for the long-standing “Manitoba Schools Question” 
as an issue in the 1892 campaign and later, "An Act Respecting The 
Department of Education" put a committee of the executive council directly 
in control of all educational matters in the province, and "An Act 
Respecting Schools” abolished the Catholic and Protestant schools and 
school boards. As two cases moved through appeals courts for J. K. 
Barrett and Alexander Logan, both of whom sought redress for taxes if 


they were to be refused denominational schools, Greenway called an election. 
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The Schools Question Cluster, 


No matter how we categorize the school question in the form 
it took in the campaign of 1892 it was a major talking point and was 
comprised of a sizeable cluster of inter-related issues, Had the 
government broken prior promises to the Catholic community? Was a 
campaign conducted on the school question an ugly opportunism designed 
to capitalize on prejudices? What form of equitable taxation and grants 
would now complement the new schooling system? To what extent did the 
school question cloud over other more important issues? Which party 
was most consistent, least divided and even somewhat honest about the 
school question? Was the Catholic hierarchy still to be feared as 
essentially authoritarian in education? 


The Brandon Mail printed a series of signed affadavits to the 
effect that Premier Greenway had called on Archbishop Tache previous 
to the 1888 election promising at the time that his government would 
retain the French language and would not abolish Catholic separate schools. 
The affadavits appeared in response to a denial by Mr. Greenway that any 
such meeting or promises were ever given, Brandon's former representative 
in the cabinet, James Smart, was also cited as having promised to 
equalize the grants made to the Catholic section of the Board of 
Education and no action beyond that. 


The Greenway Government was accused of “dangling the school Bill 
to take the electors by their prejudices," The use made of Stuart 
Mulvey and Joseph Lang, strong Orangemen become Greenwayites, was bitterly 
criticized. They know, said The Mail, that"the Orange element is a strong 
one in the country, they hope their school legislation will @peal to their 
prejudice, hence their anxiety to employ manipulators of the Lang calibre. "~ 


In their opposition platform adopted in convention May 30, 1892, 


1 The Brandon Mail, April 7, 1892. 
2 Ibid., June 23, 1892. 
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the Conservatives also called for "one uniform school system," 

promising to uphold the School Act as long as it was defended in the 
Barrett versus Winnipeg case now before the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council, If the court should decide in favor of Barrett and 
against the school legislation the Conservatives promised to proceed 
with a constitutional amendment to make the legislation stand. They 
argued that on such a platform their position was consistent and con- 
stitutional. They appealed to Orangemen by arguing “Orangemen are... 
sworn to maintain the constitution and the opposition are committed to 
the abolition of Separate Schools in a constitutional way. Greenway 

and company are committed to their abolition in violation of the con- 
stitution if it best suits their purpose. The man, then, who votes 

for Greenway, aids a violation of the constitution, This is the case in 
a nutshell, "> Mr. Greenway had been charged with dragging his feet on the 
school issue hoping to have an election over with before the Privy Council 
ruling might make a mockery of his legislation. Conservatives could argue, 
therefore, that there was nothing to be decided about Manitoba schools in 
the 1892 campaign as any decisions were in the hands of the Privy Council. 
The only real question was what the government would do if the school acts 
were declared invalid. 


The Privy Council case was taking place because Roman Catholics 
like Barrett were being taxed for a non-sectarian schooling system, The 
Brandon Mail argued that the government could pay teacher's salaries 
directly and that dissatisfied Roman Catholics could resort to the pre- 
Confederation situation of taxing themselves as they so wished for whatever 
teaching they chose, but without government aid. 


The Free Press, responding to the suggestion that the school 
question was the main issue in the election, declared: “The fact is that 
outside of Winnipeg it makes very poor showing and even here the better 
class of ministerialists are getting ashamed of the senseless row they 
have been raising over it." Editorializing, the Winnipeg paper concluded 


3 Brandon Mail, June 23, 1892, 
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that the “school cry” was raised to draw off public attention from “the 
Government's scandalous record" in connection with its railway policy 
and a deal conducted with the Northern Pacific in pareidivare” 


Clifford Sifton, who had just become Attorney-General and 
Provincial Lands Commissioner, warned voters at a large Carberry meeting 
that the Conservative Party if elected would be pressured by its French 
members to repeal the school laws, Amid cheers and cries of support, 
Attorney-General Sifton argued that his party had lost five supporters 
in promoting the school legislation which should serve as proof that 
political advantage had never been the goal of the Greenwayites, The 
opposition, on the other hand, Mr, Sifton charged, was a party of turn- 
coats that could hardly be trusted now when they declare they would not 
repeal the law. 


Speaking of A, F. Martin, one of the first to defect, Stuart 
Mulvey was cheered at Morris where he challenged Martin by proclaiming: 


I have no faith in death-bed conversion...If he is a sincere convert 
to the system of public schools, all he has to do is to go down to 
Winnipeg and get His Grace to withdraw the suit, Barrett versus 
Winnipeg, come back and tell us that such has been done, and on my 
honor with your consent I will withdraw from this contest and allow 
Mr. Martin to be elected by acclamation.” 


The Winnipeg papers continued their bitter editorializing with 

the Tribune attacking the "slanderous, corrupt politicians” of opposition 
ilk who, the newspaper said, blamed the honest supporters of Greenway, and 
who in their opposition enlisted the "solid Romanist vote.” Thus, 
traditional party allegiances for the two major Winnipeg papers were 
reversed as the Tribune blasted its Conservative Party stalwarts: 

Is the Roman hierarchy to be given state aid in pertetuating a solid 

vote, race and religious division, prejudices and animosities? Are 


we to aid in giving the hierarchy absolute rule over the minds and 
hearts of defenceless children? These questions we must answer now, 


4 MFP, July 6, 1892. 
5 The Brandon Sun, June 20, 1892, 
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Is the time one for following blindly any set of politicans who 
may call themselves by our party name, 
The Privy Council decision came, ironically, on the Glorious 

Orange 12th of July, and upheld the Greenway legislation, Yet nothing 
in the campaign seemed changed save perhaps a new fear that Macdonald 
might try some remedial legislation from Ottawa. For the most part the 
campaign could a little more clearly take heed of the genuine railway 
questions so clouded over by the school issue. 


Premier Greenway's concern had always been to hold the powerful 
railway magnets at bay. He had kept the RRVR out of the hands of the CPR 
and Northern Pacific Railway by making a deal with the latter company which 
promised to build further connections to Brandon and Portage La Prairie 
as the RRVR became the Northern Pacific and Manitoba Railway. Throughout, 
Mr, Greenway was attempting to create viable competition that would 
reduce freight rates, He under-estimated the wiles and power of his 
opponents. By 1892 most Manitobans complained bitterly that no reduction 
in rates for wheat shipments had come as they were promised, 


But it was the actual complexities of the deal with the NPR which 
troubled voters most, When Greenway sold the RRVR to the NPR the money 
involved in the sale was allegedly never returned to the accounts, thus 
exaggerating the Norquay deficit, "The dishonesty of the present 
incumbents in office lies in charging the late government with its drafts 
and resources for the road and refusing to credit receipts from the RRVR, 
when sold,” the Mail reported,’ 


Attorney-General Sifton was later forced to admit during the 
Campaign that "a considerable portion of the deficit...had come back to 
this Government, and has since been expended in public buildings.” Ina 
last editorial before the election the Brandon Mail questioned whether 


6 From the Winnipeg Tribune as cited in The Brandon Sun, June 
9, 1892 e 


7 The Brandon Mail, July 14, 1892. 
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Greenway had achieved his goal of common railways open to competition, 
or had the sale to NPR resulted in no provision for competition. The 
editorial spoke of Mr, Greenway's sale of the RRVR and the later action 
of the CPR and NPR as follows: 
We know they have shut out competing roads and there is an alliance 
between the two existing systems rendering competition impossibe, 
thus taking $535,000 of the people's money for nothing. The Northern 
Pacific with the same rates as the CFR is all the people have for the 
ten cents a buspet reduction on wheat promised by Mr. Greenway, 
four years ago. 

The RRVR deal was further complicated by the charge in this 
campaign that contracters Ryan and Haney had allegedly claimed damages 
against the Norquay Government when that government had to stop building 
due to a lack of funds. An award of $58,000 was made, of which something 
like $14,000 had been paid. The Free Press charged that funds had been 
set aside for the balance of this sum and that payment just prior to the 
election looked like a shared amount between contractors and government-- 
the latter using its share as an election fund, The Winnipeg paper 
challenged the government to set up a Royal Commission to investigate its 
charges, “The one issue, the one question,” the newspaper insisted, was 
whether "this Government that is now seeking a renewed lease for power is 
an honest one?" The school question, it was charged, had served as a 


"divergence" from all of the above plus the "Northern Pacific corruption. "” 


Charges of exhorbitant and spiraling costs which brought to a 
stop the building of the Hudson's Bay Railway, and opposition to the 
$150,000 offered to the CPR to induce them not to charge more for hauling 
coal, without obtaining assurances as to whether they would haul it from 
Souris, rounded out the case against the Greenway Government and its rail- 
way policies, 


An election eve defense of the government$policies was offered 
by Issac Campbell at a Dufferin Park meeting of all candidates, The report 


8 Editorial: "A Last Word,” The Brandon Mail, July 21, 1892. 
9 MFP, July 6, 7, 8, and 13th, 1892, and-seeattached—phetestat 
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of his address is worth citing more fully as it touches on all the 
opposition charges raised above, 


He saw nothing but good in the railway policy of the Government, 
He figured out a saving of $180,000 a year, being 3 cents per 100 
on ten million bushels, in consequence of the building of the NPR, 
He defended the repealing of the act guaranteeing the HBR to the 
extent of $4,500,000 holding that this was too large after com- 
petition had been secured through the NPR...he gave the Government 
great credit for assisting the CPR to build its ninety miles 
extension from Melita to the coal fields, and for securing thereby 
a reduction in the price of coal to $4 instead of $7 per ton, with 
rates proportionately less to Brandon and other points. 0 
Two other major province-wide issues were in evidence in the 1892 
campaign: redistribution and associated electoral laws; and a liquor 


plebiscite held in conjunction with voting on July 23. 


Whereas there had been universal acknowledgement that Mr. 
Greenway’s redistribution of 1888 had been devoid of gerrymandering, 
the 1892 redistribution was a clear case of re-defining boundaries for 
the purpose of winning an election, The most obvious cases, and, 
therefore, those which in themselves became contentious matters in the 
campaign, were the destruction of Morris and Dufferin constituencies, 
homes of the two most stalwart Oppositionists:Rodmond Palen Roblin, 
leader in the house, and A. F. Martin, outspoken critic of the government 
school laws, For all practical purposes Dufferin and Morris were so 
combined and divided away that at least one Oppositionist was guaranteed 
defeat, It proved to be Roblin, Other combinations in Cypress and 
Mountain constituencies allegedly offered Mr, Greenway several additional 
hundred Icelandic supporters in his own constituency, and the Brandon Mail 
described careful changes in the Brandon area designed to protect govern- 
ment member H, C, Graham there, 2+ 


In conjunction with the redistribution, Attorney-General Sifton 
had introduced legislation which would release candidates from responsibility 
for corrupt electoral practices, making their agents fully responsible when 
their actions were unknown to the candidate, The Brandon Mail saw this 


10 MFP, July 22, 1892, 


11 The Brandon Mail, April 14, 1892. See also Holmes, "Prov- 
incial Elections,” where Holmes confirms that the gerrymandering was so 
effective as to eliminate all but two French-Catholic Conservatives, 
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act as "giving the wink” to corrupt practices and levelled its 
shortcomings at its author Clifford Sifton of Brandon, 


The implementation of the election acts, by enumeration and the 
like, were also criticized by Oppositionists, since voters’ lists seemed 
unduly stacked with Liberals, even when deceased or removed from a con- 
stituency, James Smart, another Brandon Ministerialist, was criticized, 
as in the 1888 campaign, for seeming to support enumeration by partisan 
registration clerks when he had once advocated the use of municipal clerks, 
As dozens of Conservative names had to be added to the voters’ lists under 
Courts of Revision the issue grew more heated. "The law was intended,” 
said the Mail editorially, "to willfully cheat the opposition to the 
government out of its legitimate rights at the polls, and it is only to 
be regretted that there are so many of the appointees of the government 
willing to act in conformity with its worst intentions.” The Brandon 
Mail concluded that there was "ample evidence the electoral law is a 
fraud from beginning to end and its management is equally censurable the 
country over, "7 


As Temperance Union conventions sang out "All Hail the Power of 
Jesus Name,” Manitoba voters prepared to choose prohibition or licensed 
liquor selling. Some politicians decried the black and white choice 
offered the electorate calling instead for local options, But all seemed 
to recognize that if prohibition were accepted details would have to be 
worked out later by the government, The Brandon Mail described the choice 
this way: 


Are you in favor of prohibiting the liquor traffic, or do you desire 
its continuance? If you are for temperance, pure homes, clear heads 
and hopeful lives, vote so on the 23rd. If you are for the liquor 
traffic, blood-money, spoiled men, sorrowing women and injured children, 
vote so on the penis 


12 Editorial: "The Voters' Lists,” The Brandon Mail, June 30, 1892. 
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The Greenway Government was being viewed with some suspicion by 
prohibitionists since it had recently lightened penalties against first, 
second and third offenders of the existing liquor practices, Pro- 
hibitionists were also called upon to answer questions of personal liberty 
and responded by pointing to the practice of giving up firearms "because 
one out of 100 would use them in an improper way,” Rev, Joseph Hogg, 
vice-president of the Prohibition League speaking at a Granite Rink 
election eve meeting spoke of the bi-partisan support for prohibition, 

His comments were described by a Free Press reporter. 


He said that practically the platform upon which he stood was not one 
that would suggest prohibition, as it was supported by whiskey barrels, 
but in reality he was standing on a genuine total prohibition platform, 
He was glad to state that he did not have. to come out in favor of any 
political party in order to support prohibition as Government and 
opposition candidates ise in the city...had voiced themselves pretty 
decidedly on that point. 


Both the new election act and the prohibition plebiscite circled 
around the author of. the first, Clifford Sifton. The Brandon Mail 
charged that a Mr. C. Pilling, as an agent of Sifton, had supervised the 
distribution of whiskey and ten dollar bills to induce voters to support 
Mr, Sifton in his 1891 by-election. While the Winnipeg Tribune praised 
Attorney-General Sifton as “unspotted in his political career from the 
least toadying to the saloon power,” other papers were describing the 
situation in vivid form, typical of the extreme partisanship of journalism 
at the time, "We can prove," said the Mail, 


eeethat the night before polling a government official, drawing his 
salary out of the public purse, visited a voter who had promised to 
vote for Mr, Cliffe and intended to do so, slept with the voter, 
soaked him with whiskey and next morning dragged him to the poll a 
Sifton voter. If Hifton is the honourable highminded man he is 
represented to be, he would inquire into these matters, and if true 
express his condemnation of them, Instead of this, however, what 
has he done--passed an act relieving candidates from the rascalities 
of their agents--paving the way for a repetition again this contest 
of what was done a year ago in North Brandon. 


The North-West Review, a Roman Catholic journal, oozed with 
sarcasm on the same point: 


14 MFP, July 22, 1892. 
15 The Brandon Mail, July 14, 1892. 
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It will be the proper thing now for the immaculate and holy Sifton 
to adopt temperance as one of the planks in his platform and then 
send round free whiskey among those of SS constituents who do not 
take much stock in cold water arguments, 

Whatever Clifford Sifton was doing in Brandon in 1891 it was 
clear from opposition charges that a great many promises, if not out- 
right use of “boodle” to influence voters was engaged in, in 1892: the 
promise of rail facilities in some areas, public works at Macgregor, an 
agriculture college for Norfolk constituency and "thousands of dollars," 
said the Free Press, spent to defeat Roblin in Morden and other leading 
Oppositionists in Kildonan, Manitou and Cypress--and all out of the 


"Ryan and Haney fund, "2? 


It was an election of many issues; candidates discussed appropriate 
means of aiding municipalities, and the direct aid from government depart- 
ments was seen as a vote-getting device. The lack of open tenders for 
government jobs was often criticized, 


It was during this period that the Patrons of Industry became an 
increasingly more forceful voice in Manitoba politics. The imported 
American Patrons demanded protection of farm interests in almost every 
major government department @ffecting agriculture, They recommended 
farmer control over elevators and mills; they published their own paper, 
and threatened to buy such items as binder twine directly from a cord 
manufacturer if the duty on imported twine was not repealed, The Grand 
President speaking in Brandon also advocated that the government establish 
banks which would offer farmers loans at reduced rates of interest. 


Immigration was fast becoming a major issue in each campaign and 
now with noticeable seasonable unemployment the policy of canvassing 
Britain for agricultural laborers six or seven months before harvest was 
condemned, A meeting of unemployed men in Brandon criticized the 
distribution of a provincial pamphlet in Britain promising payments that 
were impossible in reality. 


16 As cited in The Brandon Mail, May 5, 1892. 
17 Manitoba Free Press, July 20, 22 and 25, 1892. 
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In a letter to the Brandon Mail one citizen advocated immigration 
of monied classes, arguing that labor would “always follow capital.” 
"But, the correspondant continued, “should the country continue to get a 
large immigration of the kind we see here in 3randon, being induced to 
come by false pretences, they will either have to be fed or their expenses 
paid out of the country, and each and all of them will be anti-immigration 
agents of their own chofeeg° 


The assessment laws of the province also came under attack since 
the assessment was applied not only to what a man owned but to what he 
owed, interest on mortgages, bank loans, etc, In a lead editorial on the 
subject The Brandon Mail declared: "If this is not the worst form of class 
legislation, in the face of all the promises of parliamentary representatives 
‘and would-be representatives who desire seats in the legislature, then 
we are at a loss to understand it.” Calling for an assessment on what 
men are worth over liabilities the editorial continued: "A community can 
never prosper, while the tendency of the law is to make a rich man richer 
and a poor poorer, as is the case with Manitoba's assessment laws, "!? 

The concern for poorer classes and workingmen was even more obvious 
in Winnipeg Center where the Conservative candidate John Winram, president 
of the Workingman'’s Conservative Association, was dismissed as a “nobody” 
by the Honorable D, H. McMillan, Liberal candidate and Provincial Treasurer, 
Winram defended the Conservative platform calling for a “workingman's 
compensation act,” He warned of coming labor problems in Winnipeg and 
handled attacks on his person as described by a Free Press reporter: “His 
opponents had tried to sneer him out of existence because he was a poor man, 
and he stood here as a workingman's candidate; he belonged, not to the 
Classes, but to the masses. Though he was poor there was not a man who 
would dare say anything against the character of John Winran, (applause )’~° 
It was apparent that a new class consciousness in the campaigns had arrived. 

As the campaign drew to a close one of the worst “cyclones” in 
Manitoba's history (July 10) became an integral part of the campaign as 


news editors and others called for government assistance. 


18 The Brandon Mail, May 26, 1892. 
do) Ibid... June,.23,, 2892. 
20 MFP, July 22, 1892. 
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Roorbacks played an unusually large part in the campaign as copies 
of a signed affadavit of a Kildonan French-Catholic claimed that N. F. 
Hagel (opposition candidate in Kildonan) had told him he favored separate 
schools. It was being said on a broadsheet, containing the affadavit and 
circulated across the province, that both Hagel and Roblin had said they 
favored national schools but in private denied it. The Free Press claimed 
that investigations showed that no such person as the signer of the affa- 
davit was resident in the parish where the story had supposedly taken place, 
Similarly, said the Free Press, there was no Mr. Bailey in Morden, who was 
supposed to have claimed that R. P. Roblin tried to buy his influence to 
help him in the Morden election. The conclusion reached by the Free Press 
was that both cases were first class examples of the famous last minute 


Campaign roorback. ae 


On July 23rd Thomas Greenway was returned to office having won 26 
of 40 seats, while prohibition was easily carried 19,639 to 7,115. ee 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1892. 


Peon TY SEATS POPULAR ae See 

: WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Liberals 26 16,133 51.9 65.0 
Conservatives 11 14,229 45.7 27.5 
Independents 3 739 2.4 7.5 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1892. 


Major, Province-Wide. 


1. Manitoba Schools Question. (Cluster). 
(a) Legality of provincial system. 
(b) Promises to Catholic community. 
(c) Campaign opportunism. 
(ad) Equitable taxation and grants. 
(e) The issue as a dodge. 


21 MFP, July 20, 1892. 


22 From election results contained in Begg, History of the North- 
West, III, 346-347, The constituency results which follow on page 151 are 
gleaned largely from a handwritten election records register available 
from the Provincial Library of Manitoba in Winnipeg. 
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Manitoba Schools Question. (Cluster) - cont'd. 


(f) Party consistency on the question, 
(g) Role of Catholic hierarchy. 
(h) Affadavits supporting separate schools. (Roorback). 


2. Railway Policy. (Perennial). 
(a) Sale of RRVR. 
(b) Freight rates for wheat. (Sectional). 
(c) Costs of the HBR. 
(a) CPR and Souris coal. 


3. The Electoral System. (Political, Charges of Corruption). 
(a) Gerrymandering, 
(b) Bogus voters’ lists. 
(c) Partisan registration clerks, 


4, Liquor Plebiscite. (Social, Specific), 
(a) Use of liquor by Attorney-General Sifton, (Side, Charge of Corruption). 


Minor, 


Aid to Municipalities, 

Tenders for Government Jobs. 

Farmers' Stake in Economic Control. (Sectional). 
Immigration and Related Unemployment. (Sectional). 
Assessment Laws. (Liberal Left). 

"Workingman's" Compensation Act. (Left, Sectional), 
Assistance for "Cyclone" Damage. (Temporary, Local). 


RESULTS BY CONSTITUENCIES - 1892. 
AVONDALE BRANDON CITY DAUPHIN 


James Hartney O 518 W. Macdonald O 669 T. A. Burrows G 317 
Wm. Herriott G 366 Jas. A. Smart G 657 G. A. Campbell 0 308 
BEAUTIFUL PLAINS CARILLON DELORAINE 

J. A. Davidson 0 645 Martin Jerome I 199 T. H. Kellett 0 430 
John Crawford G 629 T. A. Bernier O 173 John Renton G 385 
BIRTLE CYPRESS DENNIS 

C. J. Mickle G 545 WwW. Doig G 552 Jas. F. Frame 0 508 
H. M. Power 0 268 &E. J. Wood 0 549 Hon. D. McLean G 474 
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EMERSON 

D. H. McFadden 
Jas. Thomson 
KILDONAN 

J. J. Bird 

N. F. Hagel 
KILLARNEY 

F, McN. Young 
George Lawrence 
LAKESIDE 

John Rutherford 
T. E. Wallace 

, LANSDOWNE 
Edward Dickson 
W. J. Helliwell 
LA VERENDRYE 
Theophile Pare 
W. Lagimodiere 
LORNE 

R. Ge O* Malley 


MANITOU 

Robt. Ironside 
Jas, Huston 
MINNEDOSA 
Robt. H. Myers 
W. J. Roche 
MORDEN 

Thomas Duncan 
R. P. Roblin 
MORRIS 

A. F. Martin 
Stewart Mulvey 
MOUNTAIN 


Thos, Greenway 
Robert Rogers 
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327 
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NORFOLK 

Robt. F. Lyons 
S. J. Thompson 
NORTH BRANDON 


Hon. C. Sifton 
T. E. Greenwood 


PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE 


Hon. R. Watson 
W. J. Cooper 
RHINELAND 

VY. Winkler 

N. Bowman 

ROC KWOOD 

S. J. Jackson 
J.B. Rutherford 
ROSENFELDT 
Enoch Winkler 
E,. Penner 
RUSSELL 

James Fisher 


ST, ANDREWS 

F, W. Colcleugh 
B. Baldwinson 
ST, BONIFACE 

J. Prendergast 
Roger Marion 
SASKATCHEWAN 
David McNaught 
Alfred Carss 
SOURIS 

A.McI, Campbell 
W. H. Stratton 
SOUTH BRANDON 


H. C. Graham 
Alex Reid 
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274 
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SPRINGFIELD 


Thos. H. Smith G 


R. S. Conklin 


TURTLE MOUNTAIN 
John Hettle 


F, L. Schaffner O 


WESTBOURNE 


T, L. Morton 


WINNIPEG CENTER 


298 
161 


463 
408 


ACC 


D. He McMillan G 1177 


J. J. Winram 


WINNIPEG NORTH 
P, C. McIntyre 
G. H. Campbell 
WINNIPEG SOUTH 
J. D, Cameron 
D. E. Sprague 
WOODLANDS 

Hugh Armstrong 
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NATIONAL SCHOOLS, 


NOM NeTRVR Poe RE NLC? Ege * 


DECEMBER 11, 1895 TO JANUARY 15, 1896, 


Pon HoT Y 7? HAY D ER CANDIDATES 
Liberals Thomas Greenway 36 
Conservatives R. P. Roblin. 28 
Patrons of Industry ---- 7 
Independents ---- 6 


40 single member constituencies 


Dissolution and the Schools Question. 


The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council having decided in 
favor of the Manitoba Government in the Barrett and Logan cases later 
overturned a Supreme Court of Canada decision and ruled that remedial 
legislation could be considered by the Ottawa Government. Hence, the 
Catholic minority"s appeal through the Manitoba Act had given the 
Conservative Government in Ottawa a green light to extend an order-in- 
council to Greenway's government, demanding the rights of Roman Catholics 
to conduct their schools in a manner prior to that enforced by the acts 
of 1890. The order-in-council also called for the minority's right 
to share public grants, plus an exemption for Catholics from paying for 
any additional system to a Catholic one, Communication between the two 
governments resulted in Ottawasclaiming that if the Manitoba Government 
did not comply the federal house would convene on January 2, 1896 to 
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consider remedial legislation, The latter order-in-council was forwarded 
on July 27, 1895. Premier Greenway waited until December 21, and then 
replied with a refusal and a challenge: “The menacing attitude assumed 
by the Dominion Government with reference to the educational legislation 
of the province has made it necessary to take the sense of the electors 
upon the question thus forced upon them.” In outlining the events of the 
past year and in calling an election for January 15, 1896, Greenway 
explained his actions and defined the major issue: 


We have replied definitely and positively rejecting the proposal to 
re-establish separate schools in any forn, and expressing the intention 
to uphold the present uniform non-sectarian system, As the Federal 
parliament is about to be asked to legislate upon this subject it is 

of the utmost importance that the views of the electors of the province 
should be clearly and unmistakedly expressed. 


Premier Greenway continued: 


I assert that our people are perfectly competent to deal with their 

own educational concerns, and I resent the imputation that they have 
treated any portion of the community with injustice or a spirit of 
intolerance, I protest against the proposed action of the Dominion 
government in inviting parliament to destroy our national school system 
without investigation and in ignorance of the circumstances. If your 
votes are overwhelmingly in favor of the stand taken by the government 
there is no doubt that the views of the members of the Dominion parlia- 
ment will be materially affected thereby and coercive legislation 

may be altogether averted, 


Premier Greenway’s hurried election call, coming on the heels of 
recent meetings with the federal Liberal leader Wilfréd Laurier, raised 
similar questions to those which became the cluster of issues around the 
school question in 1892, Was this sudden dissolution appropriate--was there 
anything the electorate could decide? Would the school issue be used as a 
hurried means of returning to power while less evident issues went un- 
examined? Had Messrs. Greenway or Sifton made some prior arrangement with 
Mr. Laurier in which this election was but a piece? 


As the campaign progressed the cluster of issues enlarged: Was it 


1 The Brandon Mail, January 2, 1896. Greenway's address to his 
constituents in the Mountain riding, 
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possible to oppose separate schools on economic and educational grounds 
alone? To what extent was the Roman hierarchy implicated in the events 
of the day? And even: Were Roman Catholics a lesser breed of citizen? 


For Premier Thomas Greenway, however, there remained but. one major 
issue, He summed it up forcefully as he ended his opening campaign 
address: 

I ask you in conclusion to remember the main issue upon which you are 

to pronounce is a most important one. Shall the people of Manitoba 

submit without protest to unjust and overbearing treatment? Shall 
provincial autonomy be practically abandoned? Shall our national 
system be destroyed? These are the questions gentlemen, which you 

are required to answer by the exercise of your franchise. 

The response of opponents was immediate, “There is no use being 
scared before you are hurt" was the attitude of the Brandon Mail. Mr, 
Greenway appeared to be seeking praise over the sins of others; dissolution 
was little more than "the trick of a partisan to snatch a verdict under 
anything but proper circumstances." The Conservative Mail pondered the 
possibilities that parliament might not pass coercive legislation or the 
legislation it did pass might be acceptable, "then what excuse could 
Greenway and company offer for having a few weeks before plunged the 
province into an unnecessary expense of at least $25,000 of a general 
election?" The Mail was joined by the Free Press in fearing that the record 
of the administration seeking a new lease on power would be overlooked. 

The Free Press blamed Ottawa for the unfortunate dissolution call and feared 
greatly that the opposition would be unable to “squarely present an issue 
and fight it through." Continuing its editorial on dissolution the paper 
confessed its fear for absent opposition: 


(u] ithout any motive of héstility toward the Greenway Government the 

Free Press does not hesitate to say that this prospect is to be regretted 
by every Erue friend of the Province, It is not good for the legis- 
lation of the Province that a Government should be so strong as to be 

in a position to despise and disregard the Opposition in the Legis- 
lature, Neither is it desirable that an issue like the school question 


2 Editorial: "A General Election," The Brandon Mail, December 26, 
and Editorial; “The Elections," January 2, 1896. 
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should continue to be the only one presented for the judgement of 

the electors, There are surely other questions bearing on the 

material prosperity of the Province which are sure to be overlooked 

and the ext effects of their having been over-shadowed discovered 

too late, 

The Free Press was willing to accept that a loss at the polls by 

the local government could only indicate to outsiders that the people 
of the province were not with their government on the school question. 
Dr. Harrison, the one-month Conservative premier following John Norquay's 
decline, advocated a bi-partisan unity on the question, and would have 


had Conservatives desist from running opposition candidates. 


Amongst the most astute comments on the question of dissolution 
over the school problem was the editorial comment of the Free Press, 
which recognized that both Ottawa and Manitoba governments would attempt 
to saddle the other for responsibility in this volatile religious and 
racial struggle. The Free Press surmised that it was expected by the 
parties involved that some reasonable approach would have developed 
between August and January, The Winnipeg paper cited the "middle 
course” and “friendly negotiations” that were being offered as the way out 
in the Federal Government's July 27, 1895 order-in-council. The 
July 27th order was quoted as saying: “it is believed by the sub- 
committee that the religious opinions and rights which have been 
recognized in the Judicial Committee of the Imperial Privy Council could 
be sufficiently met by the local legislature without impairing the 
efficiency or proper conduct, management and regulation of the public 
schools.” The conclusion of the Free Press was perceptive: “From this 
it would appear that there has been a blunder or an attempt to blind the 
public, on the one side or the ptherin 


It was perhaps just this sense that not all was being told that 
prompted the Free Press to plead editorially for a speedy abandonment of 
the idea of remedial legislation at Ottawa, “so that,” said the paper: 


3 Editorial: “Dissolution,” MFP, December 24, 1895. 
4 Editorial: "What is the Issue?" MFP, December 30, 1895. 
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“Our local elections here may be fought out on some other issues, the 
importance of which is being lost sight of in the feelings aroused by 

the school issue.” The Winnipeg daily went on ee the opposition for 
not having early on opposed Dominion interference Bayh the question 


would have been removed as an issue in the election. 


Supporters of Thomas William Taylor, ex-mayor of Winnipeg and 
Conservative candidate in the city's north constituency, explained the 
school issue's “cover up” qualities in a different manner. The chairman 
of one of Taylor's meetings told the story of a young lawyer, who, 
when asked by the head of the law firm respecting a certain case, answered 
he had settled. "'The devil, you have’, said the principal: ‘this firm 
has been living off that case for twenty years'.” "The local government,” 
the chairman went on, has “been living off the school question for the 


past five or six Veoxel? 


Clifford Sifton denied opposition charges that the election call 
was part of an agreement made between himself and Laurier, Premier 
Greenway, too, denied an understanding of any kind except "with the 
electors of Manitoba." Mr, Sifton’s denial was emphatic and concluded by 
indicating some openness on the part of the Greenway Government, Speak- 
ing on his home ground of Brandon he declared: 


There is no contract, understanding, agreement, arrangement or 
intention, direct or indirect, expressed or implied, between the 
government of Manitoba and the Dominion Government, Mr. Laurier, the 
Roman Catholic Church, or any person or body, or corporation in 

Canada or elsewhere, in regard to any change in the school law to 

be made, either before or after we are returned to power, (Loud and 
continued applause), We are prepared to consider any changes in method 
that will make it acceptable to the Roman Catholics. 


And further at a Portage La Prairie meeting Mr. Sifton was reported 
to have said that the Manitoba Government “had not enacted a law to infringe 
on the rights of Catholics." They were willing, he said, “to do all in 
their power to conciliate them, without interfering with the principle of 
the School Act." Sifton claimed he “wanted to do good by his Catholic 


5 MFP, January 6, 1896, 
Tbid., January 14, 1896. 
Tbid., January 4, 1896. 
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Such arguments raised the whole issue of the quality of education 
that students had been receiving in the province, Some candidates could 
cite precise and shocking illiteracy figures for French settlers in 
river parishes of the province. Opposition spokesmen continued to ponder 
the government policy. T, W. Taylor claimed that the Catholic religion 
and Catholic text books were still being used in thirty-five school 
districts, consciously supported by the government, 7 Hugh John Macdonald, 
son of Canada's first Prime-Minister and a highly respected political 
figure, agreed with most Conservatives that the school question had 
been poorly handled, He supported national schools but not the kind of 
introduction of them designed to win Protestant support in order to cover 
poor railway and general policy, He said at a campaign meeting that he 
was convinced of the rightness of the Catholic entitlement to remedial 
legislation, but approved of the national school system on the grounds 
that “our children grow together, and thus minimize religious prejudice, "> 
His concern for the economics of the situation was argued by both major 
parties, Attorney-General Sifton, speaking in Douglas, pointed out that 
in 1890, 545 Protestant schools received an average of $142.65 in yearly 
government grants whereas 73 Roman Catholic schools received a $328.44 
annual average. Government salary grants to Protestant and Roman Catholic 
teachers were similarly Berens 


However, not all spokesmen were as tempered in their comments as 
Messrs. Macdonald and Sifton, A speech in Edmonton by Archbishop Langevin 
added fuel for those who wished to make Roman clergy interference part of 
the issue, Hon. J, D, Cameron, Municipal Commissioner in the Greenway 
Government and unopposed candidate in Winnipeg South, claimed that “the 
minority would not be satisfied with anything short of full clerical 
control of their schools. This declaration had been made by Archbishop 


8 MFP, January 9, 1896. 

Om Thig., January 14, 1896, 

10 Ibid., January 9, 1896. 

11 The Brandon Sun, January 9, 1896, 
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Langevin in his speech in Edmonton, The contest was still on, "14 


The enemy could be interchanged: Ottawa, Quebec or the Roman 
clergy. For the Orangemen, responding to events in Ottawa as well as 
the January election at home, all three were enemies, and most partic- 
ularly the traditionl foe--Catholicism. Witness the following resolution 
of the annual meeting of the Dufferin Local Orange Lodge number 1514: 


We firmly resolve to support those candidates and those only, for 
local or Dominion parliamentary seats who will assure us of their 
fidelity to our present public school system, and their decision to 
oppose any interference from Ottawa with our educational matters, and 
also that we feel it our duty to call upon all loyal and patriotic 
citizens,..to unite with us in making a bold and unflinching stand 
against the common foe of truth and liberty throughout our land, 

and in maintaining those blessings which we enjoy without molestation 
and intolerance from enemies outside our province, and to make once 
for all a strong and lasting rally to the old watchword of "No 
Surrender, "23 


By far the most bitter comment on the issue of interference (even 
though denied by Sifton and Greenway as we have seen) came in the 
partisan Liberal journal which seven years earlier had begun the campaign 
for national schools. The embittered partisanship of the Brandon Sun 
Was an integral part of the campaign, and its flavor is deserving of 
lengthy quotation. Its front page response to dissolution read as follows: 


Anything less than an overwhelming victory for Mr. Greenway and his 
colleagues means the destruction of our national school system and the 
success of Federal aggression, There has never before in the history 
of Canada been so clear a case of unjustifiable interference by one 
Province in the affairs of another, The Roman Catholic clergy of 
Quebec have demanded that separate schools be restored in Manitoba, 

in direct defiance of the will of the people of the Province of 

Man itoba, ; 

The question submitted to the electors is whether they will 
support their own government, in resisting such coercion (Quebec 
proposes to force the Canadian parliament to coerce Manitoba) [sic by 
every lawful and constitutional means, This question can only be 
decided now, There will be no opportunity to reconsider, If the 
Government is not overwhelmingly returned then the plain meaning of 


12 MFP, January 15, 1896. 
13 Ibid., January 9, 1896. 
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the result will be that our people do not approve of the firm stand 
which has been taken, 


The rhetoric of “Provincial rights,” "national schools,” “no 
interference” reached fever pitch in this attack on Catholicism: 


The most momentous question that has ever stirred the breast of the 
people of Canada is now left for decision with the people of this 
Province who are the first interested. The battle ground upon 
which will be fought the question of National Schools, Provincial 
Rights and Non-Interference has been selected, and it is right here 


in the Province, at the head of which is the Government which had the 


courage to undertake the task of ridding the country of an incubus 


which was financially and morally a burden on it. From this hour the 
citizens whose aim it is to burst the bonds with which it is intended 
he shall be bound, to break the chain that would forever fetter him to 


the dictation and rule of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and thus 


reduce himself and his children to the serfdom and the martyrdom from 
which his forefathers escaped only by the baptism of blood, should n 
allow a moment of time to waste between now and the 15th of January. 


The Sun further argued that a “secret understanding” existed 
between the Roman hierarchy and the opposition whereby the latter's 


opposing position to national schools would be defined, It was "generally 
understood,” claimed the Sun, that the money used for campaigning against 


National Schools by the opposition came from the Roman church.” 


Citing figures to show that the numbers of indictable offences and 
inmates in penitentiaries were significantly higher amongst Roman Catholics 
when compared to all Protestant denominations combined, the Sun made the 


following rather startling conclusion: 


It is only after careful investigation of the facts that we find that 


159 


the large majority of the ignorant and vicious in the larger and smaller 


centers of population profess to belong to the Roman Catholic Church. 
If we find that the results of the teaching of any church, sect, or 
school are not in harmony with the highest conceptions of citizenship, 


then it is for us to protest and if possible assist in finding a 
remedy, We advocate the establishment and continuance of National 


Schools on these grounds, and thus take exception to the policy of the 
pe-erctopists which it must not be forgotten is to destroy our present 


system, 


14 The Brandon Sun, December 26, 1895. 
15 Ibid., January 9, 1896, 
16 Ibid,, January 9, 1896, 
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Such, then, was the taste of this bitter campaign as it 
revolved once again around the Manitoba School Question, and the extent 
of its heat and bitterness did certainly blind the voters to the other 
issues of the day, And what of those other matters? 


Government Expenses and Bonded Debt. 


The Greenway Government found itself under attack for having 
fostered, over the years, $2,500,000 in bonded debt when there had been 
none under the Norquay Government, This bonded debt included, according 
to the critics, $90,000 on a Chicago fair junket, $60,000 of which was 
taken from monies budgeted for municipalities; paying off the $40,000 
balance on the Ryan and Haney deal; and $1,000,000 spent for unnecessary 
railway expenses and expenses incurred by “relatives and heelers” in a 
reformatory which serviced but one boy, an asylum which paid salaries to 
members of Greenway's family, and a number of well bores all of dubious 
nature, The Brandon Mail suggested precise ways of cutting back on future 
expenditures, Approximately $13,000 annually was being spent in interest 
on the incomplete HBR. By repairing the existing forty miles and hence 
meeting federal standards the province would be able to receive federal 
land grants. Many Oppositionists, including the Mail, called for a 
reduction in the number of representatives in the legislature and in the 
cabinet, abolition of the Lieutenant-Governor's office, and a cut-back in 


ue 


numbers of government officials. 


The Provincial Treasurer, D, H. McMillan, and Attorney-General 
and Provincial Lands Commissioner Clifford Sifton, attempted to account 
for the bonded debt by pointing to municipal bonds, public buildings, 
railway indebtedness and roads aided, plus $400,000 cash on hand, These 
Cabinet ministers always made the point that there had been no opposition 


in the legislature as the estimates were approved, 


17 The Brandon Mail, January 9, 1896. 
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Railway Issues. 


The now perennial cluster of railway issues was rounding out to: 
the questions of freight rates, and the competition that might keep 
them down; the Ryan-Haney pay-off which Municipal Commissioner Hon, 

J. D, Cameron said had been “exploded years ago” and "showed the 
desparate straits” of the opposition “to revamp it at this time”; the 
costs of new lines like the proposed South Eastern Railway which was 
unpopularly blocked by the government; and an issue which was heatedly 
debated in Winnipeg: a tax exemption for the Winnipeg Transfer Railway 
for twenty years as the company was purchased by the NPR. Winnipeg's 
only surviving Conservative candidate, T, W. Taylor, claimed that the 
provincial government had approved the exemption in spite of recommen- 


dations to the contrary from the city council. "As long as there is a 


power above the council to take away its revenue in that way, how could 


the city taxes be reduced?", Taylor asked. The candidates debated the 


status of the corporation and J, D. Cameron tried to defend the government 


position on the Transfer Railway by explaining: "The exemption of the 


Winnipeg Transfer Railway Company from taxation had been petitioned for 
by the Board of Trade on the very reasonable ground that the other rail- 


ways were exempt, and had been granted for these APIS 


Local Issues: Winnipeg, 


The other major local issue in the Winnipeg political arena was 
the criticism of the government's action in refusing Winnipeg's request 
for power to submit a by-law to test the feeling of the people as to 


whether Sunday street cars should be allowed. The refusal was reviewed as 


outright paternalism--the provincial government doing the thinking for 
the city of Winnipeg. P. C, McIntyre, Taylor's opponent in Winnipeg 
North defended his government's action by arguing that Winnipeg was not 
yet big enough to make Sunday trams a necessity. He claimed street 


18 MFP, January 15, 1896. 
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railway employees were against the move because for them it would mean 


seven days work for six days payer? 


The government was under heavy fire in Winnipeg. The closing 
of an immigration office in North Winnipeg was condemned even by 
McIntyre. Taylor and his supporters argued that Winnipeg contributed 
two-fifths of all the taxes raised in the province, with only three of 
forty representatives and with monies going for such matters as the killing 
of wolves, which he described as: “the levying of taxes on the city to 
pay for the killing of wolves, while most citizens needed the money thus 
unjustly taken from them to keep the wolf from the door....” Taylor 
loathed the tactics of government spokesmen in Winnipeg in seldom moving 
beyond discussion of the school question, "And nowas to the question," 
he said rhetorically, "What is the question? My idea would be that the 
question was the city’s interests. But my opponents say not. They 


make the school question the question of the campaign. "-° 


There seems little doubt that the hurried election call nipped 
in the bud the development of genuine opposition throughout the province 
and particularly in Winnipeg. Nine Greenway followers were elected by 
acclamation, including two of the three seats in Winnipeg. It would not 
be too difficult to document: that the majority of candidates were amongst 


the richest and most influential men in the various eommanhttes Fh In 


19 MFP, December 27, 1895. 
20 Ibid., January 6, 1896, 


21 We might consider both the influence of "friends of the 
government" and of the wealthy, It was not the whole~hearted intent of 
this researcher to uncover such information at the time the study was 
being carried out but consider the following; C, Pilling still employed 
as a government agent in the Land Title's Office under Sifton and again 
under a cloud of suspicion (Brandon Mail, November 21, 1895); Joseph Martin, 
whose vituperative comments first forced commitment of the Greenway Govern- 
ment in its national schools position became coungél for a private waterworks 
company and won their rightsfrom the legislature to build so that the city’s 
intent to build its own waterworks was refused (MFP, January 14, 1896); 
$36,000 drawn from the government treasury for five members of the Greenway 
family in four or five years (Brandon Mail, January 9, 1896); R. P. Roblin 
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Winnipeg, on the other hand, several meetings were called in an 

attempt to run Labor-orientated candidates. The time was too short. 
The Trades and Labor Council held a large meeting in late December in 
which they decided against support of any of the existing candidates, 
In what proved to be the only contested seat: Winnipeg North, the 
credentials of both Taylor and McIntyre as the true representative 

of the workingman became a bitterly argued personal issue, An earlier 
Labor meeting had failed to produce their own candidate even though 

it was understood that three quarters of the electors in Winnipeg North 
were workingmen,-“ 


Sectional Issues. 


In the country, on the other hand, the Patrons of Industry and 
several independents were already organized so that the Patrons had a 
platform to set before the electorate in rural ridings which raised most 
of the major issues of the day. "No money for sectarian schools"; “no 
fees and emoluments to members of the legislature," Salaries were consid- 
ered the means of avoiding gouging by professionals demanding exhorbitant 
fees common in the day, The Patrons called for more attention to 
agriculture, economy and morality in all government departments. They 
advocated a prohibition law "as fast as possible." They also wanted 
financial assistance for colonization and railroads, especially to Lake 


21 (cont'd) has a 40,000 bushel elevator in Nesbitt(3randon Mail, 
October 31, 1895); Alfred Doig, MPP for Cypress, hardware merchant and 
amongst the oldest settlers. "He has a trade of over $20,000 a year and 
extending annually" (Brandon Mail, December 5, 1895); the government 
Candidate in Beautiful Plains is called “the richest man in the north- 
west part of the Province” (MFP, Dec. 30, 1895); a Mr. Almack, government- 
supporting candidate in Russell "one of the largest cattle-buyers in the 
Province" (MFP, Jan. 7, 1896), Even the most hurried glance at the 
"Sketches of Members” in Arnott J, Magurn's The Parliamentary Guide and. 
fork of General Reference, (1898-99), pp. 229-233 reveals much more of 

e same, 


22 MFP, December 27, 1895. 
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Dauphin and the the HBR. Finally, they even proposed equal suffrage 
for women, <> The public statements of the Patrons made it clear that 
the concern for checking the activity of the "grain combines" and 
railway monopolies was similar to the concern of city-workingmen who 
lived and worked at the mercy of the major companies and their alleged 
protectors in Gre its 2 One issue debated between Taylor and McIntyre 


was whether in fact the railway workers would even be able to find time 
to cast their ballots. | 


An interesting footnote on the role of the Patrons in this 
campaign was their decision to withdraw their candidate in opposition 
to Premier Greenway in the constituency of Mountain. Apparently the 
Patrons were convinced that opposition to Mr, Greenway could only be 
interpreted one way, that is: opposition to national schools. The power 
of that issue to cloud all other matters was again in evidence, 


Thomas Greenway could not, however, ignore the increasing ability 
of farmers to organize themselves and articulate their own interests. 
In his opening address to his electors in Mountain, following his announce- 
ment of dissolution, he spoke of his government's "prudence" and "economy" 
as it attempted to ameliorate the condition of the farmers by developing 
and diversifying agricultural industry, Later, at Boisevain, he claimed 
it was the policy of his government to “promote the interests of farmers," 
and pointed to the establishment of cheese and cream factories, plus grants 


for local exhibitions, as indicative of his government's concern, 


23 MFP, December 27, 1895. After several withdrawals seven Patrons 
remained as candidates. 

24 Consider the following letter of resolve from the Patrons: 
"That this association views with alarm the action of the grain combine in 
this country: and we call upon all farmers especially the Patrons to rise 
en masse and press upon our governments the urgent necessity of freeing us 
Once and for ever, from these manipulators of our prosperity in this 
Western land. The Dominion Government brought us here and gave us free 
homes; now they allow roads and grain combines to rob us, by law, of the 
products of our industry, obtained from our lands, which makes the gift 
worse than nothing...We also suggest that our local government should fill 
the breach at once and arrange for the placing of our grain upon the world's 
markets independent of middlemen." A letter signed by W, C, Paynter, 
secretary of the Beulah Patrons of Industry. The 3randon Mail, Sept. 19, 1895. 


25 The Brandon Mail, January 2, 1896 and MFP, January 6, 1896. 
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An issue like the wages paid to agricultural laborers was of 
much quieter vintage. It was raised by a letter to The Brandon Mail by 
a William H. MacIntosh who charged that farm laborers were "cheated out 
of their wages.” He claimed that such laborers should be “put on the 
same level as mechanics and builders,” where a "Lien Act" could assure 
them their wages "by making farm laborers’ wages a preferable claim to 
"Chattel morteages’,""” 


Prohibition. 


As the temperance society, the Royal Templars, demanded prohibition 
pledges from all candidates, and the Patrons called their program a 
“prohibition platform," the Greenway Government was forced to defend its 
apparent inactivity in this area. In an interview with the Royal Templars, 
Premier Greenway was cited as showing how monies spent on enforcement of 
penalties for infractions of existing liquor laws had increased from $35 in 
1888 to $1,381.90 in 1893. The reduction in severity of penalties per se 
Was brought about because they were considered too steep and would have 
meant absolute ruin for many.<? In his address to his own electors he 
explained fully his position on prohibition. 


e.ewe have pursued a consistent course throughout. Our position 

has always been that we were prepared to enact and enforce prohibitory 
legislation if the legislature possessed the constitutional power to 
do so. The question of the power of the legislature has been referred 
to the courts and the case referred is now standing for judgement, In 
so far as we shall be held to possess prohibitory powers we shall, if 
returned to power, proceed to exercise the same without delay. 


The Electoral System. 


Finally, the Greenway Government was widely criticized for its 


26 The Brandon Mail, January 9, 1896. 
27 MFP, January 8, 1896. 
28 The Brandon Mail, January 2, 1896. 
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conduct of the technicalities in the electoral process, Areas of several 
constituencies, for example, Woodlands and Carillon, were still unaware of 


the pending election, if reports be true, until after the new year.-” 


The perennial problem of stacked voters’ lists, or names omitted, 
Was most serious again in this election and the use of partisan 
registration clerks was still at issue. While pronase TW 
Taylor complained of 1200 names left from the voters’ list in Winnipeg 
North, and since Ottawa was about to defer its own Franchise Act in favor 
of provincial ones, even government supporters spoke out. The Brandon 
Mail carried the following account of the activities of a government 
agent, one Mr. McNaught. 


When such a paper as the Hamiota Hustler, edited and owned by a life 
long Liberal, Mr. Middleton, gets off the following comment on the 
Local Government's manipulation of the voters" lists in that con- 
stituency, there must be something radically rotten in that constituency. 
The editorial went on to describe how forty-three names had been 
excluded from the voters" lists and then quoted the Hamiota paper. 


We have been informed that Mr. McNaught visited this part of the 
division, [Saskatchewan constituency] and left instructions for a 

full and complete list of names to be sent in and also to mark with 

an X all names who were not likely to vote favorahhe, the registration 
clerk would then know what names to leave off.... 

The Free Press commenting on both federal and provincial franchise 
acts explained: "There can be no dispute that party friends are made the 
registration clerks, who are appointed to compile the lists, and that alone 
is a fatal objection to the law." Charges of "cooked" lists in favor of the 
ruling party, said the paper, “are known to be justified in too many 
5a . 


instances," 


On January 15th, 1896 in the constituency of Saskatchewan a Mr. 
David McNaught, former Councillor and Mayor of Rapid City was re-elected 


as a member of Greenway's government, along with thirty-one other Liberal 


29 MFP, January 3 and 4, 1896, It is interesting to note that 
Carillon constituency was won by the French-speaking Conservative stalwart 
Roger Marion and Woodlands by the leader of the opposition, R. P. Roblin, 


30 The Brandon Mail, December 5, 1895. 
31 MFP, January 14, 1896. 
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supporters. Opposition remained at five Conservatives, two Patrons 
and two independents. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1896. 


% 
Pea R T Y SEATS POPULAR POPULAR aut 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Liberals 31 11,902 46.5 tie 
Conservatives 5 «9,954 38.9 12.5 
Patrons of Industry 2 2, 323 9.1 5.0 
Independents 2 1.434 5.6 5.0 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1896. 


Major. 
1. The Manitoba Schools Question. (Cluster). 
(a) Dissolution over question. 


(b) Threat of remedial legislation - provincial autonomy. 
(Federal, Concern). 
(c) Use of issue as a dodge. 


(d) Prior or secret agreements. (Speculative). 
(e) Economic arguments - pro and con, (Specific, Instrumental). 
(f) Educational arguments - pro and con. 
(g) Role of the Catholic Hierarchy. (Sectional, Underlying), 
2. Government Expenses and Bonded Debt. (Right). 
(a) Greenway nepotism, (Personality). 
3. Railway policies. (Perennial, Cluster). 
(a)Freight rates and competition. (Sectional) 
(b) Costs of new lines. 
(c) Tax Exemption for Winnipeg Transfer Railway. (Local). 
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Local or Sectional. 


Sunday street car by-law. 

Closing of immigration office - north Winnipeg. (Local). 

Winnipeg's share of provincial taxes. (Local). 

Attention to agriculture. (Sectional, sometimes Left). 
(a) Plight of agricultural laborers. (Unprompted). 

Colonization and Hudson's Bay Railroad. (Perennial). 


Railway workers - time to vote. (Local and Sectional), 


Minor, Perennial, 


Prohibition legislation, 

Electoral systen. 
(a) Delayed election announcements, (Local), 
(b) Bogus voters' lists. 


(c) Partisan registration clerks, 
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HUGH JOHN MACDONALD 
AND THE 
REEMERGENCE OF THE ISSUES 


NOVEMBER 16 TO DECEMBER 7, 1899 


Pea RT Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberals Thomas Greenway Oo 
Conservatives Hugh John Macdonald 39 
Independents --2--e 4 


40 Single Member constituencies 


The compromise that was achieved on the Manitoba School Question 
between the new Laurier Liberal Government and the Greenway Government of 
Similar partisan position meant that for the first time in almost twelve 
years the submerged issues could surface, Ina deft political move R. P. 
Roblin temporarily stepped aside to allow the extremely popular Hugh John 
Macdonald to lead an invigorated Conservative Party, now able to draw the  ~ 
attention of the electorate to something other than Manitoba schools, and 
mke it stick. 


Some historians, like Chester Martin and James A. Jackson, have seen 
the inability of the Greenway Government to provide the desired changes in 
regard to such matters as prohibition, extended boundaries, use of crown 
lands and increase in federal subsidies as the decisive issues in 1899, 

Our own reading of the press of the day indicates that the failures of the 
Tailway policy.and, relatedly, the cost of elevator services; the seeming 
extravagance of the government and its deficit; the immigration policy 
Tesulting in an influx of Eastern Europeans; and the hand of the Hon, Clif- 
ford Sifton in all of these matters, now as the Minister of the Interior in 
Prime-Minister Laurier's cabinets; were the m jor matters of controversy in 


NS PONS 


1 See Martin, "Political History,” pp. 130-132; and James A. 
Jackson, The Centennial History of Manitoba (Toronto: McClelland and Ste- 
wart Ltd., 1970), p. 163. See note on Laurier compromise supra p, 742, 
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November-December, 1899. 


In al] likelihood the absence of Mr. Sifton left the Greenway Govern- 
ment bereft of its mijor leadership ability locally, while at the same time 
the move made possible his nationally-hailed leadership, the local manifes- 
tations of which leant themselves to the areas of greatest controversy in 
the 1899 campaign. 


Ma jor Issues: (1) Governnent Expenditures. 


Williaa Flowers Sirett, Independent MPP for Beautiful Plains, called 
the financial administration of the provincial government, "a marvellous de- 
monstration of economic nanagenent."~ But there were others who had very 
good reasons for thinking otherwise. 


The leader of the opposition Hugh John Macdonald reminded the elec- 
torate that members of the Greenway Government had been accused of tampering 
with the public accounts since the day they took office, Candidate Dr. W. 
J, Neilson in Winnipeg North made reference to the Ryan-Haney deal and the 
Chicago World's Fair expenditures as part of this history which he claimed 
how made up an $800,000 government deficit. 


To the many charges that government expenditures greatly exceeded 
Yevenues and that accounts were not open to public ptirview in an itemized 
Minher, the weekly version of the Sun printed comparative figures indicating 
that expenditures had greatly decreased from 1887 to 1889, the last days of 
Norquay and the first of the new government, Conservative opponents replied 
with the contention that the reductions in expenditure alluded to were in- 
accurate, because they constituted a comparison of the boom days of the late 
Norquay Government to the tight money days, as the economy now rose from a 
Serious recession. 


The Provincial Treasurer, the Hon. D. H. McMillan, answered the 


ONE Sr e RANERRIATIO ' 
2 The Western Sun (Brandon), November 23, 1899, 


3 MFP, November 29, 1899. 
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charges of extravagance and deficits by citing figures to indicate the 
vastly increased acreage in use, the increasing yield of grain, and the 
"large number of flourishing towns and pleasant villages which have sprung 
into existence.” He claimed the province was “in the midst of prosperity 
and plenty” and attributed it all to a government which had the interests 

of farmers at heart, a government whose “energetic railway policy” account- 
ed in large degree for the “present prosperity of the province,“ 


In his opening address to his devoted electors in Mountain con- 
stituency Premier Greenway, too, had taken credit for the apparent pros- 
perity of the time, claiming the government's finances had been handled 
with “care and honesty.” “I deprecate as unpatriotic and utterly unjus- 
tifiable," he said, “the efforts that have been made for partisan motives 
to excite alarm concerning the financial condition of the province, The 
fact is that the province has ample resources to justify its expenditures 
and its credit never stood higher in the money markets of the world than 
at the present tine"? 


Meanwhile, opposition candidates and newspapers continued to cite 
per capita expenditures which made Manitoba appear as the highest spending 
Province in the Dominion, save perhaps for British Columbia. 


Hugh John Macdonald continued his attack regarding the tampering 
with, and concealment of , funds, He spoke out publicly against the Pre=- 
vincial Treasurer and made specific his charges in reply to government 
Claims of spending reductions. "But was their saving what they claimed?”. 
he asked, and then answered by saying: 


No, Colonel McMillan said that while the Norquay government spent in 
administrative expenditures $268,199 for the last year of their re- 
gine, the Greenway government did the same work for $176,000, This... 
was not the case, The administrative expenses..,amounted to $316,000, 
the difference being charged to the public service account, when it 
really belonged to the civil government account. The government clain- 
ed that they had reduced the expenses by abolishing the deputiesof de- 
partments, They had not done this, but simply changed the name of the 
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MFP, November 25, 1899, 
5 The Western Sun, November 29, 1899. 
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official, now ca} ling the office that of chief clerk instead of 
deputy minister, 


Ma jor Issues: (2) Railway Costs and Services. 


The chazges of extravagance and skull-~duggery in the public accounts 
were most often related to, perhaps, the most important issues for most 
Menitobans; the railway and agricultural policies of the Greenway Govern- 
ment. 


The mjor complaints laid against the Greenway Government were re=- 
lated to the high costs and poor service of existing vail lines, Certain 
&reas like Birtle, Manitoba were not yet properly serviced by a mil line 
and this fact thus became the local issue in Lansdowne constituency where 
T. C, Norris defended government policies, claiming that the milwy would 
connect his constituency with Birtle within two years. 


The amount of railway bonuses was severly criticized, particularly 
as in the case of the Northern Pacific Railway no real competition to the 
CPR had resulted, nor had freight mtes been reduced. Some government 
Spokesmen insisted that no more guarantees would be offered te the NPR; and 
Others claimed that in fact the NPR extensions had benefited the province, 
certainly by bringing in lumber in competition to a former Rat Portage 
lumber combine © 


In regard to one particular extension of the NPR, west of Portage la 
Prairie and further to Waskada, a disagreement between the contractor Mellen 
and Premier Greenway over guaranteed bonding seemingly moved Mellen to 
build without government subsidy and, hence, without conditions like low 
freight rates, Mr. Greenway's falling out with Mellen and the explanation 
the latter offered of his dealings with the provincial government in a wide- 
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6 MFP, November 29, 1899. 
7 The Western Sun, December 1, 1899. 
8 Ibid., November 23, 1899, 
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ly published letter were mtters of great attention in the campaign, But 
Premier Greenway himself had overseen a reduction from 24¢ to l4¥g per hun- 
dredweight and the building of the Ontario and Rainy River line to Port 
Arthur was designed, he claimed, to assure a future cut to 10¢ per hundred- 
weight,” 


The alleged excessive bonding on this Rainy River line had also to 
be defended by the Provincial Treasurer, Donald Mann and William McKenzie 
were being granted a thirty-year tax exemption and $2,000,000 in property 
rights by Premier Greenway, the same Thomas Greenway who had fought Mann when 
the latter was in the employ of John Norquay as a sub-contractor for the 
CPR, So it was that the railway issues had never really subsided, Whether 

"viable competition had been established over the years or whether generous 

Government support had simply encouraged several powerful “capitalist” en- 
terprises to set their own mites and standards of service -- these were the 
major, province-wide, once perhaps speculative, now very evident, issues of 
1899, 


So it was, too, that one articulate farmer in the campaign, a Mr. 
Percival, claimed that the Ontario and Rainy River had been given $48,000 
per mile for construction when, he claimed, it could have been constructed 
for $11,000 per mile.” 


While Premier Greenway promised either lower freight mtes via exist- 
ing lines or a new line to ensure them, Hugh John Macdonald doubted that any 
new line could assure the 10¢ per hundredweight mte., The Conservative pa- 
per, Brandon Independence, argued that small reductions in freight rates de- 
Celved the people about their original high costs. The newspaper argued that 
Subsidized costs of milroads were an indirect taxation on the citizens of 


the province, while control and reduction of rates were “all inaginary and 
delusive ,~!! 


9 MFP, November 23, 1899 and Western Sun, November 23, 1899, 
10 MFP, November 20, 1899. 
- 11 Byandon Independence, November 2, 1899. 
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Greenway supporters replied to Conservative attacks by pointing to 
the prior connections of Hugh John Macdonald to the CPR as its solicitor and 
opposition spokesman James Fisher who was said to have served in the “same” 
capacity "for another milway.” The Western Sun said of Macdonald that “he 
has been a CPR solicitor so long, that he is not likely to advise anything 
or do anything contrary to the interests of the company that has paid hiz 
$5,000 a year for a long tine "2 For the second time in recent memory 
Hugh John had resigned his solicitorship with the CPR. He had once before 
resigned to join the Tupper Government in Ottawa and returned when that 
government was defeated. 


Provincial Treasurer Colonel McMillan attacked Mr. Macdonald ata 
Winnipeg meeting and spoke of the new opposition leader as a lawyer: 
«. whose whole training and practice has been to protect these rmilway 
corporations, I would like to warn the people of this city how you 
trust any man who has been allied with milway corporations, (Loud 
cheers). Mr. Macdonald feels this himself; and he said some time ago, 
when “the writs are issued I will resign.” I believe he has resigned. 
Well, Mr. Macdonald is an old hand at resigning, (laughter and cheers). 
Provincial Treasurer McMillan continued his good-humored but point- 
ed attack by asking: "Is there any gentleman present here tonight, who if 
he had an action to bring against the CPR, would employ Mr. Macdonald? I 
am sure not. And yet are we to do differently with the provincial busi- 
13 
hess..." 


The government seemed prone to employ these personal attacks or 
issues in regard to the related controversy: the control of grain elevators, 
R, P. Roblin, had, since 1892, become an increasingly important figure in 
the elevator business. He was charged during the campaign with paying less 
per bushel of wheat than other buyers at similar locations. Hence, most of 
the popular attacks on the government complaining of poor gmin storage 
facilities, high handling charges, and rates prejudiced in favor of “line 
Companies” which put farmer-owned loading platforms and elevators out of 
business were countered with attacks on the inconsistency of the opposition 


SES 
12 The Western Sun, November 23, 1899. 


13 MFP, November 25, 1899, 
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position, The issue is perhaps an example of a controversy in which both 
sides are correct in their charges, The CPR and NPR mtes were certainly 
designed to speed up the use of boxcars and, hence, opposed to slower means 
of loading grain by farmers. The mtes my in fact have been deliberately 
biased against the nearly sixty farmer-owned elevators in the hopes of 
putting them out of competition with’ the milway-elevator combines. 7 On 
the other hand, R. P Roblin seemed tight-lipped on the elevator monopoly 
question as The Western Sun pointed to an absence of any plank advocating 
an end to monopoly in the Conservative platform. Those Conservatives who 
did speak out, like fT, E. Greenwood of North Brandon, seemed unsupported 
by the man "bent on fastening the monopoly in a more acute form upon the 
farmors of the west," 1.¢., R. P. Roblin,t> 


This continued frustyation with apparent combines and monopolistic 
activity led members of both parties to begin to argue for government con- 
trol of xail lines and elevators, A. J. Andrews, mayor of Winnipeg in 
1898-99 and Conservative candidate in Winnipeg Center, was the most forth- 
right of any who talked public ownership. At a Conservative meeting early 
in the campaign the Free Press carried the following account, 

The reason he [Andrews] advocated the public ownership of milways 
was that the nature of their undertaking mkes them monopolistic, 
History shows that milways will not compete, The more parallel 
roads there are in a country the greater tax will be put on the peo- 
ple of that country...Any institution which tend¢d to become a mono- 
poly should be owned and operated by the people. 

Colonel McMillan, as Andrews’ opponent, was prompted thereby to 
take a stand on government ownership, He argued that it would be best to 
await possible reductions from the major lines, His proposal for a govern- 
hent-built line also sounded more protective of existing lines: 


If,..it is found that the existing corporations do not reduce the mtes 


“ostinato neem EAE 


14 Margaret McWilliams claims as much in her Manitoba Milestones 
(Toronto: J. M, Dent & Sons Ltd., 1928), p. 182, See alsa Jackson, Centen- 
nial History, p. 166-67, 


15 The Western Sun, December 1, 1899. 
16 MFP, November 20, 1899, 
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to the extent which the volume of trmde gives the people of Manitoba 
the right to expect, then he would be in favor of the government 
building and operating a line of milway to one of the lake ports 
yather than to give a large sun AS public money to some other 
eorporation to secure such a road, 

There was a close interconnection between the clusters of railway, 
agricultuzyal and general policy issues. The debt accumulated on mil lines 
like the Manitoba and North Western meant that one-fifth of the provincial 
income had to go to pay off interest on these loans for milroad building, 
or so charged Mr. Macdonaia.2° The Winnipeg Telegram spoke of the “reckless 
bonusing” of the Greenway Government which, the paper argued, discouraged 
immediate building in favor of waiting for government bonuses. The Conser- 
vative platform, this Conservative paper reminded its readers, had called 
for milways built without bonuses or built by “ourselves.” “Either reduce 
taxation by the profits of operation, or operate them at a cost and let the 
people get the benefit of cheaper rates," read this particular plank in the 
Conservative platform.!? And while farmers loaded their own grain on box- 
cars, often in protest, candidates continued to bemoan the situation. Ina 
Teference to contined high tariffs on farm implements, farmer and Independent 
Candidate S, Percival said of the government that “instead of increasing the 
price of commodities which the farmer had to sell, they had increased the 


price of commodities uhich they had to buy.”“° The government ws also 


chliereize 
Sceved for having exiggerated the estimtes of Manitoba crops, hence, aid- 
ing depression of the world market prices. Premier Greenway was being urged 


to publish the provincial crop bulletin with haste to rectify the situation,-- 


17 MFP, November 20, 1899. 


18 Brandon Independence, November 23, 1899. 


1899 19 The Winnipeg Telegram as cited in Brandon Independence, November 16, 


20. MFP, November 20, 1899. 


21 (Carried originally in the Liberal Nespawa Press and as cited in 
the Brandon Independence, November 9, 1899. 
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Remnants of the School Question. 


The major school question in 1899, a question which once again re- 
lated to general policy, was the Canadian Senate’s decision not to grant 
interest to the Manitoba Government on the $14 million worth of school lands 


held in trust for the province. The Greenway Government was able to axjue 


that it had tried to obtain additional monies for educational purposes and 
would try again, Government members also pointed to trebled increases in 


grants given to schools in the province and inferred that Hugh John Mecdon-~ 


ald had opposed any grants from interest on the $14 million, Government 
spokesmen like Attormmey~General Cameron attacked Mr. Macdonald on his record 


which apparently involved this opposition to the Senate's granting interest 


| to Manitoba. Hugh John Macdonald was charged with appealing to mcial and 


religious bigotry: attacking Roman Catholics in largely Protestant consti- 
tuencies and vice versa ,-* It is possible such charges arose out of Mr. 
Macdonald's stands on Eastern European immigration, to be examined shortly. 
N, Clarke Wallace, former federal Conservative Finance Minister and past 
Grand Master of the Orangemen, campaigned in the province, and he too was 
seen as fomenting religious hostility against the Liberals, Stuart Mulvey, 
another former Grand Master, was equally the center of debate as he attacked 
Roman Catholics and remedial legislation. Liberal candidates still attempt- 
ed to arouse fears that the Conservatives, if elected, would mke a "“shan- 
bles" of the previous school legislation, The question, it appeared, had 
been settled four years earlier and little heat or light was generated on 
the mtter, There were undoubtedly attempts to “whip up" Catholic or Orange 
votes, Both Stuart Mulvey in Morris constituency and N. Clarke Wallace in 
Avondale constituency south west of Brandon were cited as examples of such 
attempts to appeal directly to the Orangemen, Such sources as Le Manitoba 
&nd candidates like Colin Campbell were accused of appealing directly to the 
Catholic vote as they countercharged Stuart Mulvey and what they in turn 
called "Protestant bigotry."=? But the matter was no longer decisive, no 
(SAARC eS REE ESR? 
22 MFP, Nov. 27, 1899. 
23 MFP, Dec. 4, 1899 and The Western Sun, Nov. 28 and Dec, 8, 1899. 
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longer substantive. Even its instrumental value: demanding attention over 
other issues; had been cut away by resolution to the apparent satisfaction 
of most Manitobans, 


Inmigration Policy. 


The new controversies over race and religion were now, almost in- 
evitably, to be associated with the flood of new immigrants, The influx of 
Prostestant Ontarioans and Americans ended equal French and Catholic in- 
‘fluence, The growing number of Eastern Europeans, also under Clifford 
Sifton’s care as Minsiter, caused an outcry during this campaign that such 
immigrants were “pauper alien support” for the government which would con- 
trol their votes in direct proportion to the immigrant’s sense of indebted- 
hess. 2h Hugh John Macdonald, on the other hand, was called upon to answer 
the charge that he had claimed that all voters should be able to read the 
Manitoba Act in English. 


There is no question historically but that Minister of the Interior 
Mr, Sifton was encouraging emigration from Eastern Europe in an unprecedent- 
ed fashion, The Liberals were under attack for not having placed government 
agents in the East European countries to inspect the calibre of emigrant,”> 
The bitterness which displayed itself through anti-East European spokesmen 


like the Brandon Independence and Winnipeg Telegram was only slightly temper- 
ed by the leader of the opposition, if the latter paper was correct in its 
report, 


At Portage la Prairie, Mr. Hugh John Macdonald took occasion to make 
another vigorous protest against Doukabour and Galgcian immigmtion and 
to reiterate in the most emphatic manner that he is firmly determined 
to protect the frmnchise from degradation and abuse by being given to 
such ignorant aliens. These declamtions evoked a storm of applause, 
more emphatic and prolonged than that which had greeted any of his pre- 
ceding remarks, It is significant that this experience is not peculiar 
to Portage Ila Prairie. 


RE AC REET 


24 Independence Supplement (Brandon), Nov. 30, 1899. 


25 From the Winnipeg Telegram as cited in Brandon Independence, 
| Nov, 2, 1899. ; 
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There can be no doubt to anyone who has taken the trouble to 
gauge popular feeling in this province that there is the greatest 
possible resentment against the miserable classes of foreign immigrants 
which Mr. Sifton, for his own purposes, is dumping down on our prairies 
4n such wholesale numbers; and this resentment is quite independent of 
party lines, The true Liberals are as strongly opposed to the flooding 
of the country with hordes of ignorant slaves as are the Conservatives, 
This resentment is based to some extent on economic grounds; but is also 
largely caused by apprehension as to the social effect of these importa- 
tions, The danger of placing the balance of power in this province in the 
hands of ignorant serfs utterly unfitted for the responsibilities of self- 
government, unaquainted with British institutions, knowing nothing of and 
caring nothing for, the merits of our political disputes, and peculiarly 
susceptible to undue and corrupt Ea ED is keenly realized by think- 
ing men of both political parties.“ 


More Liberal papers like the Portage Liberal were able to call charges 
like the above “nonsensical assertions” and to point out that Galacians had 
been first brought into the country by the Conservatives; that both Galacians 
and Doukhobors were making good settlers; and that there was nothing to the 
argument that they SEE ose (ren of work since workingmen*’ had been in short 
2 


supply the previous year, 


However, such Liberal arguments were not always convincing, At the 
very moment that racial and religious strife had seemingly been resolved its 


New version had come to the fore. 


Prohibition Legislation. 


Another m jor plank in the Conservative platform called for the speedy 
implementation of prohibition laws, Hugh John Macdonald claimed he was de- 
termined to go "as far as the law allows” on prohibition legislation, but 
thought that the city of Winnipeg could be exempted from certain such laws. 
He was, therefore, attacked as inconsistent on such proposals by the Free 


Press °° 


26 Brandon Independence, Nov. 23, 1899, The Doukabours were a Rus- 
sian religious sect, Galicians were Slavonic peasant farmers from the pro- 
vinces of Galicia and Bukowina, which lie beyond the Carpathian mountains 
and at this time formed the northeast corner of the Austrian Empire, 


27 The Portage Liberal as cited in Brandon Independence, Nov. 23, 13899. 
28 MFP, November 27, 1899. 
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In his major address to his constituents Premier Greenway mde re- 
ference to the jurisdictional decision on prohibition recently made by the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, 

As that judgement was considered ambiguous in some respects we procdded 
to procure the opinion of eminent counsel thereon, When the question 
came up for consideration during the last session of the legislature I 
stated it was the intention of the Government at the next session to 
introduce legislation prohibiting the sale of liquor to the extent of 
the powers of the province in shat regard, and such statement still 
stands as our declared policy. 

There seems little doubt that the previous provincial plebiscite and 
@ more recent Dominion vote in which Manitoba again was recorded in favor of 
prohibitory legislation, meant an electorate impatient with its government 
on this issue, 


Sifton was still attacked on liquor questions, this time in the Bran- 
don Independence for allegedly allowing Albert Edward Philip to grant a per- 
mit illegally to take liquor into the Yukon, The charge wis seemingly mde 
by Sir Charles Tupper at a large Brandon willy. This very personal issue 
involving the moml integrity of Sifton and Tupper, the latter the federal 
Conservative leader who, it seems, was instrumental in influencing Hugh John 
Macdonald to serve as provincial leader, was argued throughout the campaign 
and serves as an indication of attitudes towards liquor questions quite dif~- 
ferent from the present day. Clifford Sifton called Sir Charles Tupper an 
old man and a liar, challenging the Conservative press to print Mr. Tupper's 
Brandon speech in full. The Sun reports as follows: 

Mr, Sifton,..commented on the strange spectacle of the leader of a great 
party coming all the way from the east to deliver a speech against him 
in his own town, and then the oxgan of his own party was so ashamed of 


the speech, so conscious that the leader was wrong, so afraid to repeat 
what he said in such a way as to be responsible, that no report of that 


speech was to found in any other solvent newspaper (applause and cheers). 


SER OTE 


29 The Western Sun, November 23, 1899. 
30 Ibid., December 8, 1899. 
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Personal and Local Issues, 


The presence of Messrs. Tupper, Wallace, George Foster (former 
federal Conservative Finance Minister) and others, led to charges of in- 
terference against this “brigade of strangers,” Conservatives answered by 
claiming the Liberal ministers like Clifford Sifton had been taking an ac- 
tive part in the provincial campaign before then. 


Hugh John Macdonald was particularly under attack for having come, 
said the Free Press editorially, “completely in the hands of Sir Charles 
Tupper politically..." 

eee tO see what Mr. Macdonald would support if he was made premier we 
have to look at the sentiments not of Mr. Macdonald personally, but of 
Sir Charles Tupper, and his policy. Those sentiments and that policy 
would commit us to railway aggrandisement, the promotion of the inter= 
ests of corporations, the re-enactment of a high protective tariff, the 
re-introduction of the Remedial Bi} and other reactionary features of 
the policy of Sir Charles Tupper. 

Clifford Sifton in turn was criticized for having offered Hugh John 
Macdonald a military commission to serve in the Boer War, allegedly to mke 
it embarrassing should Mr. Macdonald refuse. Such personal issues were in- 
portant in this election of old and new persomalities of some import. 


Hugh John Macdonald’s relative youth was seen as an advantage and 
Premier Greenway’s health and age had becom a problem, if not a decisive 
issue, Mr. Macdonald noted that Thomas Greenwy had only been in his office 
for six weeks in the last session, charging that the Premier hoed potatoes 
While his people needed him. He had been in power so long that he had be- 
Come master and not servant to the people, said the provincial Tory leader, >“ 


In Winnipeg former myor A. J. Andrews was certainly themost inter- 
esting and controversial candidate, He could be attacked by Libemls for 
hot seeming to support Hugh John Macdonald and his policies openly, But 
Andrews knew Winnipeg wells he was running against the Provincial Treasurers 
he forced D, H, McMillan to talk about public ownership of xail lines; and 


AA ORES RE ES eSRERNSEDAEANEENGRACAENINCRENSD 
31 MFP, Nov. 27 1899. 
32 Ibid., Nov. 29, 1899. 
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he fostered public debate about the initiative, referendum and proportional 
representation for the first time in provincial campaign history, While 
Andrews received support from groups like the local Fabian society, he was 
called unpatriotic by the Free Press which condemned his “dangerous innova- 
tion” advocated “in the heart of an election campign."-- 


In an editorial entitled “Mr. Andrews a Revolutionist” the paper 


' warneds 


The electors of Central Winnipeg my well be afraid of voting for a 
candidate who advocates the overturning of our system of government 
who will at one stroke topple over the constitution under which we 
live, and forfeit all the advantages in government for which patriots 
in the Mother Country have fought and suffered and handed down to us 
as perhaps the most priceless heirloom that man ever bequeathed to 
posterity. 2+ 
And while the perennial charges against stuffed ballot boxes filled 
the air, particularly in places like Dauphin, and candidates called for bet- 
ter drainage and workmen's compensation acts; this wide-open and vibrant 
campaign concluded with a resounding win for the son of Canada's first Prime- 


Minister. 


Six of the nine constituencies in Clifford Sifton's federal electoral 
district voted against the Liberals although eleven of the twenty-two seats 
won by the Conservatives were won by less than sixty votes, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS -- 1899. 


PARTY SEATS WON POPULAR VOTE % POPULAR VOTE % SEATS WON 
Conservatives 22 23,135 49.2 55.0 
Libezals 17 23,282 49.5 42.5 
Independents 1 601 Led 2.5 


33 MFP, December 7, 1899. 
34 MFP, December 1, p. 4. 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES -- 1899. 


Ma jor, Province-wide, 
1, Government Extyavagance and Deficits, (Charges of Corruption), 


2, Railway policies -- high costs and poor service. (Bluster), 
a) Cost and control of elevator services, (Left), 
b) Freight mtes, (Federal). Te 
ec) Portage Extension, 
d) Bonding of Rainy River line. 
e) Railway bonuses, 


3. Agriculture Policy. (Cluster), 
a) Elevator service. (See milway policy) 
b) High tariffs on farm implements, 
c) Wheat prices, 


4, ‘Immigzation Policy, (partly Federal), 
° Partisan interference, (Fedeyzal), 


b) Role of Clifford Sifton. (Personality), 

c) H. J. Macdonald's protests. (Personality), 
5. Sehools, 

a) Interest on school lands. (Federal), 

b) Grants, 

ec 


Fomenting religious hostility. (Sectional). 


Minor. 
Prohibition Legislation, 
(a) Sifton versus Tupper charges of illegal permits, (Personality). 
Interference in Election by Outside Politicians. 
Stuffed Ballot Boxes, (Local), 
Better Drainage. (Local, Perennial), 
Workmen's compensation, 


Personality. 

Hugh John Macdonald. 
a) Solicitor for CPR. 
b) Charges of racial bigotry. (Sectional). 
c) "Tool” of Sir Charles Tupper. 


Clifford Sifton, 
5 Role in immigration policy. (Fedezal). 


b) Liquor permit charges, 
c) Offer of commission to H. J. Macdonald, 


Thomas Greenway's age. 


A, J, Andrews -- "revolutionist", (Left). 
: Ideas of public control, (New), 
b) Initiative, referendum, proportional representation. (New). 


Stuart Mulvey -- "religious bigotry." (Sectional). 
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MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS. 


The following figures give the particulars of the vote in the Manitoba Provincial Elections, held 
Deceniber 7, 1599, as per the official declarations made by the returning officers in the different 


constituencies :-— 

. ‘CONSTITUENCIES. GOVERNMENT. 
Avondale ........ Senobor De DUCKIC: cetmiswsleccacie 
Beautiful P:ains ........jR.C Ennis...... ..... 
BUETTNG Frese sirloin sie sie vials CPO MAICK lei. aeccecieas 
Brandon City............ CAMS Sores cchiee ce 
Rarilion’..s.cc0cs.c0 Saose |e TENOMIC) 2. wee a geaioe > 
Cypress ...cce. ge CES. crt ottaatmuald 
Dauphin ..... AT A BURFOWS ococcsc © 


s(GecAs. MONI We 
AR. Hamiltou 
S Jonassow.i..... 


Enterson ... 


Gimi. fine 
Kildonan & St.Andrews' D. F. Retd...... 0... 
RN AGHOV cnysleicisscicien eet Be MeVOUMe Sta. cane 
MEGRESIUET ico so ccceecc.o <i J. MeKenzie........ ee 
WANED OWNE 20/0005 05-5 00> AVs CSENODIIS. Ty istea' siete as 
BO VELANUAYC Csicces cvs W. Lagemodiere ..... 
WADRBAGQUNG 6) <Iiiaisia'sin'‘\[eaicjet tals FAS ECVE LN rm; craiuraya ee 
RLATIL ON 15. sie\sisieo cnc ae Pee Brow coaeces 
Minnedosa ........-..... RE VIMverst een rece 
BLOMMENI,, ....ccscreccecs (02, NS. Mein 72. 
MAOEUIG crn ccissiccce) aI Se NMINCY loos cin seteeetns 
Mountain .......6.-..005 Ps Se ON WY, serra 
BNSDTSONUM core loiticiels os aie PUGS BATEON A et cose 


ConstiTuENcIEs. GOVERNMENT. 


North Brandon .........JA.C. Fraser........... 
Pottape la Prairie ......./R. Watson ......4...-. 
Rhineland ...,.......... Via Winkcle® socces ners 5 = 
ROCK WGOE 065 ceendsee ct. Ji fechas AGF OI 
Rosenfeldt..............(|H. Winkler ........... 
Russell ........... seman cel Wate TeLal, salsa. carci 
Bt. Boniface ............/8. A. D. Bettrand..... 
-+-{J. H. McConnell...... 


Springfield.............. 
Turtle Mountain........ 
SVAN Ritts ieisstalnisty dite. ce 
Weatbourne.......:..... 
Winnipeg Centre. ..../D 

Wionipeg North..¢.....J/P.C. McIntyre........ 
Winnipeg South......../J. D. Cameroa.......,. 
Woodlan F 


T.L..Morioncces. Bek 
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MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS—Continued. 


603 
1364 
1018 
1223 

407 


Total vote polled 47,014. 


. _Owlng to en error, the polling in Giuili did not take place uutil December 14, nor in Dauphin 


W. Hespeler........ 


OpProstrion, Votes 
TV. BH. Greenwood.....| 445 
WW /Garinnidi rice ccc 640 
W. J. Potter o....60. +e 152 
Ne Rileyirsrn... Aeistisealim SSO 
Ht. A. Mullins ........ 466 
J.B. Rauzoin.... co.. . 368 
W. Fergusoti ....... a 549 
A. &. Thompson...... 412 
W. Henderson .. 455 
Ie. Hutchings...... 373 
ie Jolinson...... siekolersia 753 
JRSSMINDSOMI. cetiene ote 593 
DAVE SO Gr secaicees aes 465 
A. J. Andrews.... .. 1249 
Dr. W. J. Neilson....| 1247 
HL. Macdonald...... 1283 
R. BP. Roblin..... sais MeeeSOS 


Total votes registered 63,849. 


INDEPENDENT. 


IY, Weod$soiccccesa0 


Votes Opposition. Votes 

SUZ aa [oA os ci careipetolere state 589 

Roo |J. A. Davidson........ 710 

60x [WM . NHoward!....... 424 

S60 2 W.. MeEIINneS a sac. 569 

ea Bite A Tar Rec) SO Cah aoe dg 24 

ER Ak Se CRIES aw: aierelvialeva ote 67! |McLennan 
SADE LAS IU Ee Sa Ae os 779 

GZS NICMINGERT seule etele are 537 

a3 iD. H. MeFadden... 429 

423 |B. 1). Baldwitson ..... 331 

Rite IG In 0 CE soebadecae 830 

(ree AGN PARVAROI KS hoa rGAcio 788 

Aye | CVC, oc. «| 383 

672 JA. Fenwick 640 

RTP ek we thers Adie nha se ere 257 

Foo YS. Enrphirey) voice ccs 71 

SiO Wis WOPMERS? « .s/es:- Gost S77 

6yf (DUI. Jacksow 5... 490 

s2y lf WW. Ruddetl.... ....) 853 | 

640 IC. If. Catuphbell....... 828 A 
S50 ska Goradoionntadeast 14200 |S PETCIVAl ics. «ccc 

75 K, VESTED BE Oa OEE te 750 - 


INDEPENDENT. 


Votes 


56 


89 


Votes 


258 


until December 15. Mr, Hespeler, after the election, declared himself against the Government: 
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JUNE 25 TO JULY 20, 1903. 


PoA RT Y. LEADER CANDIDATES 
Conservatives R. P. Roblin oO 
Liberals Thomas Greenway 39 
Labour --<#-- 

Independents “<== 


4O single member constituencies, 


Premier Rodmond Palen Roblin and the Major Issues, 


Hugh John Macdonald had attempted to serve the province honestly. 
He held expensive railway deals at bay; passed, as promised, a far-reaching 
prohibition act; and was then maneuvered out of the party to be defeated 
in a federal election in Brandon and replaced by R, P. Roblin as Premier 
and Conservative leader. Within the first few years of the new century, 
Manitobans had watched as Doukabours marched through their province; they 
Observed the formation of successful protest movements which would be 
effective in the 1903 campaign: the Political Reform Union advocating 
boundary expansion and the use of the initiative and right of ratifying and 
vetoing legislation on the part of the electorate, Also in early 1903, 
the Manitoba Grain Growers' Association was formed in Brandon and immediately 
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spoke out against elevator combines, controls on the selling of grains, 
and the absence of facilities like box-cars for the efficient shipping of 
grain. 


R. P. Roblin as Premier failed to implement Mr. Macdonald's 
temperance act, deciding instead to stall by asking the citizens of the 
province via a referendum if they desired such implementation, In disgust 
over such inconsistency, proponents of prohibition called for their 
supporters to show their displeasure by boycotting the referendum, The 
result was the defeat of the referendum and complete frustration with R, P. 
Roblin on this question by the prohibitionists, 


_W. L. Morton believes that Premier Roblin‘s strength in the 
campaigns of 1903, 1907, and 1910 w@§ his ability to capitalize on his 
attempts at boundary expansion and in 1903, at least, his projected 
agriculture sollege.* As it turned out, eleven constituencies were promised 
the college in the 1903 campaign.” In the face of such “heroic™ political 
activity the Liberal platform seemed long on criticism and short on 
alternatives during this period. 


Rodmond Palen Roblin, therfore, was a key figure in the kinds of 
issues over this entire period, and, as we will see, increasingly so. His 
personal involvement in two key issues in 1903, prohibition and grain 
handling, might be worth our initial attention, And Thomas Greenway rec- 
@ived no less attention on the prohibition issue, One of the most talked 
about pieces of writing during the campaign was a letter to the Free Press 
from W. Redford Mulock, the prohibition leader who had led the boycott of 
the recent referendum, Mulock's letter attacked Greenway for not having 
heeded the request of W. W. Buchanan, leading Methodist prohibitionist, to 
initiate prohibition legislation and make the referendum a question of 
endorsation of that legislation. Instead, Mulock claimed, Greenway attacked 
Buchanan as a partisan Conservative, The Free Press picked up the same 
charge and spoke of Buchanan's "uncompromising hostility to the Liberals” 


ech enema rene crus RSE 


1 Manitoba: A History, p. 286. 
2 As charged by Thomas Greenway. MFP, July 1, 1903. 
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as it traced his opposition to Liberals in Ontario even when they seemingly 
supported prohibition legislation. 


Buchanan, as editor of the prohibition tabloid Liberator, had 
charged that liquor interests had influenced the Greenway platform and 
Liberal council. There was no denying the presence of such influential 
persons as party organizers, although the Free Press did attempt to deny 
that any significant role had been played by them in actually making or 
speaking to resolutions on the question, 


The heat of this issue is well illustrated in Mulock's letter when 
he describes Buchanan's support of prohibitionists regardless of party. 


Party men do not appreciate that kind of thing and I can at least 
believe Mr, Greenway when he says: “The course of such a man is in- 
explicable to me, Ido not understand it." Mr, Greenway cannot under- 
stand a man standing steadfast to principle when the temptations to 
emolument and public office beckon him aside, No man knows better 

than Mr. Greenway that if office or material reward would have turned 
Mr. Buchanan from his purpose as a reformer, he would be a star today 
in the Liberal galaxy. He preferred to spread Liberal doctrine and to 
promote the interests of the people while less worthy and less able 

men have taken the plums, But the time of the temperance performer has 
come, and if Mr, Greenway was a shrewd leader he would do his party the 
good service of greeting rather than repelling those who are fired with 
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the moral enthusiasm of a great reform, and ready to sacrifice themselves 


for a noble cause, 


However, Thomas Greenway could reply that his government had done 
more than the Roblin Government to limit the liquor traffic. The number 
of liquor licenses granted in Greenway's twelve years of office had fallen 
from 218 to 162.° Under Premier Roblin such. licenses were increasing, The 
Conservative platform, which had promised legislation "in the direction 
of prohibition as the powers of the province will allow," had been avoided 
by the additional referendum in a move which the Liberal platform called a 
matter of "inconsistency, bad faith and political duplicity." Government 


3 MFP, lay 18, 1903, Pp. 3-4, 
MFP, May 18, 1903, p. 3. 
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defenders claimed that Premier Roblin himself was consistently and 

openly opposed to prohibition, and that it was Mr. Greenway who was 
deceptive, Provincial Secretary D. H. McFadden defended the Conservative 
position by reminding voters that Mr. Greenway had done nothing in the 
face of the two previous referenda, and that Hugh John Macdonald's pre- 
pared legislation was subjected to endorsation only because of a strong 
opposition outcry. The defeat in the referendum was considered the end 
of the matter for Premier Roblin, McFadden clained,° 


Still, the issue raged and most temperance supporters began to 
take the line urged by delegates to a large Methodist Conference in Winnipeg, 
to vote for prohibition candidates since party. men were not to be trusted,” 


é 


6 e e 6 


Certainly the height of criticism directed against any one candidate 
must have been that which confronted R, P. Roblin in regard to his role 
as elevator owner and grain handler. The Free Press noted that Mr. Roblin 
had denied the existence of an elevator combine, both in the provincial 
legislature and before a House of Commons committee when he argued against 
federal involvement. His more recent comments in reaction to the elevator 


Combine were summed up by opposition leader Greenway as follows: 


I understand that at Rosebank he (Mr, Roblin} undertook to divide 
himself politically, He said at that place that no elevator combine 
should rob him and that he had shipped nineteen cars of wheat from a 
loading platform, the establishment of which he had done his utmost 
to prevent, Now, after loading platforms have been made legal, and 
Mr. Roblin sees the advantages of them, we have the diverting spectacle 
of Premier Roblin asserting that the elevator combine should not rob 
Farmer Roblin, Yet this Premier Roblin was the largest stock-holder 
in the Dominion Zlevator Company and went to Ottawa to prevent by all 
possible means the passing of the law authorizing the shipment from 
the loading platform. (Laughter and Cheers),8 


6 At a speech in Emerson, April 11, 1903 as cited in J. Castell 
Hopkins, ed., The Canadian Annual Review of Public Affairs 1903 (Toronto: 
The Annual Review Publishing Company Ltd., 1904), p. 187. (Hereafter cited 
as CAR with appropriate date.) 


7 MPP, June 11, 1903: 
BaMre, July 1, 1903, p. 10. 
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The Manitoba Free Press noted that Manitoba farmers tended to 
take their grievances to Ottawa since more assistance could be expected 
there than from the Manitoba Government, Under the latter's grain act. 
farmers were to have no more than one car in turn as they loaded wheat, 
yet Mr. Roblin was seen to have several on his siding at one time. Some 
farmers were refused cars while Mr. Roblin filled his nineteen. Car lots 
of grain got a larger margin of profit, greatly increasing the demand for 
cars. It was only under such tremendous pressure that elevator owners 


were forced to raise the price of open market grain, 


Nor was Premier Roblin's railway policy devoid of criticism on 
this subject since Canadian Northern buyers paid no more for grain than 
the CPR, even though they had projected lower costs. Non-CPR routes 
seemed to have much fewer cars available and were much more subject to 


2 


grain blockades by protesting and unhappy farmers, 


Premier Roblin, speaking in Portage La Prairie, claimed he “had 
always tried on every opportunity to give farmers the right to load direct 
on cars," The newspaper report of his address noted that “he defied any 
living man to deny Lntswue 


The Whitehead Drainage Contract, 

‘The Whitehead contract for drainage in the 3o0yne marsh was the 
other major campaign issue which circled about particular personalities, 
Premier Roblin and Hon. Robert Rogers, his Minister of Public Works, had 
Called for a commission of inquiry into the administering of the drainage 
district, In the case of the Whitehead contract Mr, Roblin charged that 
the public contractor Charles Whitehead had received $45,000 from the 
Greenway Government without turning so much as a shovelful of earth, Mr. 
Roblin later added that just before the Greenway Government resigned after 


losing the 1899 election an attempt was made to pay Whitehead another $11,000, 


9 MFP, July 3, 1903, p. 4. from the Dufferin Leader. 
10 MFP, July 11, 1903, p. 8. 
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Hon. R. Watson, then Minister of Public Works, had allegedly written 
the bank guaranteeing that $30,000 would be paid Whitehead, 


As the campaign proceeded a series of counter-charges began, 
since, as Mr. Greenway observed: 
By his contract Mr. Whitehead was entitled to certain advances on 
accounts of material, He sold out his contract to Mr. Macdonell 
who in turn turned it over to the present contractor, Mr. Manning. 


Both of these latter got and are setting from Mr. Roblin’s Government 
precisely similar advances to those received by Mr. Whitehead 


Via a front-page story "Contractor Held Up By Ministers," the 
Free Press charged that George H. Macdonell, successor to the Whitehead 
contract, had been “held up” by the Conservative Public Works Minister at 
‘the time, D, H. McFadden, who allegedly demanded $5,000 before estimates 
would be paid. 


The implication was that the present Public Works Minister, Mr. 
Rogers, had also carried on the fine tradition in order to feed party funds. 
A long series of irate denials appeared in the €onservative Winnipeg Telegram 
resulting finally in charges laid against the editor of the Free Press, 
J. W. Dafoe, and his arrest shortly thereafter, The libel case carried 
on during the length of the campaign, 


Railway Issues. 


Railways once again placed center-~stage amongst the most hotly 
contested matters in 1903. Margaret McWilliams in her history of Manitoba 
during these years noted that the construction of major rail lines opened 
up ever more land to ever more settlers. "The Canadian Pacific," she wrote, 
"slow to hear the calls of settlers for railways when there was no competi- 
tion, entered now into a feverish activity in the construction of branch 
lines," The Canadian Northern also rushed to get its share of the contracts 
which now were aided by government subsidies and guaranteed railway bonds 
in place of the land grants of earlier pees Such was the climate, then, 


11 car (1903), p. 191. 
12 Manitoba Milestones. pp. 177-78. 


SB 


fs wae 
“ 7 | - 
; : 
ee a 
: : 
ste 
; 
: 


Chon 2. Pe Va haere, ae heel, 
bare tiv ns ae 
neat wee LA Se THESES he 


Rie Yoel. Bo ame baevias aa cial Ba Paw 
j Laoebaat! .446 So! + coped pots ; i ia aoe | 
in Lay oh (doe pos sae hai ‘pede 


q ie oii fe LOUA Vu rete ees a S. 


SEGRE, et + peed 


US i he a 1 BME poesia 
: seta whey wk) Ce coke De (hftennbawt 6 “mepesgstt 
PU i ee out eteaiam gett Ni ise. OF 
sitet tine bln! Ga ome | reinacsih nei Palin 


te i pedir Lh aca ww v. aie 


Ry Me DP Re aany" tian Bs 
eRe “key ne a fstrwe! a) edie ai setads 
sere bot Sie acted seintsounad wae att pice FAN 
saree eae i? bali iil oats 
San hal as A tepee edt 
| Pa aT ay a ) 
Leh rh 1, 4) a 7 

oh - ‘ ae 

78 : oP : ny, 
7 « Poo ee ios i 


* ve a y, 
vay Nien AA, tape. res ewantiay peony nae bi. 
ie 
a ALY Eta ‘sok aiy tA wot ouragasien ad tats. b = ; 
agin fata a over a Hint Sesto wer eine tiee een xeve. obi acl 


Hbtycd ie onrad cada eveet tes tot eSeihtre: 3 alto ait 


LU 


sae Ne iby sahil sine ‘sk wok ELEM reer! i 


do As va bantineh art 1d) Veer bon: ciafrwe a oareh: wort} bata 
splbiei ae: Ws vagy wet Weg od netinctr pate, ced aoi seat ies a 


SENNA ADL: cohen oe 


A 


, seule Ai akke ott can 4908 4 reat ‘gohan ‘te ater cat _ bed 7 


} f i ih 


oy ieee ty Mane gure “ane 


for the cluster of issues centering on railway matters in 1903 and later 
campaigns up to 1914, 


The serious charges against the Roblin Covernment were legion, 
Opponents claimed that the Conservatives had misapplied trust funds fron 
both the proceeds of the Manitoba and North-Western Railway lands and school 
land moneys. The Conservative Government was charged with having failed 
to obtain 256,000 acres which were due to it in compensation for Mr. 
Greensay’s prior failings in regard to the Winnipeg to Hudson's Bay Rail- 
way. Opponents also claimed that something in the area of $20,000,000 
constituted a contingent liability “assumed through the Canadian Northern 
and Northern Pacific arrangements," resulting in no compensation to the 
government but producing instead, poorer service and diminished competition, 
And finally, Mr. Roblin was accused of renegging on a contract between Hugh 
John Macdonald and a Mr. J. P, Macdonald of a New York syndicate for a 
Winnipeg to Duluth line, a fourth alternative east of Winnipeg, Mr. Roblin 
had seemingly denied knowledge of the latter contract and later reversed 
his position by citing improved contracts as his reason for breaking the 
Macdonald deal, as the campaign progressed, !- 


More specifically, Thomas Greenway charged that the proceeds of 
542,000 acres of land at $2.25 an acre were being used for current expendi- 
tures, rather than “for meeting the debentures and accrued interest which 
‘Still constituted a government Liability, Roblin responded to this 
charge by Claiming that the government had not only received revenue from 
‘the Manitoba and North-Western lands but "$110, ane had also been expended 
upon them over and above the receipts,” ne 

The two parties laid similar charges against one another over the 
Payment of a lapsed subsidy of close to $150,000 to the CPR without legis- 


lative authority, the Conservatives charging that such a payment had been 


13 CAR (1903), pp. 185£f; MFP, May 27, 1903, p. 8, and July 3, 
1903, p. i, featuring photographs of letters ye Mr, Roblin did know 
jabout the J, P, Macdonald contract, 


14 CAR (1903), p. 189, 
15 CAR (1903), p. 186, 
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made in 1892 by the Greenway Government, and Greenway supporters charging 
that such payments on the “secret pledge" were only now being made by Mr, 
Roblin, The Neepawa Register, staunch Roblin supporter, denied editorially 
that the Premier was paying anvthing on the matter but, rather, was making 
expenditures on branch lines to Macgregor, Forrest, Waskada and Snowflake, 
which were all additions to the lines of construction in the “secret 
pledge." This same pro-government weekly featured further comments on 
the question as banner statements on its masthead compared the railway 
policies of Messrs. Roblin and Greenway. 
The Roblin government gave nothing to the Canadian Northern Railway 
and obtained a control of rates that put thousands of dollars into the 
pockets of the farmers in this vicinity last fall, and will put more 
/ this fall, The Greenway government gave the Northern Pacific a huge 
bonus and got nothing in return, They made a present of $150,000 to 
the CPR and got nothing for it. They introduced no real competition 
in railway service, 

Both parties argued as to whose railway policy had encouraged 
competition and reduced freight rates, The previous tax-exemptions under 
the Greenway Government were compared to Premier Roblin's new policy of 
taxing major corporations like railways and banks, Mr, Roblin also made 
well-spaced announcements regarding freight-rate reductions, On June 6th 
in Neepawa he spoke of a “hoped-for reduction” of two cents per hundred-~ 
weight on the Canadian Northern lines which would be added to a previous 
two cent reduction. He then appealed to the voters to support their 
Conservative candidate, the Provincial Treasurer, 

What does our total reduction of four cents per hundred pounds 

mean to you farmers on your wheat, It means that on every 5,000 
bushels it is putting $120 in your pockets; and I ask you Liberal 
farmers who enjoy the benefits of that money, who may have $100 to 
$500 added to the value of your product, how can you as honest men, 
true to yourselves and to your best interests, have the will to vote 


against John A. Pavidson who was instrumental in securing to you 
these benefits ?+ 


16 Neepawa Register (neepawa, Manitoba), June 3, 1903. See also 
CAR (1903), pp. 179, 187-8; and MFP, May 26, 1903, p. 10. 


17 Neepawa Register, June 17, 1903. 
18 GAR (1903), p. 188; and Neepawa Register, June 10, 1903, p. 2. 
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When the promised reductions did not take place by the announced 
date the opposition press played up the matter with front-page stories,” 
Greenway attempted to remind voters that final control of freisht rates 
on the Canadian Northern lay in the hands of Dominion authofrities, not 
provincial. 


A further repercussion of rail policy, as previously noted, affected 
the availability of cars for the shipment of grain, That shortage was 
continental, Premier Roblin took pains to point out, but the presence of 
Cars on the CPR lines and their relative absence on Canadian Northern 
routes allowed the opposition ammunition for criticizing the zovernment’s 
total rail policy, The full advantage of government support for the 
Canadian Norther and reduced freight rates was passing farmers by. 


Government Expenditures, 


The ever-expanding constellation of issues related to railway 
matters enveloped the questions of over-all government expenditures as well. 
The Liberal Party platform had as its first plank a condemnatory statement 
charging that "in contempt of its pledges" the Roblin covernment had added 
$200,000 annually to current expenditures. Messrs. Roblin and Davidson 
pointed to a cash surplus of $317,000 as they explained increased expendi- 
tures, The Neepawa Register reported Provincial Treasurer Davidson to 

| answer charges of extravagance as follows: 

He wished to deny this most emphatically. Since the Roblin government 
had been in power, the population of the province had increased fully 
one-third, and was it to be expected that in a progressive, thriving 


country, the expenses of administration and public institutions would 
be allowed for a monent to remain at a standstill? 


.- Davidson spoke of a million dollars worth of deficits created by 
the Greenway Government, $248,000 of which the "Roblin government had to 


19 See MFP, July 8, 1903, pv. 1. 
20 Neepawa Register, June 19, 1903, 
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meet with an empty treasury” as they came into office, He boasted that 
revenues and expenditures had now been equalized in three short years, 


Hugh John Macdonald was more specific about the $248,000 deficit. 


The Greenway government had placed the province under mortgage and 

had refused to allow a commission to investigate the finances of the 
province until when he (Mr. Macdonald) came into power it was necessary 
to appoint a Royal Commission whose report showed the true state of 
affairs. There was an overdraft of $76,000 at the Imperial Bank, 
$15,000 of trust money had been misappropriated and there were unpaid 
bills of $150,000, a total deficit of $248,000. By careful financing 
and taxing of the wealthy CAS at Hon. Mr. Davidson had changed 
this deficit into a surplus.2 


Premier Roblin denied Thomas Greenway's original charge of extra- 
vagance by pointing out that his government had in fact spent more money 
than Mr. Greenway"s but, "had not spent $200,000 more as had been stated, 


but $24,000 more per year, and had spend only 13 per cent of their revenue 
for running the machine while the Greenway Government spent 22 per cent # “4 
Mr, Greenway's response to the claim for a $317,000 surplus is 


worth citing in full, 


By the sale of public lands alone the present Government during its 
first three years in office obtained $368,927 in excess of the receipts 
of my Government from the same source during the preceeding three 
years, These moneys, thus obtained by realizing upon the Province's 
capital, account for the $317,000 which the Provincial Treasurer claims 
to have on hand and for $40,000 more. The surplus therefore is not 

an excess of the ordinary receipts over the ordinary expenditures, 
obtained by business methods and economical management, but simply 
represents the money equivalent of lang alienated from the public 
domain. It is not a surplus at all. 


The means of making an appearance of a surplus involved, from the 
Liberal point of view, the misapplication of the Manitoba and North-Western 


Railway lands trust funds and similar funds for chool ands. Hence, the 
major education issue centered about the fact that the Conservative Govern- 


21 Neepawa Register, June 10, 1903. 
22 Ibid, 


23 CAR(1903), p. 190. 
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ment had “forced” the Dominion Government to pay the interest due the 
province on the school lands held in trust by the Dominion. Premier 
Roblin used such monies to obtain free school books for all grades up 

to the fourth grade and had set aside another $60,000 for the building of 
the Agriculture College. Monies so set aside for normal schools and the 
Agriculture College were done without “authority and right,” the Liberals 
claimed, 


Education Issues. 


In late June a deputation resulting from a major meeting of 
Winnipeg Catholics visited the Premier, They cited a long series of uwn- 
heeded grievances and a longstanding refusal of the Winnipeg School Board 
to listen to their requests, The “Catholics of the City of Winnipeg” 
resolved to take their complaints to Ottawa if the Roblin Government refused 
to take action to redress their grievances, The Catholics claimed they had 
no rights by law, for, under the Laurier-Greenway amendments, 1363 of the 
1488 schools were home to Catholic minorities bereft of rights or privileges 
of any kind. The group was particularly concerned about the burden of 
double Paxat ion The Free Press claimed that Premier Roblin, making 
reference to the “final settlement” between Wilfrdd Laurier and Clifford 
Sifton, had said that it “leaves the Province no option in the matter, I 
an therefore unable to hold out any inducement or to make you any promise. 


25 


Former Liberal minister and Greenway candidate in Winnipeg South, 
J. D, Cameron, attacked R, P, Roblin as having been one who precipitated 
the original school crisis, one who had oppposed the settlement of 1867, 
and one who was deceiving the Catholics of Winnipeg, since his government 
could constitutionally restore Catholic schools if it so ehessece 


Throughout the campaign the Roblin Government prided itself on 


24 MFP, June 22, 1903; and June 29, 1903. 
25 MFP, June 29, 1903. 
26 CAR (1903), p. 191, and MFP, July 14, 1903, v. 4. 
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having increased grants for education purposes, and on having supplied 
"good well-bound school books,” and not the “poorly bound and mis-printed 
school texts of the school book combines in Toronto," The government 
offered school texts at a cost to the province of “less than one-half the 
old price, and supplied free of cost to the pupil. "~" 


Minor and Local Issues. 


The perennial question of corrupt electoral practices once again 
arose in 1903, While Liberals called for new voters’ lists prepared by 
municipal clerks, charges of "plugging the voters' lists" rang throughout 
the province, One country judge was tried and found guilty of improper 
practices during the campaign. The Free Press in a lead story cited the 
following statement addressed to registration clerks from Conservative 
Party organizer W. H. Hastings. 


- You should always bear in mind that your position is just as important 
as that of an inside scrutineer on the day of election, and you should 
always be on the alert to take advantage of any kind and all conditions 
that may arise which will result in a gain for the party. 


The statement continued by asking the clerks to record voting 
‘intentions and grievances, The letter to local agents signed by Hastings 
spoke of the party plan to encourage early voting registration. 


My Dear Sir,--Whenever an application has to be made to put one of 
our friends upon the list upon the ground that such person is absent 
from the Electoral district, be sure and make arrangements that such 
applications will be made the first day of the sittings of the Regis- 
tration Clerk. 


Post our friends upon this at once because after the first day every 
person applying to put the name of an absentee on the list will be 
closely examined as to how he can swear that such absentee is a British 
subject...Qur agents in the different districts will be instructed to 
take this precaution after the first day whenever a party applies to put 
the name of a Grit absentee on the list and for that reason all our 
applications should be made the first day. 8 


a RS 


27 Neepawa Register, June 24, 1903. The Neepawa Register, July 15, 
1903, and MFP, June 29, 1903 cite comparative expenses on education by Messrs. 
Greenway and Roblin, which are approximately $429,000 for three years under 
Mr. Greenway and $502,000 under Premier Roblin for the same period of time. 


28 MFP, May 22, 1903, p. 1. 
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A related issue concerned the habit of insisting that registrants 
read the Electoral Act in English, a requirement which allegedly excluded 
as one report suggests, 16,000 Polanders, and Galacians.~? In Stuartburn, 
heartland of Galacian immigration, the following account is clearly 
illustrative of the province-wide issue and its partisan indignation. 


The registration clerk Mr. Batton had been told by Mr. McFadden 
(Provincial Secretary) that the law was intended to prevent any 
Galacians from going on the list of electors and governed himself 
accordingly. The first man to apply to go on was Mr. Orland Post, a 
naturalized American, who had been twenty-four years in Canada. "Where 
are your papers?” asked the clerk, “In Ottawa, with my homestead papers" 
was the reply. "All right, you may go on the list,” said Mr. Batton, 
The next to go on was a Galacian, "Where are your naturalization 
papers,” he asked, "At Ottawa.” was the reply. "Well, you've got to 

/ preduce them right here before you can go on the list,” said Mr, 
Batton. An affadavit that the applicant was naturalized was not 
accepted. But not to be beaten, the Liberals wired to Ottawa, and 
before the close of the registration period astonished their opponents 
by producing 250 naturalized certificates, The clerk then changed 
his tactics and insisted on the applicant. passing the educational 
test before he would look at his papers.” 


There was widespread complaint, as well, about the distances which 
had to be travelled to reach registration stations. T, M, Daly Brandon 
Conservative M.P. turned the voting lists criticisms back on the Liberals 
under whom dead men and absentees were common on the lists, The Free Press 
cites Daly's words at a Selkirk meeting, 

eooWhen they have the right to vote men do not mind walking four 

or five miles to put their names on the list, (jeering and a voice: 
I walked 60 miles) Mr. Daly--"Good for you; you are a man after my 
own heart. Anyone who will walk 60 miles in order to get his name 


on the lists must be a good citizen and I hope that when election day 
cones you will poll your vote,” 
31 


ee. Against the Roblin Government” came back strong and clear. 


Changes in the Manitoba election act, therefore, were subject to 
Widespread criticism. Some opponents had expected a reduction in the total 
Number of seats. Instead, redistribution resulted in the same number, forty, 
and left itself open to charges of gerrymandering. Winnipeg with one-fifth 


29 MFP, June 29, 1903, Pe Ve 
30 MFP, July 1, 1903, p. 10. 
31 MFP, June 29, 1903, p. 7. 
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of the population had but one-thirteenth of the seats. It was also 
charged that Premier Roblin had wiped out the constituencies of Lorne 
and Woodlands to set up Dufferin so that he couldn't lose.>~ 


Mr. Roblin claimed that the gerrymandering charge could not hold 
up since three of the four seats wiped out were held by Conservatives. 
He also noted that the constituencies had attempted to preserve municipal 
boundaries, 


One of the first spokesmen for equal suffrage for women took part 
in the campaign, T. W. Glover spoke on the matter having recently seen 
the practice at first hand in New Zealand, Labor meetings which now put 
forward their own candidates featured both men and women positing equal 
suffrage, 


The labor movement was still young and centered in north Winnipeg, 
It complained of a lack of representation for workingmen and while it was 
admitted that class legislation was not desirable “men were forced to adopt 
it to protect crenesiven 


In other matters of a minor and/or local nature the government was 
criticized for calling such a hasty election, announced on June 30th by 
Premier Roblin for July 20th. The campaign concluded during exhibition 
week in Winnipeg and Thomas Greenway complained bitterly: 


I would like to know how exhibitors are to get their stock to the 
exhibits. If they go to the fair they must disenfranchise themselves} 

if they stay at home to vote they will greatly injure the fair...Again, 

I ask why all this hurry? Isn't it because of the fear that light will 
be thrown on dark places...In the interest of the farmers of this 
province I protest against this lack of cous itera tage for the convenience 
of the electors and the welfare of the exhibition, /? 


32 MFP, May 26, 1903, pe 13 and July 6, 1903, p. 10. 
33 Neepawa Register, March 11, 1903. 


34 Brief mention of the Labor campaign is made as per above in 
MFP, July 9, 14, and 17, 1903. 


35 MFP, July 2, 1903, p. 1. 
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J. T. Gordon, Conservative candidate in Winnipeg South, responded 
to this particular charge by saying that it was better to have the 
election early in the fair week than later and that had it been later it 
would have hurt small-town fairs much mores?” 


In its July llth issue the Free Press covered its entire front 
page with alleged electoral bribes, constituency by constituency, Referring 
to "Roblin's Mammoth Unparalleled Lottery" the newspaper mockingly spoke 
of “ten grand prizes": the agricultural college promised to some ten or 
eleven constituencies, "Second prizes” consisted of branch lines for all 
doubtful seats. Judicial buildings, land titles offices and normal schools 
rounded out the “prizes" many to be paid "with money filched from the 
public schools." 


The Conservatives attacked the Liberals for employing Dominion 
civil servants in their campaign, Thomas Greenway disowned any support 
so given and joined critics of the government in condemning Premier Roblin's 
seeming dismissal of provincial civil servants for alleged Liberal partisan- 
ship, Premier Roblin was criticized by Mr. Greenway for supporting Borden's 
tariff policy of “extreme protection" and abolition of the preferential 
tariff, blamed for failing to obtain crown lands from the Federal Govern- 
ment, and blamed as well by the Free Press for wrecking a multi-million 
dollar development agreement between the city of Winnipeg and the cpr.?” 
But in spite of all such issues Mr, Roblin returned with a striking victory, 
himself gaining the strongest majority of any candidate as his party won 
31 of the 40 seats with all ministers returned. 


eae eeseeemneemeasacivenasear=ueee 


36 MFP, July 4, 1903, p. 4. 
37 CAR (1903), p. 190; and MFP, July 13, 1903, p. 1. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS ~ 1903. 


PARTY SEATS POPULAR ao ae 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Conservatives . 31 26,929 50.6 77.5 
Liberals 9 23,740 4.6 2265 
Labour -- 1,013 1.9 -- 
Independents -- 1,550 2.9 ~ 


Winnipeg Labo. vote = 11,2 per cent, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1903. 


Major, Province-wide, 


1. Government Extravagance - - Greenway and Roblin Governments, 
(a) Whitehead Drainage Contract. (Separate). 


2. Railway Issues, (Cluster). 
(a) Misapplied trust funds, 
(b) Compensation nonies, 
(c) Roblin reneges on Duluth-Winnipeg line. (Personal). 
(4) Corporation taxes and competition. 
(e) Freight rates. 
(f£) Availability of box-cars, (Sectional, Local). 


3. Prohibition Legislation. (General, Public). 
(a) Greenway's failure to implement, (Personality). 
(b) Roblin’s reluctance re: Macdonald Act. (Personality). 


4, Grain Handling. 
(a) Elevator combine. 
(b) Box-car shortage. (See Railway Issues). (Local). 
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Minor and Local, 


Education. 
(a) Rights of Catholics. (Sectional). 
(b) Taxation for schools. 


Electoral System. 
(a) “Plugged” voters’ lists. (Perennial). 
(>) Partisan registration clerks, (Perennial). 
(c) Distances to registration stations. (Local). 
(4) Redistribution and gerrymandering. 
(e) Women suffrage. (New). 
(f) Electoral bribes. 
(g) Role of civil servants. 
(1) Right to vote, 
(44) Interference in electoral process, 


Tariff Policy, (Underlying). 
Election Call Conflicts with Exhibition, (Local, Temporary). 
Use of Crown Lands. 


Winnipeg-CPR Development Agreement, (Local). 
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PROVINCE OF MANITOBA, 


MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS. 


‘Held July 20, 1903. 


The following returns are official, except in the cases 
of Birtle and Swan River, and in these two cases the 


figures given are accurate:— 


ARTHUR. 


AllaneH.. Thompsons COM. grec «ek <1 ols otelsreis @'-18 
John Williams, MLAs, gg %s.05 Ge se aceite Ae w'ralt 


Con. maj. 48. 
ASSINIBOIA. 


Joseph H. Prefontaine, Lib. ................ 
Charles: Gi ‘Caron, Conve Mi. - sige toe. os 


Lib. maj., 17. 


James PAT PUES CON. wcll cllelser ole sietararer 
Cornelius: We Miller; “Labs siccesacsc wince sees 


Con. maj., 206. 


BEAUTIFUL PLAINS. 


John A; "Davidson; Con: gen... 2... 3.8 tees oc : 
dames -R: UMeBae, Lib: ates sono tee osieae 


Con. maj., 128. 
BIRTLE. 


~ Charles J,, Mickle, ib: cise. oa. 04+ dacie dele 
JON Hay LECH. (COT ei. ete steeia cs sisie octeoebie 


Lib. maj., 291. 
BRANDON CITY. 


Stanley W. McInnes, Con. ....... puamionse se 
‘Alex: @S Frasers) Libses sis s1- arctic Se sc cin cites 


Con. maj., 42. 
CARILLON. 


Albert) sPrefontaines Con. so. .se..scccliscsca 
Arthur Hébert, Lib. .....gate neve sce oe oas tee 


Con. maj., 91. 
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PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE. 
WINNIPEG, NORTH. 


Sampson) Walker} Con:qys. 02: trees eee oe 2 le 1,106 
Osawa Cockburnss Libs coca teen cnet eto cioes 1,057 
Robert Phos: pind.) 5o foto castes «aceite 591 


Con. plurality, 49. 
WINNIPEG, SOUTH. 


J ekg Gordon, Cone nae cake eee Sate aicielsretereye 1,807 
J. DFCameron,M Libs e se. Se oe ite as 1,633 
Con. plurality, 174. 


DATES OF GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
Since Confederation. 
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FEBRUARY 16 TO MARCH 7, 1907 


eae R TY LEADER CANDIDATES 
Conservatives R. P, Roblin 4h 
Liberals Edward Brown ho 
Labour (Kempton McKim) 1 


44 single member constituencies 


Boundary Extension: The Key Tssue, 


‘The Canadian Annual Review for 1907 claims that the winter 
of 1906-07 was the bitterist ever on the prairies. For Manitoba that 
bitterness included not only the railway-crippling storms of December 
and January but, the fruitless meetings of November 1906 with Prime- 
Minister Laurier over boundary extensions. The creation of the provinces 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan made northward expansion of Manitoba the 
exasperatingly central issue of the 1907 Manitoba election. Robert 
Rogers, Premier Roblin's Minister of Public Works, summarized the 
Manitoba Government's “conspiracy” contention and its history on the 
eve of the election announcement, 


Two years ago, when the Provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta were 
being formed, the Government of which I have the honour to be a 
member sent a delegation to Ottawa to press upon the Federal 
Government the claims of Manitoba for an addition to her area, We 
were told by Sir Wilfrad Laurier that it was definitely decided that 
we could not extend westward. We then claimed the northerly portion 
lying between the extreme north-westerly corner of Manitoba and the 
60th parallel and extending eastward to the Hudson's Bay and the 
westerly boundary of Ontario. Sir Wilfred told us that a large 
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portion was to be included in Saskatchewan, but as a result of 

our protest we found, four days later, when he brought down the 
Autonomy Bills that he had left this portion over for future 
disposal and we were subsequently invited to zo to Ottawa and press 
our claims for it, and what do you suppose we found--that Sir 
Wilfrad had invited Ontario and Saskatchewan to meet with us and 
compel us to enter into a contest with them for what was rightfully 
ours, the Premier of Ontario admitting that he was present only 
because of Sir Wilfrad's invitation and Premier Scott of Sask- 
atchewan declaring that the sole basis of his visit was because of 
a secret pledge given by Sir Wilfrfd, in the room in which our 
conference was going on, that when the time came to dispose of the 
territory it would be given to Saskatchewan, That is where Sir 
Wilfr&d Laurier was on Nov. 12th, 1906, and to this day we have 

not a single note of encouragement, BOY a ray of hope, from the 
Government at Ottawa, 


Only three weeks earlier the entire Manitoba House (save for 
Liberal reservations regarding “hostile” language) had unanimously 
supported a resolution protesting the detachment of Keewatin from 
Manitoba jurisdiction, and the creation of provincial rivalry for areas 
previously understood to be under Manitoban supervision, The 
"unjustifiable delay" from November to the end of February, during which 
time no legislation had been subnitted to Parliament regarding boundary 
extension, prompted Premier Roblin to ask electors to “no longer 
tolerate violation of constitutional Liberty." The centrality of the 
issue was eloquently put forward by Roblin in his election manifesto 
of February 16th; 


The question is one above party considerations and ambitions and 
calls for immediate and patriotic action. The request for enlarge- 
ment has been incessant for many years; has been admitted to be a 
reasonable one, and yet it is unheeded, and obstacles are placed 
in the way of its consummation by the Ottawa authorities, and 
devices and trickery are employed to that end. Other provinces 
are invited to lay claims to the territory to which Manitoba is 
entitled, The Province of Saskatchewan has even been promised all 
the Keewatin territory north of the Nelson River. Ontario claims 
the inclusion of a large tract of territory on the other side, and 
the intention appears to be to toss to Manitoba the remaining 
fragmants, if any, and to shut it out from a port of Hudson's Bay. 


1 Speech of February 15, 1907 at Manitou as cited in CAR, 
(1907), pp. 573-74. 


2 MFP, June 3, 1910, p. 4% An editorial summarizing the 
1907 campaign « iieiwe the delay as “the issue." 
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The Ottawa authorities have violated all fundamental rules and 
principles regarding the application of Manitoba for enlargement 
and I impeach them before the bar of public opinion. I charge 
them with designedly depriving Manitoba of that to which it is 
entitled, with barring the way ¢g its further growth and develop- 
ment, with despotism and deceit, 
Premier Roblin, not unlike his predecessors, viewed a prov- 
incial victory for a government opposed to Federal positions as a 
means of conveying the will of the province to Ottawa. On February 
28th he spoke of rolling up "such a majority as would send dismay 
and consternation into the hearts of the Government at ota 
On the same day, came a categorical denial on the part of the Federal 
Government that any deals with any parties inside or outside Manitoba 
had been made, Since Manitoba Conservatives charged that Edward Brown 
(former Portage Mavor and new Liberal leader) was involved in an 
arrangement whereby boundary extensions of a limited nature might be 
made to suit local Liberal purposes, any such agreements were also 


denied categorically by Federal spokesmen. 


In his manifesto to the electors, Edward Brown had argued that 
the boundary extension was a Dominion matter and was being used by the 
government to cloud the “real issues." He expressed confidence that the 
matter would be dealt with in the then-present session of Parliament, 
affirmed his support for a just arrangement for Manitoba, and then 
noted that the matter: 


¢ee has never been a political issue in this Province, the Liberals 
being the first to protest against the iniquitous arrangements of 
1881 which confined us within our present narrow limits, and they 
have always loyally supported even the present Government on this 
question, although they have protested against the injury done to 
Manitoba's claims by the undiplomatic and improper methods used in 
attempting to make party capital out of it. 


Brown then referred to the manner in which the question was 


being used by the government in the campaign: “No attempt to divert your 
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attention from the Government's record by hysterical appeals on this 
subject, or by deliberately untrue and misleading statements as to 

the Liberal demands for extension of boundaries should be allowed to 
divert your attention from the real issue of this campaign." On a 
later occasion he opined that"Dominion issues were so much a part of 
the Government platform that the people should set them free to devote 
their whole time to those engrossing subjects.” 


In correspondance between Sir Wilfred Laurier and prominent 
Liberals at the time of the campaign it appears that Brown was most 
anxious to have the matter resolved, One historian of the period sums 
up the issue and the opposition'’s difficulties well, when he writes: 


In Manitoba as long as the boundary question remained unsettled the 
Roblin Government faced an Opposition that was seriously handicapped. 
Though it has been suggested that Laurier refused to offer Manitoba 
acceptable terms for boundary extension because his provincial allies 
did not want Roblin to obtain credit for the settlement, the fact is 
that by 1907 the Manitoba Liberals wanted the question settled. 

They were finally convinced that a generous agreement would benefit 
their cause, if only by removing the matter fron the realm of 
controversy. 


A related matter to the boundary extension question was the 
disposition of “swamp lands". in the Province, All lands which were 
two-thirds under water in summer could be claimed by the province, 

The Roblin Government noted that only 1,282,680 acres of the 2,051,165 
denoted as swamp land had been given over to provincial control by 
federal authorities. Premier Roblin added this grievance to his 
boundary dispute with Prime-Minister Laurier as he spoke of the latter's 


"“sross unfairness" in administering the swamp Pandan” 


5 Edward Brown's February 18 election Manifesto as cited in 
CAR (1907), p. 581. 

6 CAR (1907), p. 583. 

7 G. R. Cook, “Church, Schools, and Politics in Manitoba, 
1903-1912," Canadian Historical Review, XXXIX (arch, 1958), p. 13. 
The correspondence included J. W. Dafoe to Laurier, January 7, 19073 


Rev, George Bryce to Laurier, February 22, 1907; «=. Brown to Laurier, 
January 7, 1907 and Laurier to Brown, January 11, 1907. 


8 CAR (1907), pp. 565-6, 568 and 573. 
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Other Major Issues. 


The other major issues which must be examined in this campaign 
include the more general claims of management or mismanagement of the 
provincial economy and in particular land policy; the rise of the 
Grain Grower's Association and its attempt to get representation in 
the provincial Grain Exchange; railroad policy, particularly as it 
relates to grain handling; the government role in telephones; a variety 
of schooling questions and the issue of flying the Union Jack at 
schools; and, finally, liquor laws and demands for prohibition, 


The Roblin Government and, in particular, Provincial Treasurer 
J. H, Agnew, were able to boast of record high revenues, surpluses and 
grants for education, agriculture, hospitals, municipalities and 
public buildings. 


Edward Brown complained that good crops and increased 
immigration were the true sources of the "good times,” rather than 
government policy. Comparisons between the Roblin and Greenway budgets 
Were unfair, Brown said, since surpluses might be expected to be even 
larger than they were at present, what with vastly increased federal 
subsidies, In his Manifesto, Brown tried to draw the attention 
of the electorate to the increased direct and indirect debt of the 


province which paralleled the surpluses, » 


The major claim of mismanagement was levelled by the 
Opposition over the sale of almost 17 million acres of land at low 
prices and into too few hands. It was a matter, as well, of eating 
up assets without paying off debts. The Canadian Annual Review 
summarized Brown's attack on land mismanagement noting that: 


eeehe [Brown] alleged that 60 per cent of the public lands of the 
Province, passing into the hands of the Government, had been 
disposed of and the money used as ordinary revenue-- selling the 
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lands at an average of $2.86 at a time when Dominion lands, 
C.P.R. holdings, etc., had averaged from $9 to $12 per acre, 
Of these land blocks, ranging from 1,000 to 256,000 acres, 
were said to have been sold to friends of the Government at 
prices ranging from $1.56 to $3.50 an acre, 


The farmers of Manitoba still felt the effects of what they 
called a “grain combine™ of dealers who controlled the prices and 
shipment of grain in the province, One year earlier members of the 
Territorial Grain Growers’ Association had organized their own co- 
operative, the Grain Growers'Grain Company, Ltd., and pressed to have 
representation on the Winnipeg Grain and Produce Exchange, which tended 
to control the elevator system and grain trade generally. D. W. 
McCuaig, president of the Manitoba Grain Grower's’ Association brought 
charges of "conspiracy in restraint of trade” against three members of 
the Grain Exchange, Premier Roblin was forced to respond to increasing 
‘complaints by promising a conference of all interests once the 
election was completed--a conference whose recommendations, he said, 
would receive prompt action from the government, Since Liberal 
policy, as propagated during the campaign, called for careful investi- 
gation of the conditions described by the farmers and for the possi- 
bility of government-owned elevators, the Roblin Governnent was anxious 
to quell concern on the matter, On March 2nd the government requested 
from MceCuaig a statement as to whether the government had dealt fairly 
with the Grain Growers. McCuaig’s affirmative reply was read, then, 
at a public meeting the following Apne. 


Grain handling was an equally serious issue as a matter of 
railway policy, The government position was reasonably straishtforward : 


government assistance and guaranteed bonding to the Canadian Northern 


Hoeert of Edward Brown's February 18th election manifesto, 
CAR (1907), p. 580, 


10 Based on discussions of these events of the campaign found 
in MFP, July 8, 1910; McWilliams, Manitoba Milestones, pp. 182-83; 


and CAR (1907), pp. 475-76, and pp. 576-77. 
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Railway had resulted in one thousand additional miles of railroad 

at no new cost to the province and with complete control over freight 
rates, Such a policy could amount to annual savings of $2,000,000. 
The increase in revenue from new taxes assessed to railways and 
other corporations meant monies available for municipalities, for 
their roads, bridges and drainage. 


Brownaw theLiberals noted the grain blockades of the recent 
months and the fact that Canadian Northern's second-hand equipment 
was made much more immobile in the January storms than that of the 
CPR. The Liberals complained that genuine railway competition was 
still lacking in the province as the present Government engaged in 
bond guarantees which the Liberal platform called “wholesale and 
indiscriminate.” The Liberals argued that the bond guarantees should 
have resulted in government control of the Canadian Northern Railway. 
The government support of the Canadian Northern was so broad as to 
move the Free Press to complain in head line fashion “Shall we have 
a Government-controlled Railway or a Railway-controlled Government?” 
"Shall we have a Premier who will give orders to William Mackenzie or 


one who will take orders from hint 


The Roblin Government had another one thousand miles to boast 
about: that of the poles for long-distance telephones. Authorization 
had been created whereby municipalities could begin work on their own 
telephone systems, or request provincial control and assistance, A 
resolution from the Union of Manitoba Municipalities praised the 
Government's policy of promoting local options, The resolution 
expressed satisfaction with the government's willingness to recognize 
"nunicipal rights in regard to the ownership and control of public 
utilities," and was widely used throughout the campaign. =” Brown and 


the Liberals called for complete government ownership and warned that 


11 MFP, Feb, 18, 1907 and CAR (1907), pp. 140, 572-3, 
580-1, 584. 


12 CAR (1907), p. 578. Premier Roblin's policy at the time 
of the 1907 campaign was to build only the long distance lines, leaving 
local lines to municipalities. MFP, June 7, 1910, p. 4, 
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the Roblin policy would foster great municipal debt and unwarranted 
"small competitive systems," In reply, as the issue moved to a 
personal level, the government charged that 8rown's advocacy of public 
ownership was a very recent phenomenon. He had, it was alleged, 
requested a charter to construct and operate telephone lines in Ontario, 
Manitoba and the North-West Territories through the North-West Tele- 
phone Company. Brown was forced to admit that he had signed such a 
charter as an obligation to a friend but not because of any other in- 


13 


terest in the company. 


Education Issues, 


As we have already noted the Roblin Government prided itself 
during the campaign on its increased expenditures on education, 
Opposition spokesmen believed, however, that a higher interest rate 
on the Dominion-held school lands and funds (if some were to be invested) 
could ensure more aid to the University. Such an income might also 
provide monies for equipment in rural schools and higher teachers’ 
salaries, The Liberals associated any increased grants and attention 
to education with the need for a full-time Minister of Education, which 
the province did not as yet have. 


The most contentious educational matter was the call for 


compulsory education by the Liberals, 


Attendance in many primary schools throughout the province was 
extremely low, and throughout this entire period schools began to close 
to save operation costs. Premier Roblin stood unreservedly opposed to 
compulsory schooling legislation, fearing that it might re-open the 
Manitoba School Question. For the proposal for compulsory schooling 
was, quite naturally, opposed by Roman Catholics. In Winnipeg on 
February 26th at a major political meeting the Premier said of Brown's 


13 CAR (1907), pp. 577, 582-3. 
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compulsory schooling proposal: 


I will never be a party to starting such fires of antagonism 

as burned from 1890 to 1896. Mr. Brown comes in and is willing 

again to set the prairies on fire with his incendiarism and to put 

an end to good-will and brotherly love. If you want another 

School question vote for Mr, Brown, for his reference means the 

re-opening of the School question, 

The stance taken by Premier Roblin and his supporters further 

fed the rumors which filled the air in early 1907 that some "secret 
understanding” existed between the Roblin Government and the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. Behind the scenes there was no doubt that the 


school question had never really been closed, 


Even more talked about than compulsory schooling was the com- 
pulsory flying of the Union Jack at schools. The House had passed leg- 
islation calling for erection of flag poles, and “use of a ‘national 
British flag’ during school hours at every school house in the Province.” 
To the opposition contention that inclement weather made the compulsory 
flag-flying unmanageable, the government supporters reminded them that 
the bill “excepted such times of inclement weather or storm as would 
injure the flag, when it could be hung on the walls inside.” The 
legislation also made teachers responsible for carrying out the ruling 
subject to loss of their teaching certificate, A school might also be 
penalized by losing a governnent grant if any injury was done to a flag. 
The Liberals took strong exception to the penalties in the act rather 
than the compulsory flag-flying itself. The Canadian Annual Review of 
1907 notes that Premier Roblin saw the flag policy as “wise and 


14 CAR (1907), p. 576. 


15 Morton, Manitoba; A History, p. 295; and Cook, “Church, 
Schools and Politics," pp. 11-13. The question serves as an example of 
what we have chosen to call a “speculative” issue, i.e., at the time of 
the campaign there was no evidence offered that such “secret understand- 
ings" existed. The studies footnoted above do cite correspondance 
which was carried on during this period which indicate that, at the very 
least, some "secret understanding” was being attempted, certainly on the 
_ part of Archbishop Langevin and the Papal Delegate Msgr. Sbaretti as 
they pressured Prime-Minister Laurier, These church leaders wanted to 
link a new school agreement with boundary extensions. 
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patriotic, and calculated to help in blending the various nationalities 


of the settlers into one common bitimehanio, oo 


Minor Issues, 


The bitter campaigning which was indicative of the 1907 election 
was very evident in the matter of the government's liquor policies, The 
government was under strong attack for having reneged on Hugh John 
Macdonald's policy and estranging the temperance supporters. The Liberal 
party under Brown noted the increase in liquor licences granted under the 
Roblin Government and claimed that drunkenness in Manitoba was unmatched 
anywhere in Canada. In their platform the Liberals wanted local options 
to determine the granting and rejection of liquor licenses. At his own 
nomination meeting at Portage La Prairie, Hdward Brown made reference to 
"liquor interests" which, he said, "were the power behind the throne," 

In his opening salvo of the campaign, Brown had charged that the Manitoba 
Government had “interfered with the prosecution of offenders against the 
license law and openly allied themselves with the liquor traffic. Are 
you content to allow the liquor dealers to elect candidates and rule the 
Legislature?", he peed. 


leading Methodists spoke out bitterly against the government's 
liquor and license policies. An official statement issued by the Manitoba 
Conference on Temperance and Reform appeared on February 15 and called 
on all Methodists to support only those candidates known to favor prohibi- 
tion, Rev. C. W. Gordon (alias Ralph Connors of writing fame) found fault 
not with the legislation of the government but with its lack of enforcement. 
In a letter to the Free Press, Rev. S. C, Bland of Wesley College (a new 
addition to Manitoba's University) called the governnent “intolerable" 
on the issue: 


No Government, as far as I know, has ever betrayed and flouted 
Temperance people like the present Government of Manitoba, Their 

scorn of pledges, their broken faith, their multiplication of licenses, 
their thrusting of licenses upon protesting communities, do not merely 


Bee 
a6 CAR (1907), pp. 566, 573, 582. 
mereDidy, pp. Sol and 582. 
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stir my indignation as a temperance man and a cote they 
make every drop of British blood in me tingle. 

The government replied to these heated attacks by reviewing 
throughout the campaign their record of legislation in the area, which 
included: an end to restaurant licenses in cities; one license per firm 
in any locality; no wholesale licenses in rural areas; windows in all 
bars; and a number of related license limitations including an overall 
limit of one license for every 1200 persons in Winnipeg and, in other 


towns, two for the first 500 persons and one for each additional 600 
residents, 


Premier Roblin, Mr, Rogers and Provincial Treasurer J. H. 
Agnew read the increase in licenses differently from their opponents, 
pointing out that, while there might be more licenses, there were not 
more licenses per capita, They also noted that the cost of obtaining a 
license had risen from $196 to $414 in the last seven vesean 7 


The campaign was filled from start fo finish with charges and 
counter-charges of corrupt election practices. As W. L. Morton wisely 
notes, the election was a battle between two highly proficient electoral 
machines, one provincial and one federal. Roblin maintained that his 
electoral act was fair, so much unlike the last federal election in which 
the "thin red line” of red ink applied by Liberal returning officers had 
stricken Conservative names from the voters" lists Furthermore, Liberal- 
appointed judges had refused to condemn the actions when they were 
appealed, ~° 


One historian summarized the electoral practices of February- 
March 1907 by noting: 


18 MFP, Feb, 22, 1907, and CAR (1907), pp. 584-85. 
19 CAR (1907), pp. 568 and 577. 
20 Manitoba: A History, p. 294 and CAR (1907), p. 573. 
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Direct bribery of voters, plural voting, mass enfranchisement of 
newly-arrived immigrants, ballot-box stuffing--all were the order 
of the day. Favoritism in employment, public-works construction, 
railway building, mail-delivery contracts, liquor-license granting 
and withholding--all were employed as a matter of course. Charges 
of electoral fraud were so common that it became a routine practice 
for party leaders to meet in order to cancel out each other's lists 
of protested elections following a provincial or federal vote, 


However, in 1907 the growth of “party-boss” and “machine” 
politics had not yet reached its zenith, nor were Manitobans as much 
moved by such charges when the expansion of their provincial boundaries 
promised so much. Premier Roblin was returned with a healthy majority. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1907. 


oF of, 
PARTY SEATS POP'ILAR POPULAR SEATS 
wON VOTE VOTH WON 
Conservatives 28 31,068 50.6 68.3 
Liberals ike 29,427 47.9 31.7 
Labor a 939 lie 5 =e 


Labor vote in Winnipeg = 5.4 per cent. 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES ~ 1907. 


Major, Province-wide, Perennial. 


1. Boundary Extension. 

(a) The issue as a dodge. 

(b) Disposition of swamp lands, 
2, Management of the Economy. 


(ema rs tee es OT 


21 Jackson, Centennial History, p. 172. In describing the 1907 
Campaign in retrospect the Manitoba Free Press of June 2, 1910, p. 4, 
Comments: "Here in Winnipeg expert election crooks who had been imported 
from Chicago to take charge of this work for the Roblin Government's 
Machine enriched the lists in the Government's interests by stuffing them 


with between 500 and 1000 faggot names...taken from the directory of 
another city,” 
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Major, Province-wide, Perennial. (cont'd. ) 


3. Railway Policy. 
(a) Movement of grain, (Sectional), 
(b) Grain combine. (Left), 


(c) Bond guarantees and public control. (General). 


Minor, 


1, Prohibition Legislation, (Perennial, Moral). 
(a) Reneging of government. 
(b) Licensing policies, 
2. Education. 
(a) Grants, equipment, salaries, 
(b) Full time Minister, (New). 
(c) Compulsory education, 
(ad) “Secret understandings.” (Speculative), 
(e) Flying the Union Jack. (Right), 


. Grain Growers’ Representation on Wheat Board. (Sectional, Federal), 


ew 


- Telephones, (New). 
(a) Private versus public ownership. 
(b) E, Brown conflict of interest in private company. (Personality). 
5. The Hlectoral System, (Charges of Corruption), 
(a) Partisan Returning officers. (Perennial). 
(b) Bogus voters’ lists. (Perennial). 
(c) Partisan judges. 
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PROVINCE UF MANITOBA 


MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS. 


Dissolution, February 28th, 1907; polling. March 7th, 
1907; return of writs, Mrach 31st, 1907. 


ARTHUR. 
John Williams (L) ...... 536 
Aa MeDvle(@). ae ee 533 
Lib. maj,, 3. 
ASSINIBOTA. 
Aimé Bernard (C)....... 550 
J.H. Préfontaine (L).... 3il 


Con. maj., 239. 


AVONDALE. 
James Argue (Con.).. ... 590 
Wb Bom (iu) ee 451 


Con. ma),. 139. 
BEAUTIFUL PLAINS. 
James H. Howden (C)... 791 


Alex. Dunlop (L)....... 679 
- Con. maj., 112. 

BIRTLE. 
Charles J. Mickle (L)... 617 


Thos. W. Thompaon (C),. 380 
Lib. maj., 237. 


BRANDON CITY. 
Stanley W. McInnis (C) . 1,210 


J.W. Fleming (L)....... 1,081 
Con. maj.,129. _ 
CARILLON. 
Albert Préfontaine (C)... 423 
Mastai Gervais (L.).... 318 
Con. maj. 105. 
CYPRESS. 
George Steel (C)........ TS3 
Adam Forbes(L).. .... 672 
Con. maj., 111. 
DAUPHIN. 
John Campbell CTA) ores: B20 
ames G. Harvey (C). .. 709 


Lib, maj., 121, 


DELORAINE. 
Robt. S. Thornton (L)... 602 
Edward Briggs (C)...... 561 
Lib, maj,, 41. 
DUFFERIN. 
RE. Roblin (Gy. 3... 931 
AGE. August (Bye... ... 760 
Con. Hi)., 18% 
EMERSON. 


George Walton (L)...... 5 
D. H. MeFadden(C),.... 4 
Lib. maj., 105. 


GILBERT PLAINS 


Glenlyon Campbell (C.) 
By acel. 


GIMLI. 
Sig. Jonasson (L.)._. 621 


B.L. Baldwinson (C.) . a 465 
Lib. ma}., 156. 


GLADSTONE. 
J.W.Armstrong(L.).... 748 
PD Wilson (Gi) S22 aa... Pe 6382- 

Lib. maj.. 61. 
HAMIOTA. 
Wa. Ferguson (C.). 20... ries 
M.B. Jackson (L.).....- 636 


Con mat., LOL. 
KILDONAN & ST. ANDREWS 


Orton Grain (Gs 2... B02 
M.J.O' Donohoe (L.).... Tak 
Con. maj.. 4l. 


KILLARNEY. 


George Lawrence (C.).... 642 
R. L. Richardson (L.) ... 4s6 
Con. maj,, 156. 
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JUNE 20 TO JULY 11, 1910 


Pan T Y LEAD#ER CANDIDATES 
Conservatives R, P. Roblin 4} 
Liberals Tec eOrc.s 38 
Labour (F, J. Dixon) 1 
Socialist Party George Armstrong 3 
Independents ---- 6) 


41 single member constituencies 


Major Issues: (1) Bound Extension, 


Premier R, P, Roblin opened the 1910 campaign in Carman on June 
22 and gave his reasons for the hurried election call. Mr. Roblin 
Claimed he wanted to counter the opposition charges that the general 
administration of his government was not meeting with public approval. 
He believed that his new elevator policy should be approved by the public, 
The loss of a by-election to a Grain Grower candidate and popular pressure 
of the Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association farmers had prompted him to 


engage in government ownership of grain elevators, Also, according to 


to the Roblin perspective, the failure of meetings and correspondance 
with Sir Wilfrad Laurier to get an equal boundary arrangement for Manitoba 
as that achieved by Saskatchewan and Alberta prompted him to want a 
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further expression to Ottawa of resentment by the electorate, - 162 

would appear that of the three matters responsible for the election 

call Premier Roblin considered the "boundary issue" the major matter 

of contention, It may well have served the same purpose as the Manitoba 
School Question had for Thomas Greenway in 1892 and 1896. In fact, 

just such charges were made by the Liberals. J. W. Dafoe editorialized 
in his Liberal Free Press that the boundary issue was a "fake" without 
which the Conservative Government would have no means to divert public 
attention. The newspaper also charged editorially that Mr. Roblin 
wanted to get the election over before serious talks with Prime-Minister 
Laurier began--lest the matter be worked out and he be left without the 
popular patie vances< 


Perhaps the clearest statement of the Liberal position was offer- 
ed by Edward Srown, replaced as Liberal leader by T. C. Norris, and now 
running as a Liberal candidate in Winnipeg South. SB3rown was confident 
that the boundary issue could be settled in a short time by a friendly 
government and the request for all natural resources, He spoke at his 
Winnipez South nomination as follows: 


The Liberal party say to the people of Manitoba today, that, if they 
are returned to power, we will ask the Dominion Covernment to give 
us the lands, timbers, minerals and fisheries of that immense terri- 
tory that is to be added to this province in the near future, and 

no estimate in the shape of a subsidy would warrant the government 
in accepting such a settlement as against what we propose to get. 
(Applause), The Liberal Party in Manitoba will adhere to. this 
position, and we will undertake, if we are returned to power, to get 
the natural resources of that territory, or we will get nothing. 

I will promise the electorate this, that if we do not get fair treat- 
ment from the Dominion “overnment, so far as I personally am con- 
cerned I shall be prepared to forsake my own party and denounce 

the Dominion Government on this question. (Applause). My own 
impression is that the whole aero can be satisfactorally 

settled in a very short time, 


Brown's language and promises do appear to have reflected the 
Concern of the electorate on this matter, 


ee 
MFP, June 23, 1910, p. 1., and CAR (1910), p. 483. 
MFP, June 8, 1910, p. 4, and June 17, 1910, p. 4. 
Ibid,, June 24, 1910. 
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Major Issues: (2) Elevator Policy. 


If column space in newspapers is any indication, however, the 
issue which drew more attention than the boundary extension question 
was the three-month-old policy of grain-elevator control by the Govern- 
ment, The Canadian Annual Review for 1910 claims that by 1910 
Manitoba had become the largest wheat market in North America, There 
seems little doubt that Premier Roblin’s decision to purchase, erect 
and operate grain elevators had been motivated by the strength of the 
farmer movement. Ten thousand farmers had petitioned him one year 
earlier and the loss of the “safe” Birtle seat in a by-election to a 
Grain Grower candidate was likely influential, at least such were the 
interpretations of his actions laid against Mr. Pobline: Some of his 
opponents were of course businessmen and independent grain dealers who 
Claimed that since no monopoly existed government control was un- 
warranted,” But opposition also came from the Grain Growers themselves 
as well as the Liberal Party. The major concern which these two bodies 
shared was the degree of independence of the government~appointed 
elevator commission. Both groups wanted control by the legislature over 
& non-partisan commission. Premier Roblin approached the issue by 


pointing to the purchase and control of a business “hitherto in the hands 


of corporations at Chicago, St. Paul and Minneapolis. "© The Liberal 


leader, on the other hand, explained his party’s platform on the elevator 


issue as follows: 


We differ from the Government in one particular, and that is that if 
we are going to make the matter a success (and it is no use placing 
legislation upon the statute book unless we intend to make it a 

success) we must appoint an independent commission answerable to the 


SES 


4 So said T. C. Norris at his nomination at Lansdowne. MFP, 
June 20, 1910, p. 1. See also Ralph Hedlin, "Edmund 0, Partridge,” 
Papers of Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba, Series III, 
No. 15 (1960), p. 65. E. 0. Partridge was president of the Grain 
Growers’ Company and urged government control of elevators. 


B) CAR (1910), p. 479. 
6 Ibid., p. 492. 
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legislature, which means the people themselves. The political 

pull must be taken out of the conduct of the elevator bill. You 

cannot allow politicians and political partisanship to enter into 

the buying and selling of wheat and make it a success. (Applause).’ 

R, A. Bonnar, Independent candidate in the Assiniboia constit- 

uency just outside Winnipeg, and solicitor for the Grain Growers, 
voiced the Growers’ concerns throughout the campaign. He warned of 
growing distrust of the government because of the early election call 
before the workability of the government's policy could be judged. The 
commissioners, or at least two out of the three including D. W. McCuaig, 
were out campaigning as things now stood. Protests continued to come 
before the government regarding the early call, and Bonnar charged that 
one hundred local Grain Growers Associations had petitioned the govern- 
ment requesting a commission independent of government control, only to 
be ignored,° Bonnar explained that the elevator bill had been hastily 
redone, based on a speedy appeasement to the Grain Growers. To this 
explanation Premier Roblin reminded the electorate that it was Bonnar 
who had drafted the bill for the Grain Growers upon which the final bill 
was based, the same bill which he now called “terrible, u9 


But Bonnar'’s role continued to be significant as the Free Press 
noted in a front page story on July 5. 
The information that Mr. Bonnar is recounting from his actual 
experience in treating with the government is rapidly becoming one 
of the features of the campaign. The unequivocal statements coming 
from him about the trickery and insincerity of the Roblin machine 
1s causing a furore in the farming communities. 

Bonnar claimed his close contact with twenty thousand Grain 
Growers revealed distrust of the Roblin Government and the fear that the 
government intended to break up the G.G.A. Speaking at Franklin on July 
5th, he made reference to Premier Roblin's former role as elevator owner; 
Robert Rogers’ involvement in the grain business; and Attorney-General 


Colin Campbell's law firm's role as solicitors for the Grain Exchange, 
erence commnemenmncmasncecansecneneenanccnctea> 
7 MFP, June 14, 1910, p. 14. 
Ibid,, July 5, 1910, p. 1. 
Tbid,, July 2, 1910, p. 1. and counter-charge July 6, 1910, p. 3. 
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I am here to warn you that in dealing with the Government you 

are dealing with an enemy. You all know that the Premier bitterly 
opposed the Manitoba Grain Act, which has given such relief to 
Western farmers, You know that that Government withdrew $75,000 
from the Home Bank as soon as the Manitoba farmers became share- 
holders in it. You know that Rogers, Roblin and Campbell have been 
mixed up with the Grain Exchange, and at the same time, posed as 
your friends, You know that they have refused to give direct 
legislation because it would compel them to be honest. Are these 
the actions of friends to the farmers? If I have made my case 
plain it is my counsel that it is your duty to protect yourselves, 2° 


Major Issues: (3) Charges of Corruption. 


Bonnar’s statement, above, moves beyond the elevator issue alone 
and into the third area of greatest controversy: the honesty and general 
efficiency of the Roblin administration. For someone like Edward Brown 
there was but one issue in the campaign and that a moral one: “the 
Character of the Premier of Manitoba himself.” Brown noted that all 
calls by T. C. Norris for investigations into government spending had 
gone unheeded even when Norris claimed he would resign if only a 
Conservative investigation failed to prove his charges of corruption 


correct, + 


The stance of the opposition was not unlike that proclaimed in 
1907. The Liberals were highly critical of public land sales by the 
government, Such sales were not bringing good prices and valuable assets 
were being lost forever to Manitoba, many of them to friends of the 
governnent, !“ 


The government's position was that “no one Government in Canada” 
could present a balance sheet “that recommends itself so quickly and 
readily to the investors of the world as does the balance sheet presented 
each year by the provincial treasurer, "27 Premier Roblin observed that 
reece 

10 MFP, July 6, 1910, p. 1. 

ll Ibid., June 24, 1910. 

12 Ibid,, June 2, 1910, p. 4, and June 27, 1910, p. 5. 

m= Ioid.,) June 23,’ 1910, p. 1. 
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increased revenue and expenditures were a sign of the province's health. 
He pointed to a $3,000,000 dollar surplus in ten years of governing; a 
$41,000,000 excess of assets over liabilities; and $500,000 in various 
grants. To charges of increased costs in government, he answered at 

the close of the campaign in Winnipeg: “We intend to increase the cost 

of civil government to an even greater extent; for it means increased 
revenue and enlarged opportunities for the people. It would be impossible 
to reduce the cost of civil government in this country without impairing 
the efficiency of the public pervicce™ 


The Liberals argued that land prices were down under Mr. Roblin's 
administration and that revenue was much less than it might otherwise be, 
Figures cited in the Free Press indicated that the government had sold 
almost one and one-half million acres at an average of $3.23 per acre, 
whereas school lands sold by the Dominion were going for three to five 
times that amount. Norris had estimated a loss to the province of five 
million dollars by this “wasteful administration.” In addition, whatever 
funds were collected were used for current expenditures to shore up the 
balance sheets, the Liberals charged? In a reference to the sale of 
lands and their use as accounting for government surpluses, Edward Brown 
asked of the government's budgeting: 


What are some of the leading features of their financial administra- 
tion? They can be summed up in these words: the debt has increased 
fourfold without any corresponding benefit whatever to the people 

of this province. The indirect debt has been increased 11-fold; 

the cost of running the machine has been increased $1,500,000; and 
the province has been ee by the sale of the finest assets 
the province could have, 


A number of land deals involved various political leaders. And 
while these issues might be left to be discussed under the “personal” 
Classification they were really “public” issues rather than limited to 
any one personage. A large part of the lack of confidence in the Roblin 
administration, as expressed in the 1910 campaign, was related to various 


14 MFP, July 9, 1910, p. 7. 
15 Ibid., June 2, 1910, p. 4. 
16 Ibid., June 24, 1910. 
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improper land deals and conflicts of interest, 


Perhaps the most serious charge was that levelled against 
Premier Roblin over his involvement in the Eli Sand Company. The 
specific charges upon which an investigation had been requested and 
voted down were as follows: (1) that R, P. Roblin with an interest in 
the Gunn sand pit had secured the building of a spur track of Canadian 
Northern to the sand pit in question at no cost to himself by using 
government credit and political influence; (2) that the guarantee for 
the building of the spur line was “without the knowledge, consent and 
authority of the Legislature"; (3) that large quantities of sand were 
later given free by the Canadian Northern to the Eli Sand Company at a 
time when the Manitoba Government was extending substantial financial 
assistance to Canadian Northern; (4) that on March 10th, 1909, Premier 
Roblin had lied to the House when he declared that he had retired from 
the Eli Sand Company as of December 31, 1907. (The Free Press published 
a balance sheet of the Eli Sand Company's figures in Hugh Sutherland's 
handwriting dated December 31, 1908 which noted that he and Mr, Roblin 
would share $6,671.16 as shareholders in the company. )*” 


Hugh Sutherland claimed that Mr. Roblin had in fact received a 
$1,000 cheque after retiring from the company but such a sum was for 
"previously undivided profits.” He claimed that the published balance 
sheet included receipts and taxes for two years on real estate in which 
Premier Roblin was interested, but had nothing to do with the sand 
company ,2° 


Mr, Roblin's only comment, as he concluded his campaign in 
Winnipeg, was reported in the Free Press as follows. 


This issue he said did not affect the future of Manitoba and there- 
fore it was not his purpose to deal with things of that character. 
"No man can stay the tongue of the scandal-monger. Since the days 
of Adam men have been willing to make insinuations to destroy, if 
they can, the private character of a man, to gratify their spleen 
and enmity. "19 


| 
17 MFP, June 9, 1910, p. 1, and CAR (1910), p. 495. 
18 Ibid., June 9, 1910, p. 10. 
to, Ibid, July, 9, 1910, p. 7. 
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The E1i Sand deal was just the first in importance in a long 
list of corrupt land deals and forms of electoral corruption which 
were alleged in this heated campaign. "In 1904 Ridd and Gerrie, two 
officials in the Roblin Government, bought 6,000 acres of land for $2.40 
per acre and sold it within 5 weeks for $10 per acre, clearing over 
$50,000 on the transaction,” or so said part of a full page on the 
Liberal case to the electorate in the June 27th issue of the Free Press. 
Other charges in connection with land deals involved Provincial Treasurer 
Hugh Armstrong supposedly speculating in land while a member of the 
House.-° Messrs. Roblin and Rogers were said to have held one-tenth of 
the interests in five million acres of Manitoba and North-West Railway 
lands allegedly achieved in large part by the use of Forester group 
monies, “- The Winnipeg Telegram on June 28th implied that Edward Brown, 
the former Liberal leader, had tried to have the right of way for the 
national trans-continental interchange at St. Boniface changed to increase 
the value of his own land. Brown threatened to sue the Telegram for 
fifty thousand dollars. In a similar charge several days later the 
Free Press noted that Robert Rogers had "sold some ninety acres of 
property in St. Boniface to the CPR less than two years ago, clearing 
forty thousand dollars by the transaction and evidently considers him- 
self under obligation to ensure that it will be possible for the CPR to 
get its money out of the land by compelling the use of this property for 
Stockyard purposes.” The Free Press believed that a government commis- 
sion's refusal to consider other sections of land for a public-owned 
bee was explained by these transactions of the Minister of Public 
Works. -7 


The seemingly never ending charges of corruption and conflicts 
of interest did not stop at land deals. Hugh Armstrong, the Provincial 
Treasurer, charged that "during the Session of the Legislature, of all 
the men who sat on the Opposition side, there were only two who were not 
drawing money from the Treasury of the Dominion, only two who were not 
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in one form or other, directly or indirectly, in the employ of the 
Liberal Government at Ottawa."°? Robert Rogers clained that the 
Liberals were making use of what he called “election crooks from a 
neighboring Province” all of whom were assisting in the Liberal camn- 
paign. He went on to say that “there is a strong army of paid officials 
of the Dominion Governnent going up and down this country trying to de- 
feat the will of the paceien “Interference” from other provinces 

and from Ottawa became a perennial issue in Manitoba's provincial 
elections as would become increasingly evident in the early twentieth 
century with the addition of the two new Prairie provinces, 


The Liberals made claims that W. H, Hastings, former Conservative 
campaign organizer, had salaries paid to him from 1907 to 1909 out of the 
Provincial Treasury “in the guise,” said the Free Press, “of payments 
in legal services.” “In 1909 Mr. Hastings was the highest priced public 
servant in Manitoba, drawing more money than the Prime Minister himself, "2? 
Commenting further on the employment of “party hacks" by public funds, 
the Free Press claimed that many members of the License Department 
- (liquor licensers), police department, Attorney-General's and Agriculture 
Departments were political workers. The newspaper cited figures to 
attempt to show that budgets seemed raised in election years, presumably 
to pay salaries of party workers, The Free Press also complained of a 
"large sum" of money which the Legislature put at the disposal of the 
Minister of Public mies The implication was that such monies were 
used as “election bribes”--the promise of roads and bridges or the sums 
of money which would assure them. Such appeals were allegedly made by 
Conservative candidates in constituencies like Dauphin, Carillon and 
Springfield~’ which would confirm the conclusion of Lionel Orlikow that 


23 CAR (1910), p. 493. 
24 Tbid., p. 493-94, 


25 MFP, June 4, 1910, p. 4, and CAR (1910), p. 495. The latter 
cites Hastings’ 1909 salary at $7,375, a sizeable amount for 1910. 


26 MFP, June 8, 1910, p. 4. 
27 Ibid., June 18, 1910, and June 22, 1910, p. 4. 
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"the Conservatives drew strength from southwestern rural Manitoba 
primarily inhabited by farmer citizens of Ontario. Support from 
immigrants from Central and Eastern Europe, who had been forced to 
settle in the poorer areas of the province, had been gained by extensive 


public warks,"° 


By far the most dramatic charge of corruption centered around 
the alleged selling of a judgeship by the well-known Liberal Horace 
Chevrier, Ex-M.L.A. Robert Rogers first made the charge in Baldur on 
June 17th: 


When we had a vacant Judgeship in the Province a very few months ago 
and there was considerable delay as to who should be appointed to 
this important position, the delay was owing to the fact that a 
leading Liberal, a man recognized as probably the most trusted 
friend Sir Wilfrad Laurier has in this province, was trying to 
sell that Judgeship for the sum of $10,000, claiming that the money 
Was necessary to go into the campaign to defeat the Roblin Govern- 
ment, 

Attorney-General Campbell named Chevrier on June 20 and referred 
to him as “another of the Liberals, who ran away from St. Boniface to 
seek a seat in another constituency, offering to sell a judgeship, the 
proceeds of the sale to be used to defray expenses of his party in the 


coming elections."” 


Mr, Chevrier denied the charge, demanded and waited for a re- 
traction as the campaign began in earnest, and then filed a $25,000 
suit, -- He claimed that the only judgeship he had given any thought to 
Was a vacancy which was eventually filled by a man other than Judge 
Prudhomme whom Chevrier favored. However, Mr. Chevrier claimed he 
favored Mr. Prudhomme because he had confidence he would serve "with 
dignity and credit to the French-Canadian race.” “But,” he insisted, “in 


his case, as in all cases in which I have used my humble influence to 


28 Lionel Orlikow, "The Reform Movement in Manitoba, 1910- 


1915," Papers of the Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba, 
Series IIT, No. 16 (1961), 51. 


29 CAR (1910), p. 494, 
30 MFP, June 21, 1910. 
31 Ibid., June 24, 1910, p. 5. 
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assist a fellow-countryman I have done so, and will ever do so willingly 
and cheerfully without thought of profit or hope of reward.”°~ J, F, 
Prudhomme, brother of the County Court Judge named above, intended to 
substantiate the Attorney-General'’s charges, and as the public waited 
expectantly J. F. Prudhomme died of a heart attack on July 2nd. 


Even Wilfrgd Laurier entered the fray, first by acknowledging 
charges of "a rake-off on contracts" without further comment, and 
continuing : 


«sebut an attack upon the honor of the judiciary is too serious to 
be allowed to go unchallenged, I do not believe there is the 
slightest foundation for the assertion of Mr. Rogers, and as far as 
this Government may be concerned, I give it the most unqualified 
denial. On behalf of the Government I add that if it were true that 
a Judge had paid a single dollar to any one in connection with his 
appointment, that judge would not be fit to he on the Bench and the 
charge, if true, would warrant impeachment, 2 


Roorbacks and Dodges. 


We have examined only a sampling of what were perhaps the more 
major charges of corruption in the 1910 campaign, and we have yet to 
explore others under issues connected with liquor licenses, educational 
matters and local questions in the Winnipeg area. The plethora of 
such charges, however, allowed the application of the notions of 
election “roorbacks”" and “dodges” by a Free Press editorial: 


It begins to be evident that the present Provincial general election 
campaign is to be marked by a series of campaign accusations launch- 
éd by the Roblin Government against their opponents, Every cam- 
paign sensation of that character launched after the issue of the 
writs is prima facie subject to a heavy discount by the public. 

"If this is true why has it not been made public before?” “Why 
has it been held back and sprung as an election roorback?” 

The charges against ee Care not roorbacks, They have not been 
held back until the campaign. 


The Free Press also cited an example of what, for purposes 


32 MFP, June 21, 1910. 
33 MFP, June 24, 1910, p. 1, and CAR (1910), p. 494, 
34 MFP, June 27, 1910, p. 4. 
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of classifying these countless issues, we have called an "election 
dodge.” Under the by-line “An Original Political Dodge” the newspaper 
described a barrel of beer being delivered by a dray to T. H. Johnson's 
committee rooms (Liberal candidate Winnipeg West). Fortunately, the 
paper records, no one signed for the keg 35 so that in these days of 
temperance concerns no charges of intemperance could be laid against 
Johnson and his campaigners. The implication in the story was that one 
party, the Roblinites, was responsible for a matter which it imputed to 
the other, the Johnson Liberals. Thus we have a classic definition of 
a variety of issues we have called “the political dodge.” 


Social Issues: (1) Liquor Control and Local Option Voting. 


W. L. Morton insists that an unequivocal policy on prohibition 
and compulsory schooling was a serious deficiency in an otherwise improved 
1910 Liberal Siettorie | The only issues which received serious dis- 
cussion in regard to liquor questions were the local option voting 
practices instituted by the Roblin Government, and the question of liquor 
licenses and those granting the licenses. The Liberal Party believed 
that local residents should be able to determine the existence of 
licenses in their own neighborhoods. The secretary of the Local Veto 
Association of South-West Manitoba wrote to the Free Press to suggest 
that the initiative and referendum, the hotly debated forms of direct 
legislation to be discussed in due course, should be employed in any 
local option Side . 


S. Hart Green, Liberal candidate in Winnipeg North, expressed 
concern over the ability of the government to "hold hotel keepers at 


39 


abeyance" by the power of the liquor license controls. A more general 


Concern was expressed over license inspectors. Liberal leader Norris 
ee 

35 MFP, June 28, 1910, p. 5. 

36 Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 317-318. 

37 CAR (1910), p. 491. 
Letter from H. L. Montgomery of Deloraine, MFP, June 9, 


39 MFP, June 10, 1910, p. 16. 
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claimed that “most of the agencies which control the trade [i.e. 

liquor] are composed of Tory heelers of the worst kind. The inspectors 
who go over the province are strong party men.” Norris proposed to take 
the matter out of politics by establishing an independent commission of 
County Court judges. 


Social Issues: (2) Education, 


In educational matters Premier Roblin pointed to the work 
establishing the Agriculture College at Tuxedo Barracks on the Assiniboine 
River just outside Winnipeg; took full credit for greatly increased 
expenditures on education in the province; spoke of cheaper school books; 
and at the close of the campaign came around to promising a technical 
school, hence, answering the criticism that he alone of all the 
provincial premiers had refused to “fully” "and “cordially” reply to Sir 
Wilfrad Laurier's commission on technical édiicattion. > 


In response to Premier Roblin's claim of increased expenditures 
On education Green calculated that in ten years the Conservative Govern- 
ment had administered a 25 per cent increase in revenue; received a 
765 per cent increase in school grants from Ottawa and offered a mere 


19 per cent increase to provincial primary schools. Me Edward Brown 


made the same argument at his nomination meeting at Winnipeg. 


Notwithstanding the fact that the government has collected ten million 
dollars more during the ten years of their administration than their 
predecessors, they are giving exactly the same amount to rural schools 
of this province that the Greenway Government did during their turn 

of office. That, is a very striking illustration of their utter lack 
of appreciation of the value of education, 


cen ASSN ASSES 


40 MFP, June 20, 1910, p. 1, at the nomination of Norris for 
Lansdowne, 


4] The latter point was made by S. Hart Green, MFP, July 6, 1910, 
P. 1. Premier Roblin said just several days later that he he would establish 
& school, MFP, July 9, 1910, p. 7. 


42 MFP, June 10, 1910, p. 4. 
43 Tbid., June 24, 1910. 
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The most heated and controversial school question was the 
matter of compulsory education which was growing in importance and 
taking on something of a perennial nature. Estimates of the numbers 
of children not in school or not registered were fron twenty-five to 
thirty-three per pene. 4 And much of the concern arose out of just such 
registration figures, “Every child, no matter where and how born, 
should be given an equal opportunity” said Liberal W. Shaw of Gilbert 
Plains constituency in support of compulsory sales cht On July lst 
the Provincial Sunday Schol Convention resolved in favor of compulsory 
schooling. 


Premier Roblin was unalterably opposed to compulsory education 
simply for fear of re-opening the Manitoba School Question. He spoke out 
against its Liberal advocates by declaring that Dalton McCarthy, Joseph 
Martin and Clifford Sifton had agreed that a compulsory clause would 
invalidate the school legislation of 1890 and so the clauses, he said, 
"were struck out." “Subsequent litagation showed that the opinion of 
these gentlemen were well founded,” Mr. Roblin continued. “Now, however, 
the smaller men that have come to light in these days say that they want 
compulsory education and they move to that end. The purpose is to set 
the people at each other's throats in this province again. They desire 


to re-open the whole school aiestiod a.” 


As we noted in the 1907 campaign certain aspects of this issue 
make it speculative in nature since much of the correspondance and nego- 
tiation going on between people like the Papal Delegate Mgr. Sbaretti 

and Sir Wilfrad Laurier, with attempts by the former to link boundary 


444 Orlikow, “Reform Movement,” p. 56, and S, Hart Green speaking 
specifically of Winnipeg, MFP, July 6, 1910, p. 1. 


45 MFP, June 14, 1910, p. 1. 
46 Tbid., July 2, 1910, p. 6. 
47 Thid., June 23, 1910, p. l. 
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extensions with concessions for Catholics, was guesswork in the pana 
Certainly, knowledge of, or, at least, fear of, such plans motivated much 
of the Conservative attack on compulsory schooling, French-Canadian 
Conservatives likely had quite different reasons for opposing: compulsory 
schooling as evidenced by candidate Joseph Bernier and his attack in 

St. Boniface on A. Dubuc, Liberal candidate, Bernier claimed that “Norris 
wanted to foist a system of education upon the province that would compel 
the Catholics to send their children to schools they objected to.” 
Turning to attack his Liberal opponent Bernier continued: “Vote for 
Dubuc if you want to curtail your freedom in having your children 
educated in schools of your choice--but vote for the Roblin Government 
and his candidate, against Protestant fanaticism, if you want to 


protect your pehoots. 7 


The Campaign in Winnipeg. 


Local issues in Winnipeg took on renewed significance in part 
because of the size and increasingly important role of the city in 
provincial affairs, and also in part because of the new parties and 
independent candidates concentrated in the Winnipeg area. 


S. J. Farmer had organized the Provincial Labour Representation 
Committee to support the Social Democrat F. J. Dixon in Winnipeg Center. 


Liberals agreed to support Dixon in order to avoid a split in anti- 
Conservative voting. The Representation Committee included such names 

as J, S, Woodsworth, Dixon's colleagues supported compulsory schooling 
and raised totally new questions in the campaign. They desired non- 
partisan factory inspectors, and taxation of land values. They were con- 
Vinced that having a "labourman”™ in the field would attract attention 

to the needs of those they represented. "The working men would never get 
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48 Cook, “Church, Schools and Politics,” pp. 13-17. 
49 MFP, July 6, 1910, p. 3. 
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anything more from legislatures than they were prepared to take,” 
they declared.” 


The recently organized Socialist Party fielded candidates for 
the first time in three of the four Winnipeg ridings, S. Hart Green, the 
first Canadian-born Jewish candidate to confront north end Winnipeg 
appealed to voters with youthful vigour and biting criticism of the Roblin 
administration. Green charged that Premier Roblin had neglected the 
north end of Winnipeg and was “in league with the big real estate 
operators whose interests lay in other parts of the city, "+ He spoke 
at length, as did other candidates, of the monopoly held by the Winnipeg 
Street Railway Company which controlled all gas, electric light and 
street railway franchises in the city in 1910,°- Furthermore, the 
Winnipeg Street Railway Company was in turn owned by Canadian Northern 
and its controllers Mackenzie and Mann, The electric street railway 
monopoly was the paramount issue for Winnipeg politicans with even former 
Mayor A. J. Andrews, a Conservative candidate in Winnipeg West, pledging 
himself to work "to give Winnipeg all the necessary powers when the time 
comes, "> 


But back in Winnipeg North where the first Jewish member of any 
legislature in Canada was about to be elected, S. Hart Green was being 
tagged “socialist” in his views. He quickly became a leading spokesmen 
for Labor, While the Roblin Government pointed to a new Workmen's 


50 MFP, June 1, 1910, p. 13. 


51 Ibid., July 1, 1910 and Arthur A, Chiel, The Jews in Manitoba: 
A Social History, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1961), p. 175. 


52 Archibald B. Clark, “Municipal Institutions” in The Prairie 
Provinces, Vol. XX of Canada and Its Provinces: A History of the Canadian 
People and Their Institutions by One Hundred Associates, ed. by Adam 
Shortt and Arthur G, Doughty (23 vols.; Toronto: Edinburgh University 
Press, 1914), Peo 4o9, 

53 MFP, June 15, 1910, p. 4% Andrews may have had little choice 
in his point of view since his Liberal opponent T. H. Johnson had on 
three occasions presented legislation to allow Winnipeg its own right to 
sell current for electric lighting. All three motions had been defeated 
but Johnson, the pride of the Icelandic community, was not, and even 


better days were in store, See W. Kristjanson, The Icelandic People in 
Manitoba, Wallingford Press, Winnipeg: 1965. 
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Compensation Act as evidence of its concern for the workingman, Green 
warned of the possibility that, “unless properly prodded, the Roblin 
Administration might not implement the how) thee aa since it was not 

due to come into effect until 1911. Green's sympathy for Labor and 
Roblin's lack of it was seemingly evidenced as Green spoke about the 
Canadian Pacific railwaymen strike of August to October 1908, Ministers 
Rogers and Campbell, Green reminded his electors, had acted as peacemakers, 
promising the railwaymen that they would stand up for them if they 
returned to work. His account is evidence of his Labor sympathies and 
this new dimension to issues in the province, 


Before coming to the men, these two ministers of the Roblin govern- 
ment had been to see the Canadian Pacific Railway, Then they went 

to the men and promised that, if they would go back to work, the 
Manitoba Government would stand behind them and see that the promises 
of the railway were kept. The men went back to work--all that the 
company was pleased to take back. Some have not been taken back to 
this day. Gentlemen. Messrs. Rogers and Campbell received just 
$150,000 for selling the men in the Canadian Pacific railway strike. 
You have never found an instance yet where the workingman has been 
sold out in any way by the Liberal government, and you never will, 


Minor Issues: (1) Telephones. 


In other matters the government's purchase of the Bell Telephone 
System in 1908 came under attack with opposition candidates citing 
figures from telephone experts to show that one million dollars too much 
had been paid for the ownership. T. C. Norris was particularly indignant 
because legislative approval had not been given to the transaction, 
"There was never such a trampling down of the rights of the people 
exercised by any government in the Dominion of Canada," Mr, Norris claimed. 
"You cannot tell me any place where any amount of money has been paid 
without having been first voted by the legislature, But here $3,500,000 
were so spent, It was a direct violation of the constitutional rights 
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54 Chiel, Jews in Manitoba, p. 175, and MFP, June 10, 1910, p. 16. 
b> MFP, July’6,-1910,;'p. 1. 
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ara, 


partisan telephone commission responsible, not to the government, but 
to the legislature, 


of the people. (Applause The Liberals campaigned for a non- 


Methodist leader W. F. Osborne, who took it upon himself to 
oppose Premier Roblin in his own constituency, enlarged the question by 
declaring at Dufferin, "The fact that, even on the verge of an election, 
the government was not announcing any further reduction in telephone 
rates, was proof of the dangerous conditions in which the business was 
owing to the extravagant price originally paid and owing to the draining 


of the telephone treasury for purposes of general revenue," 


The government cited its own experts to indicate that the right 
price had been paid for the system and, further, that the system's 
success could be measured by a doubling of subscribers and the employment 
of six hundred men, The chairman of the Telephone Commission, Premier 
Roblin said, claimed that the system “could not be duplicated for the 
price paid and that the system was paying even after a reduction in rates 
of sixty thousand dollars per Seabee 


Minor Issues: (2) Transportation, 


The perennial cluster of railway issues was largely laid to rest 
by 1910. Several opposition candidates publicly admitted that consider- 
able success had been achieved by the Conservative administration. 
Candidate Green was still critical of the taxation policy vis-a-vis 
railway corporations, since, as he pointed out, the CPR paid no taxes and 
the government prevented all city and municipal taxation of railways. 
Since the government had the right to impose a three per cent tax on 
railways instead of the present two per cent, Green advocated raising 
the rate to three and giving over the additional monies to the cities 
and municipalities.” 


oS aetna rr 
56 MFP, June 20, 1910, p. 1. 
MLA ss  TUNG6 225.1910, Dery dd 
58°) Tbid,, June"23,°1910, p. 1. 
59 Ibid., June 10, 1910, p. 16. 
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In place of concern for railways there was a growing awareness 
of the need for a unified road system for automobiles. The old policy 
of “filling up the muskeg” would have to be replaced by direct aid to 
municipalities for road building and plans for the unification of said 
roads, Meetings of the Good Roads Movement in Manitoba projected such 
concerns, 


Minor Issues: (3) Electoral Reform. 


Finally, there was a growing concern for various electoral and 
legislative reforms of a far-reaching nature, .The movement for women's 
suffrage had been promoted vehemently by the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union of Manitoba since 1893 and now in convention at Carman they were 
among the most vocal groups in Canaan Female suffrage had a sizeable 
humber of advocates in the campaign, at least within the ranks of the 
independents and Liberals. 


In 1909 the Grain Growers had endorsed the various forms of 
direct legislation and during the campaign Frank E, Coulter of Oregon, 
who was later in the year responsible for organizing the Direct Legis- 
lation League of Manitoba, visited Winnipeg North, °2 Issues of the 
Grain Growers’ Guide were important to explaining and propagating the 
role of direct neeitiation 


It was the Mordern Chronicle which took the trouble to explain 
the various forms to Southern Manitoba voters and indicate its appli- 


60 MFP, June 4, 1910, p. 21. 


61 CAR (1910), p. 313. Nellie McClung attended the meeting at 
Carman, The spark was that at a local option vote in Carman women were 
disenfranchised by an order-in-council, See Nellie McClung, The Stream 


Runs Fast (Toronto: Thomas Allen Ltd., 1945), p. 63, The WCTU had included 


Icelandic women who were certainly pioneers on this issue in Manitoba, 
See Kristjanson, Icelandic People, p. 371. 


62 MFP, July 8, 1910, p. 2. 


63 For further information see W. L. Morton, "Direct Legislation 
and the Origins of the Progressive Movement,” Canadian Historical Review, 
XXV (September, 1944), esp. p. 281. 
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cability to the issues of the 1910 campaign. 


By the initiative, the people can enact any law they wish. By 
petition the electors can require the government to submit a 
particular law or a general principle to the vote of the people 
and if it is carried by the people it must become law. On the 
other hand by the referendum the people can vote on any bill 
passed or proposed by the legislature. In a word, the people 
can directly control the legislator...the Canadian Northern 
deal, the telephone bargain, and the elevator bill would be 
referred to the people and the final word would remain with them. 
The newspaper felt that direct legislation would have its 


greatest value in moral issues, 


Questions such as the liquor question can be settled by this system 
without the matter being made a party issue, Under the present 
system, practically every question is a party question, but under 
direct legislation the people would pass on a question, and 
whatever government was in power would require to carry out and 
enforce the legislation, and if the eover nent of the day did not 
do so it would very likely be turned out, 

The Liberals included direct legislation as the first plank in 
their platform and at his nomination T, C. Norris claimed that direct 
legislation could have checked the telephone purchase. He assured voters 
that his party was not entering the matter blindly, pointing to the 


Swiss experience as a successful precedent, ©? 


But for Rodmond P. Roblin and Robert Rogers, whose better 
arguments would be reserved for a later campaign, their record of fine 
public works in railways, elevators, telephones, education and workmen's 
Compensation meant that such “hard-headed practical businessmen” could 
regard the reform spirit beginning to rise as "a fad inspired by sub- 
versive American Republican principles," 


In fact, if there be any accuracy at all to Free Press reporting 
in 1910, Premier Roblin concluded his campaign in Winnipeg on July 8th, 
1910 by saying of direct legislation: “I am not in favor of it for the 
reece 

64 Mordern Chronicle as cited in MFP, June 18, 1910, p. 4. 

65 MFP, June 20, 1910, p. 1. 

66 Orlikow, "Reform Movement,” p. 5l. 
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reason that I do not understand it, 007 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1910. 


PeA RT Y SEATS POPULAR Pian nae 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Conservatives 28 38,056 50.6 68.3 
Liberals 13 33,092 44.0 Sus 
Labour =~ 1,939 2.6 -- 
Socialist Party -- 1,237 1.6 -- 
Independents -- 838 bet -—— 


Labour and Socialist vote in Winnipeg = 16.7 per cent. 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1910, 


Major, Province-Wide, 


1, Land Policy and Economy Pledges, (Charges of Corruption), 
(a) Eli Sand Co. - conflict of interests. 
(b) Graft and partisan use of civil servants. 
(1) Selling of judgeship. 
(c) Election campaign bribes. 
2. Grain Elevator Policy, (Sectional). 
3. Boundary Extension. (Dodge). 


Minor, Social. 


1. Local Option voting for Liquor Licensing. 
2, Bell Telephone System Purchase. 
3. Education. 


(a) Compulsory education. 
(b) Concessions to Catholic schools. (Speculative). 
----————_—_—_ 


67 MFP, July 9, 1910, p. 7. 


(ofvah bar onal so pei ‘gauss  yosal bat 


ahs AS Ae | oe 
| eon ; ' ei 
ra + ra i De Bh i 
ve | es AO AND il hy 
ory) ees ee mY on 
\ 4 
ma , My $ 
‘aba ee Oe Par 
he es kee a 
ma ke r es 7 
= a UG hai 
3 .e f iD 
we i 
i, fe a ee ee 
ie A 7 ib: } 
‘ ies ae { ( fee * 
. } : noe 
' 


| Bi sy yas y tia veageh 
proche geet eal yo} ham an sar 


bes 


ai necneti® et jet Eanes 100 beat 
_ntiawrn dike: ho “uf fines kay be 2 


 aastelwerbary ee panels 


; ee ae vl nodineg Tabboynw 8 
ry, a. fawkes goat) ine ALO 
| | sabonbat - burgh zat guktov 
aun ad een std 
+ ees ing! wo a aoe 


gb saat satan pktediao oe a 


| | a8 « per ae vie a 


243 


Minor, Social. 


3, Education-cont'd. 
(c) Expenditures. 
(d) Agriculture and Technical Colleges. 
4, Transportation, 
(a) Aid for road-building, 
(b) Taxation for railway companies. 
(c) Railway Bonding, competition, etc. (Dead). 


Minor, Political. 


Electoral Reforms, (Liberal Left). 

(a) Women's suffrage, 

(b) Direct legislation. 
Participation of out-of-province politicians. (Perennial), 
Beer delivery to T, H. Johnson. (Dodge). 


Minor, Local. 

Electric Street Railway monopoly. (Left). 

Real estate speculation, (Left). 

Implementation of Workmen's Compensation Act. (Sectional). 
C.P, Railwaymen ~ strike and aftermath (Left, Sectional). 
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MEN AND WOMEN 


JUNE 15 TO JULY 10, 1914 


Ean T Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Conservatives R, P, Roblin 4g 
Liberals T C. Norris 45 
Socialist Party George Armstrong 4 
Labour (Independents) ---- 3 
Other Independents ---- 2 


49 single member constituencies. 


Platforms and Prompted Issues. 


In 1912 Manitoba became the shape of the province we know today 
with an increase of 179,020 square miles added to her territory, and as 
well, 6,100 additional persons added to her northern population, and 
between $2,100,000 and $2,600,000 in cash and over $500,000 annually in 
revenue increases, added to her coffers. The Roblin regime went to the 
polls claiming there was no Liberal criticism of the wise financial 
administration of fourteen years which had at long last brought about the 
much-debated boundary extensions. ' 


Premier Roblin cited a dozen areas of achievement including 
increased agriculture expenditures, public utilities, new hospitals, con- 
struction of the provincial university, work on the Parliament buildings, 
a system of taxation on banks and corporations, railway extension at no 
Cost to the citizens, restriction of the liquor trade, and the building 
of a public market and abattoir.+ From Mr. Roblin's perspective the 
ener 
| MFP, June 20, 1914, p. 173 and June 27, p. 20. Also 
CAR (gh), p. 600, 
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major issue of the campaign was the fine record of his government and 
the refusal of opponents to recognize and acknowledge the achievements, 


The major matters of contention from the Liberal perspective 
were education-~the call for compulsory education, bilingualism in schools 
and the "Coldwell amendments" of 1912 affecting these matters; temperance 
and the failure of local option votes to enforce it; direct legislation; 
women’s suffrage; and the ugly partisanship of the Roblin administration 
and its political machine. Since these were the matters raised by T, C, 
Norris in his manifesto, and by Liberals in their election platforn, 
Premier Roblin could say of his own program: 


These dozen matters are the matters with which are inseparably 
connected the material interests of the people of this province, And 
yet the opposition having the boldness to ask for the confidence of 
the people, put forth their so-called policy without even mentioning 
them seriously and without even doing as much as suggesting that the 
policy or conduct of the Government has been unwise or improper in a 
single instance, Read the platform over for yourselves and note 
whether you find a useful suggestion on any of the subjects mentioned. 
Instead of proposals to benefit the great material interests of the 


Province, the Opposition offer direct legislation, women's franchise, 
etc, 


Premier Roblin concluded, as he so often did, by dismissing the 
Liberals as “a party of fads and fancies,” The above address is important 
in that it clearly points to the growing isolation of political attitudes 
held by staid practical men like R, P, Roblin who were committed to achiev- 
ing material prosperity and development, for whom the growing concern for 
social and political reforms were alien, The years between 1910 and 1914 
had brought an increased growth in reform-minded groups, The reform- 
mindedness of older agencies like the Grain Growers’ Association prompted 
them as well, to desert the Conservative Party. Many of these "radical” 
groups supported the Liberals in this campaign, as we will indicate, but 
only as a temporary measure in hopes of bringing down the Roblin machine 
to make room for the desired reforms. Since the Liberals had failed of 
such reforms in Ottawa, to establish an alternative to both Liberal and 


Conservative parties which would ensure such reforms would increasingly 
000 ————— 


2 MFP, June 27, 1914, p. 20. 
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become the goal. But third party or non-partisan concerns were yet 
to be realized and had just begun to be articulated in media like the 
Grain Growers’ Guide, 


Telephones. 


Premier Roblin seemed correct in his claim that the Liberals were 
not addressing themselves to the management or even constitution of most 
government projects. Some debate ensued over the telephone system, how- 
ever, The Free Press complained of high rates and poor service, making 
reference to a 1912 investigation which showed political manipulation, 
factionism, incompetence and graft in the administration of the system. 
While Mr, Roblin cited figures to show that the cost per telephone of the 
Manitoba takeover from Bell was considerably cheaper than in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, T,. C. Norris reminded the electorate that the difference was 
that Saskatchewan's service was new and Manitoba's old. Mr. Norris also 
informed electors that Saskatchewan telephone costs were higher only 
because they covered three times the long-distance mileage of Manitoba 
and included $400,000 worth of poles given over to municipalities, 


"Partisan Administration": The Key Issue. 


General charges of partisan administration and extravagant expend- 
itures were the more hotly debated matters in 1914, and cases a-plenty 
could be cited on both sides. Premier Roblin's inclination to pride his 
government for increased expenditures on governnent projects was met by 
Norris and his Liberals who complained of government expenditures which 
Vastly outstripped population growth. Mr. Norris referred to monies 
turned over to the Winnipeg Telegram as the “party bill." He spoke of a 
seven million dollar public debt growing to nineteen millions in Mr, 
Roblin's hands, and all this hidden by dishonest accounting mreceaurses 
errno 
| 3 MFP, June 27, 1914, p. 20; and July 4, 1914, p. 4, 

4 Tbid., June 30, 1914, p. 4. 
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Mr. Roblin replied to the Norris attack by claiming that the journals of 
the House would show that T. C. Norris had never raised his voice against 

a single expenditure proposed. Mr. Roblin denied that the provincial 

‘debt was any more than three million dollars grown to five, and that growth 
strictly for the building of the new Parlianent ulldings.? 


Rumors circulated in regard to those same parliament buildings 
to the effect that some serious sraft was afoot, and oppositionists 
complained bitterly of the increased costs over original estinates of 
most government puke tive 


One of the most serious evidences of a partisan use of funds was 
the deployment of $93,000 worth of public works’ funds in the Gimli 
constituency in a 1913 by-election. The case was the most widely-used 
example of what opponents of the Roblin administration meant by abusive 
partisanship. So much “expended in this one district in one sunner while 
farmers elsewhere in the Province have been waiting for years for some 
assistance to enable them to get to market,” said T, C. Norris in his 
Manifesto of June 20th.’ 


Premier Roblin replied with his characteristic boldness as he 
spoke to a group of railwaymen: "I'm proud of it because it helped 500 
families which we put in there--20,000 souls. I will spend $200,000 to 
help the 100,000 people I expect to put in the — Pam ete 


The long list of charges against the administration, many of 
them proven in court (some during the campaign) included the plugging of 
voting lists; use of the Telegram for party purposes so that no opposition 
ads would be accepted; demanding contributions from contractors in return 
for reward of contracts; buying of votes; use of judges, prison officials, 


hotel-keepers, returning officers, liquor license inspectors and immi- 


Se 


5 MFP, July 3, 1914, p. 8. 


6 See Jackson, Centennial History, p. 182 and McWilliams, 
Manitoba Milestones, p. 196. 
. 7 GAR (1914), pp. 591-923; and MFP, June 22, 1914, p. 4, 

8 MFP, June 29, 1914, p. 4. 
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gration officers to buy votes and prejudice voting lists and practices 
in favor of the Roblin Government.” 


9 Consider the following description of the 1914 campaign and 
government corruption: “After receiving the contract for the construction 
of the Manitoba Agricultural College, one firm had to contribute $22,500 
to the Conservative war chest. Generous distributions of liquor and money 
would send out hordes of men to vote at a number of polling booths under 
different names, There were many names to go around for them-~-one voters’ 
list contained seventeen residents on a vacant lot. To forestall Liberal 
complaints on election day, the government cancelled the licenses of those 
Justices of the Peace who happened to be Liberal, Another stratagem was 
the changing of F, J, Dixon's telephone number at campaign headquarters 
on election day. A needed redistribution of seats was completed, but the 
city of Winnipeg with one-third of the province's population was quite 
under-represented with six seats out of forty-nine. The only two Con- 
servatives to lose their seats with the 1914 redistribution had happened 
to vote against the government on one of the rare occasions when such a 
thing occurred." (Orlikow, "Reform Movement," p. 58.) 

T. Peterson in his “Ethnic and Class Politics in Manitoba," Canadian 
Provincial Politics: The Party Systems of the Ten Provinces, ed. by Martin 
Robin (Scarborough, Ont.: Prentice-Hall of Canada, Ltd., 1972), p. 74, 
cites two interesting examples of the plugging of voters’ lists during 
the 1914 campaign. The first was investigated by the Free Press in the 
Interlake village of Komarno during voter registration, "Wasyl Krucekowski 
appears again on the same list as Wasyl Kluczkowski,,.Alex Cymbaluk 
blossomed forth twice as Alex Cvbulak, John Blowatczuk admitted that he 
Was on the list again as John Glavacz, Leon Ukramik was first on the list 
as Leon Szpakowski...there were dozens of others like him. A large 
measure of the credit for this is freely given to F, S. Szablewski the 
debonair land inspector, whose success in ‘organizing’ is giving him a 
‘stand-in! with the bosses of the Conservative machine." (Originally cited 
in MFP, May 21, 1914.) 

The second example also comes from the Free Press (June 27, 1914.) 

“The wildest excitement prevails among the Indians,,,over the election 
Campaign, On Thursday, the whole thing was made plain by the arrival from 
Winnipeg of a party of expert naturalization and registration operators, 
who explained that the scheme is to put through bogus naturalization 
Papers making the Indians citizens." 

"One group will have their faces darkened and will be naturalized and 
Tegistered as Hudson's Bay Railway sleeping car conductors; other groups 
Will be naturalized as newcomers to this country from continental Europe." 

Two cases which resulted in conviction and/or confession of wrong-doing 
Were the confession of John J. Pickerszill that he as a Liquor License Depart- 
ment employee had made fake affadavits acting under omlers of the Assistant 
Chief License Inspector and charges were also upheld against a police con- 
Stable, a clerk and two lawyers in an attempt to arrange an escape for 
Convicted murderer John Krafchenko, who had previously been of service to 
the Conservative Party. See MFP June 30, 1914, p. 13 and CAR (1914), 

Pp. 605-606, at 
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The Conservative Telegran attempted to “pooh-pooh" such charges 
and proffer counter-charges particularly of plugged voters’ lists and 


extensive use of Saskatchewan “Liberal machine narierees’: 


The Roblin administration had been roundly condemned for its 
practices. A Liberal Party convention had spelled out the charges of 
"partisan administration" as the first plank in its election platforn, 


The present Government of Manitoba merits the condemnation of the 
people of the Province because it has been inefficient, extravagant 
and partisan in administration; it has governed the Province for the 
benefit of individuals; it has diverted to party uses a large and 
growing proportion of grants for public purposes; it has manipulated 
for partisan purposes the constituencies of the Province so as to 
deprive many of them of the basis of approximately equitable rep- 
resentation in the Legislature; in the face of positive and definite 
charges made by members of the Legislature on the floor of the House 
it has refused to grant any inquiry into such charzes; it has re- 
peatedly violated the British tradition of justice, having a sub- 
servient magistracy and Provincial police, utilized the processes of 
law for partisan purposes; it has instigated and encouraved political 
corruption and used the Civil Service for that end; it has condoned 
political crimes and has fostered and protected drinking dives and 
gambling resorts under the guise of clubs... 


In his election nanifesto T. C, Norris had warned the electors of 
what seemed to him “the most serious problem" to be faced by Manitobans: 
“whether or not domination of public affairs bv machine rule shall continue," 
Mr. Norris claimed that lone vears in office had surrounded the governnent 
with "an organized sang of political workers who have frown bold in their 
manipulation of matters pertaining to elections and patronage." He then 
questioned how long Manitobans of whatever political persuasion would 
"stand for rule by this machine." He concluded: "It has become the domi- 
nating influence in our political life, Is it your wish that we should 
have five years more of it? This is not a question of party. I appeal 
to all right thinking citizens--Conservatives, Independents, and Liberals, 


alike, to sweep this organization out of existence..,I call upon the true 


ANNES ed 


10 The Telegran, (Winnipeg), June 13 and July 9, 1914, as 
Cited in CAR (1914), pp. 605-606, . 


11 As cited in CAR (1914), p. 589. 
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citizenship of Manitoba to clean up the mess that exists in this 
province, "7 


As the campaign progressed Mr. Norris spoke of the “abundance 
of evidence” that the "energies and activities of a political machine 
such as has never before existed in Canada” was in operation. Norris 
spoke of an “army of civil servants...carrying on their nefarious work 
in every constituency in the province," The Grain Growers’ Guide 
joined the attack by claiming; 


The time has come when the best interests of the Province will be 
served by retiring the Roblin Governnent from power. It has been 
accused, and with some reason, of dissipating the resources of the 
Province by selling large areas of public lands to political friends 
at much less than their value; it has used the machinery intended 
for the enforcement of law to persecute political opponents and to 
shield its own tools; it has employed the officials of the Civil 
Service, particularly of the Liquor Licence Department and the 
Department of Public Works to bribe and debauch the electorate and 
it has proved itself the friend of the saloon-keepers. 14 


Other Major Perennial Issues (1) Hducation. 


There were four other major issues all of which were highly 
contentious, province-wide and somewhat perennial in nature: temperance 
legislation, women's suffrage, direct legislation and several education 
matters which re-opened that volatile subject, 


Dealing with the last-mentioned issue first we discover that the 
1914 campaign produced contention on several matters: compulsory schooling, 
bi-lingualism in school, and double-taxation for Catholics. The "Coldwell 
amendments" of 1912 which attempted to remove double-taxation and legis- 
late allowance for bi-lingual teachers whenever numbers warranted, were 
also contentious. 

Liberal spokesnen charged that the Coldwell amendnents had been 
eer ncenemeencas 
12 MFP, June 22, 1914, p. 4. 
Poerbid. July 6," L914, py 2% 
14 Grain Growers’ Guide, July 8, 1914, as cited in CAR (1910), 
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passed in connection with the boundary extensions to appease Quebeckers, ? 
Joseph Bernier's presence in the Roblin cabinet (the first French member 
since 1899) was similarly described as a sop to French-Catholic feeling. © 
It was apparent to many that the amendment would legalize the “segregation 
of school children according to religious belief" by allowing a Catholic 
teacher for every class of forty Catholic children, and where all classes 
in a school were so numbered the entire school would be under the 
jurisdiction of Catholic teachers, and, hence, would be a separate school." 
Needless to say, such a development quickly brought Manitoba Orangemen 
back into the Liberal canp. The Orange Sentinel of July 2, 1914 credited 
T, C, Norris with having saved the province from separate schools. The 
statement was made as Messrs, Norris and Roblin argued over whether the 
latter had attempted to get the former's assistance to restore minority 
rights. Premier Roblin denied that he had ever made any such Eo eenpte 


Mr. Roblin's statenent on the Coldwell amendments, a cop: of which 
was forwarded to the Orange Crand Master, defended the anendments on the 
grounds that they were meant to assist the Winnipeg Public Schools Ret? 
Grand Master W, T, Edgecombe was dissatisfied with the government reply 
and stated publicly: 


My position is that members of the Orange Order in the province should 
vote only for those candidates who will give a straight unequivocal 
pledge to vote for the repeal of the Coldwell amendments. I stand for 
the repeal of the school law amendments of 1912, a national non- 
sectarian school svsten, and the abolition of bi-lingualisn, 20 


The Conservative Edgecombe was now echoing the official Liberal 
Party position which also called for repeal of the amendments, commitment 


to a National school system, enactment of a compulsory education law and 


15 MFP, June 23, 1914, p. 13. 
16 Letter signed "ABC". MFP, June 9, 1914, p. 14, 


17 Le Manitoba (St, Boniface, Manitoba), March 19, 1913, as 
Cited in MFP, June 23, 1914, p. 13. Le Manitoba was considered 3ernier's 
newspaper, 


18 CAR (1914), pp. 603-604, and MFP, June 20, 1914, p. 12. 
19 CAR (1914), p. 595-596. 
pO MEP, July*3, 1914, p. 1. 
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"strict enforcement of a provision making imperative the thorough teach- 
ing of the English language in every public school and making impossible 
the employment of teachers not qualified to impart such inetrucht one aie 


The gradual accumulation of rights by way of Premier Roblin's 
"liberal" administration of policies and principles that his government 
had not originally legislated, together with the Norris position outlined 


above, caused an understandable reaction bv French-Catholics. 


La Liberté, one of Archbishop Langevin's Catholic journals, 
addressed electors as follows; 


Let us vote in our national and religious interests. In the present 
fight this transcends all other considerations--women's suffrage, 
direct legislation, ban the bar, etc. Let us vote against those 

who would diminish the rights we have regained during the past few 
years, Let us vote against those whofind that we teach too much 
French and maintain too stronzlv a Catholic atmosphere in our 
schools. 

Hence, while the Liberals were attenpting to sain Conservative 
and Orange support on these education questions they were in danger of 
losing the support of national minorities, and more than just the French- 
Catholics, The German language paper Der Nordwestern carried a note from 
Plum Coulee where Liberal candidate Valentine Winkler of the Mordern and 
Rhineland constituency was said to fear the “abolition of the Geman 
language, as planned by the Liberal leader, Norris,” did nota al suit local 
Mennonites, The report explained this fear as being “whv Winkler is try- 
ing to get the English vote in the new part of the constituency, formerly 
Mordern, for he will lose the German vote." "The English voters are 
naturally very pleased,” the report concluded, “when he fvinkler] tells 


them that the Liberals will abolish the German language when thev come 
to power, "> 


The Minister of Education “Seorge Coldwell claimed that “English 


(a 


21 CAR (1914), p. 598. From the Norris reply to Orangemen 
Yepresentations, 


22 As contained in MFP, July 9, 1914, p. 4. 


23 As cited in MFP, July 2, 1914, p. 11. Both the 'krainian 


Voice and Der Nordwestern claimed the Free Press advocated abolition of 
ngualisn, : 
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is taught efficiently in the 3i-lingual schools....™ He noted that 

there were “some teachers...better than others" no matter what the lan- 
guage or school. He claimed that "as efficient teachers...as can be got" 
were being recruited for bi-lingual schools and he found “most gratifying 
progress...being made in many of them--especially the German and French 
schools.” He also found “a strong desire to learn the #nzlish language 
on the part of teachers in Ruthenian and Polish eaneolsS? 


Most observers, at the time and since, claim that Premier Roblin 
handled school attendance bv truant officers rather than compulsory 
attendance legislation because the latter would certainlv have offended 
the minorities, Liberals demanding such legislation called truant 
officers party workers, and decried the shortage of legislation to deal 
with the matter. 


The Conservative response was most colorfully portraved in a 
full-page party advertisement in Winnipeg papers which asked, in reference 
to compulsory education: 


Where is education as free and as zood as here? Where are schools to 
compare with those of Winnipeg? or our flag-topped cabins of the cross- 
trail? Remember, Winnipeg is a polvglot of peoples; Manitoba is an 
amalgam of mankind in the making. Must we thrust the mailed fist of 
Gaesar down the throats of those whom we invite to our shores?72) 

So by the simple avoidance of legislation the Roblin Government 


Was able to hold on to support via the education issues. 


Major, Perennial Issues (2) Temperance. 


Perhaps, something of the same approach prevailed in the area of 
temperance matters. The position of the Roblin Government was to en- 
courage local option votes which would result in total prohibition in a 


Biven locality when a vote favored it during «unicipal elections, 
—— 


24 CAR (1914), p. 602. The Ruthenians were Little Russians from 
& region bordering the Jkraine, at one time autonomous and at a later 
Stage a province of Czechoslovakia. 


eo MPP, July 9, 1914) p, 11. 
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Theoretically, Premier Roblin could boast, and he did, the toughest leg- 
islation in the country of this kind. It demanded only a simple majorit. 
in favor of banning liquor traffic locall’, rather than the two-thirds 
majority demanded in other provinces. Temperance opponents were quick to 
remind electors that not a single local option vote had been carried from 
1910 to 1914 because of legal technicalities enmploved in defence of 
liquor interests, Hence, the large number of agencies opposing the 
"liquor traffic" proposed to "ban the bar,™ putting an end to bar-room 
drinking and the dubious "clubs" which seemed productive of drunkeness, 
prostitution and illegal anne. Field-Secretary Aylward of the Social 
Services Committee explained the "ban the bar” movement in a letter to 
the Free Press. His argument was that a means of cancelling licenses was 


the way to abolish bar-roons.~" 


Nellie L. McClung co-founder of the Political Equality League 
which also supported the "ban the bar" demand, pointed to the weaknesses 
of the local option program, Seventy-two such votes had been defeated on 
technicalities and voting had not been limited to local residents, she 
Bharced,-° Others pointed to the increase in liquor licenses granted, an 
increase from 177 to 290 since Premier Roblin's taking office, Mr. Norris 
claimed ;~” while Methodist Church spokesmen for the province noted an 


increase in club licences from one to twenty-one, The same churchmen, in 


26 Under the umbrella of the Social Service Council of Manitoba, 
with its outspoken field secretary Robert Aylward and president Dr. C. W. 
Gordon, were to be found: the Protestant churches and all of their 
associated Sunday or “Sabbath Schools” and Christian Endeavor Societies, 
the temperance societies, the Trades and Labour Congress and the Grain 
Growers’ Association, and other groups. 


27 His explanation read in part: "...where there is a license a 
bar is established, and a bar is protected. If...a way can be found by 
which the license can be cancelled the bar ceases to be, and the bar is 
abolished and the place where it now is will be placed exactly on the 
Same level as the place where it is now not, That is what is meant, and 
that is all that is meant, by the ‘abolition of the bar’." MFP, 

June 29, 1914, p, 11. , 


28 MFP, Julv 7, 1914, p. 9. 
29 TIbid., June 30, 1914, ov. 41. 
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a manifesto to the electors, urged elimination of party preferences in 
favor of the principles presented by T. C. Norris, i.e., “both an 
improved Local Option law and the banish-the-bar Referendum, "> 


But it was Nellie McClung who pleaded the temperance case most 
eloquently, In later writings she would admit that she and her comrades 
were convinced that wonen would bring a finer moral sense to the liquor 
traffic question, There seems little doubt, as well, that opponents of 
prohibition recognized the potential support for prohibition that a 
female voice might have. One of Mrs, Weslev McClung’s most forceful 
appeals during the campaign asked women what thev thourht of the liquor 
traffic, The true flavor of the campaign is not complete without her 
nasterful oratory, 


Speak up Ladies? Tell us what you think of it. ‘‘ou’ve had sone 
experience with it. Has it been a friend to vou and vour children? 
Has it gladdened vour hearts or brightened vour homes; has it helped 
you.:in the battles of life; has it made your life sweeter and better 
and more noble for vou or anv of vour family? Come forward and tell 
us, Ladies. Has it respected your womanhood; has it reverenced the 
purity of your children; has it protected you fron insult and wrong; 
has it listened to vour pleadings; has it ever spared the widow's son 
out of pity for his mother? Well, then, what do vou owe to the liquor 
traffic, and the Government which protects and defends it. We owe 

the liquor traffic our unchangeable bitterest hatred, and for the men, 
self-styled chivalrous men who defend this createst enen: of our home, 
we aan have nothing but scorn, 


She continued this particular address at Melita ov attacking the 
bar-room and defending the involvement of women in the political issues 
of the dav, such involvement being itself at issue, 


Perhaps vou don't like to hear a woman talk politics, Well, I'm not 
speaking for myself tonizht or in my own strength. I feel that I'm 
speaking for an innumerable army of women whose lives have been 
darkened, whose hopes have been defeated, whose homes have been ruined 
by the open bar room, and if I seem to speak boldly on these matters 
it is because I cannot forzet the injury that has been and is being 
done to the women and children in this province, and T feel that I an 
speaking for them. Sone say a woman should not take part in politics, 
some say women are invading politics. It is not so, Politics have 
invaded our sphere, We are acting on the defensive, It is nota 

new thing for women to defend their home and their children, The cave- 
dwelling women fought the wild beasts that prowled about at night, and 


So 


30 MFP, June ary 1914, Pe 5. 
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though through luxury and ease and the softening effect of 
civilization some of us may have lost this courage of our grand- 
mothers, still the throb of the old blood is in us yet, and in the 
great struggle which concerns the happiness of our children, it 

will not be said of us that we showed the white feather. What do 

we care for criticism or slander or ridicule from our opponents? 

We expect it and welcome it. It convinces us that we are doing 
something, and we will not cease from our political activities until 
the last poll is closed on the 10th of Julv, We mav win, or we 

may lose, but in either case we must work, and if it is 

appointed that we will go down to defeat, let us be found in the last 


ditch, 31 
In response to such widespread and highlv articulate criticisms 
of the Roblin Government on this issue equally astute platform rebuttals 
were called for. The party made good use of the services of Arthur 
Meighen, then M.P, for Portage La Prairie, Mr. Meighen claimed any 
failure of the “most drastic local option law of anv province in Canada” 
was due to partisan judses appointed by the former Liberal Government 


in Ottawa who had raised the technicalities preventing implementation of 
2 
the act.> 


Premier Roblin claimed that the “ban the bar" approach to 
prohibition would substitute the bottle for the glass and hinder his 
temperance reform which, his stalwarts claimed, prohibited liquor sales 
in eighty per cent of the province. "To close bars," the Premier argued, 
"opening up instead numerous wholesale places, would, in my opinion, be 
@ retrograde step. Close the bars and the wholesale houses too; that is 
the thing and where that is the intention I am with you,” he told a 
deputation from the Social Service Council.” Roblin believed that 
direct legislation, as the other half of the "ban the bar" proposal, 


would be equally responsible for the demise of his temperance achievements. 


Then the robust Premier went to the attack. Since the Methodist 
Conference meeting in Winnipeg had supported the Liberal principles, as 


We indicated above, Mr. Roblin claimed, "The only wav to explain their 
ee eee 


31 MFP, June 22, 1914, vp. 5. 
32 Ibid., June 26, 1914, p. 2, and June 29, 1914, p. 9. 
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action...is to believe that a political deal has been made by Mr, 

Norris with the Liberal parsons of the Methodist Church.” In all 

too characteristic fashion he interpreted the Methodists’ claims that he 
was acting as a defender of the big liquor interests as follows: 


That the Methodist conference should undertake to injure me, 
persecute me, I may say, is not without parallel. The Savior 

of Mankind was persecuted by one Saul of Tarsus and there is no 
question but that he was zealous, and still on the way to Damascus 
the scales suddenlv fell off his eves...I hope that the scales that 
have blinded the Grit parsons of the Methodist Church will fall from 
their eyes before the election day. 

The Premier also charged that the Liberals lacked a fixed temper- 
ance policy. His own government did have a definite policy, he said, 
and that was, "...total prohibition by wav of Local Option as fast as 
public opinion will support it. We have nothing to add or take away 
from that. Our opponents have no policy. The man who tells vou that 
the Liberal Party, as a party, is committed to anv policy whatever on 


Temperance, makes a statement that is absolutely untrue, "> 


If the Free Press was correct about the Liberal Party platform 
its tactics were to avoid "a fixed policy" which would only divide the 
party over the issue and limit its chances of victory, By leaving the 
question as a non-partisan matter of conscience any party could use local 
option votes and referenda while still appealing to both pros and ee 


But once again, as W. L. Morton so astutelyv notes, "The temperance appeal 


33 CAR (1914), p. 598. 
34 MFP, June 18, 1914, p. 13. 
35 CAR (1914), p. 601, and MFP, June 16, 1914, p. 1. 


36 The Free Press noted editorially: "If, in short, the Liberal 
Party in Manitoba were to do as the temperance leaders ask, it would in 
the coming election poll neither the full temperance vote nor the full 
Liberal vote, thus reducing its present reasonably good chance of victory. 
On the other hand, if it retains the full Liberal strength and offers to 
the temperance leaders a means of earlv victory (if their estimate of 
the strength of their cause is correct) should it not be able to command 
@ sufficient volume of support to ensure victory?" March 2, 1914, p. ll. 
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to conscience posed dangers for the partv system and prepared the way 
for that political independence in the electorate out of which a third 
party was to arise, ">" 


We have already noted the non-partisan appeal which T, Cy 
Norris made in regard to replacing an altogether too "partisan adninis- 
tration.” Such appeals were, in fact, in evidence on all the major 
issues of this campaign, 


Major, Perennial Issues: (3) Electoral Reform. 


As indicated earlier the demand for women's suffrage was very 
much related to the demand for temperance reform and the conviction that 
women could make the difference, The place of wonen and a new "floating 
vote” is the other key factor which W. L. Morton links with the rise of 
non=-partisanship and the viabilitv of third parties, 


The Liberal Partv favored granting women the right to vote and 
‘in convention promised to “enact a measure providing for equal suffrage, 
upon it being established by petition that this is desired by adult women 
to a number equivalent to fifteen per cent of the vote cast at the pre- 
ceding general election in this a See The party was greatly aided 
by a nunber of groups proposing the women's vote, the most vociferous 
being Nellie McClung'’s Political Equality League. This small but 
dynamic body confronted Premier Roblin on several notable occasions in 
1914 and concluded that the Premier himself was the biggest block to 
women's suffrage in Manitoba, 


Mr. Roblin argued that women's suffrage took women out of the 
home, increased divorce and was often not used once won, as indicated 
in the United States. He claimed that he shared the concern of women 
On the temperance issue and linked women's suffrage and direct legislation 
&s potential hindrances of temperance reforn since they would conceivably 
imperil the local option movement, He spoke patronizingly to the women 
ee ee 

37 W. L. Morton, The Progressive Party in Canada erento 
‘University of Toronto Press, 1950), p. 30. 

38 As cited in CAR (1914), p. 590. 
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of the province, 


---don’t be alarmed ladies; I'll take care of temperance 
protection. Don't be afraid. I'11 hold what we have until we 
march on to the goal of prohibition through local option, Women 
do you know that in those states where women have votes and where 
there is direct legislation, one out of everv seventeen marriages 
ends in divorce? 


Speaking of women's suffrage, direct legislation and "ban the 
bar" as Liberal "fads" designed to get the Socialist vote, the Premier 
spoke of the Crits as having 


-. consolidated these fads to overcome Roblin and his 3ritish 

ideals and Roblin stand for prohibition. That's whv I, over 60 

vears of age, have to go over the country to warn people. TI have 
reached the age to enjoy private life, but I love mv country and will 
exhaust my physical perencth to protect my province from the menace 
that hangs over it, 


Nellie McClung had ample evidence from previous meetings with 
Premier Roblin that he would continue to regard support for women's 
suffrage by Conservatives a vote of want of confidence in his adminis- 
tration, and she raised this point repeatedly as she characteristically 
parodied Mr, Roblin’s responses to women's suffrage and direct 
legislation, | 


Sir Rodmond Roblin deals with the Liberal platform in a high handed 
way, Very kindly, he does al] the thinking for his party; of course, 
there are some of his followers who haven't got much to think with. 
But the Premier deals with direct legislation, for example, like 
this: Direct Legislation--un-3ritish; unconstitutional; exhibit A 
Oregon long ballot, ridiculous. Then women suffrage--leads to 
divorce; don't believe in it; nothing doine. That settles wonan 
suffrage, 

It does not matter to Sir Rodmond that five million women are 
voting in the States; that nine States have adopted it; that Norway, 
Sweden, Iceland, Finland, Australia, New “ealand have enfranchised 
women; that such men endorsed it as Lincoln, Llovd George, and Sir 
Rdward Grev, ‘3ut none of those men ever put in fourteen years as 
Premier of Manitoba. 


F, J, Dixon the first indevendent spokesman for Labor to be 
elected, as he would be in 1914, was perhaps the leading proponent of 
direct legislation. Dixon claimed that for Premier Roblin it really was 


the main issue of the campaign. 


40 MFP, July 7, 1914, p. 9. 


Heese pntidys Lac! aces eey 
TER DRS NTO CN SRR ne isa sini 


ae De aS (here 


io | Tae end, ie ; 
A rk tie 4 oe 
die ee Oe ee A Nath ee Pol 
Ahem ve pe at WRN ne FL 48 


Ligh ean St he a heel 
uF Tey (ie Cr 


hie grgitas wh Yala eka ca | _aicinahiieg: vaten: ftiead t 
a tie Wd Gee, HAR oa at outismen: itiww oa 
of abweee shee me tan | 8 tye a eowksi 

weet igen eon nate, dbeeaent thoy, ena. hon ber: aes 

vant S ‘ ves ah bane He ae 2 Saal ba peat ane 


Mts } a 


eal: oad Sea rorsaly Lakota ? 
pea ay ew Pree atel Te nt gett er Ruts 
BS hie Say oot — 3 ms #* ewe! r ie e's oe 
aN” 9 aes RNaAD: ota , ube Laka ey ToL news 8 
i read had Lit eaoiel ae FT hnca wires g ie 
a ei aM a nar to idl ade ‘eat peuodeok btn! Obed art 
= whehtyt Ny RAP aT es ait ee aetttton: yh ah, evel Leg i 


tou RONGLY sR ome berber “tele malik sot 
Seiten re "a Veh rer Cia ty bat aerate machine Sarit paodase ‘ott 
F cian hs oy Ahiw astas® we gah Sart Fist shih s yhaato e 
aN ula)) Ett wg steam ry ti Hh en dekie seat ’ 

RY 6 eA Are, aie enory Ww SHO ML, fur 


f 


se Ne fe | BF tanh i) 


og eek ete cet op aaa Nnopbrabot feat aad root” +4 1 
L Mian 2 Sete pes’ aR % ‘wee held Kas Betton pee ‘iE f nk ad biuow add BL 
” Aris ‘are hk hte om? nem Lave senate bpsketa Host ‘aottatet 
if vanbarrese pett Bs) sap, 


ibe 
at 
! 
ee ot ; 
vr bt — 
t a e@ in’ i ab 
‘ : 
. Ni 
a enn 
et ata 
th 
is 


262 


Dixon would continue to receive official Liberal support as he 
had done in the 1910 campaign since the party and this reform-minded 
independent were in splendid agreement on most major matters like direct 
legislation. Mr. Norris in his manifesto had declared: 


We are living in a democratic age and we have democratic institutions, 
Our government is founded on the principle that laws are made for the 
people and that the people rule. Occasionally those who are called 
to our legislative councils conceive the idea that the making and the 
unnaking of law should centre in themselves and that the people should 
not be consulted, With this view I have absolutely no s*npathy. I 
hold that the people of our Province who, after all, are the real 
rulers should have the right at all times by a properly expressed 1 
vote to decide on the making or unmaking of law if thev so desire. 
The Grain Growers’ Guide of June 24th reiterated the importance 
of the issue by claiming that”the great issue of the election is Direct 
legislation--including the proposal to hold a special Referendum on the 
question of banishing the bar--and while The Guide has no desire to 
support either political party, we cannot refrain from pointing out that 
the Grain Growers' Association at every convention during the past four 


years has affirmed and re-affirmed its belief in Direct Meetelation, °° 


Mr, Roblin blamed recent unemploynent, economic depression and 
general unrest in the United States on what he called "the logical results 
of the fads and fancies of United States pouermeiene He read with 
particular relish from a letter of @, H. G. G. Hay, long-time Liberal 
and member of Manitoba's first legislature, in which Mr. Hay opined that 
direct legislation was "not in accord with responsible, representative, 
governnent," “It strikes at the foundation of our 83ritish svstem,” 
said the heuer? Then Premier Roblin joined Mr. Meighen in his concern 
that responsible representation would be lost. 


A Gladstone or a Disraeli would be no more than a Ton Johnson in the 
Legislature where Direct Legislation was in operation, What will it 


 . J as 
4. MFP, June 22, 1914, p. 4. 
42 As cited in CAR (1914), p. 588. 
43 MFP, June 26, 1914, p. 2. 
44 CAR (1914), p. 573. 
45 MFP, July 3, 1914, p. 8; and CAR (1914), p. 601. 
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lead to? No man can tell. It may mean a re-arranging and re- 
distribution of property and of interests in this Province that 
will chloroform enterprise, that will smother industry, that will 
clog the wheels of progress. It is not only an astounding but an 
alarming proposition to be made in a Province such as ours and I 
call upon every Canadian and every 3ritisher to rally against this 
invasion. If that law is passed the Legislature will not amount to 
as much as a municipal council--the new members being simply 
instruments to carry out the directions of theorists and faddists,“© 
T. C, Norris, Fred Dixon and supporters of direct legislation saw 
it as a mere safeguard or reserve power, "Why not one ballot on woman 
suffrage, banish the bar and compulsory education. Was that not a simple 
practical way of settling those questions?” they asked. "Was that not 


an effective way of finding out the will of the people?" 


To Premier Roblin's contention that direct legislation was un-~ 
realistic, not to mention un-British, Dixon pointed to the many groups 
who gave it support and who could make it work in matters like prohibition. 
He cited British leaders who supported direct legislation and noted that 
even the Conservative Telegram had remarked that an election was in reality 
an imperfect forn of referendun,/’7 


Speaking to his, largely labor, constituents in Winnipeg Center, 
Dixon said “whereas under present conditions the labor men were usually 
able to get some small concessions from the governnent just before an 
election, under direct legislation they would be able to get what they 
wanted all the time," 


In a full page party advertisement Winnivee Conservatives said 
of direct legislation and contentions that it would resolve outstanding 


issues; 


There is not a government on the face of the earth so directly and 
quickly responsive to the genuine wishes of its people as this? 

Has art ever improved the temples of Greece? Is British Government 
a failure? Your Government has never refused you any progressive 
reform measure that was dictated by genuine public opinions and 
backed by good business judgement. 7 


en cae Somme NESE OSS 


. 46 From his Carman address of June 15, 1914, as cited in 
CAR (1914), p. 603, 


47 MFP, June 30, 1914, p. 4. 
48 MFP, July 1, 1914, p.. 10. 
49 MFP, July 9, 1914, p. 11. 
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And with such calls to patriotism the Roblin Conservatives 
attempted to stave off the growing movement of reform in pre-war 1914, 


Minor and Local Issues. 


There were many other issues in this lively campaign but they 
were truly second-rate compared to those already dicussed, F, J. Dixon 
seemed close to citizens of Winnipeg Center when he pronised support of 
improvenents in the Workmen's Compensation Act, and Factory Inspection 
Act, abolition of child labor, the enforcement of a previously legislated 
fair wages clause in all government contracts, and the substitution of 
a petition signed by a stipulated number of electors in place of the 
$200 deposit at elect ionasey 


The Governnent's railway policy went unscathed although Liberals 
reminded electors that it was the Railway Commission and not the provincial 


government which was responsible for freight rates, reduced or otherwise. 


The dream of the H83R continued and as the railwav made its way 
through The Pas and other northern centers, three deferred elections in 
Manitoba's "new north” became a. bitter battleground to woo railwaymen 
with "booze" and "boodle," 


While Conservatives and The Telegram charged that the northern 
areas, particularly around The Pas, were being flooded by "cargoes of 
booze and gangs of Grit heelers from Saskatchewan" reports came back to 
headline the front pages of the Free Press to the efffct that T, C, Norris 
and his Liberal campaigners had been prevented fron campaigning by a 
railway bridge blockade, The Telegran responded by saying the blockade 


Was intended to prevent Liberals from taking whiskey into construction 


Mr. Norris wrote back to Winnipeg with a different interpretation 


of events as he tried to canvass construction workers at The Pas, 
arate tin anenotaassetagnilienamstrguimenpseenip.sesrasemnaceumesidh 

50 MFP, July, 2924. oe 10, 

51 As cited in MFP, July 24, and 25, 1914, 
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I was anxious to go out along the line and personally inspect the 
ground, locate the whereabouts of the polls and meet the electors, 
Dr. 8. J, McConnell and myself made application for the privilege 
of running a gasoline car through the territory, I was positively 
refused that right, I then attempted to walk across the railway 
bridge and was met by a provincial constable who told me that if 
I crossed the bridge I was subject to a penalty of $200, 

"The bridge is closed and guarded at each end by four provincial 
government policemen," 

What the results of these tactics will be can easilv be imagined, 
What chance have we with polls away out in the bush and no 
scrutineers? There is no way to get into the territory except over 
the railroad, as there is not a road in the whole territory. We are 
kept here in The Pas like hens in a coon, I am putting the case very 
mildly, 

The Pas is full of government heelers and we are taunted on all 
hands with the advice that we might as well go home as we are not 
going to be allowed to go up the line and the election is over already, 
The Attorney-General smiles and says the blame rests with the Dominion 
Government so far as the embargo goes, Yesterday he and his lieuten- 
ants here were putting the blame on the Hudson Bay Railway Construction 
Company. The state of affairs here makes Tammany look like a kinder- 
garten, In all my experience I[ pave never known nor heard anything 
like it, (signed) T, C, Norris. 


And as RCMP and provincial police argued over who was in control 


of the area, the Liberal candidate "disappeared" two davs before the 


election and Conservative R, D. Orok was acclaimed elected, thus strength- 


ening Premier Roblin's narrow lead of two weeks earlier and ending one 


of the most ruthlesslv-fought campaigns in Manitoba's now illustrious 


history of provincial general elections, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1914, 


% b 

PARTY SEATS POPULAR POPULAR ae 

WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Conservatives 28 68,434 46,6 Seer 
Liberals 20 62,798 42,8 40.8 
Labour 1 9,214 6,3 2.0 
Socialist Party --, 5,970 4.0 -- 
Independents oe 570 4 ane 


Labour and Socialist Party vote in Winnives = 20.4 per cent. 
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Pawan 25, 191, p.1. 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUaS - 1914, 


Najor, Province-wide, 


1. Partisan Administration, (Charges of Corruption), 
(a) Excessive expenditures, 
(») Dishonest accounting, 
(c) Printing steal. (Specific), 
(a) Partisan civil servants. 
(e) "Boss-machine” workers. 
(f) Kick-backs, 
(¢) Plueged voters’ lists, 
(h) Vote-buying, 
(i) Rumors of graft re: Parliament buildings, (Speculative). 
(j) Public works spending in Gimli, (Specific), 


2. Temperance, (Social, Perennial), 
(a) Local option votes, 
(b) "Ban the Bar" movement, (Moral), 


3. lectoral Reform. (Liberal Left), 
(a) Direct legislation. 
(b) Female suffrage. (Sectional). 
(c) Women in politics, (Sectional, Liberal left). 


4, Wducation. 
(a) Compulsory education. 
(b) Bilingualism in schools, (Sectional). 
(c) Coldwell amendments, (Specific), 
(4) Double-taxation for Catholics, (Sectional). 


5. Telephone system, (Charges of Corruption). 
(a) High rates. 


(b) Poor service. 


(c) Incompetence and graft, 


Minor and Local. 


eee 
Improvements to Labor Legislation, (Left, Sectional), 
Vote-buying in Northern Manitoba. (Local, Temporary). 


ie 
ak tak: se 
ear ie y aks 
| a anaes ey aw 
es i) pe ge oat) iets 


267 


Tot eeucensesrer ere feu ‘zO[AT, 
mre (Fp) wos Big "S 
AG oS ae ee CO) 49148 LTE 
‘aDNOAD “LS 
Pa asa ars peat "6eOY 
age (Q) Ae POFL 
CS a GOH alata (7p) soy v'O 
‘SINGNAIO “LS 
we eee feun ‘soTM29g] 
6oz'T veeeee es Seong) OULLOVO "W "I 
sot (9) sormeg '¢ UH 
““GOVAINOG “LS 
Fo lesaontar teur ‘pyruogay 
on ee (9) weqUy “F 
268 0 CT) POON ‘oO'a 
“T1Tassnu 
er cer teur Koy 
OT UME Ss (74) adolf '¥ 
UL sas a ee (2) Aan I 
“dOOMNOOU 
i ee tens 'uO7 MAN 
ig. -paswese- (ry) undue} L 
zoe. nba (9) women “Ad 
“NITHOU 
Or eee feur ‘wOSI9y OW 
CO so: ((Q) suoyswiy “H “UORy 
GS05E fe ee (J) sosi9g dW VE 
‘aiuivad VI AOVLUOd 
Pee teas co tour “UIeYsZD 
Sth SS Tan (19) wos] TU 
TiS) eee (TY) IBGBID UYOS 
“MTIOTUON 
Bap ces oelgs RE teu ‘pate 
ee (pep snug ‘GV 
we (>) era‘. 't 
orc CD pated “af 
‘NIVLNOQOWN 
29% eee eeeesereeeee tour ‘quale 
So rare eS CD) KOON M, 
Bea ee ("D) ware ‘f 
“sTUHOK 


Fin Scop dean NC a four ‘20, X01A) 
1. ste (9) seddn.y “fA 
S10 ee CT) 3@PTIM A 
"ONVIGNIHU FV NaUGYUON 
OE Se rena ‘06491 
COGN eee (OD) WePPFAL OM 
Te cpoeecate ("]) woss9u5 “YD 
"VSOGAUNNIK 
0: wees A+ +s Per MOLIOW 
620'T (7) uwoeptacg ‘HT 
CO ((Q) MOO} f 
“NOLINVR 
67q ‘hu ‘uoey 
rah GOURD 7) 1OUEL VA 
Ry SeabeRons ok (‘Q) vozney “af 
"AAUGNVUGA VT 
+o ee a teur ‘BLION 
106 “C—Q) ApanDd “f° M 
(Peay ee CaN ae (7]) SION “OL 
“AN MOGSNVT 
(allege ok (mur pury mr) 
See QM (J) nosey d9KX “CO 
SE8nq “2 AT o3 (2) PHRBVD LE 
‘ACISaMVT 
89 seeeee ess re feo ‘sual MeT 
ogge Peers Crp) wpary W'S 
Bol “((CQ) aus HBT a41005) “OH 
KRANUVTILA 
Soatapectne Saas teur ‘ondezuo yy 
OR0ey Seca FA (7) mod MD 


190° °° CO) anBewoyy “HA YOR 
‘SMAUANY LS 7 NVNOGIDI 


poy “ee (-Q) preueg, “V 
aATUAU SI 
ees (eur ‘TjaTWODOW 
rN Ee (-D) uosTa#Ieg "M 
OL Ween ac (1) TewBODPW “HT 
‘V.LOIKVH 
65a Cs teu ‘ZuoljsuUy 
oo eae (7) HOYT “V 
us 007 (9) Buor|suLry *H “UOH 


‘sdidvu GNVUD 


VdOLINVE JO GONIAOUd, 


Pty CROBREOERD CIS faut ‘hayvorg 
Pry BoB SBS IES: (9) BOX | V 
oe ee Cry Ayo “AA 'f 
“dOOMNATD 
O67 Es ne teu ‘SuorsMy 
eF6 veeeeees es (a) uOTISUIg "g 
a Sk aaa (TP) Buonsuaay “MAE 
‘ANOLSCVIS 
CS es es feud ‘uosp[BAI0g L 
HAA, cocROR RE (puy) Aopeg “GL 
TOFU eo ({r]) uosseuor “SA 
Chg et aa ((Q) BOBPEAIOY TL, “S 
‘YIAIS 
isl | eSRUDEAE Oe feud ‘saqanyy 
geese Soe (q) peez0ys ‘a 'D 
Ve (2D) sequnyy “S 


‘SNIWId LUAGMD 


op tite regi wopPRaoW 

= aes Ca oth) 

$001: ee (-O) bepPtAPW "HC 

‘NOSUTKA 

3 PARE nER eer t 

Wem (CP4Y) PAPAL SU 

eel wii (77) YOUTH DL 

Sy Daa pci (-O) oun se CH 
‘GOOMK1E 

A TSI soticen 

~ ase (a) uae 

Wel (2D) SIGOUU Ais “UOH 
“"NIUAAA 

SSaeecrrerenS heen 

$66 <9 FI CO) PPM MOE 

OES oes CT sawoqL su 
‘ANIVUOTAG 


ore Sieh fear ‘nourcyon¢gy 
Eee eeese ate eee 
as (oyeonneneeg an 
‘NIHdnYa 
Be ease aia: ears 
PEG oo caaees ie (71) ansUqO ‘tf 
OEP oe sbee-cuntere os ea rea 
‘SSHUdKO 
‘poy (9) eH -D 
‘NOSTAN ANY THHOUIHO 
Koos he oan ce rere KONObe 
Peete Alenwony-¥ 
Sean (CD AON AL 
‘NOTTIIUVO 
ee eer ipEpIeD 
ge Gaiety ac8 


L68'T °° CO) IPAPI9D UD “POH 
“ALIO NOGNVUE 


See oe ae 
eRe tes cies 
C68 ae (71) WpooTeye HE'D 
WILY 
Ba Siena saPuSp ACH 
weet hc pOoM ik 
COUT ae ((D) vepsoy Hf soH 
‘SNIWId TOdTILAVGE 
sig es 
Ue ee eee Co 
108 rsatteee 2 Man act 
Preareidecetany apt ee 
“VIOGINISSV 
eee rae Tal 
0 near ise (Sate y 
Oe cesar tMedudn ‘t 
“MOHLUV 
“FIGI ‘OT Aine 


‘Barjod {y Ajng ‘uoreurmon ‘F1G] ‘CT aang “UoIyNjossig 


‘SNOILOGIA IVUANAD VAOLINVIN 
SCIOD AUVINGAVITUVd 


eee 


| vas 


A 


Sf. one ae ; = =. rn — - = " 
j < = e anes a! ™ 4 Z a ay ED ; oa -— e,? © deen ema _ 
; 7) ene sae ° e Ss a Aiea Be ag 7 im akaiwbe aeed 
a a ae ei a er oe el-ar ae fe ey okey oe ve cow 


@ (och dene eta 


= q. -.2 


Ae Ree oy s io 
BOE. t Sh-wheasitV. Sekt, 


2 aaa Dees c= (i 7 
mt ietheesi ~.. eee ae 


268 


“TRL SUM ‘MOIZBUILTII’ 
PATPBAIISUOD AQ JUaM YOIYM seIoueNyysSu0D VoI74 343 
Aq pajuesoider 330A [e103 94y, “FeQ‘e] “syuepuedepuy 
Pus ‘g62‘Z9 s[eseqry ‘sez0A FEF‘RO Pol[od soyeprpuvo sat} 
“BAIOSUOD YYBITIYS Bq} ‘PIG JO SUOT}OVIa [BIaUEd ON} UY 
“1 ‘Ayofeur yuemmaisa0r, “1 z ‘pereqry {gz 
*(-4AOF) DATVAIASUOD ‘st “(CIE ‘2g YoLB,) o7ep ye sarjred 
a} JO ZuIpueys 04} ‘(ainyelsida] qip]1) yUeserd aq} UT 
“@AIBBAIOSUOD & PaTINjal Gorm ‘seg oyy, jo Aouenqys 
-U0d Aa 94} Jo UOT}BoI0 9y4 Aq QT 0} UOTZNIOSSIP aJOJaq 
PoesserouL sea “CT Aljeursrso ‘(amnyeystsa] 4se]) YET eq UI 
Ajuoleur yuanuiaaos ayy, “ET ‘BTeleqvy {gz ‘seareasag 
~UOZ tH ‘OIGI JO SuOTJIa{a [ex9UEZ 9Y3 Jaqye aINzE[sIZa] 
VqgozaB 94} UT sorjaed [worjtod oy} jo yyuaNyS oy], 


‘SGILUVd JO ONIGNVLS 


ow V@OLINVA JO DONIAOUd 


Or Ayor sence ee eeerer ares Sreoeceuemietene Pie Sie cae SST EL 
It aune er eereeros i es os OTST 
L Wore] sence ere oe oor e err eres errors es LObt 
02 App. >> * eee eerste rs eeeee Ce ee COG T 
L 200; sor eroee ee ee ry "°° E681 
CI “use ee er iy i es eeeeee eerese 9681 
€Z Ayne ee one “2681 
Il Arne cae ere, gh wi elelmye: 04) 0ie'e''ee¥e! b0\6'e 01 ¢)9\e [eae ere eeerenee 838 T 
6 20 ee es . ** *QQgT 
€ ‘uer ee ee ERBI 
91 09] ee ee aces 6281 
SI "09q ee a ee ee ee ry BIST 
£Z 09d a ee ce FSI 
Xz 29d tyne) ele e 0:8. 6 crave. 006.00 ¢. 4) ese fafeeie.é Sree reee sarees OL8I 


“UOT]BIOPajUOD a0UIg 


‘SNOILLOUTE TVUANGD VEOLINVW AO SaLVG 


hg aeocberereo eee ne ee 
1 ae nae (7D) SATAN “MHL 
bee DeSie Career ore 
w@» HLNOS OddINNIM 
Pe rch ae pa -aaa 
PR ee (ited 
Reo rae ("T) dospn yy “EV 


«WV» HLOOS DAdINNIM 


top occ peur ‘uHe TOF 
S001Ss ce ian OPM) RULER a EL. 
S¥0'% *7C7) A2m07T (NE 


«Ge HLYON DAdINNIM 


6IE ee teu ‘A205 
T26't CPU) 48g “VW 
OTB’ * (J) AQUSNOTIM “Ff 
GE's © C2) 49104 “df 
«Ve HLYON SUdINNIM 
gist cc *-+-Peur Moxy 
826 sreresss (pry) SUOMSULTY *£) 
G69'9 °° °°" °CO) NQMVIR “Df 


WB “9 (rq) GOR “fg 
«Gs GHINGD DOGdINNIA 


ge Oe eed a a eeeey 
eo6 sete eee (pay) dado Hy wt 
ee baer ee 
poe “CY Bosuyoe “HL 
«Ve GULNIO OgdINNIM 
ee ee 
Soe oe Piade Sa 
eS ec Magee. 
‘NACUIA 
by cag ee as 
FR ee (aa ppemcians 
ie oh 
‘NIVINQORK TILUAL 
aye Paiseo as 
Svd FHL 
oe Se eareene 
a a Cop areaictt i 
pes er sty) cans “HH AA 
‘UDAID NVAS 
fo ea es fea caecten 
SP ei ae (71) eadarea “Vv "r 
Soi *2-"78eon2 (Oo) SPUN “f 
‘80 “HLS 


GAINS AUVINGAVITVd 


1 6 eGrRab Ana PAR LT ACM IEON £ 


BiU cl Lapel ae ens »" STEAL 


AND 
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FAD S AND FAN CGC TES 


JULY 16 TO AUGUST 6, 1915 


Pon RT Y LEADER GA INGD 1 IDyAT ES 
Liberals to-C. Norris 44 
Conservatives Sir) J. A. M. Aikins 46 
Labo ~Liberal Independents = ----- Ys 
Beeaalist Party << 9 =ene= 2 


49 single member constituencies 


(only 47 constituencies were contested. Deferred 
elections in Churchill-Nelson and Grand Rapids never 
did take place perhaps due to the war.) 


The Scandal Cluster. 


W. L. Morton writing of the aftermath of the 1914 campaign, 
explained that: 


The bitterness of the elections...resulted in a long list of 
petitions contesting the returns, and Manitoba political life was 
certain to be neither dull nor serene during the life of the new 
legislature. There was a general belief that the Roblin regime was 
drawing to a close, and a stubborn refusal by its opponents to accept 
the results of the election as either honest or final.l 


CL EE EEE 


1 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 338. 
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The outbreak of war resulted in the calling of an emergency 
session of the provincial assembly in September 1914, In the course 
of that session the Minister of Public Works W. H, Montague announced 
an increase in the cost of the parliament buildings from $3,859,750 to 
an estimated $4,500,000, The increase was ostensibly because of the 
use of caissons or huge concrete piers which were now seen to be a 
superior form of foundation to original plans for pile foundations 


with reinforced concrete, 


Immediate Liberal suspicions pushed for an investigation by the 
Public Accounts Committee and, while serious questioning went on via the 
committee, it was essentially ham-strung by a Conservative chairman and 
majority. 


Liberals A, B. Hudson and T, H. Johnson then pushed for a Royal 
Commission which Premier Roblin refused to grant, The twenty-one Liberal 
members subsequently signed a memorial sent to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Sir Douglas Cameron, calling for an inquiry by a Royal Commission into 
a matter which, Hudson charged, defrauded the province of over $800,000. 


Lieutenant-Governor. Cameron granted the request over Conservative 
charges of interference and unconstitutionality, and R. P. Roblin 
eventually handed over the reigns of governnent to T, C, Norris with 
some form of agreement between the two parties about dropping contested 
election results and moving the parliament buildings scandal into civil 
suits. Whatever the details of the arrangement certain matters did not 
&0 according to plan, and a second commission under W, E, Perdue arose 
from charges by Conservative counsel that, among other matters, the 
Liberals had agreed to a payment of fifty thousand dollars for the with- 
drawal of all election protests, 


As the two Royal Commissions piled up evidence which was eventually 
to incriminate Roblin ané all his key ministers and exonerate the Lib- 
erals on all charges under the Perdue Commission, Mr. Norris called for 
& dissolution and elections.“ 


2 The history of these events is most carefully recorded (4in 
addition to local papers of the time) in W. L., Morton's Manitoba: A History, 
Pp. 342-347, and The Canadian Annual Review (1915), pp. 619-630, Also =e 


explanatory note on Lieutenant-Governor Cameron's role supra pp. 742-43, 
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In his election manifesto Premier Norris described the on- 
going investigations as the major issue, making indirect reference to 
the tontractors Thomas Kelly and Sons, who had been recipients of a 
kick-back which also had fed the Conservative Party campaign funds 
under party president Dr. R. N. Simpson, 


The most important question for the electors to decide is whether 
they desire that the work of investigation and enforcement of 
restitution in respect of the Parliament Buildings and other public 
buildings shall be carried on by my colleagues and myself, or by 

the gentlemen who are the intimate political friends of those who 

are responsible, and who did all in their power to suppress the wrong- 
doing already exposed and to protect the wrong-doers, as well as to 
injure the reputation of those who had the energy and courage to 
undertake the exposure, 


A. B. Hudson, the new Liberal Attorney-General, emphasized the 
importance of electing his party at a time of province-wide disgrace. As 
he disclosed even larger dimensions of the parliament buildings “steal” 
he pleaded with his Winnipeg electors in a manner well worth recording: 


It would be the most humiliating thing that ever happened in Canadian 
politics, if, in view of its scandalous condition of affairs disclosed 
through the efforts and the energy of the Liberal members of the 
legislature, they should: now be repudiated at the polls. That the 

men who have advanced a platform which has convinced a majority of the 
people, and which has convinced even our opponents, should be re- 
pudiated must not be. If the Liberal party is not returned to power 
at the present time, the province will be for ever disgraced. The 
Lieutenant-Governor will be disgraced. The Telegram, which is the 
mouthpiece of the Dominion government, says the Lieutenant-Governor 
must go, and if we are not successful in this election he will go, 
because that is the constitutional principal where a lieutenant- 
governor has interfered at all. Now gentlemen, I ask you to stand 
behind the Liberal party better than you have ever done before, because 
there is more at stake than ever before. It is a fight between the 
present Liberal party and the worst elements in Canada. I look to 

you to stand behind the Government. 


The Norris Minister of Public Works, the very capable T. H. 
Johnson, was determined to seek restitution from all those responsible for 
absconding with public monies. He would take firm steps for such repayment 


3 MFP, July 20, 1915, p. 1.. 
4 Ibid,, July 23, 1915, p. l. 
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beyond the recourse allegedly proposed by the new Conservative leader, 
Sir James A. M. Aikens. He explained his intentions as Public Works 
Minister ry 


Work on the new parliament buildings will be resumed at the earliest 


possible moment if the Norris government is returned to power, and 


will be conducted on a strict business basis. It is the purpose of 


the Norris government to cancel the Kelly contracts. I care not 


what Kelly may offer to do, he shall not complete the building. We 


Propose to compel the Kelly firm to make restitutuion for every 


dollar which they improperly received. It is not enough to say that 


the law must take its course, as says Sir James Aikens. The law 
must be made to take its coupe. There must be restitution and 
the guilty must be punished, 


Mr. Johnson claimed that initial investigations had “nipped in 


the bud" a scheme to squander as much as $5,500,000 on the new parliament 


buildings. 


Issues in the Counterattack. 


The Conservative convention of mid-July which had elected Sir 
James A, M. Aikens its somewhat reluctant leader had expressed itself 
in favor of a just retribution. The convention and most Conservative 


supporters tended to explain the scandal by blaming the party machine and 


the predominant political practices of the day rather than scoring the 
Conservative politicians involved. 


The twelfth point in the convention's platform read as follows: 


This convention places itself on record in unqualified opposition to 
any and all political methods that can in any way lead to the develop- 
ment of machine rule, with its attendant evil of manipulation and 
corruption, It deplores the circumstances which led to the recent 
change of Government in this Province, and which are still under 
investigation by two Royal Commissions, thereby making it improper 
for this Convention at the present time, formally, to express an 
opinion concerning the conduct of the late and present Provincial 
Governments--conduct which is chiefly responsible for the calling 

of this Convention. But it has no hesitation in declaring its 

belief that justice should be untramelled and that retribution should 
be exacted for all wrong-doing in connection with the Parliament 

. Buildings' frauds. 6 


5 MFP, July 23, 1915, p. 1. 
6 CAR (1915), p. 631. 
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In the first two weeks of the campaign, while the Mathers and 
Perdue Commissionswre still in session, Conservative supporters were 
still able to speak of the Liberals as equally implicated in the 
scandal. The conservative Winnipeg daily The Telegram referred to 
both the Roblin and Norris Governments as "Fellow-conspirators who 
arranged together to thwart justice and to protect a contractor, 
liberal in campaign fund contributions, who is openly accused of hav- 


ing robbed the people,” c 


T. H. Johnson's lengthy statement refusing any future association_ 
with Thomas Kelly was likely made with the charge above in mind, 


The other Conservative counter-attacks included the reiteration 
of the charges under investigation by the Perdue Commission and the 


alleged unconstitutional action of Lieutenant-Governor Cameron, 


As opposing testimonies at the Perdue Commission made daily 
headlines the central question boiled down to whether James H. Howden, 
former Attorney-General, or Tobias C. Norris, Premier, were to be be- 
lieved in regard to the fifty thousand dollar agreement. George Brad- 
bury, Selkirk MP, speaking at the Conservative convention, claimed 
Premier Norris was not fit to hold office because he was willing to 
condone the great scandal for a price and to agree to a saw-off on elec- 
tion disputes, 


This same Conservative MP was outspoken as regards Sir Douglas 
Cameron's role in the recent events, Claiming that Sir Douglas “had out- 
raged the constitution in a manner unprecedented in the annals of 
Canada,” Mr. Bradbury spoke to a resolution censoring Lieutenant-Governor 
Cameron's action, carried unanimously by the convention: 

The Constitution which our province has performed under has been 
outraged by the act of the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, When 
he neglected to take the advice of his constitutional advisers and 
went over their heads to the chief justice of the province, he 
committed an unconstitutional act that deserves the condemnation 
not only of this association but of every right-thinking man in 
Manitoba. 8 
ee 
7 As cited in CAR (1915), p. 632. 
8 MFP, July 15, 1915, p. 1. 
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The July 13th issue of The Telegram had demanded Sir Douglas 
Cameron's impeachment, The Free Press defended the Lieutenant-Governor'’s 
action in an editorial "The Attack Upon Sir Douglas,” and the intensity 
rings through the following portion of that defense: j 

Sir Douglas Cameron's unforgiveable offense...is that he was 
instrumental in making Sir Rodmond's further continuance in power 
impossible. He used the powers of his office to defend the Public 
Treasury...Sir Douglas Cameron's crime is that at this juncture he 
felt it his duty to the people, whose money was being stolen by the 
wagon load, to intervene to the extent of demanding that a Royal 
Commission be appointed to examine into the truth of the charges 
made upon the floor of the Legislature. Sir Douglas persisted in 


this demand; he declined to be intimidated; he remained proof 
against cajolery. : 


Sir Douglas Cameron did not destroy the Roblin Government; it fell 

through its own rottenness. His action was in keeping with his 

powers; and it was manifestly in the public interest. 9 

The Free Press and Liberal supporters went further in their de- 

fence of Lieutenant-Governor Cameron in their descriptions of the kinds 
of pressures brought to bear in opposition to his decision. A key 
aspect of their attack on J. A. M. Aikens' leadership was to link him 
with undue pressure on the Lieutenant-Governor., The Free Press claimed 
that Mr, Aikens had spent two days trying to convince Sir Douglas that 
he could not act constititionally. The Liberal newspaper stated that 
Aikens' constitutional knowledge and pressure from Robert Rogers, then 
federal Conservative Minister of Public Works, were the two largest 
pressures brought against Sir Douglas. Rumors and comments circulated 
that J. A. M. Aikens was a close friend of Mr. Rogers and that his actions, 
if elected, would be largely directed by the influential federal minister, -° 


9 MFP, July 14, 1915, p. 9. 


10 A Globe article was cited to this affect by MFP, Aug. 4, 1915, 
Pp. 4 Something of Robert Rogers' prowess as a politician, both in Manitoba 
and later in federal Conservative cabinets, was described in his obituaries 
in 1936, The Globe and Mail, July 22, 1936, p. 4, described him as the 
"ninister of elections” in an obvious reference to his partisan organiza- 
tion skills, The usually careful Saturday Night editorialized of the “late 
Bob Rogers"; "It is doubtful if he cherished any political principles ex- 
Cept the principle that his party ought to be in office, and he added little 
to the debating strenath of the party in the House. But in the campaign 


Committee rooms and on the hustings he was incomparably effective, He was 


& loyal and devoted friend and a most agreeable companion, and had Canada 
Progressed somewhat further toward fascism in her political life than she 
when he was in his prime we can imagine him as a highly successful 
Fuehrer," Editorial, “The Late Bob Rogers,” Saturday Night, Aug. 1, 1936. 
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The personal attacks on Sir James Aikens became separate and 
significant issues, although they were part of the scandal cluster. On 
July 22 the two commissions concluded; A. B. Hudson launched civil 
action against Thomas Kelly; and the Free Press made public a letter 
addressed to Sir James on December 8, 1914, from F. W. Simon, the 
British architect who had supervised most of the construction of the 
parliament buildings. A published portion of the letter made it apparent 
that Sir James knew two months before the Liberals the extent of the 
government's fraudulent activity. Mr. Simon had said in the letter; 

I have no wish to press the government unduly. They have their 
difficulties now, largely of their own creating, for I believe the 
vast extras on which they embarked so light-heartedly might have 
been very materially lessened, though their architect, on my 
remonstrances assured me repeatedly that the government had to 
make their campaign funds out of them. i1 

Sir James Aikens replied to the Free Press contentions by remind- 
ing the newspaper that the letter was a matter of confidentiality in his 
role as Mr. Simon's solicitor. There was no outright statement of stolen 
monies only the word of V. W. Horwood, provincial architect, which present 
commission hearings had shown, could not be trusted, Me 


In a related matter Sir James denied that he had lobbied for a 
harrower commission with Lieutenant-Governor Cameron, In a letter to the 
Free Press he claimed he not only knew nothing about a Roblin attempt to 
limit the commissioners to two handpicked by himself (Mr. Roblin), but 
denied vigorously any conspiratorial or interference charges, "I fur-~ 
ther say that the statement that I was the champion of a conspiracy to 
prevent an investigation into the Parliament buildings theft is wholly 
untrue," Sir James said. a 


The Free Press could only retort that if Mr. Aikens had not 
known about Mr. Roblin's intent he must have been a quiet tool of the 
Roblin machine. 


11 MFP, July 22, 1915, p. 9 
ieetoad,, July 23, 1915, p. 2. 
won fo1d,, July 27, 1915, p. 9 
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To all the talk of the monstrous party machine which he had 
supposedly inherited Sir James Aikens had the following answer: 
Only the day after my accepting I was hailed as the successor of 
the Roblin machine, I have not seen that machine, and I imagine 
that when the reins of government were handed over by the Roblin 
administration to Mr. Norris that the machine went with then. 
(Laughter) 14 
Earlier at the convention Sir James had made an earnest defense 
of the Liberal-Conservative Party as distinct from the actions of Messrs, 
Roblin, Montague, Howden, Simpson et al. 
eeethe fact that the members of the late administration saw fit to 
withdraw, to a large extent, from public life, it has left the 
Liberal-Conservative party in Manitoba undismayed, full of courage, 
hopeful and energetic for placing proper policies and candidates 
before the people. (Hear, Hear). No single man, and no dozen men, 
I care not what position they occupy, constitute the Liberal-Con- 
servative party. That party is constituted of more than half the 
electors of the people of the province--men who are honest, have 
courage and are intelligent, and who take a partriotic interest in 
the public affairs of our country as is evidenced by this conven- 
tion. It is not fair to the country that there should be only one 
party. 15 
Ministers Hudson and Johnson criticized the Conservative conven- 
tion claiming that eight of. fourteen platform resolutions were matters 
Opposed by Conservatives in prior legislative sessions: such matters as 
compulsory education, repeal of the Coldwell amendments, improvement of 
the electoral law, women's suffrage and the convention's intent to im- 
plement prohibition as outlined in the Macdonald Act of 1900. Mr. 
Johnson claimed that twenty-two of the forty-six Conservative candidates 
were old hangers-on in that party and not the new blood of which Sir 
James seemed so confident. 


By July 31 the results of the Perdue Commission were issued. 
All Conservative charges against the Liberals were declared unfounded. 
There were no agreements as regards cash or dropping the original Mathers 
Royal Commission inquiry, as Conservatives had alleged. And while K. C. 
Fullerton, Conservative Party counsel, complained about the honesty and 


14 MFP, July 22, 1915, p. 1. 
5 “bad. p.vuly 15,90915, pe, lL. 
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and competency of the judges on the Perdue Commission, the election 
campaign began to high-light other issues. 


Other Major Issues: Introduction, 


The major province-wide issues besides the scandals over the 
parliament buildings and other provincial works (for Thomas Kelly was 
shown to be connected with the agricultural college contract and other 
public buildings) concerned the repeal of the Coldwell amendments and the 
limiting of bilingual schooling; total prohibition in keeping with the 
new spirit aroused by the onslaught of world war; direct legislation and 
women’s suffrage; and a number of left or labor issues most notably pre- 
sent in Winnipeg. 


Other Major Issues: (1) Provincial Liabilities. 


There had been one other report of note at the end of July, that 
of the auditors investigating the state of the public treasury as it had 
been conducted under the Roblin admininstration, Edward Brown, the new 
Provincial Treasurer noted that the Roblin Government had increased 
provincial liabilities from $3,331,000 to $27,000,000. He claimed that 
there had not been a properly balanced treasurer's report in the Roblin 
Government for ten years, The preliminary report of the investigation 
noted vast indirect liabilities as well, plus a complete lack of correct 
or even accurate accounting procedures, which left outstanding bills of 
Over one million dollars. Mr. Brown had made much of these matters at 
Murer ifeatre Liberal rally tn Winnipes on July. 26th, °° 


Other Major Issues: (2) Education, 


In the realm of education the repeal of the Coldwell amendments 
(which had been designed to protect bi-lingual schooling in Winnipeg and 
Brandon, but now seemed to foster training in a score of minority lan- 
guages) was seemingly supported officially by both major parties. The 
Conservatives were criticized, as we have noted, for a sudden change of 


Roan 


16 MFP, July 27, 1915, p. 1. and CAR (1915), pp. 632-634, 
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heart on the repeal platform. Wherever ten students were of a particular 
minority they could in practice be taught by a teacher of a minority 
language, and such leniency in rural schools had prompted the amendments 
for the cities. Both Conservative and Liberal candidates believed the 
English language paid the price of such practices, The concern for com- 
pulsory education, also carefully opposed in the past by the Conserva- 
tive Party, and linked to the bi-lingual schooling issue since most 
observers saw a causal relationship between bi-lingual schooling and 
school attendance, was now being proposed by both parties, Sir James 
Aikens said of the Coldwell amendments: “Those amendments are to be 
gotten out of the way as the people are afraid of them, but nevertheless, 
the principle of a thorough education for every boy and girl in the pro- 
ot Manitoba had heard a number of 
reports in the House on the extent of absenteeism in its schooling system. 


Even with improvement attendance had seldom exceeded two-thirds of the 
18 


vince is going to be carried out," 


school population, and that only in the city of Winnipeg, 


Premier Norris promised repeal of the amendments at the first 
session of the legislature, insisting also that English would be taught 
in every school in the province. His word had more force than Mr. 
Aikens' since Sir James could be too easily associated with ex-Premier 
Roblin's old policy, and this the Free Press made a point of doing edi- 
torially. a7 


The major concern seems to have been the desire expressed by 
voices like the Canadian Ruthenian and the Winnipeg Ukrainian that equal 
language privileges with Znglish be granted to the Ruthenian, Ukrainian, 
Polish and German minorities. The major parties now seemed concerned 
that concessions granted in 1871 to French and Mennonite minorities 
should guarantee a schooling essentially in the English language. 


7 tir, UUly 22, 1915,.p, 1. 


18 Exact figures are cited in CAR (1915), pe 642, and included 
a 63.3 per cent provincial average and a high of 70.55 per cent in Winni- 
peg in 1913-14, 


19 For example MFP, July 28, 1915, p. 9. 
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As might be expected the Orange Order opposed the bi-lingual 
practices. Rev. H. A. Fish of the Order made reference to sixteen lan- 
guages in use in the province, "I have discovered," he said, “thou- 
sands of foreign children playing on the streets of the city when the 
schools were in progress, In Winnipeg the Bible is sold in fifty- 
eight tongues and dialects." ~° Obviously, Mr. Fish, like so many 
others, linked bi-lingual practices and "foreign immigration with low 
attendance, 


There were still the French opponents to any repeal or change in 
bi-lingual practices. Joseph Bernier, former St. Boniface member and 
Provincial Secretary for R. P. Roblin, claimed: "The repeal of the 
Coldwell Amendments would be, to my mind, a serious backward step in 
the way of fair treatment and consideration between the majority and the 
minority." el 


Lionel Orlikow commenting on the 1915 election issues believes 
that the outbreak of war prompted much less toleration of suspect non- 
Anglo-Saxon immigration and hence of bi-lingual instruction. ‘- 


Talk during the campaign of other educational matters: larger 
grants and general upgrading of rural schooling; assistance to the uni- 
versity and the furthering of agricultural education; all played second 
fiddle to the bi-lingual issue, compulsory schooling, and repeal of the 
Coldwell amendments. 


Ma jor Issues: (3) Total Prohibition. 


The outbreak of war and its opening flush of glamour = Was very 


likely responsible for renewed consideration of total prohibition by both 


20 CAR (1915), p. O44, 
21 MFP, July 24, 1915, Dp. 7. 
22 Orlikow, "Reform Movement,” p. 59. 


23 Something of the attitude towards the war is seen in the 
following HBC store advertisement: "You've read volumes of "Special 
Extras" about the war's thrills, you've studied its strategies and won- 
dered over its inventions! You can't go to Europe, but you can come here 
and see these things, which remind of its glamour and tell vividly of its 
fierceness, --fragments of spent shell, uniforms, helmets, a Mauser rifle 
and bayonet, a steel dart dropped by a French Airman, and much else deeply 
interesting, on view NOW." MFP, July 14, 1915, p. 8. 
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Liberals and Conservatives, It was somewhat widely assumed that a more 
energetic effort in the war would be possible by a completely “sober” and 
“dry” community. The Conservative platform called for acceptance of the 
Macdonald proposal of 1900 which was now seen to be desirable. “Let there 
be no mistake about it,” said the new Conservative leader. "The plank was 
not inserted for the purpose of catching votes, but the people at the 
convention had inserted it hecause they wanted prohibition, and the people 
of Manitoba did want it." ai Sir James Aikens was handling Liberal cri- 
ticisms that the Conservatives had never been serious about prohibition 
legislation, 


The advantages of the Macdonald Bill, Conservatives claimed, were 
that it would implement a total prohibition program without a referendum 
by prohibiting all retail consumption, and bar sales, and putting 
responsibility squarely with dwelling houses for the use of intoxicants, 
Sir James further noted that the bill provided that if any person in a 
house sold liquor or gave it away for any consideration, that house 
ceased to be a mere dwelling house and liquor could not be used in it. 25 


Premier Norris promised a referendum on prohibition within a year. 
The Macdonald proposal was good enough that Sir James Aikens was able to 
Charge that Liquor interests would likely side with Mr. Norris. The Free 
Press continued to link Sir James with the Roblin policy which had seem- 
ingly appeased the major liquor business interests in the past. The 
bitterest and most convincing attacks still came from people like Nellie 
McClung, "I find it very hard to keep from hating the men who have kept 
us from prohibition these fifteen years. It is a piece of nerve for the 
same men to come forwazvd and offer it to us now." Mrs, McClung believed 
the Conservatives would promise anything while in opposition and, if such 
wonders could be done in three months, a continued stay in opposition 
Could make the party "world-beaters" in another four years, she said 
With characteristic sarcasm. 26 


eo aetieeresieeetetceesesenssapivmnsseeseshinseenemumniaene 
24 MFP, July 20, 1915, p. 2. 
Zoe tbsd., July 15, 1915, po. 1. 
26 Ibid., August 2, 1915, p. 9. 
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There is evidence that prohibition was also desired to aid in 
the assimilation of “foreigners” by writing “finis” to their private 
elubs which flourished in Winnipeg. °’ 


Major Issues: (4) Electoral Reform. 


The reform outlook of the day, fed by concerns like the desire 
for total prohibition, and convinced of the inability of “old line par- 
ties" to implement reforms as evidenced by the corrupt Roblin regime, 
looked to direct legislation, women's suffrage and alternative parties as 
answers to political failure. Premier Norris was able in 1915 to capita- 
lize on the reform spirit but only temporarily as we will discover. 


The Liberals were able to boast of a consistent determination to 
implement direct legislation, women's suffrage and a proportional rep- 
resentation system for Winnipeg, All of these matters had been avoided 
or opposed by the Conservatives in past sessions. 


The Conservative convention had made much of its new-found 
support of both women's suffrage and a compulsory voting bill for all 
elections, The convention had not seen fit to support direct legislation. 


Premier Norris saw direct legislation as a means of citizens 
expressing their displeasure quickly, He linked such practices with*the 
prevention of such political skullduggery as the province had just wit- 
nessed, 


If you want a clean government you have to be clean yourselves and 
help to conduct the elections on a clean basis. The day of political 
crime in this province will have passed if you citizens accept that 
responsibility, for by the aid of direct legislation and the aid of 
the votes of the good women in the province, conditions will be such 
that political crime will be prevented, 28 


Sir James Aikens countered T. C. Norris by claiming that the 
political crimes and their subsequent treatment offered proof of the 


success of the existing British representative system rather than of its 
failure, | 


Se aaetenseeseteaanscusScacscnsscacessnsiensinnemascisuseeusas 


27 Jackson, Centennial History, p. 190. 
28 MFP, August 4, 1915, p. 7. 
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Wasn't it under that constitution that these things of which the 
people do not like to hear came to light? It was not by virtue of 
the constitution but in spite of it, and it was an abuse of it. 
We need not take those drastic measures adopted in the Southern 
states to subvert that constitution. That constitution is good 
enough, The abuse if it arises, not by virtue of its strength; but 
by virtue of the fact that the people neglect and let things go.29 
Later, Aikens asked whether Liberal support of direct legislation 
was not a denial of the very principles for which a war was being waged. 
He said of the Liberals: "They would never abandon for German principles, 
their principles of representative and responsible government. It is 
for the same principles that they were at war today, to preserve what 
had made this empire ereat "9° 


Nellie McClung countered the implicit premise of most arguments 
opposing direct legislation, that the British system promoted leadership 
by the capable, In a reference to a recent march down Jasper Avenue in 
Edmonton, where she and others were referred to as "the rule of the 
rabble” for their stands on direct legislation and women's suffrage, she 
exclaimed : 


Thank God, I belong to the rabble. The heart of humanity is sound 
and true, Let the people decide. Perhaps you say the people will 
make mistakes, and so they will. But the people will pay for the 
mistakes they make. And Ladies and gentlemen, it will be a very 
pleasant thing for the people to be paying for their own mistakes. 
(Loud cheers), There is nothing new about the people paying. That 
great illimitable mass, called the people, always pays. The only 
thing new will be that they are paying for their own mistakes. 
Direct legislation will be of very great educational value, 21 
The "rule of the rabble” attitude was attributed to Sir James 
Aikens in regard to women's suffrage as well. Premier Norris criticized 
the Conservative leader because only a year earlier he had denounced equal 
suffrage as a threat to the equilibrium of society and the happiness of 
the hone , °” 


Perhaps the war again speeded the causes of reform. The demand 
for working women facilitated the demand for equal women, Aikens was 


et 
29 MFP, July 26, 1915. 
30 Ibid., August 5, 1915, p. 3. 
31 Ibid., August 4, 1915, p. 7. 
o2 ibid., July 30, 1915, p. 1. 
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reluctant to move too quickly. He accused Mr. Norris of hasty intentions 
in a campaign speech at Virden, claiming that the franchise could begin 
with women of property and responsibility, gradually widening as 
circumstances justified, > ' 


In a Free Press article “The Triumph of Fads and Fancies,” Nellie 
McClung addressed herself to the Conservative leader, 


Sir James has carefully worded the woman suffrage clause: it will 
be enacted when they get "one clear call” from women--"a mandate”, 
he calls it. Of course, the women have already sent delegations 
and have signed petitions, and there are many suffrage societies. 
What of that? Sir James says these women are not the right class, 
Sir James is strong on class, he wants the “intelligent moral 
motherhood", and he has appointed himself the judge. 


Addressing herself to J. A. M, Aikens' contention that the 
franchise should begin with morally responsible women, Mrs. McClung 
continued : 


eee No man votes on his morality, Not even Sir James or his faithful 
band. If a morality test were invented there would be a strange re- 
vision of the voters list! Men vote because they are human beings. 
Women should vote for the same reason. Sir James Aikens knows this 
as well as anyone, and his "moral, intelligent, motherhood” provision 
is a foolish side-stepping of the case, which deceives nobody. Sir 
James Aikens has never favored woman suffrage, or said a word in its 
favor. He has attempted to ridicule it, on more than one occasion. 
Now when he has to swallow it he naturally makes a bad face. 


In his final major campaign address in Winnipeg's Walker Theatre, 
Sir James strongly defended his cautious approach to women's suffrage. 
It was at the same time a clear attack on the Liberal proposal to respond 
to a referendum from women numbering fifteen per cent of the ballots cast 
in the previous provincial election. 


If you wanted to get a wise judgement on any matter you would not 
go around among the neighbors to get the signatures of fifteen 
per cent of the women if you wanted good advice. 

No: you would sooner be guided by the advice of the one nearest 
you, or you are a miserable sinner. I know this, I would sooner take 
the advice of a few excellent women I could trust than that of women 
I could not trust. If this principle of women's suffrage is 
right--and the Conservative convention said it was right--then there 


33 MFP, August 2, 1915, p. 8 
34 Ibid., August 2, 1915, p. 9% 
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should be no delay in giving the suffrage to some women at all 
events. 


The newspaper report then denotes cries of “No, no, all the 
women,” and goes on: “'To the women’, continued Sir James, ‘who are 
entitled to it, and then from that progress until justice can be done to 
every woman in respect of the franchise’, "-" 


To Sir James’ demand for such a mandate Nellie McClung‘s response 
was heartfelt, 


Women wanted the vote because they wanted to help, not because they 
had a grouch, Sir James Aikens talked of getting a mandate from 
the women for Woman suffrage, Every time a woman's heart went out 
in sympathy 23 the weak and the oppressed there was a mandate for 
the suffrage. 


The Results. 


The results of the election were to be expected. Not including 
the three deferred seats in Churchill-Nelson, The Pas (where Provincial 
Treasurer Brown would later take a seat) and Grand Rapids, the Conservatives 
were left with but five seats, with the French Catholic vote being decisive 
in four of the Conservative constituencies, The balance of the forty- 
six seats went Liberal or to those sympathetic to the Liberals. F. J. 
Dixon and R, A, Rigg of Winnipeg were elected as Independents, some 
prefering to call them Independent-Liberals and others, "Labour" rep- 
resentatives, Without doubt Dixon and Rigg marked the continued rise of 
left-wing reformism. The issues they raised in Winnipeg were essentially 
matters of unemployment, fair wage clauses and an enlarged Workmen's 
Compensation Act in keeping with the province of Ontario. Dixon advocated 
taking vacant land out of the hands of speculators and placing taxes on 
land values instead of improvenents, 


Even the winning Liberal candidates like the Icelandic Thomas 
Johnson spent considerable time advocating a system of labor bureaus which 
ie. 


35 MFP, August 4, 1915. 
36 Ibid., August 4, 1915, p. 7. 
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R, P. Roblin had legislated but failed to organize and finance, 
Johnson also advocated changes in fair wage officers’ procedures, 


For the time being the Liberal Party was to house the demands 
for reform. But an electorate disillusioned with the two old parties 
and burdened with their old desire for non-partisan administration, so 
rooted in Manitoba's history, would continue to be restive and, in 
spite of Tobias C's most amazing efforts, to seek a more respectable 
shelter than Norris Liberals. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1915. 


mAR TY SEATS POPULAR Bae Be 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Liberals 39.” 63,191 54,1 83.0 
Conservatives 5 38,623 33.0 10.6 
Labour-Liberal 3 12,021 10.3 6.4 
Socialist Party a2 3,052 2.6 as 


Popuiar vote percentages in Winnipeg were as follows: 
Liberals - 49.6 
Conservatives - 24.6 
Labour-Liberal - 19.2 
Socialist Party - 6.6 
Total Socialist-Labour vote in Winnipeg = 25.8 per cent, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1915. 


Major, Province-wide. 
1, The Parliament Buildings Scandal, (Cluster). 
(a) The pay-offs, 
(b) Related contracts. 
(c) Constitutionality of Lieutenant-Governor’s Actions. 
(4) Involvement of Sir James Aikens, 
(e) Secret agreements between party leaders. (Speculative). 
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Major, Province-wide-cont’d, 


2. Provincial Liabilities. 
3. Education. 


(a) Repeal of Coldwell amendments, and limiting bi-lingual schooling. 
(Sectional). 


(>) Compulsory education. 
(c) Assistance to rural, agricultur and higher education, 


4, Total Prohibition. 


5. Electoral Reforn. 
(a) Direct legislation. 
(b) Women's suffrage. 
(c) Alternative parties, (Sectional, left). 
(4) Proportional representation, 


left, Sectional. 


Unemployment. 

Fair Wage Act. 

Enlarged Workmen's Compensation Act. 
Real estate speculation. 

Labor bureaus. 

Labor representation. 
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GENERAL ELECTIONS, 1915.- 


Electoral Liberal Votes Conservative’ Votes 
Division Candidate | Polled Candidate Polled 
Arthtr..3, «sas J. Williams........ 815 W.S. Kenner..... 632 
Assiniboia...... J. W. Wilton...... 828 J Te Haigs cases 590 
W. D. Bayley. 

(Ind.) 773 

Beautiful Plains.| W. R. Wood...... 1115 Jou Iwi. coe es. 918 
Birtles. fess. G. J. H. Malcolm.. 873 S: Armoldcacc- ask 422 
Brandon City...} S. E. Clement.....} 1914 j. A. M. Aikins 5.2? ©1213 
Carillon #}........ T. Be Molloy.....- 605 A. Préfontaine..... 629 
Cypress......5. A W. Myles...... 851 G. Steel isc 5 Skit 739 


Dauphim....... W. J. Harrington.. 739 W. Buchannon...: 637 
Ph ee J. M. McQuay, 
(Ind.) 233 


ual) 
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DRED RISE OF SECTIONAL ISM 


AND 


DEMISE ‘OF (PART Y 1.S°M 


JUNE 1 TO 29, 1920 


mA RT Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberals T. C, Norris 52 
Conservatives R, G, Willis 28 
Farmer ae ae 25 
Deminion Labour Party F, J. Dixon 14 
(and affiliates) 
Socialist Party R, B. Russell 4 
Other Independents ---- 24 


45 single member constituencies, Winnipeg becomes a 10-member 
district using Hare system of proportional representation. 55 seats 
total e P 


The Issues in Context, 

Historians are unanimous in sharing Lionel Orlikow'’s estimate 
of the list of achievements of the Norris Government from 1915 to 1920 as 
"an amount and scope of legislation...breathtaking even by today's 
Standards.” That legislation included a "civil service commission, a 
Public health commission, a mother's allowance act, the abolition of bi- 
lingual schools, a hydro-electric commission, a minimum wage board, 
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prohibition of the sale of liquor, remodelling of electoral laws, 
overhauling workmen's compensation and factory acts, cheaper farm credit, 
compulsory education, automatic dialing in telephones, a wider base for 
municipal taxation, woman suffrage, proportional representation, re- 
organization of the University of Manitoba and an initiative and 
referendum act, "> 


Why then, if Orlikow is right that, "Never had a Manitoba govern- 
ment undertaken such an extensive program,’ was the Norris Government to 
confront an immediate demise in 1920 and replacement by 1922? 


The answers to the above question are very likely the key issues 
of the 1920 campaign, even though many of them would have been more 
speculative than evident, and much more diffuse and unarticulated than 
the more specific grievances in June of 1920. 


The demise of the Norris Liberal Government parallels the very 
reform milieu and programs which made it noteworthy. Certain of the 
Norris reforms concretized opposition to him. legislation enforcing 
compulsory schooling and ending bi-lingualism by amending the school act, 
and building new ‘teacherages’ for young English-speaking teachers, brought 
immediate reaction, with some complaining of an undue “Anglicization,” 
while others complained that “the amendments had not gone far enough in 
putting the ‘foreigner’ in his place."~ The above quite opposite 
reactions were originally cited as applicable to Manitoba farmers but they 
were shared in part as well by perennial conservative andethnic minorities 
supportive of separate schools. 


The rise of Progressivism at the national level was also instrumental 
in setting an example and climate for local movements of a similar nature. 
When T, A, Crerar resigned as Minister of Agriculture over the refusal of 
the Unionist Federal Government to deal firmly with continued protective 
tariffs, he voiced the majority farmer concern about oppressive tariffs. 


a 
1 Orlikow, "Reform Movement,” p. 60. 
2 Jackson, Centennial History, p. 205. 
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The protectioniam of the Dominion tariff policy had been a major election 
issue federally, but, while heatedly debated by some candidates for 
provincial office, was seldom, if ever, an issue of any substance in any 
particular provincial campaign.? 


What we witness in the 1910-1920 decade is the rise of class or 
sectional politics, The growing frustration of farmers was many-sided, 
While their reactions were strong however split on school issues, as we 
have noted, they were united in their opposition to tariffs which prevented 
the introduction of cheaper agricultural machinery from foreign markets. 
J, A. Jackson reports additional farmer frustration over; a conscription 
policy which had left them without farm workers; a liberal agriculture 
exemption policy which never really came into operation; a continued 
failure of railway policies including the still incomplete Hudson's Bay 
Railway; plus high prices, shortages of essential farm goods, and rising 
freight rates,’ When these frustrations were added to the desire to 
unite as a pressure group, as the federal example now indicated as a 
possibility and farmer political successes in Ontario and Alberta vali- 
dated, we have some appreciation for the issues and successes of this 
farmer side of a rising sectionalism. 


The farm movement was paralleled in two other quarters, those 
of labor and women, Workingmen constituted an increasingly large per- 
centage of the total population, obviously in Winnipeg, but also in 
other urbanizing and labor centers like Brandon and Dauphin. The Winni- 
peg General Strike of May and June 1919, fought chiefly for the principaé 
of collective bargaining, had almost paralyzed the city. It had, to 
some degree, shown the power of the twelve thousand or so official 


3 While the matter was of federal jurisdiction it was instru- 
mental Yan alienating provincial politicians like F. J. Dixon from the 
federal parties. So Mr. Dixon moved from his independent Liberal or 
Liberal-Labour position to one of straight Dominion Labour Party. He 
had said a month after the 1915 campaign, "We had a Free Trade party 
once, the Liberal party before the advent of the golden silence of 
office was a Free Trade party." The Grain Growers’ Guide, September 9, 

1915 as cited in Morton, "Direct legislation,” p. 279. 


4 Jackson, Centennial History, p. 204. 
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strikers, from metal trades initially, and joined by police, firemen, 
postmen, milkmen, the press, and perhaps another twelve thousand 
unorganized workers. The strike also cystallized a class consciousness, 
as demonstrations were put down by mounted RNWMP with clubs and revolvers 
at Portage and Main, and labor leaders were arrested and sentenced to 
prison terms. The Winnipeg General Strike and its aftermath were always 
among the unspoken issues of the 1920 campaign as a host of Labour 
candidates, many or most of them the same convicted strike leaders, 
appealed to the electorate for support. The Norris Government was 
harshly criticized by all sides for its apparent middle-of-the-road or 
"do-nothing™ stance during the strike, 


Finally, the role granted to women by offering them the franchise 
may have ensured the involvement of a new reform-minded segment in fu- 
ture campaigns, and most assuredly offered a new and uncertain "float- 
ing vote,” which W. L. Morton believes was a major factor in making 
possible the rise of third parties in provincial and national politics,” 


If we combine the above factors and issues with the difficulties 
of a war effort and economy; the war's aftermath of deflation; the 
proven corruption of the Roblin regime; and a perennial desire for non- 
partisanship; we might begin to appreciate the climate and underlying 
issues which brought a sudden end to an apparently very notable and 
honest Norris administration, 


Sectional Issues: Farm. 


Quite understandably, from the Norris perspective, the major 
issue was consideration of his administration's achievements, His elec- 
tion manifesto, issued in the final days of the campaign, touched on 
What might be considered the two major issues of the 1920 campaign: the 
Norris record of achievement and the lack of an organized opposition 
amongst both old and new Conservative, Farmer, Labour and Independent 


cena 


5 Morton, Progressive Party, p. 30. 
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factions, Premier Norris declared: 


The first issue is: Do you want the present government to con-~ 
tinue. You must consider not merely our record and promises, but 
what alternative is offered. The opposition is almost. purely 
destructive, There is no pretense that any one opposition fac- 
tion can elect enough members to control the legislature, Our 
legislative program has met with general approval. In 1914 and 
1915 I made specific promises which have been fulfilled, Faith 
has been kept with the people. Do the people approve of this? 
Are you satisfied with the legislation you asked for? Will you 
applaud the work and disown the worker? 6 
The Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association had changed its name to 
the United Farmers of Manitoba, indicating its new-found militancy. 
Resolutions agreed upon at a January 1920 convention were reiterated 
during the June campaign by the Second Conference of UFM Secretaries. 
Those resolutions included the resolve “that the question of taking 
Provincial action be left entirely to the initiative of each local 
constituency,” and that, if “a majority of local constituencies” 
plumped for political action, then the executive would call a special 
convention to devise a platform and put the movement as a whole into 


the campaign. ? 


As it turned out twenty-six candidates called themselves 
Farmer-candidates; some were given outright support by local UFM organi- 
zations and others were able to claim, or refused to claim, varying 
degrees of association with the official Farmers’ movement, There was 
no move to demand a provincial platform and the central executive did 
not endorse any candidates. 


Premier Norris interpreted the farmers’ action as proof that 
Opposition was non-existent in the forthcoming elections when he said in 
late April: “There is now no cohesive organization opposed to‘the 
present Administration in the Province, for the farmers have decided to 
withhold their organization from political action.” : 


«ee 
MFP, June 26, 1920, p. 11. 
From a historical summary in CAR (1920), pp. 741-745. 
8 MFP, April 30, 1920, p. 2; and CAR (1920), p. 750. 
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As we have noted, there may have been a number of diffuse matters 
which were at issue with the farmers which were not all “evident” and 
“major”. election issues in the 1920 campaign. The Canadian Annual Review 
for 1920 claims the farmer candidates “fought...upon local matters such 
as taxation, assessment, education, municipal and purely agricultural 
concerns." 7 The daily press in 1920 indicates that farmers were also 
concerned about the government's failure to fulfill a five-year old 
promise: the building of a public abattoir and a freeing of the Manitoba 
Agriculture College from political interference by providing it with its 
own board of directors and adequate funding and salaries, One graduate 
of the college in a letter to the Free Press echoed the independent mood 
of the farmers as he described the need for “the voters” to: 

eoeput up candidates...pledged to put the affairs of the Manitoba 
Agricultural College into shape. Politicians are notorious for 
making vote-getting promises before elections, but why elect 
politicians? The farmers of Manitoba can elect, and no doubt will 
elect, their chosen representatives, independent of any “machine 
organizations” which may spring up or now exist in the capital. 
The people get what seed want at the polls, if they want it badly 
enough, 10 

Farmer candidate Samuel Larcombe (Birtle) althoughasupport®r of 
the Norris administration generally, was another who parted company with 
the Premier on agricultural policy, and in particular as regards the role 
of the Agricultural College, His argument parallels those of the above 
correspondent to the Free Press. 


The policy of the government on agriculture has not been truly 
progressive, no matter what may be claimed to the contrary...both 
college and extension service should be absolutely removed from the 
sphere of politics if results in agriculture are to be obtained. 
The function of the government in regard to the college and the 
extension service should be to place both under a competent board, 
provide liberally for maintenance and give both college and 
extension service a chance to develop and to do tremendously needed 
research and experimental work. 


Candidate Larcombe went on to discuss the importance of obtaining 


9 CAR (1920), p. 750. 


10 Letter of T, A. Bjarnason, Berkeley, California, a graduate 
of the college. MFP, June 9, 1920, p. 11. 


11 MFP, June 18, 1920, p. 4. 
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“data in regard to soils and crops and what is suitable for the different 
sections,” information which would be of value to future immigrants. 


Other controversial agricultural schemes discussed in the campaign 
were the rural credit societies which had granted low-interest loans to 
farmers via government~-arranged financial agreements with funding banks. 
When the private banks had demanded changes in the original act the Norris 
administration had set up its own provincial savings organization in 
order to provide the low-interest loans. There were serious differences 
of opinion here, and George W. Prout, “founder, adviser and devoted friend 
of the movement,” ran as an independent candidate in Winnipeg, Just 
what that independent stance signified was the pregnant mystery of 1920. 


The Liberal platform, as outlined by the Premier at his nomination 
for Lansdowne constituency, included the following interesting defence of 
the support of his government in the savings deposit legislation. 


I expect some day to see that the people of the province of 

Manitoba will be creditors of the government of Manitoba and that 

the savings of Manitoba people will be used by the government in the 
discharge of the public duties of the province; when the money owners 
will get a larger percentage of interest than from the banks and the 
government will get money at a cheaper price than going to the 
markets of the world. 


Something of his long-range reform-mindedness was apparent as 


Premier Norris continued: 


It may be twenty or twenty-five years; I may not live to see the day, 
but we are laying the foundation for a system of financing of a 
scientific and business basis that will place Manitoba in the fore- 
front of any part of the Empire. This is the idea I had in mind--that 
was the idea of the whole cabinet--as soon as we were driven to the 
position of financing rural credits because of the banks refusing to 
supply us with the money that was necessary. It is a big undertaking. 
Manitoba leads in this progressive financial undertaking and we are 
hoping to make it a great success. 12 


Less controversial was the “Settlers’ Animal Purchase Act” which 
enabled groups of ten settlers living between Lakes Winnipeg and Manitoba 
to purchase from one to five cows by sharing costs of loans, with interest 
Paid by the governmnent. The very partisan Liberal, Isaac Campbell, Q.C., 


a ees 


12 Acceptance address of May 21 at Alexander, Manitoba, MFP, 
May 22, 1920, Pe 1. 
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spoke at a large Winnipeg Liberal meeting using the so-called "cow 
scheme” as an evidence of the Liberal administration's ability to 
create agricultural development, particularly in this interlake dis- 
trict, “where,” he said: 
eoethe money of the people had formerly been spent in providing 
work on roads for the foreign settlers in order that their votes 
might be secured at election times. Now these people had been 
brought to a condition in which they were able to help themselves, 
provide their own roads the same as other parts of the province, 
were able to pay the loans they had obtained of the government, 
and able to supply a large portion of that milk that was sold to 
the people of Winnipeg. By the assistance of the government they 


are building up a fine country that will be an economic asset to 
the province, 13 


Major Issues: (1) Government Spending. 


There were two significant reactions to the kinds of schemes 
outlined above and defended by the Norris Government, both reactions 
constituting rather major issues in an otherwise quiet campaign: the 
charge of extravagance, and the talk of a need for opposition and non- 
partisan sectional or occupational representation. 


R. G. Willis, Conservative Party leader, charged the govern- 
ment with extravagant spending, pointing to the cost of the parliament 
buildings which had exceeded five million dollars. Mr. Willis talked 
of the high cost to the province of the large number of commissions 
and associated civil servants supported by the government. He drew 
attention, as well, to the greatly increased burden of taxation, 
once justified by a war effort but still unchanged two years after the 
cessation of hostilities. 


In Portage La Prairie the major local issue was government 
Policy in respect to the development of hydro-electric power. Trans- 
Mission lines were being constructed from Winnipeg to Portage but 
the provincial government's share of the project exceeded initial 


SS eects 


13 MFP, June 17, 1920, p. 1. 
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estimates, and seemingly left a burden on municipalities for repayments 
for construction of transmission lines and operation, Establishment of 
the Manitoba Power Commission had given the Provincial Government com- 
plete control over distribution and rates. 14 When physical difficul- 
ties over construction of the line arose opposition spokesmen were 
quick to respond. Speaking at the close of the campaign in Portage, 
Mr, Willis said of the government's hydro electric policy: “It was a 
poor policy, the line poorly constructed....it had blown down once and 
would Beis down again and...the government had no right to spend a cent 
on it.” 


Whatever spending went into the Manitoba Power Commission it 
was but one example of what irked Manitoba Conservatives in June of 1920. 
W. J. Christie, Winnipeg Conservative, outlined the increase in fixed 
debt figures: an increase from $27,323,373 in 1915 to $42,966,870 in 
1920, In order to raise money for current expenses, Mr. Christie 
reported, an amusement tax, company tax, corporation taxes, and tax on 
vacant land had all been imposed, Mr. Christie also complained that the 
Norris administration had not reduced the provincial debt or cost of 
civil service as promised in previous platforms. He charged that vari- 
ous contracts had been let and bond issues sold without an open call for 
tenders, Mr. Christie then charged that Provincial Treasurer Edward 
Brown had left himself open to going into the bond business after be- 
coming a member of the government. : 


Both the Willis charge of extravagance and Christie"’s charge of 
personal misdemeanor brought immediate responses from Mr. Brown. He 
Challenged Mr. Willis to debate the facts with him at a public meeting 
and called for W. J. Christie to end his insinuations by either making 
& specific charge or withdrawing his comments. Winnipeg Conservative 
J. T. Haig claimed that Edward Brown and his “colleagues” controlled 


: 14 Further details can be found in CAR (1920), pp. 723-724, 
and 733=7 34. 


15 MFP, June 29, 1920, p. 12. 
16 Ibid., June 16, 1920, p. 16, and June 19, 1920, p. 35. 
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the press and that it would therefore “be impossible to obtain an un- 
biased report in justice on any case we might present"; so that the 


debate never took place. — 


Edward Brown replied to W. J. Christie's charges by saying his 
firm had not received the bond issue in question, but had been instru- 
mental in aiding the government in getting a good price. He had a 
letter from the former Provincial Treasurer acknowledging his services. 


In regard to the failure to call tenders, Mr. Brown claimed there 
were times when the government would have looked ridiculous because: 
“the humiliation of not receiving a bid happened with the Greater 
Winnipeg Water District, When tenders were called, when the market was 
difficult and prices hard, securities were liable to fall into the hands 
of weak holders and irreparable injury would be in consequence done to 
future prospects of borrowing,” he said. 18 


The Conservatives were joined by other opposition factions in 
their concern over the expense of government services. A farmers’ 
nomination meeting in the Gilbert Plains constituency found one nominee 
criticizing the government for spending money to finish the parliament 
buildings. “He said they should have boarded them up and left them as 
a monument to the inefficiency of the Tories," reported the Free Press. 
“Money spent on roads meals. have put a high school in every district,” 


the nominee continued. 


Some Liberal candidates who ran in opposition to the government, 
standing as they did for greater economy of public expenditure and for a 
lowering of property taxation, called the Norris administration a "brain- 
less bunch of financial drunkards, who had led this province to the brink 
of an abyss,” ap 


17 MFP, June 25, 1920, p. 7. 
18 Ibid., June 26, 1920, p. 3. 
19 Ibid., June 16, 1920, p. 4. 


20 TIbid., June 10, 1920, p. 16. The candidates preferring to 
Call themselves “Liberals in Opposition to the Government” included Neil 
Carey and D. S. Lyons of Winnipeg. 
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Government supporters answered the charges of extravagant 
spending by citing figures on interest charges. The Minister of Public 
Works Geowge A. Grierson, said the $892,000 so spent were not the 
fault of the Norris Government, Mr. Grierson spoke of increased costs 
of operation being offset by increased revenues, and pointed to in- 
creased grants to schools, hospitals, agriculture and to salaries of 
civil servants, to account for the expenditures. Since costs were 
generally up seventy-five per cent while government expenditures had 
only increased by one-third, the government, Mr. Grierson said, had 
actually saved money elsewhere. za 


Isaac Campbell blamed both the war effort and the extra services 
offered by the government for the necessity of increased spending. He 
reminded the Winnipeg electorate that, unlike the pre-1915 days, not a 
single charge of corruption or call for committee investigation had 
been demanded in regard to the Norris administration's handling of 
funds. “More money has been spent,” he admitted, “but their hands are 
clean. There is not a trace or taint of suspicion against any of then. 
That is one of the things the people of Manitoba, without any self- 
interest in politics, can be proud of," EZ 


Attorney-General A. B. Hudson defended the government's ex- 
panded use of public commissions and the “employment of lawyers whose 
fees have been so much criticized." He stated that such fees were set 
by judges and not by the government, and asserted that perhaps a 
hillion dollars would be realized as a result eee investigation 


into the previous government's political mess. 


21 MFP, June 16, 1920, p. 2. 
22 Ibid., June 17, 1920, p. 1. 
23 Ibid., June 29, 1920, p. 4. 
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Major Issues (2) Sectional Representation. 


The other major concern of opposition candidates was, quite 
simply, the need for opposition members in a very one-sided House. The 
concern of many Labour and Farmer candidates was, in addition, to 
appropriate some kind of sectional or occupational representation in 
opposition to, or within, the government. But to be concerned with 
sectional representation was to readjust the priority of partisan 
allegiances, Hence, the Norris Government was also prompted to defend 
itself against charges of being simply a “party” government. Minister 
of Education Dr. R. S. Thornton proclaimed the independence of all 
members of the past legislature as they proposed sweeping reforms by 
asserting that “there never had been an occasion during the last 
five years when the members of the administration had dictated in any 
respect to those who aligned themselves with it as its supporters. The 
government had not made the legislature; the legislature had made the 
government.” As there seemed to be the practice of devising legisla- 
tion in caucus, Dr. Thornton said of that practice “surely nothing could 
be more independent than a round table conference,” 


The demand for political independence was to be found in every 
quarter. It is interesting to examine some of) them. We have already 
noted the local and independent nature of Farmer candidates, Labor- 
oriented candidates were divided into at least four factions: the Dominion 
Labour Party under F. J. Dixon's leadership; John Queen's Social Demo- 
cratic Party; the Ex-Soldiers and Sailors Labour Party; and the Socialist 
Party of Canada. Only the latter failed to unite with the Dominion 
labour Party for purposes of the campaign for labor representation. 


In Winnipeg, four women ran for office for the first time in the 
province's history. One independent candidate, Mrs. John Dick, des- 
cribed herself as a Children's candidate, claiming that the nation’s 
and her own first interests were those of the mother and child. She 
Was a Norris supporter but “wished to reserve the right of her own 


0 


24 MFP, June 8, 1920, p. 1. 
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opinion in order to escape the caucus policy which she felt was not the 


democratic form of government.” 25 


Other independents considered themselves chiefly as spokesmen for 
soldiers or veterans. While Captain D. Nelson Armstrong (retired) was 
forced to deny that he was asking for “class legislation” for veterans, 
he did promise to support regulations against Central European immigra- 
tion. “In the next legislature our strongest and greatest safeguard will 
be in the independent benches,” he claimed. “The soldiers can be more 
faithfully served by an independent representative than by party-tied 
politicians. Do not be deceived by the various party interpretations 
of the term ‘independent candidate’,” Captain Armstrong continued. 

"Yould it not be better for Winnipeg to have representation in our 
Provincial House not subservient to party?” The veteran captain pro- 
mised support of provincial assistance for the reestablishment of 
veterans in all mattersincluding land settlement, 26 


Per haps the most bizarre independent candidacy, to our con- 
temporary mode of thinking, was the Winnipeg candidate E, Bailey Fisher 
who was duly nominated the Isaac Brock Community Club’s Independent 
candidate, Mr. Fisher favored "a good honest business administration” 
in which those who were best fitted to direct government departments 
were selected, as in business corporations for their ability to take 
charge, and not because of party affiliation. Directing attention to 
the question of a lack of representation in “the system at present in 
force,” the club speakers outlined their philosophy of legislative 
representation and independency, as the Free Press reported. 

The right to send men to parliament to represent a community for 
their acts, speakers contended, had been almost wholly neglected 
by the great majority of people, and the fact that the country had 
not been better governed they attributed to the fact that the 


people had never taken sufficient interest in the matter to vote 
intelligently. 


ee 
25 MFP, June 21, 1920, p. 12. 


; 26 Ibid., June 28, 1920, p. 10. See also MFP, June 24, 1920, 
B35, | 
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Qne of the club's number then explained that “as the Community 
Club represented all classes of the community, it was essentially the 
best body to nominate a representative of the community in parliament." 
He then “expressed the belief that the community clubs would in time 
lead the way in political reform throughout the dominion.” ad 


What almost all of the opposition candidates (whether Farmer, 
Labour, or Independent) were implying was that straight party govern- 
ment would have to give pride of place to a more genuine representa- 
tion of constituency interests. 


But others saw weaknesses in the above position. The Free Press 
warned editorially, and with considerable astuteness, that this “very 
quiet campaign,” resulting from satisfaction with the government, could 
foster danger by the number of independents splitting the vote. The 
paper foresaw even the poorly organized opposition as capable of dividing 
the progressive electors. Such a division would result in the election 
of, what it called, those reflecting the “compact party vote,” but not 
the actual opinion of the constituency. Such an outcome was possible 
because of a time when “new ideas march a little faster than even the 
most progressive political party.” The editorial then described the 
demise of “old-style” party-machine politics as it defended the Norris 
administration. 

The strength of the government with the electors rests upon its 
legislative achievements and its administrative record. The con- 
trast between the political atmosphere of today and that which 
prevailed six years ago, when the former government won its last 
party victory, indicates the extent of the political revolution 
which has taken place in this province. The old style of political 
warfare is over; the fierce passions which it excited no longer 
burn; the political practices which disgraced the province have 
disappeared; politics in place of being a “dirty mess" which made 
decent people hold their noses has become an honorable and useful 
Calling; our public men are worthy of and command respect, 28 

The question of the importance of re-electing a clean and 
honest administration was part of the larger issue of adequate repre- 


sentation. The Free Press editorial position was shared by at least 
Se 


27 MFP, June 16, 1920, p. 16. 
28 Editorial; “The Manitoba Elections,” MFP, June 7, 1920, p. 13. 
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one rural correspondent who explained the consequences of the desire 
for a sounder opposition, His remarks seemed addressed to farmer in- 
dependents and the reluctance of the UFM to enter the campaign on any- 
thing but a local nature. 

In view of the friendly relations which have always existed be- 

tween the Norris government and the farmers’ organizations it is 

hardly conceivable that any member of the UFM wants to see it dis- 

placed. Where independent political action has been taken it is 

probably due to a desire to have a stronger opposition in the 

legislature. And the possible consequences of persistence in 

such a course should be thoroughly considered while there is yet 

time to.avert a serious mistake, 

The writer then recalled the history of co-operation between Mr. 

Norris and the farmers. He reminded his readers that R. G. Willis was 
not a farmer and in disposition could be regarded largely as hostile to 
farmers--a strong partisan who had stayed with his party "through every 
good and evil report” and "even speaks admiringly of the Roblin govern- 
29 


ment,” 


The Free Press went further and charged that many independents 
were really party men in disguise. The newspaper pointed to a public 
meeting at Minnedosa to choose an independent to oppose the Norris 
Government, which meeting was to be addressed by Mr. Willis and a 
Winnipeg Conservative candidate, 30 


Major Issues: (3) Schools Legislation. 


W. L. Morton says of the 1920 provincial election: “No issue 
Clarified the campaign, no leader appeared to dominate the new movement 
in politics. Even the farmers entry into politics was to a considerable 
degree a cloak for opposition to the school legislation of 1916." 31 


29 letter from F, Howell of Boissevain, MFP, June 18, 1920, 
Pp. 17. It 4s interesting to note the attitude of one rural newspaper on 
farmer participation: "Desirous of breaking entirely away from the 
shackles of old time partisanship, they have decided, against the advice 


of their leaders tor..enter the field of provincial politics.” Killarney 


Guide (Killarney, Manitoba),June 10, 1920 as cited in Morton, Manitoba: 
A History, p. 374, 


30 MFP, June 17, 1920, p. 13. 
31 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 375. 
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It would be our contention that the two questions just discussed 
were most in evidence in June Of 1920. As we noted very early in this 
chapter, and W. L. Morton agrees, there was a definite split in regard to 
attitudes toward the school legislation of 1916. Both French and Ukrainian 


Manitobans attempted to use the farmer s'discontent to elect their own 


opponents of the school legislation. 


A letter carried by the Free Press late in the campaign serves 
as an excellent summation of Morton’s contention that those opposed to 
the school legislation were attempting to enlist the support of others, 
while disguising their real purposes, 


It seems that English-speaking voters do not seem to realize that 
numerous candidates who are asking for their support on all sorts of 
promises, have said nothing at all to them about their real attitude 
on the school and language question. It might be interesting to 
these voters to know that these same candidates who are so much con- 
cerned with progress and all manners of Utopian “reforms,” are so 
backward and reactionary, that they would, for the sake of personnal 
ambition, murder the heritage of our language and the right of every 
child in this province to get at least a common school education. 

I have noticed this particularly in this riding, the provincial 
riding of St. Clements, which has a very large percentage of voters 
of foreign birth. I have heard time and again, the opponents of 
Mr. Ross [Liberal, St. Clements] appeal to this same class of voters, 
on the ground that Mr. Ross was responsible for compulsory education, 
and the abolition of bi-lingualism., The old appeal of race passions, 
which we had hoped had finally died out, is being revived again, and 
these arguments of the most inflammmatory kind, are bound to leave 
permanent hostility tgyenda our laws and institutions in the minds of 
the foreign settlers. 


The letter covers almost every conceivable dimension of the 
perennial school question, The Free Press had attempted to warn the 
electorate of the same danger as the above letter and in so doing indicated 


that the issue must have been widely felt. 


All over the province there are groups of non-English electors who 
are going to vote solidly against the government on account of its 
educational policy, partly from a desire for revenge, partly in the 


32 Morton, Manitoba, A History, p. 375. 


33 Letter signed by H. C. Whellams of East Kildonan, MFP, 
June 28, 1920, p. 13. 
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hope that if the Norris government is defeated they can force 
concessions from the new government, thus restoring approximately 
the conditions which were so great a source of concern to the 
people of the province some years ago, The electors cannot afford 
to take a chance, They must make certain that the educational 
administration remains for sade period of years in the capable 
hands of the men now in charge. 

The Norris Government made no attempt to defend its educational 
policy tending rather to count it amongst its long list of achievements, 
To the achievement of compulsory education and the abolition of bi- 
lingualism could be added the organization of “school districts in foreign 
settlements through the agency of an official trustee," The policies 
had made it possible, said the Free Press, “for good English teachers to 
take charge of these schools by building ‘teacherages' of which there are 
how over 100 in the provinice."-- 


The Conservative platform publicized in mid-April had simply re- 
stated the same principles invested in Liberal legislation. The calls for 
support of agricultural education and assistance to the University touched 
on separate issues in no way as major as compulsory schooling and the 
repeal of the Coldwell amendments already foricinted:- 


That the Norris administration may have gone too far may have been 
indicated by the bell-weather on such matters: the Grand Orange Lodge. 
The Orangemen urged members to vote for Premier Norris in appreciation for 
“wiping out the Laurier-Greenway settlement.” The Norris educational 
policy, said the lodge, "surpassed our most sanguine expectations in their 
endeavors to bring about a truly national school system in Manitoba.">" 
At a meeting of the French-Canadian Educational Association held at St. 
Boniface on June 22, the Catholic Archbishop Belliveau expressed the hope 
that the organization would achieve its ends: “the teaching of French and 
Teligion in the ena Ces 


34 Editorial: "Issues in the Provincial Elections,” MFP, June 
5, 1920, p. 15. , 


55 MFP, June 22, 1920, p. 13. 
36 CAR (1920), p. 749. 
Sig MFP, June 26, 1920, p. 4. 
38 CAR (1920), p. 740. 
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The Norris Government's continued difficulty with similar demands 
for the right to teach German and Church History by the Mennonites in 
Rhineland and Hanover resulted eventually in the partial emigration of 
these long-time citizens of Manitoba. A more thorough investigation of 
issues like the school legislation of 1916 and its less known or less 
articulated dimensions in 1920, and other campaigns, remains a subject 
well worth further exploration to correct the interpretations that come 
through the more standard, available, and non-ethnic sources of information 
like the Canadian Annual Review and the Manitoba Free Press.” 


Major Issues: (4) Prohibition. 


On the question of liquor legislation it appears, again, to be 
the Liberal Government's far-reaching legislation which created new dim- 
ensions to an old issue, The sale of liquor had been legislated against 
under the Norris administration so that total prohibition was in effect 
in Manitoba, The lone exception was the sale of liquor in pharmacies for 
medicinal purposes and, as might well be expected, a vastly abused purpose 
it was. legislation to ban the import of liquor from provinces which still 
lacked prohibition legislation, like Quebec, still lay in the future. The 
major issue in this area, therefore, was fast becoming the question of 
government control versus total prohibition, The Conservative Party had 
unanimously agreed in convention on a referendum on this issue which seemed 
also to divide its own Cenent loses 


Apart from such a proposal the only heat generated on the pro- 
hibition question in the June campaign seemed much more related to the 
question of an impartial administering of the act. In particular, im- 


39 Prof. Tom Peterson's recent and very excellent essay “Ethnic 
and Class Politics in Manitoba” is unable to develop this issue to any 
extent. Peterson did-have the advantage of a Ukrainian translator and it 
is probably just such knowledge that is needed to provide a new perspective 
on these issues, It is obviously no accident that the liberal Anglo- 

Saxon perspectives of English-speaking scholars is predominant. We 
Cannot, many of us, even read or understand the small foreign-language 
newspapers which would raise other sides of many issues affecting ethnic 
Rinorities, 


40 CAR (1920), p. 749. 
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partiality was called for in the handling of convictions and payments 

of fines. R. G, Willis also charged that “much of the confiscated liquor 
taken in by the government “had been bootlegged and that no doubt after 
this election stocks would still be lower.” Such charges were denied, 
and missing amounts of liquor cited as being so low as to make the 

Willis charges ridiculous, One flask and ten bottles from all the 
immense quantity seized all over the province had in fact been lost, 
reported E, A. Macpherson, (Liberal--Portage La Prairie), “! 


Sectional Issues: Labor. 


Whatever long range effects the Winnipeg General Strike was to 
have on Manitoba politics is difficult to establish. Perhaps the strike 
was much more to be seen as a reflection of growing Labor concerns with 
the right of collective bargaining, workmen's compensation, a proper 
structure to facilitate negotiation over employer-employee disputes, fair 
wage and employment practices, and adequate pensions and allowances. All 
of these matters were, at the very least, sectional concerns and most had 
already seen considerable government attention, The 1919 strike simply 


added another dimension to the cluster of broad social and sectional issues 


Taised by Labor representatives. The right of imprisoned Labor leaders to 
compete in the election was finally resolved when official approval was 
granted to candidates R. 8. Russell, R. J. Johns, George Armstrong and 

W. A, Pritchard of the Socialist Party of Canada, Rev. William Ivens of 
the Dominion Labour Party and John Queen, Social Democrat, Armstrong, 
Ivens and Queen proved to be successful and, when the new House sat, 

these three gentlemen were still residents of Stony Mountain Penitentiary. 


The role of Labor in bringing about the strike, the different 


attitudes by more and less radical laborites, and the role of the provinéial 


government, were all matters of consideration in the 1920 campaign. 
EERO 


; 4) MFP, June 16, 1920, pp. 1&3; June 19, 1920, p. 35; and 
June 28, 1920, p. 3. 
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As indicated, the Norris Government had passed an immense amount 
of social or labor legislation. Their Labor critics were dissatisfied 
with many matters, particularly the Workmen's Compensation Act, pensions, 
and veterans allowahces. Labor groups wanted a compensation act which 
would protect against monetary loss while a worker was incapacitated. 
Defenders of the government act claimed that Dominion Labour Party leader 
F, J. Dixon knew about employer-employee agreements to accept state 
insurance and incomes in compensation in order to ensure against a rise 
in» premiums, but Dixon was now attacking workmen's compensation because 
4t wasn't what he thought it would bat’ 


Dominion Labour Party candidates Dixon and Fred G. Tipping spoke 
of inadequate pensions paid to widows under the Mother's Allowance Act and 
the lack of support afforded to the families of men serving prison sent- 
RS Joined by the Ex-Soldiers and Sailor Labour Party, the umbrella 
Dominion Labour Party endorsed "the principle of the cash bonus movement 
on behalf of returned soldiers, and approved of the provincial government 
doing everything within its power to aid veterans or their dependents 
pending further legislation by the Dominion Government,” i 


Criticisms of the Norris Government had come from all quarters in 
regard to his handling of the strike. A report of one Winnipeg Labor 
meeting recorded a speaker asking “where the Norris government was when 
the men and women were being beaten up in the north end of the city.” 

The same speaker Bi he be that no government by prosecutions could stop 


the "Labour movement." 


The co-operation amongst labor groups was considerable and be- 
fore the official green light had been given to Alderman John Queen to 
Compete in the campaign, Messrs. Dixon, Ivens and W. A. James appealed 
in an open air meeting for the working class of the city to register 
their vote for Mr. Queen "as a decisive protest against his Poovey ag 


42 MFP, June 3, 1920, p. 4; and June 25, 1920, Pp. 2. 
43 Ibid., June 3, 1920, p. 4. 

Wh Tbid., June 10, 1920, p. 16. 

45 Ibid., June 15, 1920, p. 1. 

46 Ibid., June 11, 1920, p. 9. 
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The Socialist Party of Canada was not quite so co-operative, 
One of its leading spokesmen, Frank Cassidy, was brought in from Van- 


couver, Mr. Cassidy summed up the party's reservations about the labor 


movement as “indulging in a forelorn hope.” 


They put their faith in certain nostrums or reforms, which, however, 
would not improve the conditions of the workers, even if carried out, 
so long as society remained as constituted at the present time. The 


benefits that would accrue from :these reforms if effected would be 


no greater than those brought about by the so-called reform parties 


of the past. The only movement worthy of support, was the revolu- 
tionary movement, the class conscious movement, for which the 
Socialists stood and which had for its one object the emancipation 
of the working class from the thraldom of the capitalist class and 
the bringing about of that day when the workers would enjoy the 
full product of their toil. So long as workers were content to 


take less than that they would remain slaves as long as they lived. 


Such Socialist positions received their share of criticism during 
the campaign for being unreasonable revolutionary stances which, in turn, 


had promoted and extended the strike for revolutionary reasons. 


The Norris Government defended itself in the face of labor 


criticisms by pointing to its record of labor legislation. The Workmen's 
Compensation Act established a commission which took disputes out of the 
hands of private lawyers. All such commissions established the work of 


civil servants, thus abolishing patronage, or so argued T. H. Johnson, 


“It won't satisfy the Reds. We have no ambition or desire or intention 


of satisfying the Reds" said Mr. Johnson in reference. to the Socialist 
Party, Appealing, as he said, to moderate labor unionists to acknow- 
ledge the progressiveness of the government in labor legislation, he 
concluded his address at a major Winnipeg Liberal meeting by stating: 


The policy of the government has been, and is today our guiding 
principle to endeavor by every measure passed, by the attitude of 
the government, to bring employers and employees together to dis- 
cuss their differences and not to fight. Our object has been to 
establish industrial peace and not to perpetuate industrial war- 
fare, 48 


47 MFP, June 14, 1920, p. 12. 
HS Ibid,, June 17, 1920, p. 3. 
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Minor Issues. 


As in all other campaigns there were a host of more minor con- 
cerns. One such concern was the need for new roads and one writer in the 
Free Press claimed the five million dollars spent on the parliament 
buildings “would have built two thousand miles of excellent highway.” 5 
Excitement reigned over proportional representation in Winnipeg where 
Labour candidates advocated a parallel system for rural constituencies, 
and the Free Press considered that the "weighing of the relative merits 
of the candidates" would result in a “stirring up of the sluggish mind 
of the eed which would be “good for him” and “for the country 
stered for the first time by women. "Women of Manitoba, you are voting 
for the first time in provincial elections"! said Premier Norris in one 
of his closing campaign salvos: 


too.... Equal excitment existed as well for the votes to be regi- 


Do you approve of the legislation specially affecting social and 
home conditions enacted by the government, district nursing, mini- 
mum wage, mothers’ allowances, Dower Act, better provisions for the 
education of the child, granting of the franchise itself? If so, 
use your franchise to show your approval. 51 


The Results. 


The results of the election ended the Norris majority. They 
indicated the potential of the farmers’ movement for future government. 
Labour and Socialist Party representation was also strong with eleven 
victors throughout the province, and Labour leader F. J. Dixon literally 
running away with Winnipeg's first experience with proportional repre- 


etree 


49 MFP, June 14, 1920, p. 13. 
50 Ibid., June 9, 1920, p. 133 and CAR (1920), p. 751. 
51 MFP, June 26, 1920, p. 11. 
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sentation. 52 Even one of Winnipeg's four women candidates, Liberal 53 


Mrs. Edith Rogers, was successful in winning one of the city’s ten seats, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1920. 


PA nT Y SEATS POPULAR ca SEATS 

WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Liberals 21 51,659 35.9 38.2 
Conservatives 7 24,210 16.9 207 
Farmers | 12 22,739 15.8 21.8 
Dominion Labour Party 10 25,072 47-68 1.2 

(and affiliates) 

Socialist Party 1 44797 353 be) 
Independents 4 15,163 10.6 73 


A detailed analysis of country and Winnipeg voting was contained 


in the Canadian Parliamentary Guide (1921), (Supra, pp. 315-316). The 
decline of traditional partyism might be measured by the fact that the 
liberals and Conservatives took only 52.8 per cent of the popular vote in 
1920 compared to 87.1 per cent in 1915 and 89.4 per cent in 1914, 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1920, 


Major, Province-Wide, 
1, Administrative Record of Norris Government, 
(a) Extravagant spending. (Right). 
(4) Numbers of commissions and civil servants. 


52 F. J. Dixon received 11,586 first choice ballots. His closest 
rival was T, H, Johnson over 7,000 first votes behind with 4,386, Candi- 
dates were elected in the following manner: The total number of ballots 
cast were divided by the total number of seats plus one (11) and one added 
to the dividend. Voters numbered their choices 1, 2, 3,...so on up to (in 
this case) 41 if they wished, Ballots in excess of the number required 
for election (in 1920: 48,027+11=4, 366+1=4, 367) were transferred to the 
sécond choice listed on the excess ballots. In this election as many as 
7,219 of F. J. Dixon's ballots could be transferred to a second choice, 

i, e.: 11, 586-4, 367=7,219. In fact of course not all ballots would have 
Contained a second choice. Low men on the totem pole were also eliminated 
end their second choice selections considered, And so, low men and ex- 
cesses were transferred until ten candidates exceeded 4,367 votes or were 
the Only ten remaining and were then declared elected. 


53 Mrs. Rogers is not to be confused with the Alberta MLA of the 
Same name, 
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1. Administrative Record of Norris Government. - cont'd. 
(b) New taxes, 
(ec) Achievements. 
(da) Public tenders. 
(e) Provincial Treasurer in bond business. (Personality). 


Major, Sectional, 
2. Sectional Representation, (Political). 

(a) Revolution versus reform. (Socialist Left). 

(b) Non-partisan, independent and occupational representation. 
3. Farn. 

(a) Tariffs on agricultural machinery. 

(b) Shortage of farm labor. 

(c) Failures of railway policy. 

(a) Public abattoir. 

(e) Political interference in Agriculture College. 

(f) Rural Credit Societies, 

(g) "Cow scheme." 

(h) Sectional frustration, (Diffuse, Instrumental), 
4, Labor. (Left). 

(a) Aftermath of Winnipeg General Strike, 

(1) Role of Labor in strike, (Right). 
({41) Role of government in strike. 

(b) Collective bargaining. 

(c) Workmen's compensation. 

(da) Fair wages and employment, 

(e) Pensions and allowances, 
5. Education, (Rerennial). 

(a) Reaction to compulsory education. 

(b) Bi-lingual instruction. 

(c) Religious education. 


(left). 
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Minor, and/or Local. 


6, Prohibition. (Specific, Instrumental), 
(a) Total prohibition versus government control, 
(b) Impartial administration. 
(c) Confiscation of liquor. 


Aid to veterans, (Sectional), 

Control and Costs of Hydro-electric power. (Local). 
New roads, (Local), 

Proportional representation. (Local, Side). 

Women's use of vote. (Sectional, Dead). 
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PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE 


SEATS 
Government (oo sire aeie nui ot etree pesca Ue aite a eet BO ste 21 
Conservatives. csc cere cceen 7 
Farmers sc occ ork dhs ook 12 
Independents. ... 4 
Wictoreieialavetetels te) vveteralsialclejcsciafe tele (sisi e aid. etaiclera oie cea isieteyern.s «Sree atte oe 11 
Wet Pra ee AAC, SRE ye RESET Ere a eee Pte een ie ane tA eo sR 53 
cclama tions: ose tee Seren re ee ne Re ae 3 
MANITOBA BY-ELECTIONS 
BIRTLE 

(Oct. 14, 1920) 
HonstG.JH . Malcatsst CG) a3 .)e e.0)s areveinrt occ te cscisinieveisietetererereis Acclamation 

LAKESIDE - 

~ (Jan. 31, 1921) 
HonsCs. DD; McPherson: (G)i tcchitaetesnatecis crore se stereeinlorsiste' cabo ares 1,176 
Boas Muir (Boas caren en aa ee ee een oe ee 1 020 
Majority asso. 3 ree 5 588 xe os oo 03 a eras nee s Sein cet a etnel's Be 156 

DATES OF MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

1S8TOscAsera sed art ORL. . US ee ee eee Dec. 27 
1 eA Sees ety he ON RAS ARIES aN A AM aA: Dec. 23 
1 oo aie Re a ERe st srNLaRCR MECN CES CERT TD OR Dec. 18 
187984 4 oe. Byte). Ae ies fe Vee. Dec. 16 
NSS 5 eee settle Seas Me eae es i tris She ea sees Jans 23 
SSG Seats itaccialatera aT a ate eae he eA eieeaaauai one a sieieit oko Dec. 9 
1 hota: Ta A RSC OI a a CERO cee aees GETS Naan een 3 July i1 
189200. . BRS SET CIRACIS PACA SLD ORO rs OE RRL OOS July 23 
NSO iar cietrieiena Creiceenic ea renies te eevee ele tirone teenetove, aie wees ‘anes 
S99 ae ee aecie pyetaieiaates aera ee aS ce cies sae oer Dec. 7 
TOOS | Fe Wels. es ee, ee TH og eka eines July 20 
DDO Te erase cooks ave et RH ae crak Sete ne OS Sate ene Kuler, 2 
EDO ee ere orehee cacy te oer tea ade ere aie clare. aver eiwianeie oath eae June 11 
OE Pe BEER SG aoa Rae Ooh ae Unt ret Oe Ree An RE July 1¢ 
1911S 24s. Scene: BR. REO . TACOS RSLS. Ba. Sept. 16 
DATE eae hate aPeiPR age 5 | cd Oe eS OO IER eC ITE COI PCIe June 29 


(See Appendix.) 
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Sees CT.O.RY FOR “RURAL .V LR TUES 


JUNE 24 TO JULY 18, 1922 


PARTY | LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberals T, C. Norris 38 
United Farmers of Manitoba = ----- DOs 
Conservatives . F. G. Taylor: 27 
Independent Labour Party F. J. Dixon 14 


(and affiliates) 


Socialist Party and Worker's = 8 o----- 6 
Party (Communist) 


Independents (including Fusionists)  - - - - - 20 


45 single member districts plus one ten-member district, Winnipeg, 
using Hare system of proportional representation. Total of 55 
seats. 

* U.F.M. candidate total includes 8 Winnipeg Progressives affiliated 
with U.F.M. 


The Key Cluster: Party and Class Politics. 


T, C, Norris faced an almost impossible situation in the Manitoba 
legislature, as what amounted to “sroup governnent" encouraged members to 
either kill or force withdrawal of 82 out of 157 bills in the 1921-22 
sessions, and found cabinet ministers voting against each other and the 
governnent, - P, A, Talbot, who had deserted the Liberals over the party's 


cttthteeeeE——E———E 


1 CAR (1922), p. 767. 
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implementation of compulsory schooling, moved a vote of want of confidence 
in the government over its failure to abolish the Public Utilities 
Commission after such a recommendation had been carried in the house the 
previous fall. Talbot's motion carried and as soon as matters of supply 
were completed, dissolution was granted. The election campaign of 
June-July, 1922 was in many ways a continuation of the 1920 campaign save 
that now the United Farmers of Manitoba had met in convention and 
decided to enter politics officially, even though they lacked a leader, 
The farmers were inspired by the sweeping provincial victory of the 
United Farmers of Alberta and the sixty-five Progressive members (almost 
entirely farmers) in the House of Commons. Both elections had taken place 
in the latter half of 1921. The many farmer grievances which we have 
outlined in earlier campaigns were now augmented by the onslaught of 
depression; wheat prices which plummetted to new lows; the failure of the 
Federal Qovernment to launch its new Wheat Board; unchanged freight rates 
and tariffs; and a final and unalterable disenchantment with the old 
parties, which were now being successfully challenged by farm representatives 
federally and provincially across the country. 


Such was the climate that ushered in the extensive participation of 
one of the first groups to feel the pressures of the times, the Manitoba 
farners, 


Like 1920, also, were the major contentions in regard to the nature 
of the party system and, while every party or “group” favored stable 
hajority government, there were deep-rooted disagreements as to the means 
of achieving stable government that was truly representative of the people 
of the province, The rise of both farm and labor organizations raised the 
controversy as to whether such organizations would merely replace old 
party biases with new class prejudices. Could any unity or stability 
result while rural farmer and urban workingman supported alternative 
political organizations? 


. Even within well-established political structures the questions of 
Class politics and group government arose. In Brandon City, John H. 
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Edmison ran as a “fusion” candidate with Liberal and Conservative 
support as did Free Larter in Kildonan and St. Andrews. Such a fusion 
of the two old parties was seen by many as indicative of the growth of 
the movement to compensate for previously neglected western interests. 
Such was the view of a leading businessman like J. H. Ashdown who spoke 
of forty to fifty years of rule by old parties located in the east. "I 
think it is granted we have to fight for ourselves if we are going to 
get what we ought to have in this western country," said Ashdown with 
matters like freight rates and natural resources in mind,” 


Within the U.F.M, and its Winnipeg counterpart, the Progressives, 
‘there were differences of opinion over occupational representation and, 
‘ what Winnipeg Progressives like R. W, Craig and George F, Chipman called, 
a “broadening out" policy of co-operation between city and country, farm 
and labor, perhaps even between old and “new” parties, Chipman was 
editor of the Grain Growers" Guide. His attempts at the “broadening-out”® 
idea and uncompromising editorials may have accounted for the defeat of 
this Winnipeg candidate highly touted as the next premier of the province. 
Chipman seems not to have appealed to Labor while alienating the 
financial community in Winnipeg. 


R. W. Craig, Winnipeg lawyer, was the only Progressive elected in 
the capital city. He both described the major issue of the campaign, 
and offered his co-operative solution for its 


eeethe old parties by making party advantage their main objective, 
with questionable means of obtaining that object, have become largely 
out of touch with the people and the conviction is general that 
heretofore party advantage rather than public interest has been the 
Suiding principle of government, 


Mr, Craig’s solution: 


Co-operation with the United Farmers of Manitoba so that urban and 
rural representatives may unite to form a strong and stable adminis- 
tration for the benefit of all classes. 


cence NEN 


2 MFP, June 22, 1922, p. 12. 


3 Editorial, Canadian Forum, XI (August, 1922), 708. A 
discussion on the “broadening out" philosophy at the federal level is 
Contained in the September 1922 issue, p. 739. ; 
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Craig then described the establishment of the city-country co-operation 
in Manitoba. | 


The fact that the initiative in the organization of the Winnipeg 
Progressive Association has been taken by the leaders of the Farmer's 
Movement resident in Winnipeg shows that it is considered by them 

as desirable and essential, A policy should be adopted on which all 
can agree, the keynote of which shall be progressiveness in legis- 
lation and honesty and efficiency in administration, the guiding 
principal of which shall be none other than that of public welfare, 
With that in view the Winnipeg Progressive Association has adopted a 
policy embodied in the platform which was adopted on May 30, 1922. 
It is upon that platform that the Winnipeg Progressive candidates in 
this election seek your support. 


The quiet confidence felt among U.F.M. candidates, who sought as 
much to well-represent farm interests as to form an official opposition 


or government, prompted Winnipeg Progressives to claim that only the 
U.F.M.-Progressive coalition was able to form a government. They 


encouraged voters to select the entire ticket of eight candidates to ensure 


stability. 


While other parties and candidates stressed financial questions 
and charges of extravagant spending, the Winnipeg Progressives insisted 
that the stable government which would result from their co-operative 
position was the crucial matter, Large newspaper advertisements pleaded 
with the voters: 


We no doubt, all have friends on the tickets of the other parties, 
but in this election the vital question is co-operation between the 
urban and rural communities--the formation of a Government which 
represents all sections of the electorate of Manitoba and which is 
representative of both urban and rural population. The Progressives 


urge upon you, as a matter of public policy, that the interests of the 
Province as a whole will be better served by the election of the whole 


Progressive ticket than by the election of individuals, Conservatives 
or Liberals, who, if sent to the Legislature as a result of this 


election, can only form part of the perros ros to the Government which 


will undoubtedly be formed by Progressives. 


Conservative spokesmen, like the party leader Fawcett G, Taylor 
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and Winnipeg candidate John T. Haig, warned of the “sinister class movement” 


a 
MFP, June 28, 1922, p. l. 
Pioid., July 7, 1922, Dp. 3. 
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which the electoral fight was all about. A united Manitoba, they 
argued, could not come about unless political parties were "big enough 
and broad enough" to include different classes of people, The waxing 
factions of city and country in the Progressive movement were seen as 
a threat to Manitoba unity and the favoring of one class at the expense 


of another. 


Government Liberals warned of political chaos by group govern- 
ment if Premier Norris failed to achieve a majority. Othergovernment 
candidates argued differently: that there needn't have been an election, 
since, as they tried to point out, the Norris Government was willing to 
act like a municipal council, if need be, to achieve co-operation with 
other groups.’ Liberal advertisements warned Manitobans of the folly 
of directing future governments by the fifteen thousand members of UFM 


locals and risking "a pig in a poke” leaderless party. 


Mr. Norris questioned whether any government could function honestly 
and capably in Manitoba's future if his government of achievement and 
integrity were to be replaced, 


If my friends, the Farmers, have any charge to make against the 
government as to dereliction of duty or overlooking platform pledges, 
they are welcome to make it but I am not going to step aside and let 
the Farmers come into a good place, prepared by myself, without a 
fight. We have carried out our pledges and if the farmers are going 
to turn us down for doing as we have done how are you going to get 
honest men to undertake the public work of the province? Surely there 
is some credit coming to the men who i done fairly and honestly by 
the farmers and the people as a whole. 


The major issue as to the kind of party system Manitoba was to 
have and the disenchantment with “old-line" parties had this irony yet, 
that T. C, Norris had acted to right the corruption of his predecessors. 


The claim of ingratitude, then, was part of this issue cluster, 
Winnipeg's A, W. Putt@ée, the first Labor member of the House of Commons, 


MFP, June 13, 1922, p. 73 and July 1, 1922, p. 3. 
7 Ibid., July 4, 1922, p. 2. 
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and now Progressive candidate in Winnipeg, replied to the ingratitude 
charge by claiming: 


The Norris government was not in power. That was the trouble, That 
is the condition that has got to be removed, For two years the Norris 
government has not been in power. It is not a matter of ingratitude, 
We are dealing with a condition that has existed since 1920, and it 
has got to be changed. I believe it will be good business for 
Winnipeg to elect as many Progressives as possible. 


For many Manitobans, therefore, the real issue was stable govern- 
ment, and not the many charges of extravagance, mismanagement and waste 
which we will shortly examine. As Progressives met a challenge to debate 
the lesser financial issues with Provincial Treasurer Edward Brown, they 
again made clear what was the key issue of the day for them, unlike Tories 
and Liberals. 


He (Brown) [gic] states that the financial record of the government 
is the chief issue of the campaign. This may be so in his mind and 
in the minds of the supporters of the late Roblin government, but 
with the Progressives it is only one of the issues, and not even the 
main one. From the Progressive viewpoint, the imperative need of the 
hour is for a strong, stable and business-like government backed up 
by sufficient support in the legislature to enable it to carry on,. 
and the Progressives today offer the only hope of such a government. 
Then again, the Progressives demand that provincial political matters 
should be kept entirely separate and distinct from federal party 
interests and alignments. Mr. Brown and his government are closely 
aligned with the Mackenzie King government at Ottawa in such a way as 
to be a positive menace to the best interests of Manitoba. 


Messrs. Norris and Brown agreed on the importance of a majority 
government as we have already indicated, The latter charge--affiliation 
between provincial and federal Liberals--grew out of an April convention 
which preceded the campaign and out of which statements of some solidarity 
arose. Premier Norris denied any close links with federal. Liberals, 
Claiming that of all provincial Liberal parties Manitoba's with its school 
stands made it the most unpopular in Ottawa. In a July 6th speech at 
Bradwardine he repudiated the charge: 


eres ee EES 


9 MFP, June 28, 1922, p. l. 
10 Ibid,, July 4, 1922, p. 4. 
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It is the cheapest kind of politics to say that we are aligned 
with the King government. In so far as the King government does 
what is right, we will give them credit for it, but when they do 
not do what is tient by this province they will not get any 
support from me,t 


Mr, Norris then pointed to the struggle for lower freight rates 
which had been led by the Manitoba Government, 


Before we conclude these comments on this central cluster of 
issues around the party system and class politics one further example 
of how one minority took up the anti-party stance is clearly evidenced 
by the Catholic North-West Review. The editor Patrick J, Henry ran as a 
Progressive in Winnipeg and his paper joined the Ukrainian Voice in 
“support of the Progressives. 


A short analysis of our political history would show that both parties 
in turn have capitalized bigotry, racial antagonisms, religious 
issues, foreign issues, economic divisions--in fact everything that 
political capital could be made out of--and all this for the purpose 
of giving the people “good government.” No wonder the people have 
been driven back upon their natural resources, via, those of thinking 
and acting for themselves. Necessity has quickened their political 
intuition and now the old parties have no weapon left with which to 
defend themselves against progress. 


The Free Press provides the following valuable description of 
the rural campaign and quietly warns again of the danger of the class 
politics the paper notes was very much in evidence, 


There is no sort of heat in the campaign in the country but there 

is a good deal of thinking and considerable private discussing. 
People are turning out to conventions and to meetings more to hear 
what the different speakers sound like on the platform than to cheer 
partisan utterances. The U.F.M, campaign in the country is pretty 
much a class proposition so far as one can judge by the sentiments 
expressed from the platform and that is one of its weaknesses. It 
may also be one of its strong points; and only the 18th of July will 
tell the tale.13 


1l MFP, July 6, 1922, p. 1. 


12 From the North-West Review (Winnipeg Catholic Weekly), as 
cited in MFP, July 11, 1922, po. 8, The Ukrainian publication Canadian 
Farmer favored more time for Premier Norris in order to let hin 
Complete negotiations with Ottawa over natural resources, 


13 MFP, June 29, vp. 15. 
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The Financial Record of the Government, 


As indicated, the major criticism levelled against the Norris 
Government was that its programs constituted an extravagant use of public 
funds. The criticism held particular weight as the province felt the 
burden of the war effort and its recessional aftermath, which was leading 
steadily to depression. 


Ironically, one of the most informed critics of the government's 
finances was Travers Sweatman, counsel for Kelly and Sons. Because 
Sweatman knew the previous financial situation under R, P. Roblin he was 
able to level scathing criticisms, dismissing government excuses which 
blamed the Kelly debt of $1,500,000, and outlining in great detail and 
complexity the extent of the Norris spending and mismanagement, 

If Mr, Kelly sent the government a cheque in full tomorrow for this 
judgement it would not effect the current deficit of the government 
one way or the other. The Kelly account would be credited and the 
bank who received the money would be debited. Mr. Norris is therefore 
on the horns of a dilemma. He either does not know what he is talking 
about, or he is wilfully trying to deceive the fg SAG I of Manitoba. 
He can sit on whichever horn seems more comfortable,1 

Sweatman, protesting his right to enter politics while still a 
counsel to Kelly, claimed that Messrs. Norris and Brown were using ex- 
Premier Roblin as a basis for how normal their own extravagance was--even 
when they had condemned R, P. Roblin previously for just such extravagant 
spending, The major concern, and one which Sweatman well-represented, 

Was rising taxes, from $938,000 to $4,000,000 or a rise of 400 per cent, 
under the Norris Government. Sweatman denied that such an increase could 
be explained by the war effort since such expenditures were not included 
in current expenses. "Do not these figures therefore demonstrate that 
the Norris administration is the most incompetent and extravagant with 
Which this province. has been cursed? It is up to the electorate on 

July 19 next to give the verdict," 


Most Conservative critics made economy in government the major 


Se reper eneeeeecnememeremnnenennnes 


‘14 Formal statement of Travers Sweatman as published in MFP, 
June 30, 1922, p. ll. 
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issue of the campaign, F. G. Taylor, their leader, noted that it didn't 
matter whether money was well-spent or not so long as the basic question 
remained whether Manitoba could afford the increases in expenditure going 
on under the Liberals for many years. The Conservatives would reduce 
expenditures to stay within existing revenues, avoid an income tax, 
reduce the municipal commissioner's levy set up by the Liberals, abolish 
the provincial taxation commission, and re-organize’ the civil service 
within existing Penner” And while the Progressives attacked the 
Norris Government as wasteful spenders, the Conservatives believed them- 
selves to be the only party capable of offering the electorate an effi- 
cient and economical government, since Progressives spoke economy while 
their “country-cousins," the UFM, demanded increased expenditures. af 


When Conservative John Haig debated with the Provincial Treasurer 
on July 10th he made reference to a growing telephone system deficit and 
losses in the public hydro-electric scheme while members of the House 
increased their own indemnities. oe 


The Progressives viewed the financial debate with sme disdain, 
believing that unity and stable government was the major issue, as we 
have duly reported earlier, “While Brown and Haig argue as to which of 
the two Grand Traditional Parties is the most responsible for the pre- 
sent mess--our wasteful Government goes merrily on," claimed a Progres- 
sive advertisement in the Free Pease Of the Conservatives the Pro- 
gressives asked pointedly, “Can the leopard change his spots?” But Pro- 
gressive spokesmen like George Chipman also joined the attack on govern- 
ment spending, Mr. Chipman was able to use examples away from the agri- 
cultural field like the $950,000 spent for a school for the deaf with 
only 160 children. a In his Grain Growers Guide on July 5th he claimed 
government revenues had increased seventy-seven per cent from 1915 to . 
1921, while expenditures had risen eighty-three per cent, 


16 MFP, July 1, 1922, p. 1. 
m7) Ibid: July 8,°1922,"p. *5: 

18 Ibid., July 11, 1922, p. 1. 

19 Ibid., Dewte 

20 Ibid,, June 28, 1922, p. 1. 
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The farmers, on the other hand, held out a program involving 
major public expenditures. They were the butt of Winnipeg businessmen 
who worried over income tax and Winnipeg payments for rural development, 
A. R. Boivin, Iberville MLA and UFM candidate, was probably typical of 
many rural candidates in his lack of opposition to an income tax. Mr. 
Boivin favored abolition of the municipal commissioner's levy which 
directly affected farm lands, “The income tax may drive city people 
to the States, but it is better for the people to be forced out of the 
city than for the farmers to be forced off the land through taxation. 


The income tax gets the money from those able to pay,” said Mr, Boivin, ~ 


Such arguments prompted criticisms of the Progressive-UFM posi- 
tions on government spending, There was no unity on the matter. Winni- 
peg Liberal candidate W. H, Trueman analyzed the inconsistency in Pro- 
gressive-UFM positions on this issue. 

The Winnipeg Progressives’ desire, they claim, is to obtain stable 
government for the province through co-operation with the United 
Farmers. The Progressives declaim the extravagance of the Norris 
government and advocate economy, still they link themselves with 
the United Farmers. The UFM platform proposes undertakings in- 
volving huge expenses including an extension of the consolidated 
school system, the province to bear the main burden of education 
in secondary schools, and elimination of fees, extensions to 
operation of farm loans, rural credits, animal purchases and 
co-operative selling schemes. Thirteen millions were used for 
farm loans, rural credits and animal purchases, still the far- 
mers wanted more money for those enterprises. 22 

W. H. Trueman added to his list of farmer wants: government 
operation of utilities; extending the government elevator program to 
other areas even though the program operated at a loss; and completion 
of the Hudson's Bay Railroad. In short, “the farmers never think of 
economy as demanded by Craig, Chipman, Newcombe and other city Pro- 


gressives in their platform,” Mr. Trueman concluded. 


Premier Norris and his supporters explained their financial 
Situation by comparisons with other governments, Municipal expenses 
were up 100 to 150 per cent since 1914 while provincial expenditures 


21 MFP, July 14, 1922, p. 3. 
22 Ibid., July 4, 1922, p. 6. 
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had risen only 50 per cent, Premier Norris claimed, and comparisons with 
other western provinces showed the Manitoba budget to be the lowest of 
23 Any taxes instituted by the 
Liberals were for a war effort and a major program of assistance for 
farmers, Mr. Norris protested, 


the four by a considerable amount. 


C. D. McPherson, Minister of Public Works, defended government 
expenditures first by noting that the million dollar institute for the 
deaf was offset by $832,000 realized through sale of the old agriculture 
college to the Dominion Government, Most building costs were related to 
the upkeep of poorly constructed structures taken over from the previous 
administration, he claimed. Mr. McPherson then denied the charges of 
extravagance, and accused opponents of the government of having caused 
unanticipated spending themselves, 

Effective evidence can be advanced to demonstrate that expenditures 
are neither excessive nor extravagant, During the past two sessions 
the government has been in minority, and notwithstanding an opposing 
majority there were more demands for increases in expenditure rather 
than decreases, and these came from members who are today candidates 
in the field both as Conservative and Progressive nominees, Last 
session the government proposed a special committee of members to 
inquire into and investigate every branch of the Civil Service with 
a view to reducing or eliminating expenditures, The legislature 
rejected that proposal. 24 

Manitoba's first female member of the legislature, Mrs. Edith 
Rogers, defended government spending by pointing to a myriad of humane 
social services, These included an increase from $25,000 to $400,000 
for mothers’ allowances annually and a provincial nursing system which 
she described as a "boon to rural districts” with fifty nursing stations 
teaching first aid and care of children at a cost of $50,000 per year.” 


Provincial Treasurer Edward Brown in his debate with John Haig 
pointed to the extensive benefits to farmers via Liberal government ex- 
penditures and in particular over three million dollars in loans to 
farmers under the Rural Credit Act. ee 

23 MFP, June 15, 1922, -p. 2. 

24 Tbid., July 4, 1922, p. 4. 
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Labor Issues on the left. 


The position of Labor candidates was in some ways comparable to 
that of some Progressives: a more detached perspective on the financial 
squabbles. Unemployment and three million dollars spent to pay “the 
mnoney-lenders” interest on loans were much more contentious matters 
which failed to arouse comments from “old-line parties." F. J. Dixon, 
now of the newly organized Independent Labour Party (ILP), advocated 
either the cancellation of all debts or the immediate reduction of in- 
terest rates and dividends. Mr. Dixon believed such courses of action 
were superior to cutting the wages of workers. He foresaw a time when 
workers would change existing practices and approaches to financial 
questions. 

When the workers assume control of Legislative bodies they will 
change the economic system. Special privileges by which workers 
are exploited will be eliminated. The government should endeavor 
to give employment instead of trying to reduce wages and staff. 
The only real economy lies in such measures as will give the 
workers greater social, political and economic power. 27 

The complexity of Labor organizations in Manitoba and Winnipeg 
in 1922 was such that no less a man than J. S. Woodsworth almost gave 
up the attempt to. define its entanglements. a Labor supporters were 
divided into at least five distinct organizations, the largest and most 
successful being the Independent Labour Party, the most left-wing being 
the Socialist Party of Canada and the Workers’ Party, with plenty of 
Tivalry existing even between the latter two. A women's working class 
movement began during the campaign and J. S. Woodsworth and the Labour 
Church were also active in the 1922 election. 


The issues talked about by Labor candidates of all ilk were often 


left wnregarded by the candidates of the other parties, Little mention 
Was made of unemployment, housing, workmen's compensation, a labor bill 
of rights, a trade disputes act and military training in public schools, 
Outside of Labor circles, 


Ee 


27 CAR (1922), p. 760. 


28 See his "The Labour Movement in the West,” Canadian Forun, 
April, 1922, pp. 585-587. i cae ne 
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James Winning, Union Labour candidate, criticized the failure of 
the ILP House members to support good legislation rather than supporting 
the dissolution resolution. £7 Workers’ Party candidates called for 
their support in order to expose the anti-labor character of the parlia- 
mentary arrangements until a Workers’ government could abolish an economic 
and political system enslaving laborers, oe 


The veteran Brandon Labor member A. E. Smith carried on a 
sprightly campaign against his "“fusionist™ opponent. Mr. Smith looked 
forward to a farm-labor government which would act on matters of agreement 
and leave other considerations for later legislation. 31 


W. D. Bayley, ILP candidate in Assiniboia, defined the chief 
labor issue as the desire for workers’ self-expression, The Labour plat- 
form was therefore “not a series of planks laid side by side” but a phil- 
osophy advocating self-expression, security, employment and status, 32 
Throughout the campaign J. S. Woodsworth inspired confidence by reference 
to the support given to labor legislation in the House of Commons, 


Other Major Issues: (1) Education. 


There were many matters in addition to those raised by labor 
candidates which might have become heated issues in the 1922 campaign, 
but did not. A clear distinction between provincial and federal issues 
seemed to be observed by most candidates which left the natural resources, 
freight rates, and tariffs questions aside. Schooling, hydro-electric 
power, and the question of prohibition versus government control of 
liquor sales, were the only other province-wide issues, all three being, 
as they were, of a perennial nature, 


The April Liberal convention had seen an attempt by federal 
liberals to bring forward a resolution supporting French instruction in 
Manitoba schools and throughout the campaign UFM candidates and others 

29 MFP, July 14, 1922, p. 8. 

DOmeIbidy,) July, 3774922, ips) 3. 

31 Ibid. 
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warned of an attempt to change the School Act again, 33 Premier Norris 
denied the charge and in turn joined others who asked electors to con- 
sider where the new parties stood on the education issues. Replacing 
his invalided Education Minister, Mr. Norris feared the new groups 
would repeal the schooling legislation. 


Both Progressive and UFM candidates denied any intentions to 
repeal and countered by accusing Premier Norris of raising the question 
to foment racial and religious strife for political advantage. R. W. 
Craig said in Winnipeg: "My policy, and that of other Progressive 
candidates is that there is no school issue and that there should be 
no school issue in this campaign. We have no desire or intention to 
re-open that question,” ba UFM president C, H. Burnell promised no 


changes in school legislation and called making the matter an issue “un- 
patriotic.” 35 


However, there were other candidates who were not reluctant to 
Taise the issue. P. A. Talbot, former cabinet minister become UFM 
Candidate in LaVerandrye, and Joseph Bernier, Liberal become Independent 
in St. Boniface, were leading advocates for the re-establishment of 
separate schools. These spokesmen received the support of minority-lan- 
guage newspapers like La Liberté and the Canadian Ukrainian and other 
French, Ukrainian and German publications which urged citizens to vote 
for "friends of the races": those who would support minority language 
instruction in the schools. 36 


French papers advocated “proportional representation" in language 
instruction, claiming that Britain had successfully imposed such a system 
in various colonies, The now much less evident issue was raised anew in 
the French-language La Liberté: 


ete enasaremreersagussssunaumunensnseasunnsecmoain> 


33 Morton, Progressive Party, p. 227. 

34 MFP, June 28, 1922, p. 1. 

35 Ibid., June 6, 1922, p. 1. 

36 CAR (1922), p. 770 and MFP, July 11, 1922, p. 8. 
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We demand for Manitoba the proportional representation in school 
matters, It abolished all troubles and difficulties for other 
countries, it should act similarly here. In the name of “British 
fair play” let them stop robbing us. The robbers may be dressed in 
full evening suits but that does not in the least change the 
morality of their actions. The imposition of taxes upon the 
Catholics for the maintenance of neutral schools is purely and 
simply a theft covered with the doubtful mantel of a legality which 
is really only the law of might, 

We would be the meanest of men if we did not continue to feel 
the ignominy of such a treatment. 


let us put proportional representation in school matters on the 
statute books, 37 


The plight of the subdued minorities was poignant also in the 
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case of the Mennonites. Mennonite settlers from Gretna and Altoona colonies 


began leaving for Mexico ostensibly due to the enforced regulation on 
school attendance and non-sectarian education, It was also reported that 
their farms were going at “bargain Eicon Moe Such a movement likely 
prompted U.F.M. candidate for Mordern-Rhineland, John Sweet, to promise 
the return of control of schools to the Mennonites if elected, Sweet 
promised a half-hour of German language instruction each day.” 


Labor candidates again viewed educational issues from another 
perspective evidenced by Fred Dixon's concern for “educational oppor- 
tunities for all children of all people.“ Only four percent of the pop- 
ulation reached high school and a mere one percent, university, "The 
working man has the right to ask, for his children, an opportunity of 
getting the higher education, I am not against the Universities but I 
would like to see it wider spread,” said Dixon, 


Other Major Issues: (2) Hydro-Blectric Power, 


In Brandon and Portage La Prairie the costs of hydro-electric 
Power had become a major local issue, which, as we have seen, was used 
a 

37 As cited in MFP, July 3, 1922, p. ll. 

38 CAR (1922), p. 754. 

39 MFP, June 29, 1922, p. 12. 

40 Ibid., July 5, 1922, p. 12. 
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by Conservative John Haig and others to illustrate government waste 
and mis-management generally. In Brandon there were cries for an 
investigation by the Manitoba Hydro-Electric Commission to determine 
the feasibility of extending the public hydro system to that city 
Those who criticized the Commission's losses and estimates for ex- 
pansion to Brandon were challenged by Charles McPherson, the Minister 
of Public Works. Portage's Liberal member said it was impossible to 
expect a profit in the first year of operation but that he had every 
expectation the system would be profitable in its second year, Any 
losses incurred were, he claimed, caused by the system still being in 
the course of construction. He dismissed criticisms of the system as 
designed for political advantage and provided the following details of 
the system's future: 


The minimum revenue for the year is estimated at $170,000. This 
is earned on a capital of $1,000,000, since the amount over that 
invested in the system is represented by material for new con- 
struction and stock on hand and papi peeat assets, which should 
not be charged to working capital. 2 


Other Major Issues: (3) Control of Liquor Sales. 


The only other major province-wide issue was the debate over 
government control of liquor sales. All political parties save the 
UFM favored a referendum on the question. The farmers still officially 
supported prohibition. Such highly moralistic stances have prompted 
political observers since to describe the old virtues as much in evidence 
in this new “party,” and Tom Peterson writing recently says “such 
questions of morality practically monopolized party politics, partly 
because the province's political system was securely in the control 
of the relatively prosperous class and other issues could not readily 


arise," Since even the South-west Manitoba farmers were largely of 


4] MFP, July 3, 1922, p. 4. 


42 CAR (1922), p. 758, and MFP, July 8, 1922, p. 5, and 
July 11, 1922, p. 15. 


43 Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics,” p. 86. 
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Ontario-British stock the analysis still held. At any rate the 
farmers received the support of both the Manitoba Baptist Convention 
and the Presbyterian Assembly which met over this period and resolved 
for total eohinitien 


The fast-growing Moderation League came under attack from the 
Baptists and others who claimed the League encouraged drinking by its 


stand in favor of government sales. The League contributed significantly 


to the campaign by conducting a questionnaire on candidates' stands 
on the question and sponsoring a public debate on the question of a re- 
ferendum, The concern of League members and most supporters of the 
referendum was over the crippling nature of fines and boot-legging 
associated with total prohibition. In January of 1922, 1,406 gallons 
of alcohol were purchased via 16,381 pharmacy prescriptions, and one 
independent MLA, H. L. Mabb, described the vast change in an area 
around Lake Manitoba: "You see small districts paying ten or twelve 
thousand dollars of fines in the space of a month; you see home-brew 
liquor in bottles, suit cases, and valises, and in every conceivable 
thing that can carry it," = 


Progressives promised a referendum before June, 1923. Mr. 
Craig denied any inconsistency with the UFM position by pointing out 
that although the farmers favored total prohibition they also supported 
direct legislation and would, therefore, support a referendum before 
June 1923, 


Both Labour and Liberal candidates favored a referendum, with 
Liberals arguing for submission of an approved act to the electorate 
(to avoid the already disallowed procedure of direct legislation or 
the intention of submitting a bill). F, J. Dixon received credit from 
the Free Press for his position that the only liquor issue was to 
choose men who favor the people deciding the issue, since under such 


Ay MFP, June 9, 1922, p. 2, and June 15, 1922, p. 2. 


| 45 CAR (1922), p. 766. In the few years of prohibition, Mani- 
tobans carried 1,211,461 prescriptions to pharmacies to purchase 
510,993 gallons of liquor by the only legal means, 


46 MFP, July 5, 1922, vp. 4. 
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circumstances the opinion of the candidate would become inconse- 


quential, nd 


Minor Issues. 


There were other issues which received less notice like the 
drainage problems in Mordern-Rhineland, and the desire for the trans- 
ferable vote, or rural version of Winnipeg's new "P. R." systen. 

There were important charges of corruption centering around F, Y,. Newton 
and concerns regarding a grand jury report of overcrowding at the 
Selkirk hospital. Yet all such issues and those already discussed 
were dwarfed by this strange new movement which united rural farmers 
and conservative Winnipeg businessmen, The latter seemed to have 
looked to the farmers for a stable government and economy, and so 
associated themselves with the Winnipeg Progressives. When in later 
elections we ponder why the Conservative Party of the late fifties and 
sixties farsurpasses the Liberal or Liberal-Progressive Party in its 
"liberalsim" these early roots of the Liberal Party's progenitors may 
help to explain. 


The Farmers’ Victory. 


W. Le Morton describes the 1922 election as a “political divide 
in Manitoban history.” "It marked," he submits, "the culmination of 
the effort to get rid of 'politics'." Morton believes that the province 
moved backwards in its attempt to confront the problems of change, war 
and depression, back to its origins in "the rural virtues of thrift, 
sobriety and patient labor." — If he is correct we may have here a 
more profound description of the real issues in 1922: the appropriate 
values to deal with a highly frustrating and complex economic and 
political environment. 


47 MFP, July 13, 1922, pp. 13 and 17. 
48 Morton, Manitoba: A History, DP. 379. 
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But, perhaps, Tom Peterson is equally accurate in his con- 
Clusion about the farmers’ newly won majority, since it does not con- 
tradict Morton. “Party government was apparently ended,” he notes, 
"Yet the reality was little changed: the new ruling group was sub- 
stantially the same as the old one--farmers of British origin from 
the southwest of the province supported by businessmen of British 
origin in wits Winnipeg. This durable alliance now governed under 


a new name,” 


That same sobriety and distaste for party politics prompted 
the selection of John Bracken as the (initially reluctant) leader of 
the new government. The Liberal Free Press editorial applauding the 
selection of Mr. Bracken bears clear witness to these same predomi- 
nant values, 

Under the conditions prevailing in these Provinces, knowledge of 
the technique of politics would be no help to the Premier, 


Professor Bracken is confronted with a business task, calling 
for powers of organization, foresight, acumen and sagacity--the 


qualities of the administrator and business man. These qualities, 


judged by his record to date, Professor Bracken has, 50 


By winning election in The Pas riding, one of three deferred 


elections, Professor John Bracken took his place as Premier of Manitoba. 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1922, 
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Pea Rn TY SEATS POPULAR . are eee ie 
WON VOTE VOTE WPG, WON 

UFM and Progressives 28 49,777 220 1135 50.9 
Liberals 8 34, 849 2520 25.0 14.5 
Conservatives v4 25,043 £655 17.0 1247, 
ILP and other Labour 6 21,289 14,0 Bere 10.9 
Socialist; Workers -- 3,001 210 6.5 -- 
10.9 


Independents 6 17,770 tise 9.7 


4g Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics," p. 84. 
DOP MPs July 22° 1922% 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1922. 
Major. 
1. Party versus Class Politics. (Key, Province-wide, Cluster). 
(a) Need for stable government. 
(b) Sectional representation and "Group Government,” 
(c) “Fusion” for western interests. 
(a) Urban versus rural--need for cooperation. 
(e) Federal-provincial party affiliations. 


2. Financial Record of Government. (Right). 
(a) Economy in government. 
(b) High taxes. 
(c) Telephone system deficit. (Specific). 
(a) Monies for deaf school, (Specific). 
(e) UFM - Progressives inconsistency. (Side). 


3. Labor. (Sectional). 
(a) Unemployment. (Left). 
(b) Interest on government loans. 
(c) Housing. (New). 
(4) Workmen's compensation. (Left). 
(e) Labor bill of rights. (New, Left). 
(f) Trades disputes act. (Liberal left). 
(g) Military training in public sthools. (New). 
(h) Workers' government and Labor representation. (Socialist left). 


4, Farm. (Sectional, Federal). 
(a) Low wheat prices. 
(b) Lack of wheat board. 
(c) High freight rates and tariffs. 
(4) Disenchantment with old parties, (left). 


5. Education. (Province-wide, Perennial, Sectional). 
(a) Minority language instruction. 
(i) Re-establishment of separate schools. 
(b) French versus English avoidance of issue. (Unprompted). 
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Major Issues - Education - cont'd. 
(c) Compulsory Education. 
(a) Equal opportunity. (Left). 
6. Hydro-Electric Power, (Local). 
(a) Costs. 
(b) Need for expansion, 


7. Prohibition versus Government Control of Liquor Sales. (Perennial), 


Minor and Local, 


Transferable Ballot in Rural Areas. (Political). 
Overcrowding at Selkirk Mental Hospital, (Social), 
F, Y. Newton - Conflicts of Interest, (Personality, Charges of Corruption), 


MANITOBA GENER 
ARTHUR 
Hon. D. L. ee ae FAL ae 110 
J. Williame (L). wane 


ASSINIBOTIA 
W.D. Ba;ley (Lab.) Mee . t,ds44 


Chas. Richardson ve FM. 999 
Wm. Bourke (Ind.)......... &43 
John Haddon (ind.}......... 449 


BEAUTIFUL PLAINS 
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Richard. E.. Coad (C)....02.... 93 

Jas. A. Dempsey (L)........ 429 
BIRTLS 

Wan. Jo Short sce Mt anaes 1,507 

Win. Iverachi(L)i ons ccc: 710 


BRANDON Cl 
John H. Edmison (Ind. | Eabions, 23i 
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ae ile ClON Se 12: 


CARILLON 
Aloo t wrefontaine (U.F.M.). 
Maurice Duprey (Ind.)...... 
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Archibald Esptin (L). aoe 
Georges H. Polmer (Lab. ). ein 
H. P. Nicholson (U.F.M.)., 


DELORAINE 
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Win. Chaimers (C).. 
Rebert S. Thornton Ep 
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HOW JOHN BRACKEN 


15 ses apdd Wide all fal Pa) Pi 9 le GM 5 Co <guaae ta 8 itl  k ag ha 


JUNE 4 TO 28, 1927 


1 Ee a LEADER _ CANDIDATES 
Government: United Farmers and Progressives . John Bracken 6 

Conservatives F, G. Taylor ho 

Liberals H. A. Robson 39 

Independent Labour Party John Queen 

Communist (Jacob Penner) 1 

Independents (including Fusionists) = = = =-==-- 20 


45 single member districts using alternative or preferential 
ballot. Ten-member Winnipeg district using Hare system of 
proportional representation. Total seats: 55. 


The Key Issue: Liquor Control. 


It was undoubtedly in keeping with John Bracken’s non-partisan 
support that he simply waited until his five year mandate fully expired, 
taking no apparent political advantage in announcing the June 1927 cam- 
paign, The 1921-1924 depression was ended, and as Canadians geared up 
for the Diamond Jubilee celebration of confederation, Manitobans pre- 
pared to go to the polls not only to re-elect their "Bracken Government" 
but to decide on the nature of government control of liquor sales. So, 
as in former elections at the turn of the century, liquor questions 
were paramount, A liquor referendum asked the voters if they favored 
extension of the sale of beer. Since 1923 government-controlled 


brewers’ outlets sold beer in case-lots to special permit-holders 
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licensed to deliver it to customers. The Progressives had remained true 
to their 1922 election promise, with pressure from the Moderation League, 
to hold a plebiscite on government control and sale, The June 28 
referendum would ask whether voters wished an extended system for the 
sale of beer and, if so, whether sale should be by the bottle or by the 
glass: the difference between beer parlours and drinking limited to 
homes. The electors were also asked whether they favored abolishing 

the brewers’ rights to sell beer direct to permit-holders, 


The pros and cons of expanded sales by bottle and/or by glass 
were such as to cross party lines. The Manitoba Conference of the newly 
formed United Church of Canada urged voters to express an opinion on 
all parts of the referendum lest the bottle-glass decision be over- 
looked. : The Manitoba Prohibition Alliance saw bottle-drinking as the 
lesser of two evils, oe but, in advertisements published by their Winni- 
peg Committee on the eve of the election, described “the brewers" as 
the enemy who were attempting to restore the "lucrative bar-room” cam- 
ouflaged as the “beer room.” "The issue in brief," their advertisement 
proclaimed, was the brewers: 

The Brewers who have made millions out of the sale of beer are 
asking for a law to help them make more millions. The Brewers who 
are the most notorious law-breakers are now seeking to dictate a 
new law to serve their own selfish ends...The Brewers would make 
this the next step toward their ideal--the return of the lucrative 


days of their open bar. The Brewers want armies of new recruits 
among the young of Manitoba, 


And finally: 
The Brewer wants your boy, Will you protect him by your ballot? 3 


The Conservative Party was officially opposed to deciding such 
questions by referenda, The party did favor government control, the 
abolition of brewers’ rights to sell to permit-holdeys, and a "cash and 
carry" approach to lower priced liquor. ~ The Liberals sided with the 


MFP, June 3, 1927, p. 2. 
Ibid., June 10, 1927, p. 9. 
MDI gp aUUNG 1274. 40275 De 7s 
CAR (1926-27), p. 413. 
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government in supporting the referendun; but the United Farmers of 
Manitoba, meeting in convention, reaffirmed their principal of prohibi- 
tory liquor legislation and were opposed to any proposals which led to 
an increase in the sale of beer. 5 


Premier Bracken stated his position, supported by his followers 

in convention, om May 20th: 

eeeif the electors express a desire for a change in the method of 

the sale of beer, the Government will prepare lezislation to bring 

it into effect. The decision on the plebiscite will not in any way 

affect the existing law covering the sale and delivery of hard . 

liquor, and no change in the method of selling hard liquor is now 

contemplated. 6 

The province's newspapers were filled with reports of Sunday 

sermons on the issue, and the correspondence pages were opened to citi- 
zens taking various sides, Some accused Premier Bracken of sacrificing 
his conscience for the sake of liquor profits, Another such letter 
echoed the concern of many prohibitionists that the notion of beer by 
the bottle as being a lesser evil would trick voters into favoring the 
expansion questioned in the first part of the referendum; it was, said 
the letter, "coupled with question one, which is loaded against the 
prohibitionists.” This particular letter described the referendum as 
"simply a low-down political trick designed to stampede the prohibi- 
tionists of this province into voting for the sale of beer by the 
bottle for the next five years by the Bracken government." ? 


The arguments also razed over the comparative merits of beer by 
the glass or by the bottle. Veterans’ groups and the Manitoba Citizens 
: League believed beer by the glass would prevent the necessity for boot- 
legging, and also reduce the consumption of hard liquor; as well as 
make respect for the law possible once again. In their promotion can- 
paigns such groups claimed that illegal sale was extensive because: 


5 CAR (1926-27), p. 425. 
Tbid., p. 414, 


a letter signed John N, Sturk, Winnipeg, MFP, June 11, 1927, 
Dp. e 
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eeethe public evidently desires to drink a glass of beer “when it 
wants it.” If a man can only buy a bottle or a case, how is he to 
drink it? Either he must break the law by asking those who sold 
it to him permission to open it there and drink it--or he must go 
behind some building or sign board to drink it--or he must take an 
hour off to go to his boarding house or home. 8 
The dilemma was due to the stringent regulations about drinking at home. 
Beer-by-the-glass supporters saw it then as a temperance measure 
minimizing drunkeness; it was good for the tourist business since 
tourists were particularly hamstrung by existing regulations; it would 
minimize secret drinking, ami would ensure cleaner and better hotels 


under government supervision ("no bedroom bars“ ). 7 


But, as we have noted, the opponents of glass beer feared “the 
re-emergence of the bar," since beer parlours would be permissible under 
beer-by-the-glass., The Prohibition Alliance insisted that: 

The beer parlour marks the re-emergence in modified form, of the bar. 
This is vigorously denied; but is there any real doubt about it? 

The actual piece of furniture known as the bar may not be in evi- 
dence; but liquor can be drunk as readily, as continuously and for 
as long a period--or longer--at a table as over the gleaming face of 
a polished counter, 10° 

And, finally, Independent Winnipeg MLA, J. K. Downes wrote 
Premier Bracken to determine what the government intended to do if Winni- 
peg or Mr, Bracken’s The Pas constituency were to’ favor liquor by the 
glass while the rest of the province was opposed. Would there be a 


local option? tf 


The other major issue associated with the referendum was the 
matter of fines and offences under liquor control legislation. Most 
Opposition politicians, from Winnipeg at least, called provincial en- 
forcement of the prevailing liquor laws a "farce." The province had 


8 MFP, June 25, 1927, p. 8. 

9 Ibid., June 28, 1927, p. 3. 
10 Ibid., June 27, 1927, p. 7. 
11 Ibid., June 20, 1927, p. 4. 
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apparently granted the city of Winnipeg $10,000 to be used by 

the Winnipeg Police Commission to enforce the temperance act, The 
cynicism of one Winnipeg alderman was voiced on the grant. "This 
$10,000 will be spent in using stool pigeons to raid the little places 
and the big places will go scot free. I am hoping the people at the 
next election will settle this question once and for all. If the 


people were not drinking beer the brewers would not be making uaa 


Winnipeg Mayor Ralph Webb, who served as chairman of the police 
commission, spoke of over five thousand lawbreakers on liquor charges 
and asked publicly for a government-supported non-political commission, 
as practiced in Alberta, to see that the laws were enforced!” 


Conservative John Haig was particularly outspoken about the 
failure of the Attorney-General's Department to enforce the law. Haig 
charged that Premier Bracken and his former Attorney-General R. W. 
Craig allowed bootlegging in the province, The Winnipeg Conservative 
claimed that while taxes were paid on 2,600,000 gallons of beer only 
500,000 gallons were sold by permit-holders and a similar amount 
exported. This left 1,600,000 gallons of liquor unaccounted for, 
Haig also expressed concern that liquor prices in Manitoba were twenty- 
five per cent higher than those of neighboring Ontario. To many 


14 


observers, far and near, the implication was that the Bracken Government 
had quickly learned that there were healthy revenues in government 
liquor control and sales, 


Other Major Issues: (1) The Bracken Management, 


In fact, the ability to make money on liquor sales was about 
all the praise that the new Liberal leader H, A. Robson could find for 
the Bracken leadership. "There is no initiative today in the legis- 


12 MFP, June 1, 1927, p. 2. 


13 F. CG. Pickwell, "The Manitoba Elections," Saturday Night, 
June 18, 1927, p. 2, 


14 MFP, June 6, 1927, p. 73 June 16, 1927, p. 23 and June 25, 
1927, Pp. 5. 
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lative buildings," Robson said before he accepted leadership at a 
convention on April 30th. “The only political intelligence that has 
been displayed in the last three years is of the sort which tried to 
make a balance sheet come out on the right side of profits from sale 

of liquor, "19 The undue stress on balancing a budget at the expense 

of courageous leadership was a major talking point amongst Liberal . 
candidates. As one Liberal speaker put it: “For the last five years, 
Bracken has been trying to decide what the government should do. 

As a result it has done nothing. "2° Robson described as a "“step-mother 
approach" the decline which had set into the “splendid schemes” of 

the Norris administration. Under John Bracken, programs like the 

rural credits and farm loans, Robson said, had shrunk, He employed 
Premier Bracken's talk of building a branch line of the Hudson's Bay 
Railway to Flin Flon, if he could find the securities, as an example of 
the Premier's lack of courage, Liberals would pay for expanded programs 
and services out of the "vast undeveloped resources" of the northern 
portion of the province. Robson compared Norris budgets of eight 
million dollars to the ten million dollars of Premier Bracken claiming 
that boosted revenues were due only to increased taxes and liquor 
profits,-’ Mrs. Edith Rogers claimed that John Bracken balanced his 
budget by crippling the Child Welfare Act, reducing the number of 
public health nurses from fifty-two to twenty-six, and allowing over- 
crowding in the home for the aged and the bit ion Another Liberal, 
John McLean, reminded the electorate of the over one hundred schools 
which had been forced to close because of a lack of outside, or 
provincial, funding. 17 


Conservative candidates made reference to the 1922 promises 
that the government would reduce expenditures, not simply balance the 


15 F.C. Pickwell, "The New Leader of Manitoba Liberalism,” 
Saturday Night, April 16, 1927, p. 3. 


16 MFP, June 15, 1927, p. 4. 

17 Ibid., June 16, 1927, p. 2, and June 20, 1927, p. 3. 

18 Ibid., June 15, 1927, p. 4. 

19 Ibid., June 15, 1927, p. 4, and Morton, Manitoba: A 
History, p. 389, 
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budget at the price of higher taxes. John Haig charged that Premier 
Bracken's tax reductions were of the nature to allow an additional 
two million dollars annually in his budget: $1,500,900 more than the 
Norris Government .-° Conservatives promised to abolish the despised 
provincial income tax which Premier Bracken defended, since it 

taxed those with substance even more than the land or property taxes 
applied by the municipal commissioner's levy, and which hit farmers 
very hard. 


Bracken"s reply to these charges of unimaginative and pedantic 
administration, combined with burdensome taxes, was to twit his 
opponents for a “lack of business capacity," and blame the deficits 
of previous governments for the costs of present government, He 
Claimed that four million dollars of such debts had existed, and that 
he had changed a $1,346,000 deficit to a $600,000 surplus in five 
years. To charges that taxes were particularly hard on municipalities, 
he answered that he had reduced taxes an average of forty-five per 
cent, most of which was land or property tax under the municipal 
commissioner’s levy. Municipal debts had swollen also under previous 
regimes via the patriotic fund levy, he aeeucdae- On June 18, the 
Premier announced a $706,000 surplus for the tax year ending April 30, 
1927. He pointed to funds set aside for weak school aietrictsta- 

On the natural resources question he made constant reference to the 
newly instituted Industrial Development Board which was sponsoring new 
industry and mining development throughout the province, As to the 
full provincial right to natural resources, he believed that that was 
not a provincial election issue, and that it would be resolved fairly 


even if he were not of the same party as the federal prime-minister,“> 


A further dimension to these general criticisms of the Bracken 


20 MFP, June 6, 1927, p. 7. 


21 Ibid., June 4, 1927, p. 1; June 11, 1927, p. 33 and June 
16, 1927, Pe 26 


22 Ibid., June 16, 1927, ps 2. 
23 Ibid., June 4, 1927, p. l. 
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administration was the charge of one man rule in the Bracken Govern- | 
ment. The phrase "Bracken Government" was a popular one, Officially, 
the "Brackenites” (another commonly used description) would not 

become Progressives until 1928 and so were still referred to occasionally 
Bs “United Farners” or the "Farmers Union,"°’ ‘The Canadian Parlia- 
mentary Guide for this election lists all Premier Bracken supporters 

as "G. C.,’. "Government Candidate.” Robson's "step-mother™ analogy 

was a direct reference to one-man government, a family clique--what 


Robson called “one man and his self-selected friends.” 


Winnipeg 
Conservative Theodore A. Hunt compared Premier Bracken to Mussolini. 
"There was a party. Now there is Mussolini.” Hunt decried the power 


of one man being strong enough to carry the party anes 


Other Major Issues: (2) Party versus Class Politics. 


But all such comments were preliminary to the larger perennial 
issue of party government versus non-partisan administration, or as 
Bracken seemed to practice: a form of group government in which he 
tended to encourage a large number of free votes resulting in less 
emphasis on cabinet solidarity. Premier Bracken also welcomed about 
him, what one analyst called, “men who have not been too closely allied 
with political organizations, but have the reputation of being patriotic 
citizens with good reconis,"“" 


Winnipeg Liberal John Maclean claimed that the Bracken Govern- 
ment was incapable of doing anything for the province just because of 
this non-partisan structure, MacLean referred to three groups 
(Farmers, Labor and Independents) believing in class government, with 
only the name of a leader to hold them together.7° A pioneering Labor 


24 F, C, Pickwell describes this phenomenon in his "Manitoba 
Elections,” Saturday Night, June 18, 1927, p. 2. 


25 MFP, June 20, 1927, p. 3. 
26 Ibid., June 21, 1927, p. 4. 


27 =A, J. Turtle, “Manitoba's New Attorney-General,” Saturday 
Night, June 11, 1927, p. 3. 


28 MFP, June 1, 1927, p. ll. 
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spokesman like Fred Tipping, on the other hand, claimed that even 
Premier Bracken underestimated the significance of class feeling. While 
Mr. Bracken denied class influence on his government Tipping said John 
Bracken was elected on the basis of such feeling amongst the farmers. 
Tipping argued that the government could not please everybody and that 
an example was the defeat of the one-day-of-rest-in-seven bill by 
Classes of employers, not farmers, Hence, Tipping predicted a future 
farmer-labor government. 


The viewpoint of the government was well summed up in an advertise- 
ment calling citizens to “Vote for a business (not a party) government-- 
let's unite the cities and country for province-wide prosperity."-~ One 
of the many divisions criticized in the non-partisan approach to Manitoba 
politics was the city-country split. Premier Bracken had always been 
careful to appeal to Winnipeggers, and in this campaign he handled their 
many complaints of being short-changed by a class party, by a vigorous 
denial and plea for unity, 

In spite of everything our critics may say, we have played fair with 
the city of Winnipeg, although we had only one representative of the 
city in the government. Our presence here is a challenge to the city 
to join hands with the government in forming an administration that 
Will recognize neither city nor country, neither south nor north, 
neither race nor creed, nor economic group, but that will have as 

its only aim and ideal the welfare and the prosperity of Manitoba 

as a whole. 

In such a context many quarters urged the co-operation of all 
political parties. Many believed that an alliance was afoot between the 
Conservatives and Liberals, and the Free Press welcomed such news by 
asking voters to offer first and second choices to one and then the other 


Old-line party, and so defeat the government. ?~ 


29 MFP, June 15, 1927, p. 4. 
30 Ibid., June 11, 1927, p. 3. 
Die lbad.', vune 4, 1927, Ds 1. 


32 The Globe (Toronto), June 27, 1927 discusses the alliance 
question editorially and cites the Free Press as source, 
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Liberal leader Robson vehemently denied any alliance with the 
Conservatives when asked publicly why the parties were apart if both 
opposed the government. His statement in defence of the party system 
is almost classic as it tackles all the questionable dimensions of 
group government, 


Liberalism will not even passively countenance government by an 
occupational group and much less by a party centered on any man or 
group of men irrespective of political tendencies. Such parties 

are, more than the others, subject to personal favoritism and private 
influence, No matter how loud the asseverations of superiority may 
be, the resistance against misuse of power and the capacity for action 
are, in fact, weaker in the case of an unstable small-group government 
than in that of an organized and continuing political party. The 
pressure on the latter is severe enough, we all know, but there are 
always at least, men of influence in them who are not mere opportunists 
and who neither desire the spoils of office nor seek personal and 
party aggrandisement. And we consider there is no hope for future 
progress from group or individualist government. It draws itself into 
its defensive shell and becomes inert, With an attitude of mind 
subject to such a condition we have no sympathy. And so we un- 
qualifiedly say we will have none of it. That is the best way to 
treat the matter. There can be no half-measures. 


City versus Country. 


Whatever politicians wished to say about party or "class" govern- 
ment the city-country split had reached serious proportions in Manitoba, 
The split was the substantive issue behind a number of more evident and 
instrumental ones of great concern to the candidates and electorate in 
1927. As we have indicated a city-country division existed as regards 
taxation. City politicians tended to favor land taxes like the municipal 
commissioner's levy. Rural-based politicians had been much more willing 
to inaugurate a provincial income tax. Some Conservative candidates, 
like Sanford Evans of Winnipeg, claimed their party would abolish both 
the personal income tax and the municipal commissioner's Meee The 
question of taxation was not simply one of which provincial form hurt who 


33 MFP, June 25, 1927, p. 4. 
pe Ibid, tune 9, 1927, pe 3. 
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less, but an urgent question for payment of municipal costs, Winnipeg 
City Council set up a committee to investigate how the city could be best 
served by its provincial government candidates and the city’s concern for 
more revenue. Most tax suggestions were stolen by the province, the 

city chareed.>> 


Related to the taxation question was the manner in which Winnipeg 
seemed destined to pay for rural services. Such a policy may have more 
and more been the conscious design of Farmer-Progressive governments in 
order to establish some measure of country-city equality. In 1927 the 
clearest example of Winnipeg paying the rural costs arose over the 
provincial telephone system, where the city system profits were removed 


to bear the cost of a substantial rural deficit, 


Two other issues divided city and country folk, again on the 
question of costs, i.e.3 roads and schools. The economic slump having 
ended, the good roads program and increase in automobile traffic returned. 
Rural candidates and even suburban ones like A. W. Myles (Liberal-- 
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Assiniboia) insisted that trunk highways should be delineated and maintained, 


not by municipalities but, by the province,” 


Conservatives argued that 
better roads could be paid for out of an adjustment to the tax on gasoline 
and using such revenues for road-building. The Conservatives called for 

a reduction in the five dollar licence fee which candidate R, A, Gillespie 
claimed farmers could not afford. Gillespie advocated use of the gas een 


revenue, which more clearly taxed the users for paying the cost of roads. 


Education Issues, 


Perhaps the most tragic disparity at this time was the backward 
state of many rural school districts, Over one hundred of the twelve 


35 MFP, June oy 1927, De 4, 
36 MFP, June 9, 1927, p. 3; and Saturday Night, June 18, 1927, p. 
By. MFP, June 7, 1927, De 2. 


38 Ibid., June 11, 1927, p. 3. Also MFP, June 9, 1927, p. 3, 
and CAR (1928-1559), D: 413, 
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hundred districts had closed completely while many others were only 
open for part of the school year in order to save money, The cause 

of the problem and the lack of support in certain school districts, was 
explained by W. L. Morton: 


eoethe small school district and the flat provincial grant...made 
it impossible to use the resources of rich districts with high 
assessments to aid poor districts with low assessments and high tax 
rates to keep their schools open, or to base the provincial grant 
on need, 


As the campaign progressed Premier Bracken made continued 
reference to reduced municipal taxes of over one million dollars and 
spoke of increased school grants of $100,000 in order to prevent the 
closing of the weaker school aseeeiouss 


Further dimensions to the education costs issue were raised by 
John Queen, the intelligent and highly respected friend of the workers. 
He chided the Bracken Government which lacked, he believed, any real 
progressive plans for education, “They called themselves Progressives, 
but if you call an onion an apple it will make you weep just the same 
when you break the skin, Are they men of progressive ideas? Break the 
skin and weep." Labor candidate Queen described the weaknesses, as he 
saw then, of the government's education policies which went against Labor 
concerns for education open to all equally. 


The suburban municipalities had been forced to exact fees from the 
parents of children who desired to go past grade VIII, in school. 


You would have thought that a Progressive government would have said, 


“Education is one of the things we will not curtail." Instead the 
Bracken government made the retrograde step and gave the trustees 
the right by legislation to levy the fees, instead of helping them 
out of their difficulties, and so prohibited some children from 
having the education to which they have the fight. Labor stands for 
making education easy of attainment to ll, 


Perhaps the appointment of P, A, Talbot as speaker of the house 
and accepting Albert Prefontaine into the Bracken cabinet quieted more 


than just the separate school question. At any rate the kinds of concerns 


39 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 389. 
40 MFP, June 16, 1927, p. 2. 


41 Ibid., June 6, 1927, p. l. 
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expressed by Mr. Queen were not the most heated education issues in 1927. 
Rather, it was the university, its site and future support, which was 
the most vigorously debated education issue in June 1927. 


T. C. Norris had seemingly finalized the site and building plans 
for the university at Tuxedo, But Premier Bracken had re-opened the 
question with his Royal Commission on education which recommended uniting 
the agriculture college and the university. 


Mr. Bracken agreed to this course which involved a breach of 
contract with Tuxedo Land Holdings who launched a suit against the govern- 
ment during the Bana ee Candidates justifiedly complained about the 
poor state of the university, its lack of buildings and poor financial 
basis. Premier Bracken defended a reduction in the university grant from 
$600,000 to $440,000 on the grounds that more private beneficiaries were 
giving to the university, hence, allowing a saving on public cides 


In answer to questions being asked about the comparative amounts 
of grants to the various levels of education, Conservative leader F, G, 
Taylor took a more critical stance on the university, claiming at Gimli 
that forty-seven per cent of the government education grant went to the 
uliversity and only ten per cent to public schools. The Free Press 
responded immediately by asking both Premier Bracken and Mr, Taylor what 
they intended to do about the obvious “bad shape” that the university 
was in, Conservative John Haig cited more precise and recent figures 
on education spending, and replied to the Free Press editorial cited 
above by stating that the issue was not reducing grants to the university, 
as the Free Press implied they favored, but, rather, setting priorities 
in some proportion: first public school for every child, then high school, 
and then versity 


At the same time, in The Pas, Liberal leader Robson was scoring 
the government for its failure to erect suitable buildings for the 
university. The Free Press claimed Robson's statement ",..leaves Mr. 


42 MFP, June 22, 1927, p. 1. 
43 Ibid., June 4, 1927, p. 1. 
444 Thid., June 6, 1927, p. 13. 
45 Tbid., June 9, 1927, v. 3. 
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Taylor and Mr. Haig the unenviable distinction of being the only 
political leaders who try to get the votes by inflaming the minds of 

the people...against their own University.” Replying to Haig’s explanation 
that larger school grants do not necessarily involve less support to the 
university, the Liberal paper asked “If this is their policy, why do they 
not say so? It is surely possible to urge larger grants to the public 
schools without, in the same breath knocking the University." The 
newspaper answered its own query by saying it wouldn't happen because 
Sanford Evans, who would likely become the Provincial Treasurer in a 
Conservative government, had talked nothing but cuts in all forms of 
taxation, 


The pinnacle of public attention was reached on the university 
issue when, on June 21st, the Alumni Association of the university 
sponsored a public debate. Party positions were reiterated with Premier 
Bracken indicating some willingness to compromise on an extended agreement 
with Tuxedo. John Haig stated that the Conservatives would obtain an 
impartial report into the matter. Robson again deplored the repudiation 
of the contract and called for a university board of governors free of 
party politicians. Labor representative John Queen advocated expenditures 
on the university which would provide free education to students. The 
university, he said, should be the place for teaching people how to live 
with their fellow men rather than a place for preparing men to go out into 
the world as "money grabbers." Queen prefered an enlarged university on 
its downtown Broadway site because of its central location over both 
Tuxedo or the agriculture site at Fort Garry. He also deplored the high 
fees charged of university erentess 


Minor and Local Issues. 


Other issues receiving only somewhat less attention included 
arguments over the construction of the Hudson's Bay Railroad, Debates 


46 MFP, June 10, 1927, p. 13. 
47 Ibid., June 22, 1927, p. l. 
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ensued as to whether Port Nelson or Churchill was the most appropriate 
terminal point for the railway. Immigration was at issue in so far as 
both federal and provincial governments were criticized for encouraging 
the immigration of farm and industrial labor when jobs could not be 
found for present workers, Minister of Agriculture and Immigration, 
Albert Prefontaine talked of looking after Manitoba’s own people first. 
He would have his government change the conditions which would allow for 
successful immigration, therefore avoiding the “dumping” of new 
immigrants, Labor candidate S. Cartwright spoke out against what he 
called "commercialized immigration,” whereby immigrants migrate and 
when work is difficult to obtain offer to work for less, so that, 

"old hands are laid off 08 


- An even larger issue was the development of northern resources-- 
mining, pulp and paper, and hydro electric power. Sanford Evans claimed 
that only $5,000 had been directly invested by the government for mining 
Beveiconent. “” John Haig complained that Bracken had failed to protect 
power sites (like White Mud Falls on the Nelson River) for public gain 


rather than the gain of private individuals. Similar concerns were being 


expressed for pulp-wood rights along the HBR route,-~ Robson reminded 
voters that the northern mining areas required a plan which included 
roads, railways, and their own electric rege ae One writer to the 

Free Press took an opposite stand protesting the governnent spending on 
oil wells and gold mines while the Farmers’ Packing Company and Farmers‘ 
Woolen Mills had been wiped out for a lack of small mee! abancerar 


As if to reply to most of the above criticisms John Bracken, 
speaking in the frontier community of The Pas, outlined a policy of 
northern development. His July 19th statement included the Flin Flon 
Railway and the White Mud power site which was to be used, he said, as 


the development of the mineral and pulpwood resources in the region. 


48 MFP, June 13, 1927, p. 4. 
49 Ibid., June 9, 1927, p. 3. 
50 Editorial, MFP, June 10, p. 13 and June 11, 1927, p. 3, 
51 MFP, June 14, 1927, p. 3. 


52 letter to the editor, MFP, June 18 5.192743 De 399 
53 MFP, June 20; 1927, Pe $e 
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Labor = left Issues. 


Finally, there were the sectional concerns of Labor candidates, 
occasionally championed by a Conservative of the stature of John Haig, 
but all too often left as specific concerns of one class of people. 

The major concerns were these, that the one-day-in-rest-in-seven bill had 
failed to achieve assent in the house; that mothers’ allowances were 
decreasing; that minimum wages, expecially for women were avoided by 
exceptions in the minimum wage act; and that old-age pensioners and 
tubercular patients were forgotten segments of Manitoba society, Cartwright 
called for an increase from two-thirds to full salary for compensating 
injured Workers cn Another Winnipeg Labor candidate, R, Durward, 
criticized government for allowing an influx of farm labor at lower rates 
than farmers had said they were willing to pay, and doing nothing to see 
that the money it spent provided a means of employment for its own people, 
"to wit," he said "the bringing in of truck drivers from the United 
States," 


"You can't economize when it comes to human welfare,” said J. S. 
Woodsworth at a labor meeting where he expressed the hope that Manitoba 
would follow British Columbia by passing old-age pension legislation, 
"It should have been made an election issue and wasn't,” Woodsworth 
noted,-© Labor stalwart and MLA S, J. Farmer noted that the increase in 
the number of mothers requiring a government allowance had not been con- 
sidered by the government, thus resulting in an actual decrease in 


5? 


campaign, cited seven occasions on which the government had reduced 


Mothers’ allowances. John Queen, at a labor meeting earlier in the 
mothers' allowances. He expressed his alarm over workers who had to work 
seven days each week and deplored the absence of old-age pension legis- 
lation mimicking Premier Bracken, as saying: "I've balanced the budget. 


54 MFP, June 16, 1927, p. 3. 
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Yes, you workers who sometimes find it difficult to get enough to live 


on, rejoice and support Bracken: He has balanced the pudeet es” 


The Results. 


Manitobans favored an extension of beer sales by the glass with 
no abolition of brewers’ rights. And as expected John Bracken and his 
government supporters were returned with a majority. Conservatives re- 
bounded healthily under Fawcett Taylor at the expense of Independent 
candidates, A Toronto editorial writer claiming that the Conservative 
gains and Independent losses might be interpreted by some to indicate a 
wish to return to the “old two-party system," claimed that Premier 
Bracken's win “hardly leaves room for such a theory for it certainly 
indicates that Neeson at Party is still well entrenched in the 


western province, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1927. 


PARTY SEATS POPULAR ere Se VOTE Be ees 
WON VOTE VOTE WRG, WON 
Government Candidates 29 52,805 32.4 17.0 St 
Conservatives 15 A291 ea 26.0 2100 
Liberals tl 33,196 20.3 22.0 12.7 
ol. P. 3 15,540 9.5 23.0 5.5 
Communist =< 2,015 dee 4,0 -- 
Independents 1 RS-oee 9.4 8.0 1.8 


58 MFP, June 6, 1927, p. 1. 
59 The Globe (Toronto), June 30, 1927, p. 40. 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1927. 


Major, Province-wide. 


1. Liquor Control. 
(a) Referendum on glass or bottle beer. (Specific). 
(b) Wording and appropriateness of referendum. (Side). 
(c) Fines and offenses. 


2. Unimaginative Administration. 
(a) Lack of leadership. 
(b) One-man rule. 
(c) Cut-backs in social programs. 
(a) Undevelopment of north. 
(1) No protection of power sites. 
(e) Forms of tax reductions. 
(f) City-country split. 
(1) Forms of taxation. 
(41) Winnipeg paying for rural services. 


3. Party versus Class Politics. (Political). 
(a) Non-partisan administration. 
(b) Liberal--Conservative alliance. 


(c) City--country split. 


4, Hducation. 
(a) Site and support of university. 
(4) Breach of contract on site. (Specific). 
(ii) Financial support--state of repair. 
(b) Lack of funds for rural schools, 
(c) Equal opportunity. (Left). 


5. Labor. (Left). 
(a) One-day-of-rest-in-seven bill. 
(b) Decreases in mothers' allowances. (Contention). 
(c) Minumum wages for women, (Contention). 
(ad) Old-age pensions. (Concern). 
(e) Care of tubercular patients. (New, Concern). 


(f) Workmen's compensation. (Contention). 
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Major, Province-wide. - cont'd. 
6. Immigration of farm and industrial workers. (Right). 


7. Transportation, 
(a) Good roads--responsibility for trunk roads. 
(b) Financing--taxes versus licenses. 
(c) Costs of license fees. 
(4) HBR terminal point. (Local). 
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ABS TRAC T 


The study of campaign issues in twenty-nine provincial general 
elections from 1870 to 1969 constitutes a unique political history of 
the province of Manitoba, Primarily through the use of newspaper 
microfilm an attempt has been made to describe as many of the issues 
as provide a well-rounded picture of each campaign. Both major and 
minor, province-wide and local issues are set forth with every attempt 
to provide the most cogent arguments on each issue with ample illus- 
tration from the actual candidates and other spokesmen in each campaign. 


The issues are classified in categories of area, extent and 
scopes; nature, kind or style; and “time.” A summary of the issues in 
each election campaign is listed following each campaign description, 


Each campaign history is also accompanied by supplementary 
data previously unavailable in any other single source, and includes 
names of parties, party leaders, number of candidates competing, and 
complete election returns including seats won, and popular vote figures, 
Occasional regional, ethnic and urban-rural comparisons of election 


results are also interspersed throughout the study, 


In a concluding section a modest attempt is made to indicate 
some patterns emerging from the sweep of Manitoba provincial election 
issues. The concluding conments describe the nature of both short- 
lived and perennial issues in Manitoba, A series of graphs portray the 
interrelationships of major perennial issues and other campaign issues 
and social conditions. The importance of election issues to the 
development of party ideologies and the "Red Tory" phenomenon is also 
discussed as well as the utility of the study for future theoretical 


research. 
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MAY 7 TO JUNE 16, 1932 


BoA Ril Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberal and Progressive Party John Bracken 52 
Conservatives F, G. Taylor 48 
Independent Labour Party John Queen 17 
Continuing Liberals David Campbell 12 
Socialist and Workers’ Parties. (George Armstrong, 3 
Jacob Penner & Leslie 
Morris) 
Independents 15 


55 seats. 45 single member districts using alternative or 
transferable ballot. Ten-member Winnipeg district using 
Hare P, R. 


The Issues and Their Context, 


The years between 1927 and 1932 were significant for more than 
the infamous depression, drought and insect plagues which shook the 
social and political fabric of the province to its foundations, The 
abject poverty and unemployment associated with the depression had 
prompted the movement towards a coalition government to deal with the 
crisis, and, following agreement in the winter of 1931-32, a Liberal 
and Progressive government went to the polls to ask for continued 
support in May-June, 1932. But even before the stock-market crash of 
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October 1929, the most heated controversy since the legislative build- 
ings steal took place over the government's contract with the North West 
Power Company and Winnipeg Hlectric Company. The contract would end 
public hydro for thirty years, and investigation showed that cabinet 
ministers and their wives held stock in the Winnipeg company which had 
donated campaign funds to the government Progressives, and, as was 

later proved, to the Conservatives and pre-coalition Liberals as well. 


In the course of the 1932 campaign Conservative leader F. G, 
Taylor recited the sordid events of the ill-reputed Seven Sisters hydro 
development. He began by pointing to the fact that it had ceased opera- 
tion. 


Today it is conclusively shown that the development was not 
necessary because the plant is closed down and not a single horse 
power being developed, because there is no sale for it. The old 
story of the Seven Sisters deal is still fresh in the minds of 
the people of Manitoba...The determination of the Government to 
put through the transaction immediately following the general 
election, the concealment of books, the sudden departure of 
material witnesses, the investigation by a commission appointed 
by the government itself to inquire into its own conduct, the 
utter failure of that investigation, the failure of the commission 
to order the production of the books of the company and generally 
to investigate the matters which were referred to them are all 
matters of public record, The government took its full share in 
this sham battle; spent $25,000 of the money of the people of 
Manitoba, with the one object in view of driving me out of the 
public life of the province; and secondly to hide from the people 
of the province the innermost secrets of the Seven Sisters 
transaction. Some day they will come to light, but that will not 
be while the Bracken government remains in office. i 


The Seven Sisters deal received very little discussion during 
the campaign although its effects had colored most issues. In particu- 
lar the deal strained relationships between the government and the 
Conservatives who had made the original accusations, and so ended any 
possibility of a coalition between these two parties. 


A second major failing of the government between the years 
1927 and 1932, and one which entered much more into the campaign, was 
the closure of the Government Savings Bank, Premier Bracken was 


1 Winnipeg Free Press, May 26, 1932, p. 1. (Hereafter cited 
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accused of withdrawing funds from the bank to balance his budget, 
Rumors that the bank did not hold sufficient securities to meet the 
demands of its creditors were, the Free Press reported to the elec- 
torate, proven to have originated with such prominent Conservatives 
as F. Y. Newton and John Haig, MLAs, and Errick Willis, MP. e 


The Free Press commented editorially on the rumors which prompted 
the closing, "The idea behind the campaign was apparently that if the 
bank was brought down, the Manitoba Government would. be brought down 
with it. It is a striking illustration of the lengths to which political 
madness can go that in a case such as this the end was regarded as 
justifying the means." 3 The report which drew these conments was 
issued just prior to dissolution of the House and included in its 
findings the fact that the Dominion Government could have saved the 
offices but had refused. More distant observers believed Prime Minister 
Bennett's refusal of Mr. Bracken's request for a securities guarantee, 
and later grant to nation-wide banks of the guarantee asked for by 
Premier Bracken, fed the Manitoba electorate’s disenchantment with both 
federal and provincial Conservatives, 2 


Related to the closure of the provincial bank was a much 
@arlier fiasco by which money had been stolen from the Farm Loans 
Board, Premier Bracken, as Provincial Treasurer, apparently had no 
knowledge of the lost monies until the two culprits admitted to ab- 
sconding over $100,000 In his major address to his electors in Por- 
tage La Prairie Colonel Taylor reminded the electorate of the “defalca- 
tions" which had gone undetected for four or five years. “The Prime- 
Minister of Manitoba,” he said, “is directly responsible to the govern- 
ment for the operation of the Treasury Department and of the Manitoba 
farm loans.” "Yet," Mr. Taylor complained, "two men were able to steal 
$102,000 from the treasury department...with all the expensive auditing 


2 WFP, May 6, 1932, p. 4. 
Oe LAG: ». Dew b 33 


4 The report is outlined in CAR (1936), pp. 248-249, W. R. 
Herbert's "Bracken, Butter and Bennett" discusses the disenchantment 
with Mr, Bennett over this and other failures. The established banks 
received their guarantee after gaining "40,000 nice new customers” from 
Premier Bracken's bank. Canadian Forun, idee: 1932, pp. 408-409, 
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system which the government maintains,” and “were not discovered until 
the men themselves went to the police court in Winnipeg and gave them- 


wD 


selves up. 


Premier Bracken answered for his apparent ignorance by reminding 
Taylor that the Farm Loans Board was an agency independent of government, 
He, John Bracken, was not a member of the board. “He calls me a 
dictator and at the same time states that I did not interfere with the 
administration of the Farm Loans Association,” Premier Bracken woniied© 


There were other major events between the years 1927 and 1932 
which were unalterably to transform the political milieu for provincial 
elections, notably the completion of the Hudson's Bay Railroad to 
‘Churchill, and the granting of the natural resources of Manitoba to 
provincial jurisdiction on July 15, 1930. So ended two major perennial 
issues. But the events which were to cause major concern and contention 
in the 1932 election were the depression and the coalition formed to 
confront it, 


Major Issues on the Management of the Economy. 


As leader of the chief opposition party Colonel F, G, Taylor 
conducted a vigorous attack on the “one-man-government™ which, according 
to Taylor, had totally mismanaged all government organizations in the 
face of the depression crisis. Taylor cited an increase in expenditure 
from $4,500,000 to $17,500,000 to support his contention that the 
Bracken Government lacked ability as a sound business administration.’ 
As the campaign progressed Taylor charged that the province was without 
Credit, unable to sell its provincial bonds. When Premier Bracken later 


reported that eight million dollars in bonds had been sold and more 


5 WFP, May 26 ip aoe abe tle 
Gu Ibid, “May 275° 1992) p, “2. 
pemtbid. May, 209, 1992, De Le. 
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were moving, Taylor replied that they had been sold at a fifteen per 
cent discount. 


The Conservative leader pointed to the importance of living within 
the province's income. Borrowing, he said, should cease, and all efforts 
should be made to have expenditures "brought down to the point where they 
will be covered by our total income," The Conservative leader then 
summarized the financial situation which necessitated a change in govern- 
ment, 

With the Rural Credits System in bankruptcy (and it must be remembered 
that they spent more money last year in trying to collect debts than 
they collected in cash); {sic] with the Manitoba farm loans having an 
investment of over ten millions of dollars of the money of the prov- 
ince in a position where it is bound to show a very large percentage 
of loss; with the Provincial Savings Office closed; with the telephone 
system which was purchased and built up by the Conservative Party to 
a splendid self-sustaining position showing signs of dropping back 

by the loss of subscribers: in other words with every commercial 
organization which has been run by this government looming up as a 
failure, owing very largely to its mis-management, and lack of proper 
care and attention, surely the people must be convinced that there is 
a necessity for some change. 

Taylor added his long list of government failures to his contention 
that what was needed was a Dominion-provincial tax arrangement to meet 
the crisis. Taylor argued that only a Conservative government in Manitoba 
could really expect to work proficiently with the Conservative Bennett 
Government in Ottawa, He claimed Premier Bracken lacked ability to get 
along with Prime-Minister Bennett and all too readily took snipes at hin. 
To such criticisms Premier Bracken replied by saying he honestly believed 
Mr. Bennett could work as well with himself as anyone, providing local 
Conservatives desisted from interference, Throughout the campaign Premier 
Bracken and his supporters would point to instances of local Conservative 
interference which had influenced Prime-Minister Bennett against the 
government, 


The Conservative leader suggests that Mr. Bennett would do something 
for a Conservative government in Manitoba that he would not do for 


8 WFP, June 4, 1932, p 14; and June &, pp. 2 and 3e 
WFP, May 26, 1932, p. 1. 
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another government, What a high rating he places upon the patriotism 
of the Prime Minister of Canada: I do not place such a low estimate 


upon Mr, Bennett's conceptions of public duty, I do not blame Mr, 


Bennett for any unfairness to the province of Manitoba, If there has 


been unfairness it has arisen through the political Be iti Nos 
of the Conservative party machine in this province, 


Then citing instances of interference Premier Bracken continued his 
major campaign address by declaring: 
Party politics has been a costly game to this Province in recent 


months. It was through these activities that the federal government 


paid only one quarter of the cost of the University building, even 


after they had agreed to pay one half of its cost. This meant a loss 


to the province of $175,000 in this project alone and the loss of 
several times that amount in other unemployment projects, It was 
through their interference that no co-operation was extended in 


connection with the Savings office, It was through their interference 
that the project for a union government was eventually killed, For 
these and other things the elegtorate of the province of Manitoba will 


justly hold them responsible. 


e od @ @ 


For most Conservatives, including their chief financial critic 


W. Sanford Evans, government finances were the main issue in the campaign, 


and Evans noted that Premier Bracken was unable to balance the 1931-32 
budzet.-? 


"Now you see it; now you don't," the Conservatives said of the 
$4,822,842.72 cheque from Ottawa for Manitoba's natural resources, It 
12 
was gone and no tax reductions had followed, was the charge. 


In answer to government replies that the Manitoba per capita 


debt was less than any other western province, Taylor, Haig and others 
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replied in the nature of "Does it help you very much to know that while you 


are bankrupt, the other man's debts are even bigger?" SY Nor did other 


10 WFP, May 27, 1932, p. 1. 

ll Ibid,, June 3, 1932, p. 2. 
12 Ibid., June ll, 1932, p. 2. 
13 Ibid. 
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provinces matter when Manitoba had lost the confidence of investors, 
Taylor noted. 


Related Issues and the Government's Counter-Attack;, 


On more specific items, every one of which was a minor issue in 
it own right, the Conservatives called for free public schooling to 
ensure equality of opportunity; they criticized government policy towards 
widows and orphans whose allowances had been sacrificed for purposes of 
economy; claimed the Agriculture Department had spent more money on 
department automobiles than on agriculture, and, that the department 
needed total re-organization; blamed the government for neglecting and 
closing of public fish hatcheries; called Premier Bracken unsympathetic 
to the need for roads and cheap power in mining districts; and pointed 
to the need for the province to take responsibility for trunk highways, 
rather than the municipalities, A whole new network of roads was 
required, said Taylor, and car licenses and gas taxes should go to build 
local marketing roads which farmers needed and used more than the trunk 
roads, 2" 

| John Bracken, in a major speech in Winnipeg on May 26th, responded 
to Conservative criticisms while outlining his own policy. He used R, B, 
Bennett's own words to defend the need for his non-partisan stance towards 
reduced expenditures, “We are living in the most abnormal conditions 
under which people ever lived...," Mr. Bennett had said, Premier Bracken, 
therefore, championed a non-partisan administration and survey of revenue 
and expenditures, He advocated a reduction of government costs, cessa- 
tion to borrowing for capital purposes and the development of wider 
markets, and recognized a need for balanced development of agriculture to 


15 


avoid over-production, 


There were two major thrusts in his counter-attack to charges of 


general mismanasement, The first thrust was to accuse the provincial 


14 Most of thse issues were raised and developed in Mr. Taylor's 
“opening campaign speech at Portage, WFP, May 26, 1932, v. 1. 


15 WFP, May 27, 1932, p. 1, 
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Conservatives of a twenty per cent increase in expenditures in their 
policy intentions. Mr, Bracken's lengthy statement makes for interesting 
reading. 
It will have been observed that at least one-half of the ‘planks in 
the Conservative platform promise greater expenditures, Where the 
reductions in expenditures are going to be made and where the 
money for all these new proposals is going to be found, is, of 


course, a secret known only to this “spend more and tax less" party 
of super-business and financial experts. 


An examination of all these proposals would indicate that if the 
promises implied in them are not broken they will mean an increase 
of at least twenty per cent. The electorate of Manitoba have now 
the opportunity of judging whether these undertakings are made to be 
broken or whether the people are willing to bear an added tax im- 
position that will be necessary to carry them out, Their pro- 
posals for schools, adjustment to securities, relief, telephones, 
trunk highways, mining, agriculture, adjustment of services, 
mothers’ allowances and highways--if they mean anything at all in- 
volve increased expenditures, 16 
Premier Bracken's second thrust was to blame the Bennett Govern- 
ment for much of Manitoba's difficulties, The protective tariff was 
very likely amongst the chief enemies, although opposition candidates 
of all stripes called government talk of the tariff a "subterfuge," 
As Mr, Bracken dealt with specific items the role of the federal govern- 
ment became clearer, On the matter of trunk highways the Dominion 
Government had already turned down an all-Manitoba route to The Pas for 
relief work, The provincial sovernment had also been turned down two 
years earlier when it attempted to turn over the fish hatcheries to the 
17 


federal govennment. 


The Premier then moved on to hit each of the matters at issue 
with his chief opposition, 


In the area of telephones he advocated carrying subscribers at 
present rates, The Conservative policy was to operate at a reduced rate 
with more subscribers, Premier Bracken would end installation charges 
and have subscribers pay their telephone bills once the crop year ended, 


16 WFP, May 27, 1932. 
U7 ptblds se Dem endedune 151992, Dp. 2. 
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Of the Conservative position Mr. Bracken declared: “The inference 
suggested in the Conservative platform that lower rates can be effected 
or more generous terms given, is mischievous, It can lead only to one 
or other of two things, broken promises or telephone deficits," The 
Premier noted that farmers could not even pay one dollar per month and 
that 3,189 of 10,243 subscribers, or 31 per cent, were already being 
carried, 


On the free schooling question Premier Bracken claimed it was 
already in effect, Later, the Education Minister R. A. Hoey accused 
Conservatives of fomenting dissent by contacting parents previously 
prosecuted for the non-attendance of their children, we On the 
question of roads, Mr. Bracken noted that municipalities paid only one- 
third of costs and any downward change would be at the expense of 
cities and towns. On the car expenses for agriculture officials he 
pointed to an even larger car allowance for federal agriculture per- 
sonnel by comparison. s6 


Health Minister E. W. Montgomery later defended his department 
by pointing to an increase in the number of public health nurses and 
explaining that a fifty thousand dollar cut in mothers’ allowances 
represented a ten per cent slice for food and clothing because the 
cost of such commodities had come down. oe 


Issues of the Left. 


Labor spokesmen attacked the general issue of depression and 
mismanagement from the point of view that a radical restructuring of 
priorities was essential and what was required was “not so much a 
change in government as a change in our whole social and economic 


structure," ee John McLean, former Liberal, now Independent Labour 


18 WFP, May 26, p. 1, and May 27, 1932, p. 1. 
197 Ibias, June 7, 1932, pe 3. 


20 All of the above points were made in Premier Bracken's 
Winnipeg address, WFP, May 27, 1932, p. 1. 


21 “Ibid,, June 2, 1932, p. 2. 
22 Ibid., June 4, 1932, p. 1. 
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Party candidate in Assiniboia, called the financial difficulties and 
their remedy the main issue in his constituency, "The municipalities 
were so heavily burdened with debts and interest on bonds and deben- 
tures that there must be a change in the financial system, not only 
in his constituency but in the entire province," a report of a McLean 
meeting concluded, , Furthermore, that radical change in the finan- 
cial system could come only with a complete change in economic policy, 
as a result of which there would be no production for profits or ex- 
ploitation, MacLean had argued. 


An Independent Labour Party convention held in the first week 
of the campaign called for the socialization of banking and credit, 
plus the immediate reduction of interest rates. ay 


In early June ILP leader John Queen pledged to work for a 
"co-operative commonwealth." He described the nature of the world- 
wide depression as “distress in the midst of plenty." Here was Mani- 
toba supposedly with too much wheat in too many elevators so much so 
that it no longer paid to grow wheat, It was a feature, John Queen 
argued, that Manitoba had in common with a variety of different govern- 
ments in various provinces and countries. "So it becomes relatively 
unimportant whether Mr. Bracken or Mr. Taylor is called on to form a 
government after this election,” Mr. Queen insisted, “but it is of 
great importance to what extent the people of this province declare 


themselves in favor of a new social and economic system." Z0 


Conservative comparisons of expenditures over the last ten 
years, Mr. Queen therefore dismissed as “crass hypocrisy." "...[B)e- 
tween the Brackenites and the Taylorites there is no essential differ- 
ence, Both defend the system which concentrates great wealth in the 
hands of a few and the consequent impoverishment of the people, such 
as we are experiencing today." As evidence he cited the reduction of 
welfare allowances and civil service reductions while no reduction in 
the interest on bonds took place. The bondholders still get the same, 
he said. 


23 WEP, May 14, 1932, p. 3. 
24 Ibid., May 16, 1932, p. 4. 
25 Ibid., June 4, 1932, p. 8. 
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John Queen outlined the ILP program that included reduced hours 
of labor without a reduction in pay; a minimum wage for all workers; 
unemployment insurance and public works for employment rather than a 
dole; and free and full education, with an end to fees which: discrimi- 
nated against those who could not afford schooling, The ILP would hold 
and develop the province's natural resources by public ownership and 
nationalization of the land to offer land security for farmers. Mr. 
Queen advocated public ownership and control of public utilities and 
large scale industries, claiming that, at the time, flour mills were 
“not working to full capacity" and bakeries were "capable of producing 
more bread and yet people cannot get enough to eat." The ILP leader 
_ proposed state insurance at cost to cover sickness, accident, crop 
failure and fire--or. whatever misfortune befell Manitobans, He called 
for an enlargement of the Workmens' Compensation Act to include all 
industries and occupations, and increased allowances for widows and 
fatherless children, He criticized existing tax schemes claiming 
they protected the owners' great wealth, and advocated instead a 
graduated income tax. He also outlined ILP concerns for organization 
for workers with the right of collective bargaining and peaceful 
picketing; representation by population, and proportional representa- 
tion with no property qualifications and no election deposits; and a 
debt adjustment to keep farmers going, 


Mr. Queen promised support to any independent farmer candidate 
who held similar ideas, He concluded his address by a vigorous appeal 
to Manitobans to join the world-wide movement for a "co-operative 
commonwealth, “ 


We are not an isolated body working here alone but are part of a 
world movement striving to create a world fit for human beings to 
live in. This new world is possible but it will only come when we 
organize our forces sufficiently to bring it into being. So the 
ILP calls on the people of this province to organize, not just for 
the purpose of winning an election, but for the purpose of the. 
establishment of a new social system, the great cooperative common- 
wealth and the creation of a world in which poverty shall be un- 
known. To the task then, everybody, against poverty. 26 


26 WFP, June 4, 1932, p. 8. 
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The party positions discussed above on this crucial issue indi- 
cate not only the stark differences in perspective on particular issues 
but, also, the depth of those issues when they call in question the very 
political or economic order within which they are viewed, 


Unemployment. 


Unemployment had been another issue raised perennially by 
Labour Party spokesmen but to no avail. In 1932 it could no longer be 
ignored. Unemployment in trade union organizations alone hovered around 
twenty per cent in Manitoba at election time, and Winnipeg was amongst 
the worst hit cities in Canada. ey It was an issue directed as much 
against the Federal Government as against Premier Bracken, since most 
quarters were bitterly disappointed with Prime Minister Bennett's 
failure successfully to confront the situation, Labour candidates 


called unemployment insurance promises empty, and at an inter-party meet- 


ing with unemployed railwaymen Socialist George Armstrong questioned 
where relief was to come from in an economy in which the value of wheat 
had dropped hundreds of millions of dollars since 1927. Sympathy, he 
said, was not enough, and in reality unemployment insurance was co-equal 
with the "dole." He put his position to the unemployed in forceful 
terms. 

Mr, Bennett a short time ago had said he would create work, that 

Canadians would not tolerate the dole, but now all parties, even 

though they hated it, were agreed that it was necessary. That was 

in order to maintain the existing order....Present governments 

were no more than "collecting agencies for the bondholders.” 28 

Conservative John Haig took the measure of the Bracken Govern- 

ment on the issue claiming that the Manitoba Government required a 
Minister of Labour, not just a deputy, and a labor bureau; both of which 
ae F, G, Taylor 
Claimed the Bracken Government had no policy on unemployment but instead 


could pressure the Dominion Government more effectively. 


27 From unemployment tables for the period as contained in 
CAR (1932), pp. 401-403. 


28 WFP, June 3, 1932, p. 13. 
29 WFP, May 18, 1932, p. 5. 
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passively accepted federal assistance, Taylor proposed a non- 
partisan board to administer federal assistance plus accept and direct 


the proposed national contributory scheme for unemployment insurance.” 


Government candidates believed the "bottom had been reached" 
and that overseas trade would help. Attorney-General W. J. Major promised 
the unemployed rail-workers at that inter-party meeting that the "rail-. 
roads would thunder again" and that the railway shop should be used for 
the construction of trucks and motor bogies.“~ 


The Premier faulted Taylor for talking of the Conservative Party 
solving the unemployment situation, when the federal Conservatives 
could not solve the unemployment situation which saw forty thousand 


unemployed in Manitoba,-~ 


Long time Conservative Joseph Bernier of St. Boniface defended 
the Bennett Government, While admitting that Prime-Minister Bennett 
had not succeeded, he was, said Bernier, doing everything humanly 
possible, and had spent $150,000,000 on the unemployment relief.°° 


Minor and Local Issues, 


Minor and local issues ranged from a shortage of poison for 
confronting the grasshopper plague, for which the closure of a govern- 
ment poison mixing station was blamed, to Assiniboia Conservative can- 
didate Mayor Ralph Webb's concern for dandelions on the legislative 
grounds: "Only those who pass the legislative grounds daily can realize 
the disgrace they are to the people of this province. For months now I 
have been going back and forth along Osborne Street and I have never seen 
a better field of dandelions in my life.?" 


30 WFP, May 26, 1932, p. l. 
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The more serious concerns of Winnipeggers, however, still 
hovered about that city's place in the total financial picture of the 
province, Early in the campaign one hundred prominent Winnipeg business- 
men promised to end their support of the government in favor of the 
Conservatives and published their intent,” At a Conservative rally 
in June speakers deplored the increasing debt of the province, noting 
that seventy per cent of income tax, eighty per cent of amusement tax 
and the bulk of gas taxes were paid by Winnipeg to provincial coffers with 
nothing received in return.” 


Basle Major denied that Winnipeg was overlooked and claimed that 
while Winnipeg contributed $1,700,000 to provincial revenue she got back 
/ $1,419,000 in prantes! 


Independent candidate F, W. Russell also claimed that Winnipeg 
got nothing in taxes back from the province, and described the need for 
independent men to fight for Winnipeg in the legislature without worrying 
about party standss- 


Winnipeg had a profusion of parties represented again in 1932. 
In addition to the six government candidates, which included Attorney- 
General Major, Minister of Health E. W. Montgomery and the newly sworn 
Minister of Mines, Natural Resources and Industry John Stewart McDiarmid,. 
there were seven Conservatives, six ILP candidates, three Continuing 
liberals, two United Front Workers of Communist persuasion, George 
Armstrong of the Socialist Party of Canada, and four independents which 
included Mrs. Jessie MacLennan a labor independent and C, Andrusychen, 
an Independent Ukrainian. For the most part Manitoba ethnic minorities 
tended to support, and work within, the major parties, at least if T. 
Peterson's recent study is correct, for fear of bringing “discredit and 
ruin" on themselves as a minority if they were to be associated with small 


35 Winnipeg Tribune, May 18, 1932. 
36 WEP, June 11, 1932, p. 2. 
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39 Many observers stress the importance of the 
quality of individual candidates in the 1932 election rather than 
party differences, 


radical movements. 


Party Politics and Coalition Issues. 


The perennial question of partisan versus non-partisan politics, 
as might be gathered from the events and other issues of the time, was 
of paramount concern, 


Premier Bracken, as we have seen, had proposed a coalition of 
parties to meet the depression problems. Part. of that offer was cabinet 
representation “of more than one representative” to the takers. Three 
Liberals were announced as members of Premier Bracken's new cabinet in 
his May 26th Winnipeg address, The Mayor of St. Boniface, David Campbell, 
K.C,., after becoming leader of the "Continuing Liberals" who refused 
to join the coalition, indicated that he too was indirectly offered a 
cabinet ete: From the point of view of the Continuing Liberals 
the coalition was a “plot" hatched at a Liberal convention stacked with 
two-thirds government apportere nt: Campbell explained his position by 
telling why he disliked the politics of the other parties, "Any party, 
or any politics, that is founded on class interest is wrong," he said. 
"It can lead only to chaos,” As for the Conservatives, “for 125 years 
_the Conservative Party fostered and promoted the special interests of the 
Capitalist, and opposed every movement for the benefit of the common 
people,” Campbell asserted. Labor, too, was "just a little too far in 
the direction of class politica. 


The Continuing Liberals, whose candidates numbered a mere dozen 


39 Peterson, Ethnic and Class Politics,” pp. 91-92. 


4O Ibid., p. 91 and F, C. Pickwell, "The Political Battle in 
Manitoba,” Saturday Night, June 11, 1932, p. 3. 


41 WFP, May 20, 1932, p. l. 
42 TIbid., June 10, 1932, vo. 5. 
43 Ibid., May 14, 1932, p. 9. 
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in the province, saw themselves as representing the only vote which 
could be registered against both Bracken and Bennett governments, They 
anticipated holding a balance of power in the next legislature, 


Attorney-General Major outlined the issue involved in non- 
partisan administration and went on to describe and defend the establish- 
ment of the coalition, 

Throughout the campaign there will be an appeal to the electors on 
the one hand, to return legislators on the basis of the old worn-out 
party system, and on the other hand on the basis of submerging party 
politics in the interests of strong leadership and good government. 
When Premier Bracken advanced the coalition government proposal 
last fall, he emphasized the importance of submerging party politics 
so that the energies of the governing body might be directed ex- 
, Clusively to the solution of the grave problems facing the province, 
What we have in mind is a coalition administration capable of 
carrying forward the administration of provincial affairs without 
unnecessary expense or delay, a coalition administration the very 
existence of which would sustain public confidence, to the re- 
adjustment of the economic problems of our people, 

Premier Bracken echoed the same remarks as he cited the “difficult 
days" as reason for a non-partisan government, “It is our belief that 
the first step towards the realization of improved conditions in Manitoba 
ought to be the abandonment of party warfare and the establishment of a 
government which will represent as far as possible the unprejudiced, non- 


partisan thought of the Depgince a 


For Taylor and the Conservatives John Bracken was nothing short 
of a “one-man government,” an egotist who failed to keep his supporters 
informed of what he was doing. Taylor claimed he had never seen any 
group of people so “consistently...at the dictation of their leader," 


He explained his decision against joining the coalition on the 
grounds that Premier Bracken intended to avoid an election if he could 


44 WFP, May 17, 1932, p. 11. 
Hy eibid., May 27, 1932,’ p. 1. 
46 Thid., May 13, 1932, p. 2, and May 26, p. l. 
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nould an all-party coalition, 


There is no doubt about it that Mr. Bracken's whole proposition 

Was that there was to be no election at all. Had I agreed to go 

into coalition there would have been no election this summer. Mr, 

Bracken did not want an election, but wanted power for another 

five years), I would have been a traitor to my party had I 

consented, 

In fact one of the three new Liberal cabinet ministers, J. S. 

icDiarmid, while condemning the Conservative "selfish interest” in not 
joining the coalition, remarked, “it is a great pity that an election 


should be necessary." 


Premier Bracken's handling of the issues associated with coalition 
yas to draw attention to the results of local Conservative interference 
in federal-provincial politics, as we have already described, Mr, 
3racken attacked the Conservatives’ refusal to join the coalition by 
saying: 


Apparently loyalty to party by the extreme politicians in that party 
was of more importance than loyalty to the province. They refused 
to follow the example of the statesmen in Great Britain who brought 
about the coalition government there and who thought their first 
duty was to their country rather than to their party. 


The editorial position of the Free Press was that the province 


could no longer tolerate partisan politicians. 


The prime disqualification for candidates, whatever they may call 

themselves, should be the manifestation of party spirit. This 

province simply cannot afford to have the next Lezislature torn with 

party dissensions when the need will be for the co-operation of all 

to save the ship. 0 

In a post-mortem the Winnipeg Tribune interpreted the Conservative 

losses in the election as a "denunciation of partisanship, especially 
partisanship that is strongly in evidence when the clear call is for high 


public service," More conservative sources like W. L. Morton and Toronto's 


47 WFP, May 19, 1932, p. 3. 

48 Ibid,, June 2, 1932, p. 2. 

Hoes ibid., May 27,1932, p. 1. 

50 Editorial, WFP, May 11, 1932, p. Li, 
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The Mail and Kmpire blamed Conservative failures on the presence of Sir 
Rodmond Roblin in the campaign as well as his son as candidate in 
Dufferin,-~ A writer for the Canadian Forun declared that "Manitobans 


were weary of party politics in the provincial arena." 


"The electors," 


said the report, “couldn't vote against Mr. Bennett directly, so they 
did the next best thing," This same account of the 1932 Manitoba 


election also carried a simple story said to be an “actual conversation” 


in which a Liberal-Progressive candidate gave up all hope of winning a 


Ukrainian farmer's vote, since his Conservative opponent, a medical 


doctor, had promised free services to the farmer's ailing son, However, 


when asked if he would, therefore, vote Conservative the farmer replied 


"Oh, no." He wasn't going “to vote for butter at 10 cents a pound!" "3 


The story may say more about the “gut issues" in the 1932 


campaign than all our previous comments combined, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1932. 


BART Y 


-Liberal and Progressive 


Conservative 
m,.P, 


Continuing Liberals 
Socialist & Workers 


Independents 


a ee 


SEATS 
WON 
38 
10 


POPULAR 
VOTE 


100,801 
90,152 
38, 356 

5 Shy 
5,409 


14,800 


I, 

SHATS 
WON 
69.1 
18.2 


91 


51 As cited in CAR (1932), p. 243, and Morton, Manitoba: A 


History, p. 425. 


52 W. R. Herbert, "3racken, Butter and Bennett," August, 1932, 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1932. 


Major, Province-wide. 


1. Mismanaged Economy. (Cluster), 
(a) Government expenditures. (Right), 
(b) Provincial borrowing. (Right). 
(c) Closure of Government Savings Bank. (partly Federal). 
(a) Farm Loans Board "robbery." (Specific), 
(e) Seven Sisters Hydro kickback. (Dead). 
(f) One-man government. (Personality). 
_(g) Bracken--3ennett relationships. (Personality). 
(i) Conservative interference in above. 
(h) Use of natural resources monies, 
(1) Bond interest. 
(j) Agriculture department expenses. (Separate, Specific), 


2. Coalition, (Political). 
(a) Party versus class politics. 
(b) See (f) and (g) above. 


3. Labor. (left, largely Concern). 

(a) Radical social, economic, financial change. (Socialist left, 
Diffuse, Underlying). 
(b) Public control. (mostly New). 

(i) Socialization of banking and credit, 

(44) Nationalization of land for farmers. 
(441) Nationalization of natural resources. 


(iv) Nationalization of public utilities and large-scale 
industries, 


(v) State insurance--fire, crop, accident, health. 
(c) Unemployment. (Contention), 
(1) Unemployment insurance, (Separate). 
(41) Public works for employment. (New). 
(d) Reduced hours of work. 
(e) Minumum wages. 
(f) Enlarged workmen's compensation. (Sectional), 


(g) Increased widows’ allowances. (Sectional). 
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Major, Province-wide--Labor--cont'‘'d, 


(h) Graduated income tax. (Sectional), 
(i) Collective bargaining. 
(j) Electoral change. 
(i) "P. R."“ without deposits, (Perennial). 
(ii) End to property qualifications. (Perennial), 


Minor, Separate, and/or Local, 


Free Public Schooling. 

Roads--Trunk Highways. (partly Federal), 

Closing of Fish Hatcheries. (partly Federal). 

Hydro Power in Mining Districts. (Local), 
Telephones--Carrying Subscribers, 

Civil Service Reductions. 

Grasshopper Plague--Closing Mixing Station, (Specific). 
Winnipeg's Share of Taxes. (Local, Right). 

Dandelions on legislative Lawns. (Side). 
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MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTIONS, 1932. 


Nominations, June 6, 1932—Deferred Nomination, The 
Pas and Bupert’s Land, July 4, voting election, June 16; 
deferred election, nominations, July 4; voting, July 14, 


F AETHUR. 

Hon. D. L. McLeod (G.C.)-. 

James A. Ross (C.)--——. 
ASSINTBOIA 


Col BR. H. Wedd (C)-___ 
John Mciean (Lsb.)-..—- 
JAG PEt. C).15. es 


BEAUTIFUL PLAINS 


A. J. M. Poole (G.C.)._--~ 
John S. Poole (C.)--____- 


BIRTLE 


J. W. Pratt (ind.). 
W. C. Wroth (C.)--—-—-- 


BRANDON CITY 
Geo. Dinsdale (C.)-.—_—. 
H. Spafford (Lab.).—--. 
D. E. Clement (G.0.).-- 
H. W. Cater (Ind.)-_--. 
CARILLON 
Hon. A. Préfontaine (@.0.) 
M. Duprey (0.)- 
- OYPRESS 
J. L. Christie, (G.C.)._ 
W. H. Spinks (C.)- 
DAUPHIN 
R. Hawkins (G.C.) 
E. N. McGirr (C.).—-.— a 
W. 8S. Wickes (Lab.)-._ 


DELORAINE 


Saeed 


is 


Hugh MeKensie (@.0.)—.. : 
‘Sgnsw (0.)————--—— 


- Wm. Morton (G.O.). 


DUFFERIN 
J. A: Munn® (GiC)) 2 
A. B. Roblin (C.)... +. 
EMERSON 
Bs Corzan (G0)l 2S 
Wier: sonnstcn (C2... 
Wm. Kolodzinski (Iod.)._ 
ETHELBERT 
N. A. Hryhorezuk (G.C.).. 
N. Bilash’ ((£ab:) 5... 
FAIRFORD 
8; -85Garson' 1(G.0)) = 
Uber We WV os EAE WEED 0 (00) Cece reemaes! 


FISHER 


N. V. Bachynski (G.C.)--—. 
W. N. Kolisnyk (Lab.)...- 


W. E. Hodgins (0.)..-—. 
J. G. Hamilton (L.)---— 


GILBERT PLAINS 


Ai Re Berry..(G.C.}.— = 
a A. Alley, (O.) soos ee 
GIMLI 


E. 8. Jonasson (G.C.)-—— 
I. Ingaldson (G.C.)--_—. 
G. 8. Thorvaldson (C0.).—-.. 
Iwan Kapusta (Ind.)-... 
M. Ewanebuk (L.)-——._ 


GLADSTONE. 


@. M. Hall (0). 


2,568 
1,968 
1,987 


1,742 
a) 


2,231 
1,682 
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. SOME Homeaere 


FOUR PLATFORMS 
ON 
TH Prec Osiris. Of GOVERN TNC 


JUNE 12 TO JULY 27, 1936 


/ 


toa R T Y¥ LHADER CANDIDATES 
Liberal-Progressives John Bracken 4g 
Conservatives Errick Willis 39 
CCF-ILP S. J. Farmer 20 
Meera: Credit 2. 6 0 he a te mee 20 
Others (5 Independents, 1 Independent- ## - - =- = - y) 


Liberal and 1 Communist) 


45 single member alternative or preferential districts plus 
ten-member Winnipeg district on Hare "P, R." Total: 55. 


Context of A snap Election, 


This was the election which would have held Manitobans to the 
pattern of a change in government once every decade on the average, 
Premier Bracken's fourteen years in power brought the cry “time for a 
change" and criticisms of his heavy taxation policies were very likely 
enough to put the government in a minority situation after July 27. 
However, the profusion of candidates and parties did not allow for the 


Choice of a clear cut alternative. 


The new farm-labor-socialist union of 1932 brought the energies 
of the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) to Manitoba, but, 
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due to organizational problems, the labor party in the 1936 campaign 
was still officially the ILP, or as some would have it, the CCF-ILP. 


In the summer of 1935 William Aberhart had swept Alberta with the 
grassroots movement, Social Credit, and that party also contested 
Manitoba's 1936 election for the first time. The Conservative Party 
had just completed the selection, by acclamation, of their new leader, 
Errick Willis, son of former MLA and party leader R. G. Willis. In 
fact, the Willis acclamation was said by many sources to have been the 
reason for the unexpected election call. 


The Brandon Daily Sun spoke of a “defeatist somnolence” witnessed 
in the Conservative Party by the Bracken Government, hence, making the 
date for an election unimportant. The Sun, now a Conservative paper, 
claimed that the selection of "a young and vigorous Leader in Errick 
Willis...put the jitters into the Brackenites quickly...so a snap vote 
was suddenly decided upon before the new leader could organize and the 


Conservatives get busy." : 


The Winnipeg Free Press defended the election call on the - 
grounds that three Winnipes vacancies existed and that it cost just as 
much to run a by-election as a general election under the "p. r," 
system in Winnipeg. The Free Press also spoke of the importance of 
filling three cabinet vacancies, which, if filled, would also call for 
by-elections since Manitoba still demanded re-election upon appointment 
to cabinet. But the chief reason justifying the election was the change 
in Dominion governnent. That change might offer a re-adjustment of 
relations, especially in regard to payment of uneinployment relief and a 
more formal system of provincial borrowing from Ottawa. Such arrangements 
would rest on a government having the security of office for a period 
of years, said the Free Press. ‘ 


1 From the Brandon Daily Sun, as cited in Editorial: "As Viewed 
in the West," The Globe Coa June 20, 1936, vo. 4. 


2 These particular discussions were cited and commented upon in 
The Globe, June 20, 1936, p. 4; and Editorial: "Mr, Willis" Election," 


Saturday Nicht, June 20, 1936, pp. 1 and 3, 
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Conservative leader Willis himself faulted Prenier Bracken 
for the election call. He called upon the Premier to explain the 
suddenness of an election which one day before its announcement govern- 
ment members apparently knew nothing about. Mr. Willis claimed that 
Premier Bracken wanted to get an election over before the low August 
prices of wheat were announced, The only other explanation, he 
posited, was that a ae was afoot to dissotve the Wheat Board, which 


was once again operative. 


The contending parties campaigned, as in 1932, in very difficult 
times, While unemployment had dropped at times between 1932 and 1936, 
in January of the latter year there were 99,000 unemployed in Manitoba, 
one~seventh of the province's population. - Drought covered two-thirds 
of the cultivated area and the lons-distressed farmers would have to 
listen to campaign addresses in 90 and 100 degree heat with the threat 
of infantile paralysis everywhere present, 


The Key Issue and the Conservative Attack. 


As the campaign began the Winnipeg Tribune claimed "There is no 
issue other than the general administrative record of the Bracken govern- 
ment, which is not particularly brilliant, but at the same time may be 
described as adequate," 5 The politically independent Tribune did ex- 
press a concern for a "stronger opposition” and its language may have 
carried hidden criticism or warning: "A parliament too one-sided in its 


political views tends to grow careless and inefficient," 


The Winnipes Free Press agreed with the Tribune on the main 
issue of the campaign, at least in the last week of campaigning: 
",,.the judgement next Monday will be on the issue of business manage- 
ment,” The Liberal daily went on to describe the approach of the 
Bracken Government in the non-critical style of the previous Tribune 


WFP, July 16; 1936, De 4, : 
CAR (1935-1936), pe. 379. 
5 As cited in The Globe, June 20, 1936, vp. 4. 
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editorial: 


The Bracken Government presents a clean financial sheet, It has 
resisted demands for extravagant spending and for experiment with 
untried economic theory. Yet the provincial services have been 
kept up to scratch and the budget, apart from necessary borrowings 
for relief, is balanced, The Government proposes to stay on this 
even keel, That, in brief is the Liberal-Progressive platform. 
It is unspectacular, but it is challenged only by Utopian theorists 
and by a new party leader who promises the impossible in the way of 
savings and tax reductions. The decision does not look difficult. 6 
And, presumably because that decision was not too difficult the 
Free Press could term the campaign “tame” with "no crucial issues" and 


"no sharp division between the parties." 


However correct the Tribune and Free Press were in their assess- 
ment of the main issue, there were other perspectives on what can only ~ 
be called a cluster of issues concerned with the efficient management of 
the costs of governing, 


Errick Willis and his Conservative Party would reduce the costs 
of government by one million dollars, the Conservative leader promised 
as he opened his campaign in Brandon. He would save the province an 
additional one million dollars by reducing interest charges on provin- 
cial borrowings by that amount, and without repudiating any bonded debt, 


Mr. Willis also promised to repeal a two per cent wage tax which 
Premier Bracken had placed on all incomes over $480. The Rowell-Sirois 
report was to call Manitoba's wage tax “the heaviest income tax on low 


income groups in North America” ? 


and the measure, which seemingly dis- 
eriminated in favor of rural non-wage earners and asainst urban workers, 


Was roundly condemned in most quarters, 


F, C. Pickwell of Saturday Night, who was based in Winnipeg in 
1936, and with the wage tax in view, described the plight of Manitoba 
wage~earners in a fashion which may well have captured for his national 


audience something of the real mood of this campaign, 


6 WFP, July 21, 1936, p. 11. 


7 Report of the Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations 
(Ottawa: King's Printer, 1940), Il, pp. 98-99. ; 


4 i i 
* i) sh 7 
I \ =F 
ee ay 
Ned y a i, + 
posh GE reuala tobosontt & nistet & giiiesosit'? 


oie ae wnt eevee zot hae ‘syet Paver: Seuene: ‘STIRS aor 
rive Re LAGI Aha. Mntont verag ete ot | Caner ie 
enazvotiod nies doa wos rant Sabha ot aa ee ; 
£0 en Jj geneous Boer server ane Deon ne: RE 
tig lc wrban aera T pth, Meh iat, tare red nt anh 
. Tee eee wal oy City ed vsictte Sah at ‘af ead Pe Mare 
ty yaw ele 62 el Thao eh ecg gee hneriny pate’ Petal vieeg| 
\ \tivorYRie gael don aeot qoited 208 an cniehanene? a 


utd afyoP Qe sat Jon aay moze seh) seas fevaged vii 
tre “eae fala oa” agiw “onal” stptlnagprai cat's 


e ; iin aceite matt pabuded 
drege BE ck nt wre segs. aah fi wd? teeta dowesa. 


alll na dole np covisaarperyy cmH FO) rey mold heats 


etwas att cee: Few hid et wis te ‘olin 
Nie gaa matanan wy Sr ete ee) eat sasiion se Sim- “aie ed, 

ih won Re sit avad * Cuca on “ulbwazanain § at mblarens att 
eseetey, 580 Boies ay! « reatetah: as bok err xe eq Lot aod fttan 


ties fenctyade 0 cura bogies Sodirite bee Oy daild tages 


aN 


} ee 


seni dd eves og aed, ~ ‘tenet id Ln oat, ezeinN 
aoket eink teaes aA. Deel yee, oi pony 
WN: any ae feed desgyandlina wie. ‘Suet is \pchetatt oe 
pt ‘sltuantannine Hetrte striae wiht ‘taut » asthe spol eh bi 
aemaeste Land tanks patty enna es. Sryaweston Laersare. to vee int, 
et he ae ee | vicerneulp tacit id anapantn 


t _ 


t algiea nt oe ade they taiihs: é ystranaet te ehowtor, ) 
etree ye Matty eof phdbesyet weeey, th geet “5.2m eid ibe 
Bago tet ott aha’ a hea vast fie son lod go breath, B ats 
| ined ahd he tron Lavery ovis te cacti 


} 


' 
mee 
. i ' 
eee tatoubyus- ty ae wit oll ie, =) yy 
’ (hl ne, Reet are ey i 
ns be i ae es cy 
Pa F age re | 
: tat 


387 


The average wage-earner (many long on reduced salaries) (sic) in 
Manitoba pays two income taxes to the Province, and one to Ottawa 
and seven cents per gallon tax on gasoline, The premier recompenses 
them with the doubtful honor of having enabled the Province to 
retain its financial independence during a crisis and kept the big 
government machine moving. Since their aggregate vote does not 
compare with the agrarian supporters, no striking suggestions are 
advanced for a "new deal” for the defenceless wage earners, 

But the new Conservative Leader Errick Willis, has sensed the 
inequitable and vicious features of a special self-collected tax 
aimed at one class of citizens, If elected he promises to abolish 
it, and work out some more equitable system, It may be merely a 
vote-getting gesture, timed at urban centers, but that is no worse 
than appeals to farmers to support a Government which assures the 
main burden of taxation will be paid by urbanites. 

The Willis plan also called for a cancellation of farmer indebtedness 

for seed and feed along with other forms of debt adjustment, and a reduction 


y 


in automobile license fees, 


Premier Bracken's immediate response to the Willis proposal for 
a reduction in government costs was to call the reduction of interest 
Charges a "repudiation of present obligations,” The promise to reduce the 
cost of running the government by one million dollars would mean wiping 


Out old-age pensions, mothers’ allowances, and other services, he elsinede 


Later in the campaign Provincial Treasurer Hwan McPherson explained 
that Manitoba would pay no more than 33 per cent interest on its future 
bond issues, for as long as the Bracken administration remained in office. 
He claimed that his analysis of the Conservative platform showed that if 
implemented it would produce a deficit of $1,037,000. He reiterated Mr. 
Bracken's contention that one million dollars could not be saved on interest 
Charges without repudiation. ~~ | 


Premier Bracken challenged Willis, as the campaign progressed, to 
show where the one million dollars could be saved. He also defended the 


See eed 


8 F, C, Pickwell, "The Manitoba Contest,” Saturday Night, July 25 
1936, pe 4, 


9 WFP, June 24, 1936, p. 1 and CAR (1935 1936), pp. 369-70. 
10 WFP, June 27, 1936, p. l. 
Mie Ibid, July 6, 1930; p. 1. 
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wage tax which he considered a temporary measure to pay unemployment 
relief costs. "I challenge any one of the eight Conservatives who sat 
in the legislature during the last few years to come and say where they 
are going to cut off the million dollars? The tax was put on.to help 
raise enough money so that eighty thousand people should not starve in 
Manitoba, "~~ 

Willis answered Premier Bracken's challenge by offering an 
itemized account as to how one million dollars could be saved without 
impairing essential services, The items included $150,000 on government 
travel and use of gas, $50,000 on printing costs, $50,000 on unnecessary 
grasshopper control for the year plus cuts in various departmental 


expenditures and public works, !? 


The Conservative leader also noted 
that he had called in the advice of an expert chartered accountant who 


had assured him the one million dollars could be ehuedec? 


Premier Bracken’s analysis of the Willis items led him to 
counter by saying that one third of the itemized one million dollars was 
“not even contemplated expenditure, and that three-quarters of the total 
was "not possible of accomplishment except at the price of losses in 


revenue far exceeding the savings proposed," 


Mr, Bracken’s own program would assimilate the wage tax into 
general income tax once conditions allowed. He would reduce interest 


‘Yates on all forms of borrowing and write off municipal loans for relief 


purposes. In addition to plans to improve the general financial situation 


of municipalities, Premier Bracken listed a number of areas which would 
have to be the subject of Federal-provincial negotiation including un- 
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employment relief and payment of provincial and municipal debts accumulated 


for that purpose over 53 years.” 


12 WFP, July 14, 1936, p. 1. 

ie oid, ss ouly 20, 41990, '°D. 3s 

ss Thid,, July 25,;, 1900, sult 

15 Ibid., July 25, 1936, p. 1. 

16 CAR (1935 ~ 1936), p. 370, and WFP, July 4, 1936, p. 1. 
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Issues Arising From the Social Credit Program. 


The electorate had other programs for cost-reduction to 
consider as well, Alberta Social Crediters slipped into Manitoba to 
explain that party's three basic principles: "the basic dividend," 
"a continuous flow of credit," and the "just price." 


In outlining the Social Credit platform the party called for a 

provincial credit account whereby the wealth of Manitoba would be 
_ determined by equating consumption with total production. The surplus 
of this productivity "can be monetized," said party spokesmen, “by the 
issuance of credit of the province in the form of a dividend to all bona 
“fide citizens.,..""’ ‘The Social Credit dividend would guarantee food, 

clothing, and shelter for all, as well as education for the young, The 
establishment of a just price and fair wages would parallel the dividend, 
guaranteeing a reasonable return to producers and distributors. The 
problem blocking the flow of credit was a matter of distribution not 
production, said the visiting Athextanss=° And if the Manitoba elector 
could not understand the progran he was gently reminded by Alberta's 
Rev. E, G. Hansell: “Its not necessary for you to understand all the 
little details. You don't have to understand all the details of electricity 


to be able to press a button and enjoy its benefits 17 


Social Credit doctrine received a vigorous attack, most of it via 
newspapers which carried examinations of William Aberhart’s Alberta 
program and its alleged failings. The only surplus production in Manitoba 
Was wheat, the Free Press replied to the Social Credit platform.” The 
Provincial Treasurer claimed "I don't want to waste your time or mine” on 
Aberhart'’s Social Credit, but did go on to point out that Social Credit's 
founder Major Douglas had said himself it would never work satisfactorily 


17 WEP, July 9, 1936, p. 3. 


18 Ibid., June 29, p. 3, and July 9, 1936, p. 3. The Globe, 
July 10, 1936, p. 4. 


19 WFP, June 29, 1936, p. 3. 
20 Ibid., July 10, 1936, p. ll. 
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unless adopted by the whole commercial world, not just a province,- 


Eric J. Poole, Red Deer, Alberta M.P,, responded to the many 
rather facile dismissals of the basic divided by attacking the bankers 
as causing nine-tenths of human misery. “The people who ridicule dividends 
promised by the Social Credit Party are the people who have been drawing 
them all their lives themselves," he said in an obvious reference to 
bankers and bond-holders. Poole claimed that the old line parties feared 
losing the support of monied people and so avoided talk of monetary reform, 
He described the existing economic system as debt-creating and called 


attention to a need for new ideas and thinking on such Wetieres— 


There was one matter linked to the Social Credit view of this 
major issue of government costs which did get plenty of response, and 
that was the party's alleged preparedness to repudiate the bonded in- 
debtedness of the province, 


Most of the concern about the repudiation of bonded debts and 
interest charges was related to. precedents being set in Alberta by Mr. 
Aberhart. The province circulated with rumors that Premier Aberhart was 
coming to Manitoba to speak and by the end of the first week of that hot 
July the Free Press described debt interest as "a lively issue, perhaps 
the main issue, in the Manitoba election.” “This fiscal year the 
province, paying an average of five per cent on its bonds, will pay 
$5,934,402 in interest out of a total expense budget of $14,097,549." 
Such a sum amounted to 42¢ on every tax payer's dollar, the Winnipeg daily 
pointed out. 2 According to the same editorial Mr, Aberhart had simply 
told his bondholders that interest rates would be dropped from five 
down to 2.5 per cent. The Free Press advocated delicate negotiation and, 
in a criticism equally of Social Credit repudiation and Mr, Willis'‘s 
Savings, argued why a Bracken government was the best to handle such 
hegotiation by having chosen increased taxation, 


ee 
21 WEP, July 21, 1936, p. 1. 
gow dold., July" 25, T9368 pe. 30. 
ouetoid, July 7, 1990, Dp. 11. 
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The Manitoba Government will...be able to say to its bondholders: 
Manitoba proposes to refund and invites bids on a new issue of bonds. 
Doing it that way, Manitoba will be asking no favors, repudiating no 
obligation and getting money no cheaper than investors think its 
credit is worth. And doing it that way, Manitoba may very possibly 
effect a substantial saving in interest without damaging its financial 
reputation in the slightest, 


That is how it must be done, if at all, and the question for the 
electors is whether to entrust the job to Mr. Bracken and his 
colleagues, who seem to appreciate the delicacy and difficulty of 
it, or to Mr, Willis, who is, rather unwisely, promising a $1,000,000 
saving he may not be able to deliver. 24 

The Manitoba Social Credit League was hard-pressed to have its 

position on bond issues recognized. It was a question of re~issuance 

rather than repudiation, they argued. The platform statement was issued 
as follows: 

We believe that all future maturities should earn only as much as is 

within the ability of the people to pay. ‘The province has the right 

to control its credit. By refunding we mean the re-issuance of 

bonds which are promises to pay. Repudiating is not contemplated by 


Social Crediters, It is our desire that wages of money, or interest 
rates, on all securities shall be reduced, 25 


The CCF-ILP Joins the Issues. 


Members. of the CCF-ILP advocated an economic council which would 
survey the resources and needs of Manitoba with a view to determining the 
extent to which government might organize for public ownership, The CCF 
approach to the economic problems would be via the establishment of co- 
Operatives and the public ownership and democratic control of public 
utilities and essential industries like packing plants and flour mills. 
The finance question, specifically, would be tackled by re-opening the 
Provincial Savings Office, by controlling and refunding all provincial 
and municipal debts; by abolishing the wage tax; and by raising the 
exemption level of the income tax at the lower scale while increasing in- 
Come tax for higher incomes, The party also advocated a reduction in 
a 
24 WFP, July 7, 1936, v. 11. 
25) Ibid.5 July 9, 1936, Dp. 3. 
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license fees for low-priced cars, ay 


The response of the CCF-ILP to the contending parties was to 
fear, first of all, that the Conservative platform would sacrifice 
necessary social services in order to achieve its goals, The new party 
leader Seymour J, Farmer, speaking at Dauphin, claimed that Premier 
Bracken used the word "depression" as an excuse for doing nothing about 
relieving the distress of the people of Manitoba. fa Speaking later in 
the campaign in Brandon, Mr. Farmer spoke of “using the resources of 
the province to meet the needs of the people of this province,” He 
believed that there was enough food produced in the province for all, 
whereas Conservative and government prosrams were built on the assump- 
tion that there was not. se 


H. Fred Lawrence (ILP--St, Boniface) recalled that both Liberal- 
Progressives and Conservatives had opposed cuts in interest rates in the 
House. On the CCF-ILP's intent to abolish the two per cent wage tax and 
to reduce interest charges by $1,750,000 he boldly stated: 

You can call it repudiation if you like and if you do I can say that 
we are definitely out for such repudiation, because the rights of 
the unemployed, the youth of the land and all who are suffering as a 
result of the present economic system are of more importance than 
property rights. 29 

H. F. Lawrence's Liberal-Progressive opponent in St. Boniface, 
L. P. Gagnon, replied that the CCF continually called for fresh expendi- 
tures, hence piling up debts without bothering about how payments were 
to be made, 30 


There were suggestions to the left of the CCF-ILP from the 
Socialist Party of Canada and from fence Litterick, who was to be the 
first Communist Party member elected to a provincial legislature in 
Canada, Mr. Litterick proposed a five-year moritorium on all provincial, 


26 WFP, June 30, 1936, p. 1. 

By eolbid., July 6, 1936, pe 5. 
Zo) loid., July 24, 1936, p. 6. 
29 Ibid., July 25, 1936, p. 30. 
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municipal and private indebtedness. 3 


The Government's Counterattack, 


The government's approach to this variety of criticisms and 
alternative programs was to defend its record by comparison with other 
provincial governments. Manitoba, it was argued, had the lowest annual 
expenditures and capital debt of all four western provinces. The Bracken 
Government prided itself on a businesslike and sympathetic handling of 
relief, on an effective civil service, and on progressive legislation 
without being radical, and in the interests of the whole province, The 
government saw as its purpose the restoration of confidence in personal, 
corporate and co-operative enterprises, It intended to press for a better 
deal with Ottawa rather than making further raises in taxes, Premier 
Bracken said his government was prepared to be unpopular in its quiet, 
determined role to bring questions like the reduction of interest rates 
before Ottawa's proposed national committee on finance. His was a 
business-like cautiousness which had as its aim “the saving of the 
credit structure of the province and of the Dominion.“ He hoped to 
achieve "a refunding by general consent at lower rates of interest, after 
negotiation with representatives of bondholders...." The Manitoba 
Premier described what would happen if no agreement was reached at such 
a Dominion-provincial conference, 

«eethe province will have no alternative but to face the problem 

by itself and take such action as it then considers necessary in 

the best interests of its people, That responsibility the 
government is prepared to assume, It means no threat to bond- 
holders; it promises no “savings” of millions to taxpayers; it 
solicits the confidence of the public as it seeks to deal with 

this important matter in a manner that will result to the credit 

of the province and not to the disadvantage for all time to come, 32 

In the face of the attacks on his administration's handling of 
government costs, therefore, Premier Bracken's view was that his govern- 
ment served as a sensible middle ground amongst the alternatives being 


put forward by opposition parties, The purpose of such a government was 


31 GAR (1935-1936), p. 3703 and WFP, July 25, 1936, p. 30. 
32 WFP, July 4, 1936, p. 1. | 
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to restore confidence in enterprise. Mr. Bracken expanded on both these 
matters in his keynote address opening his campaign at Winnipeg's 
Marlborough Hotel, The "middle course" was explicitly enunciated in 
comments made on his government's approach to public services, 


The Manitoba government now contributes $5.5 millions a year out of 
its $8 millions of controllable expenditures for these services, 
The Labor-CCF political group says this is far too little, and they 
have severely censured the government's programme on this ground in 
recent years, The present Conservative Party hints that these ser- 
vices cost too much, but dares not face the public with specific 
proposals for reductions, 


The government has tried in its policies to meet essential needs 
at a minimum of cost. It takes the position that while neither 
prodigality nor extravagance can be tolerated, a basic minimum of 
service must be provided, The public must reach its own conclu- 
sions as to the wisdom of the government's policies, In reaching 
it, however, it is respectfully suggested that there be kept in 
mind the fact that the Labor-CCF group would increase these expen- 
ditures, It is our view that a middle course such as we have been 
following is in accordance with the view of the great majority of 
the people. 33 


Premier Bracken's arguments for the restoration of confidence in 
enterprise incorporate rebuttals to his opponents of various stripes, 
For him the important issue becomes his cautious “middle course," The 
following quotation, for example, seems to touch first the Conservatives, 
then CCF, Social Credit and finally the Communist Party. 

Taxes must be kept down to the lowest possible point; social experi- 
ments of an unsound or costly nature must be avoided; contracts must 
not be lightly broken, and the threat of Communistic teaching must 
be answered by such an expression of confidence in a sane programme 
as will encourage legitimate enterprise again to accept its rightful 
place as an employer. 

Moderation is again sounded as he continues and directs his com- 
ments specifically at public enterprise. 

In this connection, public ownership has its place and is to be en- 
couraged whereever it can serve the community better than private or 
co-operative enterprise. But if the alleged advantages of public 
ownership are to be given to every section of the imlustrial and 


business world and denied to agriculture, the result can hardly fail 
to be a further deepening of the distress in rural areas. 34 


aS 
33 WFP, July 4, 1936, p. 1. 
34 Tbid, 
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Agricultural Issues. 


Premier Bracken's statements above, reflected, not only his con- 
cern to follow a middle road between Conservative proposals for taxation 
reduction and a CCF demand for increased expenditure on public services, 
but, also, the Manitoba Premier's intention to “press for a better deal” 
for agriculture. Hopefully, such an agriculture “deal” would be accom- 
plished by raising the prices of agricultural products, expanding inter- 
national markets, encouraging co-operative buying and writing off drought 
taxes, Most of such a program demanded pressure on the Dominion Govern- 
ment, and, as we have seen, that was Premier Bracken's intent. He would 
also “urge the Dominion” to extend Dominion farm loans and push for 


35 


lower interest rates, 


Brrick Willis attacked Premier Bracken’s "new deal" on this all 
important issue of the distressed farmer, “Mr. Bracken has been shuff- 
ling the cards for the last fourteen years and irftead of a new deal he 
wants to keep on shuffling,” the Conservative leader said, 36 He noted 
that the Premier promised farm income increases but failed to outline 
how they were to be achieved, 

Mr. Bracken says he will increase farm income, but is delightfully 
indefinite as to the process by which this is to be attained and 
has forgotten to tell us why he has neglected it so long. Farm 
practices are to be improved, but the methods to be invoked are as 


obscure as the reason why Mr. Bracken has deferred his own election 
in The Pas. 


Apparently we are going to get a better price for our wheat, but 


has anyone ever seen such a demand made by Mr. Brackén to Mr, King?" 


Errick Willis made forthright attacks on Premier Bracken's 
handling of rural problems reminding farmers that it was Mr. Bracken who 
had "forced the municipalities to tax you for your seed and feed, forced 
you to borrow from banks instead of from the federal government, forced 
the municipalities to take a lien on your livestock, forced municipali- 
ties to hold tax sales in order that they might own your land." 38 


35 GAR (1935-1936), p. 3703 and WFP, July 4, 1936, p. 1. 
36 WFP, June 24, 1936, p. 1. 

B7. Ibid. , July O,-1930, Ps 13. 
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That same Bracken government had relieved farmers of land taxes but 
robbed them of a million dollars on liquor profits which had been pro- 
mised to them, Mr. Willis protested. He described his own party's 
program, proposing that experimental farm stations be used to, produce 
rust-proof wheat, and called for the agriculture extension service "to 
be taken out of politics and returned to the agriculture college.” 39 
The service had been taken out of the hands of the agriculture faculty 
at the University of Manitoba and Mr. Willis had been a steady opponent 
ef such a move. | 


Mr. Willis believed a better price for wheat could be got from 
Ottawa. He proposed that the tax on gas for use in tractors and com- 
bines be removed, that such farm implements should not be excluded from 
rural road use, and that gasoline taxes on cars should be given to muni- 
cipalities to assist in the maintenance of roads. He deeply deplored 
that almost all agriculture services given by the Norris Government to 
the farmers had been abolished by the Pracken administration. - 


The CCF-ILP program to relieve the depressed state of agricul- 
ture called for government assisted co-operatives for the sale of farm 
machinery, gas, and oil, which would supply these commodities to farmers 
at cost. The party would write off all debts for seed and feed loans 
in drought areas, and put forward a proposal for rural electrification. 
All farm debts would be adjusted downward to fit existing commodity 
prices, and an adequate living standard would be protected by a CCF-ILP 


government as the "first charge on farm income.” “1 


Issues of the Left. 


Once again the now enlarged left-wing party opened up policies, 
and hence, issues, seemingly ignored by other parties, In addition to 
talk of an economic council and public ownership, as noted earlier, the 
Party talked of co-operatives, province-wide housing, rural electrifica- 
tion, market roads and hospital extensions, all of which might be accom- 
cern neneneee 

39 wrP, July 24, 1936, p. 1. 
Pomibad:, and July 25, 1936, p. 1. 
44 CAR (1935-1936), p. 370, and WFP, June 30, 1936, p. 1. 
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plished by the work of the unemployed. The party favored cash relief 
and constructive employment for the unemployed and would abolish relief 
camps and dining halls. A provincial labor code was still being called 
for--a code which would upgrade the Workmen's Compensation: Act and 
minumum wage standards, as well as protect an unrestricted right to join 
a union, CCF-ILP candidates talked of a socialized health service, 
state insurance, a child welfare act, blind pensions, and a reduction in 
eligibility age for old-age pensions. He The ILP members at a gathering 
late in the campaign strongly condemned Premier Bracken for what they 
called a “betrayal” on his public ownership platform. "What is the 
difference between a premier who holds you up throush legislation and 

a thug who holds you up with a gun," the party members were cited as J 
asking. They decried the five cuts made in mothers’ allowances by the 
government and a reduction to two meals per day for the single unem- 
ployed on relief, as bondholders continued to receive their annual in- 
creases, 


The party's new leader S. J. Farmer was particularly exercised 
about the need for a shorter work week, 
Both the Bracken and Conservative parties preach economy and that 
interest rates are sacred. Neither has a word to say in its plat- 
form about reducing unemployment by instituting a seven-hour day 
and a five-day work week, We of the ILP demand that hours of labor 
be shortened without any cut in pay. 44+ 
The CCF-ILP had its own “Achilles heel” which came under attack, 
1, es its alleged association with the new Communist Party of Canada. 
The latter party's leader, on a speaking tour of Western Canada, made 
reference to the new CCF as potentially a "people's party." Tim Buck's 
comments, and, perhaps, the presence of James Litterick in the campaign, 
prompted the Winnipeg Tribune to editorialize against sedition: the 
organized over-throw of the government which it believed was the Com- 
munist goal. ae) J. S. Woodsworth, now national CCF leader and once 
Re SY 
42 WFP, June 30, 1936, pD. 1. 
43 Ibid., July 24, 1936, p. 6, and July 25, 1936, p. 30. 
My Ibid., July 25, 1936, p. 30. 


45 A report of these events is carried in an editorial in 
Ihe Globe, July 27, 1936, p. 4. 
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again an ardent campaigner throughout the province, voiced his resent- 
ment of the CCF-Communist conspiracy contention, which, Mr. Woodsworth 
said, was part of Central Liberal Committee tactics, 


James Litterick asserted a program which would see a Communist 
member in the legislature lead the unemployed to the House to demand 
better relief and lead the farmers to demand better conditions. He 
would be prepared to lead workers in a veneral strike for higher wages 
and better working conditions, but he explained of his program, “We 
are asking the electors to vote for a progressive program based on the 
needs of the people, not the program of the bankers; we are not asking 
for a Pe etublon ets. Litterick, like the CCF-ILP candidates, believed 
Bracken economics were made at the expense of the unemployed, His own 
program would give work and wages to all unemployed Manitobans. He 
spoke of slum clearance and irrigation in drought areas, He also spoke 
of the needs of hospitals, which had been turned down but still required, 
provincial grants. 


Minor Issues, 


Other election issues were minor in comparison to those already 
discussed, Some contention existed over what. Mr, Willis called an 
"overstaffed" provincial civil service, and Conservatives were generally 
Opposed, as were other parties, to the apparent profusion of well-staffed 
government advisory boards which seemingly duplicated Dominion evikees 2 


On the educational scene matters were peculiarly quiet, compared 
to several years earlier, when it had been discovered that J. A. Machray, 
Chairman of the Board of Governors and Bursar of the University, had 


46 WFP, July 24, 1936, p. 6; and July 25, 1936, p. 30. 
47 Tbid., June 30, 1936, p. 3. 
48 Ibid., July 25, 1936, p. 30. 


: 49 F, C, Pickwell, "The Manitoba Contest," Saturday Night, 
July 25, 1936, p. 4, } 
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since 1903 stolen from three different governments a total of $901,175. 
Willis attempted to raise up the three-year old discovery by challenging 
Premier Bracken to explain the secrecy which had surrounded the 
University until after the 1932 campaign.°° Willis also questioned the 
cost of text books in the province. He called the business a "racket," 
indicating that the same texts going for $2.20 in Ontario were sold 

by companies for $6.85 in Nani topar- 


Local Issues, 


While there was little of serious contention on a province-wide 
scale outside of the two or three issues already examined there were, 
as always, heated local campaigns to be considered, The chief of these 
was the contest in Brandon. This western Manitoba city was on the verge 
of financial collapse. One of its main rail lines, south to the inter- 
national boundary, had been abandoned. 


Speaking in Brandon on July 13, John Bracken announced that the 
city had asked his government for a provincially-appointed administrator 
to supervise the serious financial difficulties of the city, The Premier 
commented on the need for a government representative in Brandon which 
would be for the first time since a Norris Liberal was elected in 1915. 
The Premier also defended the sale of elevators in the area for one 
million dollars to farmers, saying that it was the best price the govern- 
nent could get and that most residents were Sales that they “would 


rather the farmers have them than anybody else. 


Errick Willis called Premier Bracken's comments in Brandon a threat 
that unless Dr. H. 0, McDiarmid, highly touted as a future cabinet minister, 


was elected, the western Manitoba city would receive no provincial aid,7? 


50 WFP, July 16, 1936, p. 4. 

51 Ibid., July 18, 1936, p. l. 
52 TIbid., July 14, 1936, p. 16. 
53) Ibid. July 16,°1936,"p.°4. 
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Local Conservative MLA George Dinsdale criticized the government for not 
coming to the financial aid of Brandon until the eve of an election. 
Dinsdale also faulted Premier Bracken for enducing support for McDiarmid 
oe In what the Free Press dismissed as 
a “roorback”, Dinsdale charged that Brandon civil servants and employees 
of the local mental hospital had been threatened with dismissal unless 
they subscribed to the campaign funds of the government candidate. 
Dinsdale apparently showed pledge cards to prove his point,” 


by promising him a cabinet post, 


Brandon ILP candidate Alderman H. Spafford reproved the government 
for closing down the Great Northern Railway in the area, It had been 
closed, he said, because the operation did not show a profit regardless 
of whether or not the railway served the needs of the people! 


After July 27th when Spafford's alternative or second choice 
ballots had been distributed between the two front runners, George Dinsdale, 
Conservative opposition, once more represented Brandon City constituency 
in the provincial legislature, 


In Deloraine constituency Colonel Royal Burritt, Liberal- 
Progressive candidate, attempted to reconstruct a "personality" issue by 
reminding his electorate that his opponent, wrrick Willis, had been one 
of the men responsible for the run on the Provincial Savings Office which 
had consequently led to its closing.”” 


Winnipeg and the Results. 


Finally, in Winnipeg where Mines and Resources Minister J, 5, 
McDiarmid attempted to relate Winnipeg's growth to northern development, 


54 WFP, July 25, 1936, p. 30. 
55s ihid., July 25° 1936, p30. 
56" Thid,, ‘July 24, 1936, "p. 6. 
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the big news was Lewis St. George Stubbs, Independent. In 1932.County 
Court Judge Stubbs had been charged by Attorney-“eneral W. J. Major 
"for improper remarks reflecting on the probity and integrity of the 
Manitoba Court of Appeal." Mr. Stubbs was dismissed as a judge but not 
before winning the admiration of Manitobans for his courageous out- 
spokenness. L. St. G. Stubbs spoke of one law for the rich and another 
for the poor. He advocated socialization of the administration of 
justice, creation of a public defender, and was opposed to the lash and 


capital mie evnent a. 


The Free Press described Mr, Stubbs as "an out and out socialist" 
even though running as an independent.” His support came from every 
quarter and when ballots were counted after July 27th, Lewis St. George 
Stubbs headed the Winnipeg poll with an unprecedented 24,805 first choice 
ballots. His nearest opponent was 18,941 votes behind, and he was none 
other than Mr. James Litterick, Communist. 

Most post-mortems conducted at the time and since on the 1936 
election results have spoken of a notable decline in labor ieee 


Their analysis fails to consider the Stubbs phenomenon with care. 


If we examine the excess second-choices on the Stubbs ballots we 
discover the following interesting breakdown of second choice ballots. 
In the first place the two top recipients were CCF~ILP candidates: 

John Queen 3,045, and S, J. Farmer 2, 564, James Litterick was next in 
line with 2,107. Ralph Webb was the fourth highest recipient of the 
Stubbs’ second choice ballots with 1,669, Although a Conservative, Webb 
was a popular figure because of his outspokenness on a myriad of issues 
including labor matters. He was also a former Mayor of Winnipeg. Both 
Webb and Litterick reached the election quota of 7,214 by virtue of the 
Stubbs ballots. The fifth and sixth highest recipients were again CCF- 
ILP members, William Ivens with 944 and Morris Hyman with 898, If we 
were to divide the Stubbs “second choice" total on the basis of popular 


a 
58 The Globe (Toronto), July 28, 1936, p. l. 
59 WWEP, July)22,..1936,p» 19. 


60 See for example, The Globe, July 28, 1936; Saturday Night, 
August 8, 1936, p. 1&8; and CAR (1935 - 1936), p. 370. 
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vote we would find the following interesting figures; 


Party No. of Candidates Popular vote 4% Pop. vote 
CCF-ILP 6 8008 45.5 
Conservative 5 4ool Zee0 
Communist a 2107 12.0 
Liberal-Progressive 5 2085 AS 
Social Credit 5) 1390 7.9 


There is no doubt that CCF-ILP figures are down significantly in 
Winnipeg, but the Stubbs vote accounts almost entirely for that decline, 
It perhaps says more about the type of vote that was cast in Winnipeg, 

It would appear that there had been a consistent anti-government, 
pro-workingman vote. That vote goes where it will to those who most 
accurately reflect the aspirations of this dissenting electorate, whether 
ILP, Independents, Communists or radical Conservatives. Sucha 


phenomenon, we would argue, is the way it had always been, 


The ethnic minorities, if Peterson is correct, tended to vote 
for Premier Bracken. Peterson cites the Ukrainian Voice of Winnipeg urging 
fellow Ukrainians as follows: 


All signs show that the Bracken government will remain in power, 
This means that we have to elect candidates put forward by the 
governing party...candidates from parties making strange and poses 
promises will bring us no advantage, only national dishonour, 1 
There is evidence, however, as Peterson notes, that some 
Ukrainians joined both French and interlake Icelanders in casting a 


protest vote by supporting Social Credit Pandidareenc 


The minority position which Premier Bracken found himself in 
following this election was eventually resolved by the promise of support 
of the five Social Crediters elected in the campaign, ven the Social 
Credit support came about only after the Conservatives had refused any 
Overtures and after William Aberhart interceded to support what, for the 
Manitoba Social Credit League, was a very unpopular move. 


a ere aameernteneetcnaensseanesasisiencpcecUSeeSEnA 


61 Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics,” p. 92. Originally 
Contained in Ukrainian Voice (Winnipeg), July 22, 1936. 


62 Peterson, “Ethnic and Class Politics," p. 92. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1936. gy, 


SEATS POPULAR POPULAR 
PA ROT Y WON VOTE VOTE 
Liberal-Progressives 5) 91,378 SON 
Conservatives 16 71,934 28.5 
CeFr-ILP i? 30, 996 2,3 
Social Credit 5 23,413 SIE. 
Communist Party 1 5,864 Zane. 
Independents 3 29,892 FUG 


Winnipeg First Ballots - 1936. 


of 
70 


moa RT Y POP, VOTE POP, VOTE 
Independent (L. St. G. Stubbs alone) 24,805 310-3 
Conservatives 16,312 Agi ank 
Liberal-Progressives 16,634 yaw) 
CCF-ILP 10,198 12.9 
Communist 5,864 7.4 
Social Credit Becks 4 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1936. 


Major, Province-wide,. 


1. The Costs of Governing. (Cluster). 
(a) Heavy taxation. 
(b) Repeal of wage tax. (Specific). 
(c) Auto license fees. 
(ad) Bond interest. 
(14) Bond repudiation. (see Social Credit). 
(e) Municipal debt. 
(f) Hospital extensions and funding. 


2. Agriculture. 
(a) Wheat prices, 
(b) Municipal taxes on agriculture. 
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Major, Provinc e-wide--Agriculture--cont'd. 


(c) Partisanship in extension service. 
(d) Cooperatives. (left, New). 

(e) Drought assistance, 

(f) Need for market roads. 


3. Social Credit Monetary Reform, (New). 
(a) Dividend, just price and flow of credit. 
(b) Bond repudiation, 
(c) "Monied bankers." (Left). 


Left, largely Concern, 


‘Public Control. 
(a) Socialized health service, 
(b) State insurance, 
(c) Need for economic council, 
Better Housing. 
Rural Electrification. (Sectional, New). 
Unemployment Relief. (Contention). 
Labor Code. 
Child Welfare. 
Blind Pensions. (New). 
Lower Eligibility for Old-age Pensions. 
Allowance Cut-backs. (Contention). 
Slum Clearance. 
CCF--Communist Relationships. (Right, Contention). 


Minor, 


Snap Election Call, (Political). 
Overstaffed Civil Service. 
Machray University Steal, (Dead). 
Cost of School Text Books. 
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Local, 


Brandon's Financial Position, 
(a) Cabinet post offer. (Dodge). 
(b) Civil Service dismissal. (Roorback), 
(c) Closing of G. N. R. 


Deloraine--E, Willis Role in Provincial Savings Office, (Personality). 


Winnipeg--L. St. G. Stubbs Candidacy. (Contention, Personality). 
(a) Penal and judicial reform. (New, Left, Concern), 
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Rs rons oF BANITODA 


MANITOBA. GENERAL ELECTION, 1936 


> Nominations, July 17, 1936; 


‘voting July 27 1936, 


Deterred) The Pas and Rupert’s Land. Romicntions 
Spey: . 1936; voting August 21, 1996.° 


ARTHUR 


4a: R. “Pitt, LP ans 5 
Ae. BOBS, (OF oe asene 
First Count— 

Jes. Afkens, I.L.P. 
H. P. McPhail, O. 
é. L. Morton, LP. ——. 
Wni. Sanders, 8.C. -.. 
Final Court— 

Jas Aiken Cle eaeeeae tee 
BVP McPhail ©: sooeeecs, 
Po. da MOKEONG LPs is esences! 


" *°, BEAUTIFUL PLANS 


First Count— 

JS.) P00!0, Cz eco sw sees 
Aod: Mia rooler ise <2 
owl. Duty, 3:03 2s 
.' Final Count— a SEE 
&. (BF Pools, KO) ae 
4. J. M. Pook, L. P. —... 
i ie ae BIRTLE 


First Connt— 
FO. Beye 2.) ee 
W..C.. Wroth, ©.. <sc2s...<< 
W. Cameron, 8.0. =... 
Fina! Count—.. 
F. O. Bel, LP. 
W.-C, Broth, Ol s 


’ BRANDON CITY 


First Count— 


Geo. Dinsdale, GC. .— 
B. O. McDiarmid, L.P. — 
H. Spstford, I1.L.P. -— 


: ae 


1,002 


J. A. Munn, LP, 


Fins! Covnt— 
Geo. Dinsdale, O. . 


H. O MeDiarmid, $L-P. 
E. Prefontaine, LP. —. 


©. H. MeBurney, O. -——. 
1 CYPRESS =<. 
J. L. Christie, LP. | : 


B. G. Hurton, 0, -—-——- 
DAUPHIN 
First Count— 


Robt. Hawkins, L.P. -—. 

E. No MecGirr, C. 

R. Moore, I.L.P. -————.- 
Final Count— 

Robt. Hawkins, LP. -——. 


BE. NO McGirrO. “See 


_’ DELOBAINE 


OF) Willis) O.2o esa 
BR. Borrett, UP. ee 


-~ DUFFERIN © 


J. H. Lytle, © 
EMERSON 


First Count— 3 
H. H. Wright, Ind. 
H. 2, Corran, .L-P. - 
W. W. Wachna, 8.0. -.. 
H. M. Podolsky, Ind. ———- 


Final Count— : 
BH. H. Wright, Ind. 
RF: Ourran, 1.Po Se 
H. M. Podolsky, Ind... 
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2.5, McDiarmid, Sie Beas 

Hon. W. J. Major, L.P. -.., 

H.-D. B. Ketchen, GO. 

oe, &. BSITY, Cs anon eset: 

8. J. Farmer, Lab. -.._. 
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7,771 
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7,24 
7,214 
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. PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE 


R. H. Wedd, €- 2:2 Tene 


‘Seventeen counts were 


_#. Hyman, Lab. .—--—- 6,127 


Ddefore the final resuit in Winol- 
peg was corpletcly known, bat 
~ members were declared elected as 
the count proceeded and the 
quota in each case was attained. 


2 PREVIOUS GENERAL ‘ELECTIONS | 


pe Erie A uy 
Dt Cf pa Pim eg ee 
503) (5 Re a pe ee N05 2) 
aE ee Nhs 
19155-5230 Sept 
S20. eee ene ewan eawese LO 

ag a ee EY 
CA pp ee et 2S Be pot) 
1932_. acecnensenencs tli’ 


1936 ree we UY, 


- STANDING OF PARTIES 


3 

7 
u 
16 
16 
2 
13 
23 
18 
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othe. eg standing at dissolution of the 19th ieee 
lature in 1925, was as follows:—~— 


Governments oss ee ene eee 38 
oOonserestives (sc... erate ae ten eee pa = ee 2 
Co-operative Commonwealth Federation ose 5 
Independents Pas ee ee eS 8 mes, 3 
Vacancies ©... Bas eg as pew ners nea as mane 3 

TotsL. SOR. a Sia ae Rean ty SE 1.) 


The standing of parties, Jan. 2, 1941, was as follows: 


Government iCLiberal- Progressive) | cos.< <- wo no nocas ae waoens 2B 
Conservatives -W-.. eke Bs i el a ere Scecewtnae sels 
Independent Labour (C.C.F.) eee se ae nee ae ereem 6 
BocialOredtti ps SRS ad esos coat ae oe ee eneee § 
Tnde pen dente” 2a ot Ss wre ce een eed mm heweeseeness ae | 
SCOURING Cylons ee pe wa ae eres peemeuaneranaes 2 
AVC AD CY sae ant rect ene area ae cewenasesscasumnseneueae 1 
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MARCH 12 TO APRIL 22, 1941 


ART Y by BAD BeR:} CANDIDATES 
Coalition, 

Liberal-Progressive John Bracken ute) 
Conservative Errick Willis 18 
CCF-ILP S. J. Farmer 15 
Social Credit Sidney =, Rogers 3 
Independents " we ee ee 14 


Anti-Coalition. 


eee credit ls RR ee OW ee ee ere 


9 
Conservative H. G. B. Ketchen 4 
Liberal-Progressive (Le A. Regnier) 4 
Workers (Communist) William A. Kardash 1 
Independents (including 3 # ----- 5 


Sound Money Economics) 


45 single member districts revert back to simple plurality 
system, 10 Winnipeg seats continue with Hare P. R. 
Total: 55. 


Major Issues: (1) The Coalition Cluster. 


The only thing we know about Winnipegger Henry Wilson, is that 
Some time on March 20, 1941, he wrote a letter to the editor of the 
‘Winnipeg Free Press to ask rhetorically "how can anyone vote when there 
‘48 no issue to vote on." Between the years 1936 and 19 a complete 


409 


ea 


Dp ae 
re Valet i an 
‘ ty oe ‘; y ah 4" ue 
4.0) A i ee 
Oia Br & , i 
Set Lee WL ran 4 
i en ae 
ha Ab) i reid | 
J pice! i } f 
sia aed ) be 
ae MA " 
ve iy Ta K “1h 
eo Reed NR BO 
; » ~ 


7 ‘ \ vs os 
Beer eS) gr Ons ER 
} r | : 7 
eat 
! 
eT at ae & 
hs eh 
; 
eect, sacle a Ra 
ELLY ph ethene Fee 
seni mie i i, ~ {i 
r sore lh Wes Hel si core 
me the oe A te ik F 
A Pe Pil cael i ; 
Q Lal ye i | 
} Mal " wy n 
neq 1 W eek at t 
uh wah 
a uy i ni 
i rt 1 
pine et iy SHEA art 
"4 4 { ate 
7 ac al rl a). ’ a 


Pd 


eas ah 


‘ 


x 


ae cba De arta nyo 8 


' r 
Py WY ‘il as 


| ha br ny 2 un aon 


cf. ‘ nl i “iin UY re 
ve hare + t , SLIT an ae Hin Nay He j (a0 6 " 


if nystbe ons | 
ee 


yf 6On yen tant 


coalition of all major political parties had taken place ostensibly to 
bring about a united effort as regards the Second World War, to con- 
front the distressed agricultural conditions in the province, and to 
push for implementation of the Rowell-Sirois report on Dominion-provin- 
cial relations with some kind of inter-party unity. Only three MLAs 
had refused to enter coalition: L. St. George Stubbs, Miss Salome 
Halldorson, Social Credit member for St. George, and Major-General 

H. G. B. Ketchen, Winnipeg Conservative. To citizen Henry Wilson, and 
many others like him, this election was a "waste of money," for, as he 
argued, where “there are no issues...the public will vote with no idea 
of what they are voting about.” : 


The election of March-April 1941 is unprecedented not only in 
Manitoban history but perhaps in all Canadian provincial histories. The 
goal of the UFM and Premier Bracken for a non-partisan administration 


had seemingly been reached in the dying months of 1940 as representatives 


of all four parties formed the new provincial cabinet, 


Support for the "coalition" was widespread and both major Winni- 
peg dailies, the Tribune and Free Press defended the move, The Free 
_ Press, for example, applauded the wisdom of both the Manitoba electorate 
and of Mr. Bracken, and in glowing terms. 


This election campaign which is without parallel in the history of 
Manitoba, reflects the good sense and the political maturity of the 
people of the province. When there is a real issue in provincial 
affairs, the electors know how to fight it out and settle it deci- 
sively as has been shown on diverse occasions; but where the public 
interest calls for co-operation-in the pursuit of common interests ° 
as is the case in the present instance, the electors are demon- 
strating that they do not propose to be divided by artificial 
shibboleths, 


It certainly speaks for our Premier that after nearly 19 years of 
office his leadership, in a time of stress and strain, was accepted 
without question by the great majority of the people as desirable 
and essential, having regard to the problems to be met and the 
difficulties to be overcome. It was a recognition that in public 
life, as in business, experience, knowledge and proved capacity are 
valued assets in the days of trial. This public attitude towards 
Mr. Bracken has been in evidence ever since the outbreak of the 
war; and it was not out of place that, recognizing this good 


1 WFP, March 22, 1941, p. 20. 
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feeling, he should have reciprocated by so reconstructing his 

government as to give representation to all the political groups 

in the province, The determining factor throughout has been to get 

together for the time being on the things that unite and post- 

pone the consideration of matters which, when they ee to be dealt 

with, there will be division, 2 

But the Henry Wilsons of the province disagreed and so the 

coalition question was the dominant issue which dwarfed all others, in 
this peculiar campaign. Throughout the entire province with its fifty- 
five constituencies there were not more than eighteen candidates who 
yan as anti-coalitionists. Eight of this number ran in the ten-member 
Winnipeg district. As to party affiliation, nine of the eighteen were 
Social Crediters, four were Conservative, two were Winnipeg Liberals 
and three independent. On April 14 when all nominations were complete 
Messrs. Bracken and Willis plus fourteen more of their supporters had 
been elected by acclamation and when the results were tabulated it was 
discovered that a mere 49.9 per cent of the population had even both- 
ered to vote; this in a province which had never had less than a two- 
thirds turn-out in any previous election. 3 


Numbers aside, the criticisms of coalition government were as 
vocal as defenses of the move. The issue had many nuances, Hach party 
felt constrained to defend its participation and each party had its 
critics of its particular involvement. 


The "real" reasons for Premier Bracken's restructuring of his 
government were the subject of nation-wide speculation, and conclusions 
Were varied. Saturday Night's editor-in-chief, 3, K. Sandwell, after 
an extended visit to watch the campaign declared that he could find 
"nobody in Manitoba who professed to have any inside knowledge” as to 
what motivated Mr. Bracken. Mr. Sandwell speculated that Premier Bracken 
had his eye on a post-war position of Canadian leadership, and that the 
direction of western political energies to achieve some healthy “satis- 
faction and rehabilitation" from Ottawa might well be worth a "temporary 
Suspension of the democratic machinery of Manitoba for a few wartime 
eC 
| 2 WFP, Rise 12a 1 Ot a ot) 


3 Sources: G (1944) and H, Scarrow, Canada Votes: A Handbook 
of Federal and rovineent Election Data (New oe The Hauser -Press, 


1962), pp. 214-217; and WFP, April 14, rae Duce 
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years." : 


The Winnipeg Free Press dismissed as “unjustified” all allega- 
tions that coalition was the result of “consideration of political 
safety.” The newspaper noted that Premier Bracken had never once in 
four years been challenged by the combined opposition groups in the 
legislature, even though they did possess a majority of seats. The news- 
paper claimed that Mr. Bracken could easily have won an election at any 
time since the commencement of the war. Given such considerations “it 
must therefore be agreed...that Mr. Bracken extended his invitation to 
the other groups in good faith and in what he regarded as the public 
interest..." The Free Press concluded that the invitation must also 
have been “accepted in the same spirit," ) 


Whatever reasons Premier Bracken had for inviting coalition 
those who joined it did not do so without criticism, and in March and 
April of 1941 the anti-coalitionists criticized the move and its moti- 
vations as well as warned of its consequences. Perhaps the argument 
‘Which stole the spotlight more than any other was that between Conserva- 
tive leader Errick Willis, who had taken his party into coalition, and 
Major-General Ketchen who remained a Conservative anti-coalitionist. At 
his nomination meeting H. G. B. Ketchen described the coalition as a 
"tightly closed corporation" which, he believed, would deprive Manitoba 
voters of their right to select amongst alternative parties. He repre- 
sented as "an insult to the loyal people of Manitoba" the use of the war 
88 an excuse for coalition. Major-General Ketchen's most heated words 
were directed against his party leader who, Mr. Ketchen argued, was the 
first to agree to coalition. Describing him as a deserter, H. %. 3. 
Ketchen claimed Zrrick Willis had completely handed over the Conservative 
Party and its organization for the price of three cabinet positions. 
In Major-General Ketchen's view Premier Bracken had agreed to coalition 
Simply in order to remain in office indefinitely, and Mr, Willis had 
Played into the Premier's hands. 


4 8B. K. Sandwell, "What Coalition Means in Manitoba," Saturday 
‘Night, April 26, 1941, p. 17. 


5 WFP, March 13, 1941, p. 13. 
6 Tbid., March 26, 1941, p. 8. 
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Harrison Dysart, a second anti-coalition Conservative, chosen as 
a candidate along with Mr. Ketchen at Winnipeg"s Marlborough Hotel, 
eriticized Errick Willis for failing to call a party convention at the 
time of coalition. Mr. Dysart claimed Mr. Willis failed to do so be- 
cause he knew the party would never have agreed, “If it was necessary 
for Willis to sell out to Bracken why is it not necessary for Col. Drew 
(Ontario Conservative leader) {sic} to sell out to Mr. Hepburn"?, Mr. 
Dysart asked his audience, ",..are we the only ones to be condemned to 


7. 


a totalitarian form of government"? 


Errick Willis replied to Major-General Ketchen's charges that he 
had "deserted" the Conservative Party. He named date and places of 
meetings where H., G. B. Ketchen had given his consent to join coalition 
along with the rest of the party members, implying that it was only 
after Mr. Ketchen failed to get a cabinet post that he backed out. To 
Mr, Dysart's charges, Mr. Willis replied that he had received unanimous 
letters of acceptance from all Conservative MLA's and that surveys had 
shown provincial support paralleled the federal party's position in favor 
of a union government. At this time, he recalled, the CCF and Social 
Credit parties had already joined, "It is said that we sold out. If we 
wanted to sell out 1936 was the time because then we were offered four 
seats in the cabinet and I was offered the position of Premier for two 


8 
years," Mr. Willis said of an earlier Bracken initiative. 


H. G. B. Ketchen, in turn, replied to Mr. Willis by reading from 
& notebook which indicated he had been consistently opposed to coalition 
but because "the rural members" were in favor and constituted a majority 
he agreed to say no more. Having later discovered that his supporters 
were equally opposed he wrote Errick Willis again. “I now leave it to 


the people of Manitoba to judge who the deserter is,” he concluded. ? 


For men like Mr. Ketchen the weaknesses of coalition government 


were legion. Mr. Ketchen argued over Winnipeg's CJRC (radio addresses 


7 WFP, March 26, 1941, p. 8. 
8 Ibid, 
9 Ibid., March 28, 1941, p. 9. 
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having overtaken public meetings as a means of campaigning) that the 
coalition offered security, by means of money and the certainty of vic- 
tory to candidates. He quoted a government spokesman as having said 
that what he liked about coalition was that "it provided elected members 


a long continuance of their seats in the legislature." ay 


In a large advertisement in the Free Press, Mr. Ketchen's per- 
spective on the history of .coalition in the province attempted to show 
that it had always been a device to retain power by Premier Bracken, 


It is now clear that coalition was not brought about to aid our war 
effort, nor to implement the Sirois Report, but solely to maintain 
the Bracken Government in power, Mr, Bracken nibbled at coalition 
four times. In 1922, lacking a majority, he absorbed Talbot and 
Prefontaine; in 1932 he absorbed the Liberal party; in 1936, he 
absorbed the Social Credit Party; and in 1940, knowing he could 

not command a majority in the pending election, he absorbed all 
parties except myself (General Ketchen) [sic] who held out against 
coercion, as did also Mr, Stubbs and Miss Halldorsen, 


He then warned of his second major concern with regard to 
coalition government: that it would lead to one-party government and 
totalitarianism. 

All coalition candidates are pledged to support the Government. 

If you elect only coalitionists, then, Manitoba will furnish the 
spectacle of being the only Province in the Empire with a one-party 
government, Germany, Italy and Russia furnish horrible examples of 
one-party governments, God forbid that we follow their example! 
Rather let us adhere to the 1,000 years old British system of two- 
party Democratic Government,.... 

General Ketchen also argued that strong oppositions ensured 
strong governments citing the coming to power of Lloyd George, Winston 
Churchill, and Jan Smuts in South Africa, as examples of the importance 
of a "fearless opposition.” "Manitoba surely needs an opposition,” the 


advertisement repeated. "By electing me and my running mate, Harrison 


Dysart, you will have at least two members to watch the 53 coalitionists, 


10 WFP, April 9, 1941, p. 11. The contention may well have been 


true, T, Peterson notes that there was no contested election for Mr. 


Willis in seventeen years and a similar number for future Premier D, L. 
Campbell, Coalition minister William Morton was acclaimed without opposi- 
tion for twenty-two years in Gladstone constituency. Peterson, “Ethnic 
and Class Politics," p. 96. 
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Errick Willis, in reaction to criticisms like the above, des- 
cribed “the functions of any provincial government" as being "largely 
administrative." He believed that "the principles which divided poli- 
tical parties in the federal field did not apply to the same degree in 
provincial politics.” He explained the place of opposition in a 
coalition situation by commenting: “Opposition in the legislature by 
one party has been replaced by critical co-operation by all parties," ve 


The CCF~ILP was in a particularly vulnerable position as it 
explained its place in the coalition, Here was 4 party of principle 
seemingly forgetting such principles for its own party interests, or so 
charzed at least one anti-Coalition Conservative. = L. St. G Stubbs 
said the CCF move had been controlled by a compact and selfish political 
clique, and that the decision should have been referred to the labor 
movement for approval. : In defence, party spokesmen gave as reasons 
for joining coalition: the emergency situation of war, the agricultural 
crisis, implementation of the "Sirois Report" (especially labor policies), 
and a concern for post-war production, Seemingly, the only way to get 
the social and labor reforms that the party wanted was to support adoption 
of the Sirois report and that was the chief reason for joining the 
Coalition 4n the mind of leader S. J. Farmer now Minister of Labor in the 
new cabinet. 15 Members of the CCF-ILP preferred to speak of "non-parti- 
San government” rather than “coalition,"™ since the party still sat as a 
group with identifiable party principles, it was argued. For Mr. Farmer 
it was an experiment which permitted round-table conference rather than 
"acrimonious debate," and at its Winnipeg nominating convention for 
Messrs, Farmer, Queen, Ivens, Aldermen M. A. Gray and James Simpkin, and 
@ Newcomer to Manitoba politics--Stanley Knowles--the party issued the 
following explanation of coalition: 


11 WFP, April 19, 1941, v. 5. 

12 WFP, April 3, 1941, p. 12. 

13 Reeve D, A. Best of Assiniboia. WFP, March 22, 1941, p. 21. 
14 WEP, April 18, 1941, p. 17. : 

iS) Ibid., March 26, 1941, p. 22. 
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It might be called a non-partisan government, or better still, a 
co-operative government, since it is one in which all parties co- 
operate for certain, well-defined, specific objectives, while 
retaining their identity and their freedom to promote their own 
policies. 


In a statement issued to the press following the decision of the 
(1940) {sic} convention we said the CCF will, without prejudice 
to the new set-up continue its work of organization and education, 
in the firm belief that its program will ultimately be accepted 
by the people as the surest way to their own emancipation. That 
statement still stands. We shall work loyally with the other 
groups for the purpose for which we joined them, We shall work 
just as loyally for the principles and programme of the CCF, 16 


Even CCF national leader M, J. Coldwell who opposed coalition in 
Ottawa defended it in Manitoba and told provincial electors that 
Premier Bracken and the coalition had been successful in bringing prairie 


concerns to Ottawa. 17 


The provincial Liberal association had offered itssupport “to 
any candidate who was one hundred per cent behind the war effort, be- 
lieved in democratic institutions, and was of Liberal antecedents.” If 
a candidate could fulfill such conditions his stand on coalition would 
not matter. 18 If the policy was operative it encouraged only two anti- 
coalitionists of Liberal-Progressive vintage in the entire province. One 
such outspoken Liberal-Progressive was Louis A. Regnier, who, in refer- 
ence to the March 26, 1940 election of Prime-Minister Mackenzie King's 
Liberal government, called it a vote against national government, and 
for a Liberal to support coalition provincially was hypocritical. 

"There are three or four such governments in Murope today giving 
us a pain in the neck,” he told the Winnipeg nominating convention. We 
A pro-coalitionist Liberal at the same convention, Paul Bardal, noted 


16 WFP, March 15, 1941, p. 3. If one sympathetic commentator 
of the time is correct the CCF-ILP failed conpletely in its endeavour to 
educate the electorate, particularly as to the reasons for CCF involve- 
ment in coalition, and that this lack of education and organization was 
Chiefly responsible for the poor CCF showing in 1941. See Alistair 
Stewart, “The Manitoba Election,” Canadian Forum, June, 1941, pp. 71-73. 


17 WFP, April 18, 1941, p. 5. 
1B, ipid,, March 13, 1941, p. 5. 
19 Ibid., March 27, 1944, p. 22. 
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that Winnipeg had long suffered by the partisanship of the provincial 
house. 


Another issue arising from the establishment of a coalition 
government was the degree of control by members of a local ‘constituency 
in selecting a candidate. In Winnipeg it appeared that both Conserva- 
tive and Liberal-Progressive parties were very open to nominations pro 
er con coalition, although it may have been that Winnipeg was the one 
area in which a large measure of anti-coalition feeling was everywhere 
present. In Brandon there was considerable discussion and dissension 
| between Conservative and Liberal-Progressive parties over the candidacy 
of Conservative MLA George Dinsdale, The Liberals called Mr. Dinsdale 
a “self-appointed candidate” who had not received endorsation from 
local party executives and who refused to withdraw so that an inter- 
party convention could select a candidate agreeable to all. 20 The 
gentleman's agreement was that each constituency could nominate who- 
ever they wished without interference from any party's headquarters, 

It was also understood that any MLA supporting coalition would not be 
opposed by a candidate of another party, vut this practice was observed, 
generally speaking, only when it was politically advantageous to do so. 
In the case of George Dinsdale it is difficult to piece together the 
entire story. Certainly Liberals seemed anxious to run Dr. H. 0. 
McDiarmid again, and in the end they did. Mr. Dinsdale refused to with- 
draw calling the whole business “unBritish." 2 


B. K. Sandwell reporting in Saturday Night claimed that the re- 
nominations by respective party headquarters of all sitting members who 
Wished to run again was carried on "without reference to the desires of 
the local constituency." He notes that such a practice did not go down 
at all with the electorate, as evidenced by the number of candidates 
nominated to oppose them even though equally supportive of coalition. 
"Frequently," such opponents belonged “to the same political party as 
the sitting member,” Sandwell claimed, a 


0 ee 
20 WFP, March 28, 1941, p. 6. 
Wine abid., April 1, 1941, p. 7. 
22 Sandwell, "What Coalition Means in Manitoba,” p. 17. 
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Alistair Stewart denied the accuracy of Sandwell's claim, which, 
if true, would likely have made the lack of constituency control over 
nominations show up even more clearly as a major province-wide issue. 
Stewart described the agreement and practice amongst the various party 
headquarters as follows: 


A gentleman's agreement was reached between the parties to the 
effect that the respective party headquarters would not interfere 
in any way with constituency autonomy. If resident and dissident 
party members in a constituency wished to nominate some new 
candidate or objected to coalition, then they had the right to go 
ahead and do what they wanted. Quite a number seized the oppor- 
tunity, some with the connivance of party headquarters, thus 
demonstrating that such an agreement is one no gentleman would 
sign. 23 


Stewart's analysis is likely closer to the truth since it ex- 
plains the more isolated local concern with this issue in places like 
Brandon. A careful examination of candidates also shows that while 
there were many instances of party rivalry between opposing coalition 
candidates, (fifteen contests outside of Winnipeg) there is not a single 
instance of opposition to a sitting member by a member of his ow party, 


thus totally refuting Sandwell's claim that this "frequently" took sare aa 


It would appear, therefore, that this particular issue--constitu- 
ency versus party headquarters control of candidate selection--was an 
integral part of a cluster of coalition issues, but was confined to 
relatively infrequent localities. 


But there were even deeper issues involved in this cluster of 
Coalition questions. Premier Bracken, in.a radio address called for an 
election free of "bickering." In his mind the war effort, the agricul- 
ture problem and the problem of federal-provincial adjustments took 
precedence over other issues, and even the latter two should not be 
pressed to the point of damaging the war effort. He defended the intent 
to defuse issues by observing that all points of view of the public were 
already represented in the cabinet. He spoke of the electoral law 


23 Stewart, "The Manitoba dlection," p. 72. 


24 Based on candidate lists in WFP, April 14, 1941, es 3. and 
CPG (1944), pp. 444-46, 
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“demanding” an election as if it were with great reluctance : 
the contest had to be called. He explained his position as follows: 


In the existing circumstances the government has sought to avoid 

unnecessary dissension. In preparing for the coming election we 

have taken every precaution to avoid useless controversy, We have 

determined to introduce no issues of a contentious character into 

our discussions. 

The above statement may help us to understand why there may have 

been infrequent cases of local competition between coalition candidates 
if such an attitude prevailed in any way. But Premier Bracken's attitude 


also presented the climate for additional concerns, 


Mr. Bracken's statements were added to by candidates like Winnipeg 
Liberal-Progressive Mrs. Harriet Dick, who was officially neutral on 
coalition at her nomination, but who later said: 

I believe coalition is a fine patriotic gesture, when soldiers 
join the army they don't lose their identity, they pust march 
shoulder to shoulder, The same is true of coalition.~ 

Anti-coalitionist L. St. George Stubbs condemned as “base” 
statements like that cited above, Such argument, he said at his nomination, 
"“savors of political blackmail. It imputes dishonesty to all who oppose 
coalition, "~" Such “patriotic' dust to blind the poeple” was one line of 
defense of a coalition which temporarily made a change of government 
impossible. And Mr. Stubbs wanted not only a change of government but 
"a change of the system under which we live,” Coalition, L. St. G. Stubbs 
argued, had “stereotyped the political status quo--to the extent at least 
of ensuring the continuation in office of the present government," Such 
a situation of course made the creation of "a strong opposition all the 
hore imperative. — 


The larger controversies, even if confined to the more latent type 
Of issue or speculative candidate, or writer, had to do with the threat 


25 WFP, March 29, 1941, p. 21. 
26. abid., April 8, 1941, -p.).4, 
27 Ibid., March 28, 1941, p. 24. 
28 Ibid., April 4, 1941, p. 23. 
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to democratic government. As one very perceptive writer "F,B.W." put 

it in the Free Press: 
The point is not that we should have less politics, but better 
politics. The present election in Manitoba in its very emphasis 
on non-partisanship, shows something wrong in the body politic of the 
province, There should be no stigma in partisanship, for any opinion 
worthy of the word should be sorth defending and propagating. 

The article continued by describing as bad and dangerous that 
partisanship which favored personal interest at the expense of the common 
good, The discussion ended with a comment on the centrality of voting 
for the most worthy candidate, even in the wartime climate, and warned, 
prophetically in retrospect; 

All present indications point to a record low vote in the province 
this election. Perhaps there is an excuse for this at the moment, 
There are greater things at stake, but the greatest of them all is 
democracy, and it will not be any stronger for stay ine at home at the 
very time when it can be exercised in its fullness, 

This issue of the defense of democracy and, relatedly, civil 
rights, was receiving public attention across Canada as the RCMP 
investigated and arrested private citizens and several newspaper editors 
for alleged Communist subversive activity, under the Defence of Canada Act. 
In Manitoba, while the campaign was in progress, James Litterick, who 
had been expelled from the legislature in 1940 because of his association 
with the Communist Party of Canada, was the “object of a widespread Mounted 
30 Willian Kardash, 
following in Litterick's footsteps as the only Progressive Labour or 
Workers' Party candidate in 1941, called coalition so undemocratic that a 
radio speech he had prepared which was critical of it had been cancelled, + 
Kardash was defended by those who opposed his coming under attack by the 

z 
un-Canadian activities branch of a local Canadian Legion. > 


Police search as a member of an illegal organization. 


29 "Coalesced Election," WFP, April 19, 1941, p. 21. 
30 WFP, April 14, 1941, p. 3. 

BY Tbid., April 10, 19, p. 4. 

32 Ibid., April 12, 1941, p. 24. 
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The spring of 1941 was that interegnum following the Hitler- 
Stalin anti-aggression pact just prior to the Nazi attack on the Soviet 
Union. Hence, anti-communist feeling was at fever pitch, The city of 
Winnipeg had the largest Ukrainian population in Canada, Since the 
Ukrainians had, over the years, "formed the largest wing of the Communist 
party," the suppression of the Communist Party, various Communist and/or 
Ukrainian newspapers, including some from Winnipeg, and the closing of 108 
halls of the Ukrainian Labour-Farmer Temple Association, including the 
largest temple in Winnipes, created a climate of suspicion and fear in 
this election. Following the June, 1941 Nazi aggression on the Soviet 
Union any remaining arguments in defence of Hitler or fascism took a sudden 
' turn and the re-opening of the "temples" under a new nomenclature and 
organization lessened any anti-‘krainian and anti-comnunist purge. But 
during the period of this campaizn, in March and April 1941, minorities 
like the Ukrainians were in the difficult dilemma of seeing their new 
homeland indirectly at war with their old honeland, T, Peterson observes 
that "few non-British voters could afford to share" the more strident 
views of the suppressed Comnunists. "More representative of their attitude," 
Peterson writes, “was the advice given by Wasyl Swystun to a Ukrainian 
convention in Winnipeg in 1941, telling them to vote for the Liberal Party 


in office because "we must all be sood joiner ce 


We introduced this lengthy discussion of the cluster of election 
issues around the question of coalition and the climate of war encircling 
it by citing citizen Henry Wilson's letter to the Free Press. Perhaps 
another letter writer offers a fit conclusion as he describes coalition as 

-& “benevolent dictatorshiv," portrays the campaign as a “mock election," 
points to the next issues we must examine, and reiterates the serious 
Nature of various aspects of the issue just examined: 

The adoption of the report [Rowell-Sirois] is not a real issue in 


Manitoba, no considerable body of thought in this province would 
think of doing other than pressing for its adoption in whole or part. 


ee 
3 33 Paul Yuzyk, The Ukrainians in Manitoba: A Social History . 
_ (Toronto: Yniversity of Toronto Press, 1953), Dy eLOL, 


34 Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics," p. 95, from a local 
_ hewspaper report of March 31, 1941, 
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The record of the administration cannot be intelligently dealt 
with because we are only allowed to hear the generous praises of 
itself by the entire membership of the legislature, with one or 
two notable exceptions. 


I suggest to Mr. Bracken, that if his administration is-returned, 
it is not necessarily because he has the whole-hearted support of 
the people of Manitoba but because we have no possible alternatjve, 


in which Spahr hon his actions, intentionally or otherwise, has 
handed us, 


Major Issues: (2) Rowell-Sirois and Social Credit, 


The implementation of the Rowell-Sirois report on Dominion-Provincial 
Relations, which Manitoba had so painstakingly contributed to and supported, 
had received a rude rebuff from Ontario's Premier Hepburn and notable in- 
difference or reservations from British Columbia, Alberta and Quebec, In 
this particular campaign it was the presence of anti-coalitionist Social 
Crediters who opposed the “Sirois Report" and who really raised the matter 
as a major question of contention. As in 1936 the Social Credit Party 
‘made extensive use of Alberta MLAS, party organizers and federal MPs. 

They attacked the report because in their view it avoided a fundamental 
coming to grips with monetary reform, Alberta campaigners described it 
asa "waste of $500,000." and a "pile of nonsense," warning that its 


6 
centralization features would give greater power to big financiers. ° 


But for John Bracken and his many coalition supporters the “Sirois 
Report" was a means to Manitoba's salvation, The advantages included the 
assumption by the Dominion of the cost of relief, the taking over by 
Ottawa of provincial debt, and higher prices for wheat. A reduction of. 
Manitoba taxes to the Canadian average and including a repeal of the wage 
tax was a further advantage, Premier Bracken eatune 


CCF~ILP candidates like William Ivens were also quick to defend 


35 Letter of Alex H. Parkes, Cartwright, Man., WFP, April 19, 
1941, me) 32. 


36 WFP, March 6, 1941, p. 2, and April 17, 1941, p. 15. 
37 Ibid., March 12, p. 11, March 29, >. 21, and April 15, 1941, p. 5. 
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the importance of the report. But Ivens tended to stress its labor 
proposals which included a stipulation that the provinces could improve 
standards in such matters as minimun wage laws, hours of labor, ninimun 
employment age, employment service offices, unemployment insurance and 
relief, and enactnent into law of the International Labour Conventions, 
Furthermore, the provinces would be prevented from lowering standards 
below federal levels in regard to any of these fet ier 


In a major radio address Premier Bracken decried the fact that 
failure to implement the “Sirois Report" put the whole burden of costs 
and taxes back on the provinces and municipalities. The link between 
coalition and support for the report was articulated as he complained of 
the performance of other provinces, 

It is the price we have to pay as a result of the refusal of certain 
men from other provinces to sit in on a discussion of the Sirois 
report. Fortunately for us in Manitoba all political parties, 

except the official Social Credit Party, are united in all...of these 
matters, It remains for us to present an aggressive and united front 
until these problems shall have been solved to the satisfaction of 
reasonable people, 

Anti-coalition Liberal Louis Regnier blamed the Bracken Government 
for having constructed “iniquitous trade barriers" which were responsible 
for the “ill-will” between Ontario and Manitoba. "If the report is ever 
to be adopted," he explained, "harmonious understanding between the 
provinces must be established prior to the holding of the next eonterencasit’ 


Certainly the eye of the storm over the "Sirois Report” matters 
Was the opposition to it by the Social Credit Party in Manitoba and its 
Visiting Alberta counterparts. Health Minister McLenaghen said with 
annoyance that the real opponents in the campaign were not from within the 
province but were from outside--the Alberta Social Crediters opposed to 
th # 
© report, 


Throughout the campaign Premier Bya&cken became increasingly em- 


38 Letter from Ivens to sditor, WFP, March 15, 1941, p. 22. 
39 WFP, March 29, 1941, p. 21. 
4 TIbid., April 17, 1941, p. 12. 
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bittered and while he had attacked the Social Credit Party vigorously 
all throughout the campaign his final radio address was a blistering 

attack touching on all sides of the issue of the "brazen interference 
of Alberta." 


The Alberta government...has projected itself indirectly if not 
directly onto the domestic affairs of this province. It has seen 
fit not only to refuse to sit with us and other provinces in the 
consideration of reforms aimed to improve conditions in Manitoba and 
to strengthen the Canadian nation in its war effort, but that 
government has now seen fit to permit one of its employees to come 
here as Social Credit organizer for the province of Manitoba and to 
furnish that employee with the literature of its propaganda mill. 


The brazen action of one province interfering in the affairs of 

. another, the brazenness of permitting Alberta civil servants and 

, encouraging members of the legislature and even federal members to 

. project themselves into the domestic affairs of another province 
is wholly unwarranted, and with some minor exceptions, wholly 
unprecedented in Canada. 


“,..these uninvited guests fron Alberta" were seeking to justify the 
Alberta governnent's part in wrecking the Ottawa conference by mis- 
leading propaganda, repetition of half-truths and appeals to pre- 
judice, 


They are doing it as well by promises of the millenium. They are 
causing distrust where we have sought to bring about unity and co- 
operation, They are raising false hopes on the part of the innocent 
and well-meaning people, Thev are doing it the same way they misled 
their own people six years azo. 44 


Major Issues: (3) Rowell-Sirois and Agriculture. 


Another side of the report which received special attention was 
the plight of western agriculture. "The immediate agriculture problem," 
Premier Bracken explained, was "for the Dominion to maintain the industry 
at a reasonable standard of efficiency until the war is over. The prob- 
lem then will be one of markets. In the meantime, one-third of Canada's 
Population is getting a nuch lesser proportion than that of the national 
income," 45 The many hopes for post-war improvements in agriculture were 
a commonly expressed concern, Premier 3racken recommended the attendance 


Of Canadian agriculturalists at the peace conference following the war to 
44 WFP, April 21, 1941, p. 9. 
45 Ibid., March 29, 1941, p. 21. 
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help in a wise disposition of excess Canadian grain. He advocated that 
western democracies should rationalize their econonies and so lessen 
their vulnerabilities after the war, HO 30th brrick Willis and John 
Bracken described the high hopes they had held for higher wheat prices 


under terms described in the Rowell-Sirois report. 


Louis Regnier, as we have seen, believed that government con- 
cerns for Manitoba agriculture were entirely misplaced, For Mr. Regnier 
it was the relations between provinces as such, and not the coalition 
which would help the agricultural economy. He returned to his argument 
for free trade; 

Western economy can only be revitalized and stabilized when free 
trade is prevalent throughout the world. This can only be accom- 
plished by the winning of the war. Coalition has not and will not 
give the western farmer a higher price for his wheat. It only 


offers him the promise of a higher price, Have we not had enough 
empty promises from our leader in the past? 48 


Major Issues: (4) The War and Consequent Issues. 


Discussions of the post-war economy were frequent and often 
moved much beyond prairie agricultural problems, iach partv stressed 
its own predominant concerns. Social Credit’s Dr. S. W. Fox in Gilbert 
Plains spoke of post-war management of Manitoba's economic resources to 

assure food, clothing and shelter for all. Dr. Fox insisted that the 
control of currency and credit would aid the war effort. ” CCF-ILP 
Candidate Stanley Knowles described the problems created by the war and 
the necessity of laying plans for the post-war period, as the most im- 
portant issues facing the next provincial legislature. Coalition, in 
his mind, was a minor issue which all fifteen CCF-ILP candidates sup- 
ported. His major concern regarding the war effort centered on the 
fact that those least able to help were often the most willing, and that 
such people should be protected for their own sake and for the sake of 


46 WFP, April 1, 1941, pb. 7. 

47. Thid., March 12, 1944, p. 11 and April 14, 1941, p. 5. 
Pe ibide, “ADril 17,0) 941, 2. 12. 

49 Tbid., March 28, 1941, p. 7. 
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maximum and efficient production. He outlined the need following the 
war for large enterprises for employment, protection against crop 
failures and loss of markets, adequate social services, free, education 
for all, hospitalization, and protection for worker organization and 
collective bargaining. 50 


Many politicians questioned the war effort and Manitoba's 
seeming inability to obtain its share of war contracts. James Cowan, a 
Winnipeg Conservative, was particularly outspoken on this matter as he 
described Winnipeg steel plants working at only twenty-five per cent 
Capacity and railroad shops that could be used as they were in the First 
World War. at William Ivens condemned Canadian manufacturers who were 
_balking at the controlled five per cent profit limit on war contracts.~ 
Others attempted to "keep the peace" on all such questions. C. Rhodes 
Smith, a Winnipeg Liberal-Progressive, claimed the war effort depended 
on an “avoidance of trouble" over all war contracts and labor questions.” 
The Free Press, taking the same line, claimed editorially that no grie- 
_ vance existed on provincial variations in war contracts since, for the 
_ Free Press at least, the larger consideration had to be the forwarding 
of the war effort. pe 


Major Issues: (5) The Bracken Management. 


| Our letter-writing friend, who describes the inability of the 
electorate intelligently to deal with the record of the administration 
because all that was heard was the “generous praises of itself by the 
entire membership of the legislature," seems reasonably accurate when one 
Considers the issue of administrative record and government finances. 
Only the “one or two notable exceptions," which the letter spoke of, 
Criticized Premier Bracken's handling of his administration, Harrison 
cite 

50 WFP, April 17, 1941, p. 22, 

51 Ibid., March 28, p. 6, and April 2, 1941, p. 11. 

Be Toads, Apri 5 iL Oiqiip. ie 

SB Ibid Aprid 1.95, Tout, ps. 10. 

54 Editorial: "Provincial Variations," WFP, April 15, 1944, p. 11. 
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Dysart called the 3racken Government "a regime of extravagance and use- 


less commissions" beside which the Norris administration was a "govern- 


w DD 


advisory boards was shared by Liberal anti-coalitionist L. A, Regnier, 


nent of angels. The criticism of Premier Bracken’s commissions and 
who described their ultimate authority in matters within their juris- 
diction as a denial of democratic rights. Mr. Regnier argued for the 
right of appeal in a properly constituted court for any decisions coning 
from such boards. He also scored the government for neglecting welfare 


56 


services, 


David A. Best, anti-coalition Conservative in Assiniboia, cited 
the closing of the savings bank and rural credit societies, shut-down of 
the wheat pool, plus municipal shortages, as evidence of "financial ruin" 


brought onto Manitoba by the Bracken administration. a? 


To all such charges Premier 3racken and his Provincial Treasurer 
Stuart S. Garson replied by comparing the administration's showing with 
other provinces. Manitoba's debt increase was less than any other pro~- 
'_ vince save Prince idward Island, “ir. Garson pointed out, and Manitoba 
showed the lowest annual expenditure of all western provinces, plus the 
smallest increase in current expenditures of any western province in 
twenty years. Provincial Treasurer Tarson also pinpointed a “sross 
“public debt $2,393,000 less than it was at April 30, 1936." 28 


Major Issues: (6) Northern Development. 


Premier 3racken and his Minister of ilines and Resources were the 
recipients of abundant praise (much of it "self-inflicted") for the 
development of Manitoba's northland. J, S. icDiarnid was praised by 
leading Winnipeg businessmen like H, CG, Ashdown, by his party, and in 
eee 

55 WFP, March 26, 1941, v. 8. 

56 Ibid., April 5, p. 10, and April 8, 1941, p. 6. 

57 Ibid., April 18, 1941, ». 17. 

pow toia., April 5f°2SShy py 9. 
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newspaper advertisements and editorials as the man who had developed 

the north, founded new industries, changed dried up waste land into 

fur producing marsh land, and supplied employment and housing for an 
additional 25,000 people.” All such projects were applauded as 
producing a larger market and nore enployment in McDiarmid’s own 
Winnipeg, The perennial concern to develop Manitoba's northern resources 
and diversify the economy was answered pointedly by Premier 3racken in 
The Pas on April 6th as he outlined prosrams to develop low-lying marsh-. 
land, organize registered trap lines, prohibit beaver-trapping, and 
invest much more money in the north, Mr, Bracken called it a "revolution- 
ary policy" which would “result in the rationalizing of the economy of 
the north and place the whole area on a sounder basis" than ever before. 
“le intend to develop this area," he explained, “because there is no 
place in the province where we can spend a few dollars and get so much 

in return. We mean to have it done, as fast as we can find the noneee 
It can be readily speculated that such a non-contentious solution concerned 
two potentially very controversial issues: When was Manitoba going to. 
take the development of her northern resources seriously? and How does 
one justify a revolutionary policy of development and expenditure in war- 
time? It would appear Premier Bracken had found the answer and announced 
it in the middle of an election canpaign. As an eastern commentator put 


6 
it, John Bracken was not Machiavellian but he was a "shrewd" politician. : 


Education Issues. 


Education problems had become much uglier with the continued 
depressed econony. Candidates made consistent complaints of low-paid 
teachers and of a general teachers’ shortage. The Manitoba Teachers Fed- 
eration called for a $700 minimum salary for Manitoba teachers at a time 


when many rural teachers were obtaining a mere $50 per month living 


errr een ere 


59 WFP, April 4, p. 23, April 15, p. 5, and April 18, 1941 


Pp. 12 and 17, 
COmeipid., April 7, 1941, p. 20. 
61 Stewart, "The Manitoba Helection," p. 71. 
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wage, z Several politicians were angered at the government's continued 
failure to take advantage of a $600,000 federal offer for vocational 


Peining.°> 


William Kardash, the Workers’ Election Committee candidate, 
deplored what he called the governnent's "attempt to create a hugh reserve 
of unskilled labor that will junp at the beck and call of the government 
or individual employers.” This governnent-sponsored industrial training 
scheme he described as inadequate, that it excluded young people, and 
that it "superseded trade unions and removed the person trained fron 
contact with legitimate unions.” Kardash linked the entire program with 
the government's failure to take advantage of the federal vocational school 
offer, Manitoba was“the only provincial governnent that did not build a 
full-time vocational school, even though the money was available for the 
prupose,” he charged, 


Education Minister Ivan Schultz also described as "unjust and 
unfair” the much lower standards of education in rural as against urban 
areas, blaming the difference on economic conditions which fostered the 
higher urban standards. Schultz described the essential responsibility 
of the state for providing "at least approximate equality of opportunity." 
He also recognized, what he called, "a new emphasis. technical education" 
as the need forthe future. On educational standards he said: "The 
Sirois Report recognizes the need for minimum education standards for all 


6 
parts of Canada; we recognize the same need for all parts of Manitoba.” ? 


Minor Issues and Conclusions, 


There were other matters of heated argument: Alberta Social Credit 


Organizer J, C, Landeryou's counter-attack on the Free Press for having 
a 


62 WFP, April 15, p. 6, and April 19, 1941, p. 32, A letter from 
W, H, Belyea discusses the low pay for rural teachers, the shortage, and 
heed for financing student teaching. 


63 WFP, April 17, 1941, p. 12. 
64 Ibid., April 16, 1941, p. 7. 
65m ibid. April 2, 1941, p. 18. 
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compared his party members to radical Water o” the perennial complaints 
about poor roads and the presence of "Dominion issues in the provincial 


Beipeienay"*” 


and the alleged coercion of workers to buy war savings 
bonds or risk losing their jobs. Such coercion took place said CCF-ILP 
members “so that the employer may enjoy the publicity of having his name 


appear on the gold seal eter” 


Hence, an election which had all the makings of an issue-less 
campaign became one filled with the most vital issues. Many of those 
issues must be categorized as speculative or latent in nature--such matters 
as democratic control of constituencies, the place of opposition, and the 
low level of voter interest. They nevertheless offer something of a 
lesson, Perhaps the specificity and evident nature of nost issues are no 
final and clear indication of their ultimate significance. By almost 
any traditional measure of election importance--voter turnout, numbers of 
candidates, nunbers of public meetings, parties contesting each other-- 
this election looks quiet. It was a “foregone conclusion,” the Free 

Press early concluded. But by the measure of the kinds of issues 


considered and discussed it was surely a highly significant campaign, 


SUMMAR’ OF R&SULTS - 1941. 


A uf of 


PARTY SEATS POPULAR POPULAR POP, VOT@ SATS 
WO VOTE VOT WRG. WON 
Coalition, 
Liberal-Progressives 22 See 3570 25.7 4O.1 
Conservatives a) 27,524 16.8 16,8 2a.6 
CCF-ILP 3 28, 301 V7 Ve bys 
Social Credit 3 2.723 ai TERY 565 
Independents ez po 92/9. IDES: io eels 
TOTALS 51 134,720 B23 69.2 92.8 


rere ey 


66 March 20, 1941, CJRC radio broadcast as reported in WFP, March 
el, 1941, p. 3. The original articles comparing Social Crediters to 
"radical Nazis, who preached that economic salvation lay in supporting 
Hitler” were contained in WFP, February 15, 1941. 


‘ 67 Letter to the Bditor, WFP, April 10, 1941, p. 4, and Bdi- 
‘torial, WFP, April 12, 1944, v. 21. 


O68 Ibid., April 10, 1941, p. 3. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1941 - cont'd. 


at gq 
eA RT Y SEATS POPULAR POPULAR oes e SEATS 
Onti-Coalition, WON VOTE VOTE WINNIPEG WON 
Social Credit -- 9,156 5.6 1.5 ae 
Conservatives 2 7 430 4,5 8,4 3.6 
Workers (Communist) 1 4, 889 5.0 8.3 18 
Liberal-Progressive  -- 7014 A 1.2 -- 
Independents i Gye Wet 11.4 1.8 
Totals 4 28,888 17.6 30,8 7.2 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1941. 


Major, Province-wide, 


a, Coalition. (Cluster). 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(a) 
(e) 


(f) 


2. Costs 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(a) 


Reasons for it. 
Lack of election issues, 
Lack of opposition. 
Division of Conservative Party. (Political). 
Control of nominations. 
(1) Brandon--George Dinsdale case. (Specific, Local). 
Patriotism. (Right). 


(i) Suppression of Communisn. 


of Governing. 
Extravagant spending, 
Number of commissions and boards, 
Neglect of welfare services. 
Shut down of government agencies. 
(1) Savings bank and Rural Credit Societies, (Dead). 
(ii) Wheat Board. (Federal). 


3. Implementation of Rowell-Sirois Report, 


(a) 


(b) 


Monetary reform ani Social Credit attacks, 
(i) Alberta interference in canvaign. (Political). 


Need for agriculture policy. 
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Major, Province-wide--cont'd. 


4, War Effort. 
(a) Post-war nanagement, (New). 
(b) War contracts. (Right). 
(c) Coercion of workers to buy bonds, (Left, Local), 


5. Northern Development--Resources and Diversification, 
Left. 


Unemployment. 

Crop Insurance. (Concern). 

Free and Full sducation. 

Hospitalization. (Concern). 

Collective Bargaining. 

Education, (Liberal Left). 
(a) Teachers' salaries. 
(b) Teacher shortage. 
(c) Vocational training. 


(d) Rural-Urban disparities. 
Minor, 


Social Credit as “Radical Naziisn." (Richt). 
Poor Roads. (Perennial). 
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SEPTEMBER 8 TO OCTOBER 15, 1945 


Keep faith with the great hopes of our fighting forces! 
Keep in step with the world movement of the common people! 
Keep alive the courage and vision which won the war! 


--CCF advertisement, WFP, October 13, 1945. 


+» unless provincial and federal authorities take greater interest 
in the decentralization of both industries and institutions there 
is no sound financial basis for postwar planning in Western towns, 


The end of air training at the big Souris air school brings this 
situation right home. And the situation is just as serious to us 
in Souris--very much more so--than the closins of war industries 
in Winnipeg are to Winnipeg. We will have more unemployment in 
Souris in proportion to population than in the larger centers 
where huge housing projects will be undertaken to house people who 
_will never be able to get profitable employment in those very same 
centers of the West, unless--and here is the point--industries and 
institutions are established elsewhere than in the East, 


The postwar use of the Souris Air School is the only hope of full 
employment in Souris. 


--The Souris Plaindealer, September 5, 1945, 


Certainly the government has need for a woman's guidance, Imagine 
putting on an election in the middle of pickling and preserving time. 


~-Mrs, M, Walsh, Liberal-Progressive Candidate. 
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ELAR TY L BoA DER CANDIDATES 
Coalition. 

Liberal-Progressive Stuart S, Garson 35 
Progressive Conservative Errick Willis 21 
Peco ntnecredst Tit and meell) wie thelr arene ww 

Maaependents Sl we 7 
Anti-Coalition, 

ccr S. J. Farmer LO 
Labor Progressive Party William A. Kardash 15 
Borat Credit. me 1 
Mmaependents’ . ...,.. |... 5 - = ee =e 


45 single member plurality districts, Ten-member Winnipeg district 
using Hare P. R. Total: 55 seats. 


Context for the Issues. 


The war had continued to rage during the life of Manitoba's 
coalition government and the allies were marching victoriously into 
Tokyo following the atomic-bomb blasting of two Japanese cities as 
Manitobans returned to the polls to elect a government to work at post- 


war development problems. 


On December 11, 1942, John Bracken agreed to serve as leader of 
the federal Conservative Party. He resigned as Premier on January 8, 
1943 to take up the helm of a party he insisted should henceforth be 
Called the Progressive Conservatives. Also in December 1942 the CCF 
left the coalition to become the chief opposition party. The decision 
arose out of a dispute between CCF leader S. J. Farmer and Premier 

Bracken over the enactment of a labor code for Manitoba, and was decided 

| Once Mr, Bracken showed his interest in the national leadership position. 4 


a 


1 WFP, September 12, 1945, pp. 11 and 19. 
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The CCF’s fortunes took an immediate upswing, with by-election vic- 
tories in Brandon and John Bracken's The Pas constituency serving as but 
part of the evidence of increased support. The winning candidates, Dr. 
Dwight Johnson and Berry Richards, respectively, quickly became an embar- 
rassment to the party even before the 1945 campaign as their pacifist 
international positions became increasingly unpopular in a growing Cold 
War climate. The end result was their expulsion from the party. 


The federal government had met with the provinces; and Manitoba, 
like every other province except Ontario and Quebec, was seriously 
weighing federal offers of a program of federal-provincial financing, 
Through such agreements Ottawa would collect taxes for Manitoba and 
supply funds for old-age vensions, a health insurance scheme, unemploy- 
ment relief oa a northern development program, all at twelve dollars 
development and improve federal-provincial agreements to enable that 
development. At least the above rationale for the coalition was the .-.. 
issue in 1945 for Manitoba's new Premier and former Provincial Treasurer 
Stuart S. Garson. 


per capita. Coalition's raison d‘etre was now to bring about post-war 


Since the last Manitoba campaign the neighboring province of 
Saskatchewan had elected a CCF government on June 15, 1944, and the per- 
formance of North America's first "Socialist" government would also 


become a major issue in this fall 1945 campaign. 


Post-war aspirations saw Canada's labor movement re-organizing 
and flexing its muscles so that considerable discussion of labor questions 
also enter this campaign. 


Major Issues: (1) The Government's Record. 


As the provincial legislature dissolved Premier Garson outlined 
‘his "well thought out plans for expansion” : to the Manitoba electorate. 


2 Peterson, “Ethnic and Class Politics," p. 96 and Frank Walker, 
"Manitoba: Love that Coalition,” Saturday Night, October 25, 1949, p. 13. 


3 Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 460-461. 


4 ditorial: "A Good Record,” The Northern Mail (The Pas, Manitoba), 
September 26, 1945, p. 2. 
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Described as a “typical Manitoban," “not flambuoyant” but “progressive, 
well-balanced and full of common sense";” Stuart Garson followed in John 
Bracken's footsteps stressing stringent management and full co-operation 
with federal programs unless they were "wholly and conspicuously aig kh 
Mr. Garson believed only chaos and confusion could result from any 
attempt by Manitoba to rush into her own prograns separately from federal 
plans, 


The Coalition Government intended to continue plans for farm 


electrification, drainage projects, highway constriction and surfacing, 


new schools, mining, furs and fisheries development, and municipal sewer 


and water projects, ? Premier Garson described the government's health 


scheme, which included health units, diagnostic clinics and plans for 
small rural hospitals, as having captured attention around the world. 8 
His approach early in the election campaign was to describe a progran in 
the course of development, stress Manitoba's relatively sound financial 
position in the face of depression and war, applaud the province's lead 
in financial relations with the Dominion, and attack the CCF for lacking 


alternatives and complaining of matters like housing which were federal 


in nature. Premier Garson also drew attention to the CCF's earlier 
support of federal-provincial financial arrangements and his governnent's 
own post-war progran, 7 Throuzhout the canpaign Mr. Garson'’s thene was 
that the CCF's attack on government programs simply proved the opposi- 
tion party's inexperience and lack of good business judgement. Opposi- 
tion platforms, meaning the CCF and the newly-formed Labor Progressive 
Party, Premier Garson dismissed as the “introduction of vague generalities 


10 Some of those 


in contrast to what we propose in specific terms." 
specific examples were cited in support of Premier Garson by the Winnipeg 


Free Press. The Liberal-Progressive Party's good business judgement was 


5 WFP, September 20, 1945, pv. 13. 

6 Ibid., September 8, 1945, p. 8. 

72) Ibid. 

8 Ibid., September 19, 1945, pp. 1 and 4. 
9 Ibid. 


10 Ibid., September 26, 1945, v. 10. 
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evidenced, said the paper, by the development of the Manitoba Power 
Commission in 1924 and the leasing of the Seven Sisters hydro plant to 
the Winnipeg Electric Company in 1928. The now expanding rural 
electrification program supposedly owed its existence to these very 
developments. According to the Free Press the CCF, on the other hand, 
had always attacked the heavy charges on interest and in 1932 proposed 
an eighteen per cent reduction “which would have dried up credit” and 
hence worked against long-term programs. The Liberal Free Press summed 
up Mr. Garson’s contention that only his party consisted of sound 
managers s 

Mr. Farmer's proposal seems to be to toss aside this experienced 

and capable administration in favor of one whose leaders showed 

short-sightedness and lack of concern for long range objectives, 

during the 1930's. This is the issue before the electorate and 

it can settle it as it sees fit. i1 

For the Free Press, Premier Garson’s contention that his record 

Was a token of the good faith of his platform was "rightly" spoken, 
"It is proof that promises are not vain," the paper editorialized., "The 
pattern of the past flows into the design of the future," 12 


There is no doubt that Mr, Garson's appeal to what one citizen 

called his “good, sane democratic adninistration,” was in keeping with a 
well-established tradition of "businesslike" "non-partisan" government. 
Premier Garson, one correspondant said, shared the Bracken Government 
practice that would get loans from anywhere, and pay them back. A pre- 
dominant Manitoban mood is therefore captured by this writer to the Free 
Press as he defends the government. 

No successful private business which had a conpetent, honest, loyal 

staff would think of discharging any of them as a matter of caprice, 


and the same rule should apply to public servants who have done 
their jobs efficiently, 13 


11 Editorial: "The CCF flection Campaign,” WFP, September 22, 
1945, Pe oe 


12 Hditorial: “Mr. Garson"s Case Before the Public,” WFP, Sept. 
20, 1945, De 13. 


13 letter of W. R. Deacon, Winnipeg, WFP, Sept. 22, 1945, p. 18. 
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CCF leader S. J. Farmer described as an “effrontery” Premier 
Garson's contention that the CCF opponents of coalition were inexperienced 
and had no part in originating existing legislation in the province. For 
the CCF the issue boiled down to "a choice between talking and doing...on 


plans on paper and plans in action.” 14 


A ten-point CCF manifesto outlined a program for a labor code and 
greater farm security. It included larger expenditures for housing, a 
comprehensive health plan and variaus allowances, all of which matters 
became issues in their own right. Government complaints that the opposi- 
tion lacked experience and business sense were met with a denunciation of 
the government for insulting the intelligence of the common people of 
Manitoba. J. Harry Wood, provincial CCF chairman, contended that average 
people with the”interests of hunanity at heart” could administer the 
government better than those whose only interest was private profit. The 
"old line parties," he insisted, had permitted poverty "when the means 
Ao Mix. Wood pointed 
to Saskatchewan CCF’ers as evidence of those who were considered inex- 


for producing abundance for all is right at hand.” 


perienced making a better effort than the so-called experienced men in 
16 
office, 


CCF provincial secretary-treasurer Donovan Swailes turned the 
question of practical-minded experience back onto the government as he 
made reference to the success of Socialist governnents in Great Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and Saskatchewan. 


Not very long ago our hard-headed, practical-minded businessman’s 
government could afford to smile tolerantly whenever they heard of 
such CCF proposals as higher old-age pensions, free health services, 
marketing boards, shorter hours of labor and higher wages. Those 
things, they would say indulgently are just the dreams of starry- 
eyed idealists. 


These same tough-minded servants of big business, these practical 
solid, stolid members of the Garson cabinet are now in a panic, 
because time and experience have proven that the idealists were 
right and the hard-headed ones were wrong. 17 


14 WFP, September 20, 1945, D. a 

15 Ibid., September 22, 1945, p. 2. 
16 Ibid., September 25, 1945, p. 13. 
17 Ibid., September 27, 1945, p. 5. 
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As to a counter attack, the CCF criticisms of the Government 
campaign were summed up by national organizer David Lewis: (1) the 
Coalition Government was using the importance of federal-provincial 
financial agreements as an excuse to do nothing in the meantime, and, 
(2) the government's advertisements emphasized provincial debt and 


budget surpluses while ignoring “the real human issues of the eahpaiense” 


Party leader Seymour Farmer initiated the first criticism by 
tagging the Coalition Government as “timid and slow and out of date”"--a 
government which had given Manitobans nothing but reports while Sask- 
atchewan engaged in definite plans and activities. Mr. Farmer argued: 


Prenier Garson is again using the alibi that nothing can be done for 
Manitoba until the financial arrangements between the Dominion and 
the provinces have been re-adjusted. New financial arrangements are 
indeed necessary and the CCF will seek to obtain them with all 
possible vigor and confidence, But that is no excuse for neglecting 
in the meantime the things which come under provincial jurisdiction, 
The present critical situation calls for ggurageous and constructive 
action, not for agile political footwork. 


CCF Member of Parliament Stanley Knowles warned in his speeches 
during the campaign that failure in the upcoming federal-provincial 
conference could leave Manitoba with nothing, given a government which 
was "making the Dominion-provincial relations the main issue” in the 
Campaign, and given the reluctance of the government to provide truly 
progressive deetevatiode. What David Lewis called Mr. Garson's "suave 
inaction, "*= Stanley Knowles denounced equally as a lack of imagination. 
"The CCF believes the time has come," the Winnipeg MP declared, "to use 
a little imagination in provincial administration and to go just as far 
as possible in building the kind of economy which was fought for with 


the opportunity of justice and security for all our people."“* 


Government strategy was to advertise Manitoba as the province 


with the lowest per capita land tax, provincial tax and even per capita 


18 WFP, October 10, 1945, p. 2. 

19 Ibid., September 24, 1945, p. 5. 

20 Ibid., October 9, p. 6 and October 11, 1945, p. 25. 
21 TIbid., Sept. 20, 1945, p. 12. 

22 Ibid., October 11, 1945, p. 25 
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debt whereas it had once been the highest in Canada, ~° and to make 
comparisons with Saskatchewan so that the latter province's record 
entered the campaign. The second major CCF criticism, that government 
budget surplus talk was conducted at the expense of social issues, was 
perhaps best voiced on a radio program supportive of the party which 
reflected the “forgotten” issues, 


What is the actual social importance of a little wartime surplus if 
the working people of this province are inadequately protected against 
the fundamental selfishness of employers, How can Stuart Garson, 
holding the position which he does, take credit for a row of figures 
derived from such things as liquor profits and racing taxes and at 

the same time utterly ignore the starvation level on which pensioners 
are reduced, 


Independent lewis St. George Stubbs made the same two major 


Hae 


criticisms of the government as the CCF, and his answer to what constituted 


the central matter at issue was expressed with his typical aplomb as 
he too turned government criticisms of opposition parties back on the 
government. 
The transcendent issue is, of course, postwar reconstruction, for 
which the Government is unprepared with immediate practical plans, 
except for an installment of rural electrification. It is asking 
for a sham mandate to implement uncertain proposals in an uncertain 
future. It cannot see the woods of reality for the trees of 
speculation. Its only concern ngy is to fool the people, win the 
election and continue in office, 
The 1945 campaign was one in which party advertisements in 


newspapers played a part in both defining and creating issues. 


In city papers the CCF advertisements spoke of the “Coalition ‘if’ 
versus CCF action.” The advertisements opened with comparisons with 
Saskatchewan, charging that that neighboring province was "just as de- 
pendent as Manitoba upon the proper financial arrangements with the 


federal government,” but that the Saskatchewan CCF administration had 


taken "immediate action to provide for the needs of the people of 


23 WFP, October 6, 1945, p.. 2. 


24 CCF supporter Harry Chappell speaking on CKRC as reported 
in WFP, October 9, 1945, p. 6. 


25 WFP, Sept. 22, 1945, p. 7. 
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Saskatchewan.” 


The many “ifs” of the Coalition Government were then outlined 
to reinforce the CCF major emphasis, that the various campaign issues 
boiled down to government inaction, . 


Manitoba may get health services if the federal government provides 
the funds. 


Teachers may get higher salaries, if financial re-adjustments are made, 


Old people may get higher pensions if the Dominion-provincial 
conference succeeds, 


Farmers may have security if world markets expand, 


Workers may have jobs if private industry locates in Manitoba.<° 


Country advertisements were the issue~makers however, and by 
October lst, Premier Garson had reacted sharply to CCF country newspaper 
advertisements like the following: 

If our government continues to be controlled by a group which thinks 


our economic problems can be solved by private enterprise then we 
are doomed to suffer economic disaster. 


Supporting private enterprise means to support the principle of first 
come first served, dog eat dog and devil take the hindmost, It 
means the complete negation of Christian, humanitarian ideals, It 
means constant unemployment as a device for keeping wages down. This 
in turn means low prices for farm products!2 


Big business is making a last desparate effort to retain its dictator- 
ship by creating a coalition. .The coalition exists because big 
business wants to defeat CCF,°° 
Premier Garson condemned as “falsehood and impudence™ such 
attacks by a party which had itself been a part of a coalition designed 
to strengthen Manitoba against the "big provinces opposed to a fair deal 
for Manitoba.” Replying to what he called “deliberate and calculated 
falsehoods,” Mr. Garson damned CCF socialism by saying: “The men who thus 
insult our intelligence are the men who advocate that most of your 


26 WEP, October 11, 1945, p. 9. 


27 The Souris Plaindealer (Souris, Manitoba), Sept. 26, 1945, 
Pp. 3. One large OCF advertisement criticized an equally major coalition 


“ad"which preceded it making something of an "ad-war" in country constituencies. 


The Souris Plaindealer, Sept. 26, 1945, p. 4, and Oct. 3, 1945, p. 6. 


28 WFP, Oct. 1, 1945, p. 3. The report also cites the country 
advertisement, 


trent {duh ene he ne | 


eee f anTas, Fatt AGED amalicee ons tals cs 


¢ 


a SDL +h Sh ‘eon Testa os Son tad 

wtinie tec assaatimnt banat . fatonsial au spaeaiang ata, 

oy fabs nes ne techie ae aobtanig ‘pean 
ae tae Ween 

al Guha ee detour btwn bt O hiowe 3 
geet at aptaned extiubot Wirt: My haioas . " 


| es menial ws the ) 
“ender HO ‘EUG ‘© Oy -glerzente betoews be | - 
: io wy eer waebvaltch at | 


wire ty abi | git sy 2 tas or, oxae: ot ba senhinos 4 Q 
enw) pene ng bags ‘mtavety ¥e-byylon ot nag anata 
a mul ener abana. 


e) eae yy rami Barakeh ey: ets NaN , , juke ia boterst y z 
“AD edie hit anit ears ieee a) Boke Coe | 
wey et Lnabe te fs st F cram gk phdetiot) ho ut ns 
aiog ich & new anhrens awh ey Sh 


St pati 


wih ted OSB b sda nl Raps nu het a, . gallen 6 
1 eauanes, eels Moen ME .a68 be n antveete 
Laws aime Ts | cam} hee Cee 


en cmatntoast tnd te 


ait. tat a oy AE spontyorry Sy nid Sustaae. abet 
‘eta tela “he ater a fasta, i dnt. at aeryiget, * 

| Aiea? - ih IR eu nee ea oe vib ow. CD felae Seep ; 
‘op 3s) tba etd tome Cte, deed one ree 


i 


eae) ; + eee , 


ha aie On ; Nie el eile and, te wiadebet, ee “as, 
| (RPGE 08 ert “afubabteoes uuien ssiactiate!t a Pree 22. sth, 8S 
pebt Laon ik wi a pete. fe ct © RCo SV C tips, ong” 
med: orien Renaeg) vey poet ee ee etal pba SE hahacesy’ a 
Gee a OME |) yk ee Sin is “s Ee: uxhie yaa gps “at perenne. 


<n igerriusetopestea 


cobras sgh Hosts onfiirssinee. a Rr ae ith at aad ‘3 


business should be turned over to the state and that they should be 
put in control of that states"? 


Major Issues: (2) The Coalition. 


The major issue in this first post-war campaign, then, was 
what kind of administration could best tackle all the problems associated 
with post-war development, a practical business-like non-partisan coalition, 
or a programmatic socialist party? Such an issue slides inevitably back 
into the long-standing one of the pros and cons of coalition itself, The 
interrelationship between these two issues, as reflected in the country 
newspaper advertisements and Premier Garson'’s reply, may have had the 
stamp of party organizer David Lewis. The Montreal-based National 
Secretary saw coalition as an admission on the part of the “two old 
parties" that there was really no difference between them, "One 
capitalist candidate only against the CCF,” said Mr. Lewis, and brought 
together, he alleged, by the threat that the CCF weeds Speaking at 
the Weston CPR shops he described the Coalition Government as “champions 
of reaction cloaked in progressive language" so different from a CCF 
party which was determined, he said, “to place the needs of the people 
ahead of the profit-seeking few," 


So there had been plenty of fuel for Stuart Garson's heated out- 
burst. His Minister of Public Works, Conservative leader Willis, had 
added to Mr. Garson’s own defenses of the coalition, Errick Willis argued 
that, unlike the federal government, a province was like a “king-sized 
municipality" and could be run in a similar non-partisan fashion as most 
municipalities; particularly was this the case when a united effort to 
develop post-war prosperity could now be added to the original crisis 
of war and the implementation of the "Sirois Report,” which pronpted 


a 
29 WFP, Oct. 1; 1945, p. 3. 
30 Ibid., Sept. 20, 1945, p. 12. 
Be Ibid., sept. 26, 1945, p. 5. 
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coalition in the first piace” 


Government apologists tagged the CCF criticisms of their 
performance as largely federal issues, like housing, which they claimed 
were inevitably raised by a party with a federal counterpart, whereas, 
the coalition was free of such a practice simply because it lacked a 
corresponding federal party.°- The Winnipeg Free Press had perennially 
argued that “Dominion issues" should be kept free of provincial elections 
and that coalition could be an instrument to that eae The newspaper 
also claimed that coalition non-partisanship put an end to patronage by 
spreading business contracts and appointments more widely. The result 
Was better service at less cost with more time and energy available to 
direct the administration rather than being lost in party conflict.” 


Support for the coalition seems to have been reasonably widespread 
and both the Tribune and Free Press had spoken in favor of the Coalition 
Government over the years.” But as we have indicated there was a 
considerable growth in CCF support as that party took a clear opposition 
stance, It might be argued, therefore, that coalition was an issue which 
deeply divided Manitobans and perhaps the continuing low turn-outs at the 
polls, but with a steady rise from 1941, is indicative of another "pre- 


32 WEP, Sept. 8, 1945, p. 9. The municipal analogy was a common 
one, It was made by other government members and supporters, for example, 
the editor of the Souris Plaindealer who explained his weekly’s position 
as follows: "The Plaindealer is supporting the candidature of G. H. Grant, 
Coalition candidate in next Monday’s election for the very simple reason 
that it is firmly convinced this is no time for a two-party system in 
Manitoba, Indeed it might be reasonably argued that the provincial legis- 
lature should not at any time be anything more than a glorified town or 
Tural council as provincial policies can never be of national character 
and therefore not subject to such differences of opinion as exist in the 
larger field.” Editorial: "The Election," October 10, 1945, p. 2. Robert 
F, Milton, Coalition candidate in The Pas constituency also spoke of what 
he called the "municipal-like responsibilities of coalition.” The 
Northern Mail, October 3, 1945, p. 2. 


33 Editorial: "What is the CCF Program?” WFP, Sept. 11, 1945. p. 13. 
34 Ibid., and Editorial: "The Election Campaign,” April 12, 1941. 
Bou Ibid,, Sept,s 2c), 1945,) pe. 11. 


36 Editorial: "The Manitoba Election,” The Globe and Mail 
(Toronto), April 4, 1941, p. 6. 
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dominant Manitoban mood," an attitude against coalition. 


It is important and interesting to examine CCF leader Seymour 
Farmer’s response to Premier Garson's outcry over country newspaper 
advertisements, as it pinpoints some of the many criticisms of coali- 
tion. Mr, Farmer challenged Premier Garson to prove that his govern- 
ment was not tied up with reactionary forces, and blamed coalition for 
Mr. Garson’s irritable reaction. “Premier Garson's indignation at a 
statement in one of the CCF advertisements and his violent language 
are proof that the statement struck home,” lir. Farmer said, Then, 
attacking the weaknesses of coalition, the CCF leader called the 
Premier‘s behavior, "...proof that Mr, Garson has become so used to a 
legislature dominated by his yes men that he can no longer take criti- 
n 3? Mr, Farmer reiterated charges 
that the coalition continued only out of fear of the CCF and that that 
fear was shared equally by both Premier Garson's “political friends” 
and "his big business friends,” 


cism with proper democratic grace, 


S. J. Farmer's explanation of the CCF stint in the coalition 
and later withdrawal presented an important summation of the coalition 
issue and its many ramifications, re-opening the cluster of issues we 
noted in 1941. On one occasion he said: “The CCF entered the Manitoba 
Government in 1940 on the clear and definite understanding that it would 
not be a coalition, but a temporary, co-operative, non-partisan admini- 
stration, that every party would continue its present independent 
existence and activity." 38 On an earlier occasion Mr, Farmer had ex- 
plained further that "We were never partners in a coalition. I was 
never minister in a coalition government. What we did was to write Mr. 
Bracken a letter giving reasons for accepting his invitation to join a 
non-partisan government, We did not agree on a coalition but only to do 
certain things on which we were all agreed." 39 The CCF leader claimed 
that John Bracken had tried to get members of the government to vote 
alike, and the last straw came for the CCF when it was apparent that 


37 WEP, October 2, oe Ds / 6 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid., September 20, 1945, p. 12. 
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the non-partisan idea was being used "to boost Bracken'’s stock," a. 


The situation in 1945 Mr. Farmer described as “entirely 
different”: 
With the exception of a few old-party recalcitrants, the CCF is 
opposed by coalition candidates, chosen at joint or coalition 


conventions. This amounts to organic union of the Liberal and 
Conservative parties in the provincial field, 


What Mr. Garson wants, in effect, is one-party government. He 
resents the possibility not only of the CCF taking power, but of 
there being a strong and effective opposition in the legislature, 


One party government is tantamount to dictatorship. That's what 
big business wants. That's apparently what Premier Garson wants. 
The common objective is clear, 41 


e ° e e 


Another side to the coalition issues were the views of other 
opponents of the CCF role. Both William Kardash, leader of the Labor 
Progressive Party and Independent member lewis St. George Stubbs arti- 
culated a long-standing concern that the CCF would unite for a time with 
the "forces of the right," but refused to work towards a coalition of the 
left, Mr. Kardash summed up his party"s perspective while attacking the 
CCF avoidance of left-wing alliances. 

It is very strange that the CCF which is now condemning the old-line 
parties, so willingly joined those same parties in the coalition in 
1940 while refusing to work, both then and. now with the Labor Pro- 
gressive Party and other progressive forces. Not only that, it sus- 
pended two of its own members of the legislature who expressed the 


opinion that the CCF should co-operate with such forces against the 
coalition. 42 


The latter point was a reference to Messrs. Richards and Johnson, 
the two by-election winners, both of whom were running as Independent CCF 
Candidates in the 1945 campaign. Mr. Richards himself said: "My future 
relationships with the CCF will be decided at the annual convention which 


40 WFP, September 20, 1945, p. 12. 
41 WFP, October 2, 1945, p. 7. 
42 WFP, September 25,'1945, p. 13. 
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sits after the elections. My differences with that party concerning 
mainly federal election policies, have no bearing upon this campaign.” "2 
His opponent thought differently and let it be known that views could be 
expressed within the coalition "without fear of expulsion.” Se 


The CCF had for many years been criticized for the “long reten- 
tion of control by a small group of men" 2 and John Queen's defeat in 
1941 may have been related to his continued attempts to serve both as 
MLA and mayor of Winnipeg. The reluctance of the CCF to co-operate with 
the “far left," what Lewis Stubbs called "the autocratic, exclusive and 
intolerant attitude of the CCF,” accounted in his view "for the paucity 
and poverty of its leadership." He 


Saskatchewan and the Other Major Issues. 


The beginning of October marked another outburst from Premier 
Garson when, speaking in Steep Rock, he denounced the influx of "Saskat- 
chewan imports,” who he claimed, came to Manitoba to make attacks “and 
then retire back to Saskatchewan after the election is over," as "If 
the CCF can't conduct its own campaign without the help of four cabinet 
ministers from Saskatchewan, what will the members do if they ever get 
on the floor of the house,” he paeave aid so launched a debate which 
became the most heated issue in the last two weeks of what The Globe 
and Mail had called the "quietist election campaign in the history of 
Manitoba.” wl 


The Free Press argued that the presence of the Saskatchewan 
ministers was an attempt to take over the organization of the campaign 
from local men in the hopes of avoiding the defeats suffered earlier in 
the year by the party in federal and Ontario provincial elections, The 


43 The Northern Mail, September 19, 1945, p. 1. 
4K The Northern Mail, October 3, 1945, p. 2. 


45 Stewart, "The Manitoba Election,” p. 72. Author Alistair 
Stewart who served as CCF organizer in Manitoba agreed with this Free 
Press judgement, 


46 WFP, October 10, 1945, p. 10. 

47 The Globe and Mail, October 3, 1945, p. 3. 
48 WFP, October 8, 1945, p. 5. 

49 The Globe and Mail, October 15, 1945, p. 2. 
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newspaper also feared that the presence of the "men from Saskatchewan" 
would detract from the real issues of the campaign, citing discussions 
of rural electrification and Manitoba's fine credit position as examples 
of the “real“ issues. 30 Saskatchewan's Attorney-General J. W. Corman 
explained his presence on a radio broadcast in Winnipeg. 

Every battle between monopolv capitalisn and so-called free enter- 

prise on the one hand and democratic socialis: on the other, must 

be the business of all of us who are enlisted in the war against 

privilege and an outmoded economic system. 51 

Attorney-Sceneral Corman saw the “present economic system” giving 

way to democratic socialism all throushout the British Commonwealth, 


David Lewis explained the presence of the Saskatchewan minis- 
ters as an attempt to "tell the storv” of how a "CCF program worked out 


w 32 


in one province, The socialist model was no longer a foreign one, 


Mr. Lewis argued. 


Throughout the campaign the Garson Governnent compared its 
administrative record with the government of Saskatchewan. Coalition 
advertisements cited figures to indicate that Saskatchewan had a greater 
per capita debt than Manitoba, that Saskatchewan had introduced six 
million dollars of new taxes while Manitoba had avoided any new taxes. 
Interest rates were cited as being higher in Saskatchewan, and while 
Manitoba boasted cash reserves of $9,242,605.62, Saskatchewan had none. 


CCF advertisements, on the other hand, listed “The CCF in 
Saskatchewan'' achievements which, in addition to farm security and health 
care for the 25,000 people most in need, included the "highest teacher 
salaries in Canada"; free textbooks for all children in the first eight 
grades; the first Department of Co-operatives in Canada, designed to 


od 


50 Editorial: "Invasion from Saskatchewan,” WFP, October 2, 
1945, Pe 1i 6 


51 WFP, October 10, 1945, pv. 2. 
52 Ibid. 
53 WFP, October 12, 1945, p. 2. 


ok 
et 


of 4 aay etd 2 wall yay en 4 sane aan 
stings br ah So dato et tansy cal we seen att 
: aces Hols seat eam ee ant,» ha an p tae hse: noe 
p00) Na ee comet le cares 2 
wi pes: ial Deaphooes: sar m9 
erstt fe Tania Geta, velleale bya vig 


Trey Camis ath Geeeee eae bier Ae; bein: tall 
ve Mur tee ot ete: inet xf wu atute fae Verat: (yiw- al a, i Xe Abies ; bie 
a ns. Seiad sh ai ad habout ie an . 


hy 


neuen bar hag. gape eaanien | ence sesharn sak wom fase Love 
| ra By [ Fn Pifey CURD eine} ieee 4 Ty ere tad Jue: Heuvel tiie rig, ‘eg itatoon, 


7 
o t 


ge eal e aes) | RATT os noascartt ad havitalande twat 


ere a) eel i He ett ihtios oe 


Pres Sey. RU ae Jad 
“apr nh a scant of eM fobhe idan at hod ia 


‘ very. chal trae 
/ Wha ‘ hii, bates : rend ie 
vik Dirkages dens? 00 ‘eae? at ase vanes 
| nebr thre ') gait 
niet ah AIS et 
wlib. pacbeibet 2 sine tar Aang edd oth aa cach, 
5a) nigh heitown Dae aeeaeMl sali eased ‘won’ tho 
wih hi ot sed fot oan’ ‘ind stedightl mince! we badta’ nee oe 
et: taal pepe ao, bre meet He fae i alle. 4 a wrabaet: ‘Moat re 
a | ik raee 
“pee ub a hestakl ed ™ mite. ante me ro 
an havin ites. wh Pinvnenii easel $ bg, anhetiie ih re shai otameeration 
ethane Fasten iu sant Spain am Lg tani at hao siyoed 200,25 ‘aa ; 
“pettaide Fees war ‘nt ee mando hte at edo gOS gent “yretisnad Ot 
HK h anaes staan im, omy we nga to ronal, tere, 
| Ne ee | iy Ae Lie rary ay: 
ot ~ wor w pd hemrped ntl t iit oot Y amy aprer UR 
. | re as : . mt ey 
eS oer ay sotosde oe 3H 
ca PW haa DPW. hws a Pa Be | ia ae | a audadon an he 
Ee ie Bs, ; “a i : 
oh ay . ie Me he | | 


450 


_ provide essential research and information services; "better services 
than any other provinces for war veterans"; and the “best legislation 
on the North American continent to assist and protect javorr* 


In his platform addresses and radio broadcasts Premier Garson 
continued to attack Saskatchewan policy contending that the province 
lacked farm electrification and public health programs and asserting 
that “socialistic ideas" would put a provincial government in competition 
with co-operatives: “under socialism co-operative enterprises and their 
Managers will become the instruments of the social state," Premier 
Garson also went into a detailed criticism of Saskatchewan's policy of 
farm security which we will examine later as a separate issue. 


Saturday Night in an unusually sympathetic air towards the CCF 
provided a helpful explanation of the “Saskatchewan invasion,” 

It happens that a large part of the argument against Socialism in 
the current Manitoba elections consists in the allegations that 
Saskatchewan is badly governed. Politicians who use that argument 
can hardly be surprised if those who oppose them call on the men 
who are actually eoverning Saskatchewan to give what evidence they 
can to the contrary. 

T. C, Douglas, Premier of Saskatchewan, made several key addresses 
in the campaign outlining his province's record of social service achieve- 
ments. In Winnipeg's Civic Auditorium he explained that he had not come 
to Manitoba "to pick a quarrel with Premier Garson” but he had found 
that "what the Saskatchewan CCF Government has accomplished has become an 
election issue," "If Mr, Garson wants to play it tough,” Premier Douglas 
challenged, “it’s all right with ne," 


The Saskatchewan Premier then proceeded to point out that the large 
' public debt in his province “which Mr, Garson raves about" had been put 


54 The Souris Plaindealer, Sept. 26, 1945, p. 3. 
55 WFP, Oct. 10, 1945, p. ll. 
56 Editorial: “Outside Orators," Saturday Night, Oct. 20, 1945, p. 3. 


_ The Toronto Globe and Mail also rebuked Mr, Garson for complaining in an 
editorial: "One Country, Not Nine," Oct. 5, 1945, p. 6. 


57 WFP, Oct, 12, 1945, p, ll, 
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there by the previous Liberal administration in Saskatchewan, He argued 
that his government had reduced the debt by eight million dollars since 
assuming office, and that the sales tax burden which Mr. Garson had referred 
to was also a Liberal measure soon to be removed. "To do this,” he said, 
"we take money from the only place we can get it--those who have it--and 

big businesses such as timber and mining corporations and fishing companies 
that are depleting the province of its natural resources will have to 

bear the burden. "> 


The Saskatchewan policy for farm security--protection against 
foreclosures or eviction from farms--was to protect the home quarter of 
all farms and to forego payments of interest in years of crop failure.°? 
The Manitoba CCF picked up the policy as part of their ten-point manifesto. 
Premier Garson argued that such a policy put the farmer in a position where 
he was “incapable,..of entering enforceable contracts in respect of certain 
of his lands.” He claimed a better system for Manitoba would be to secure 
lower rates of interest for the “mere” 23 per cent of the farmers who had 
need of lower rates. He would attack all such agricultural problems at a 
broader level, to keep farmers out of debt by providing better markets 
and prices, and by continuing to urge such matters in Ottawa. Saskat- 
chewan’s approach he dismissed as “arbitrary legislation which will ham- 


string everybody," an attempt to “cure the disease by killing the pa- 
tient," 60 


The Free Press praised both Premier Garson‘s and the CCF's stand 
on farm tenure but maintained that the policy in itself was not a clear- 
cut issue. The Winnipeg paper claimed that it was the concepts behind 
such policies which were important, and that CCF programs for city 
laborers had to be achieved in conjunction with equally progressive pro- 
grams for farmers, lest the country pay for urban labor advances and, so, 
further divide city and country. 64 


Se ence eeraencrayeareemnnen Annes 


58 The Northern Mail, October 12, 1945, p. 1. 
59 OCF advertisement, The Souris Plaindealer, Oct. 10, 1945, p. 6. 
60 WFP, October 9, 1945, p. 1. 


61 Editorial: "Coalition and CCF Compared," WFP, September 26, 


| ats, p. 13. Also Editorial: "Real Farm Security," WFP, October 10, 
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Agriculture Minister D. L. Campbell attempted to make political 
capital out of his government's demands for federal assistance for crop 
insurance the first stage of which would be hail insurance. Mr, Camp- 
bell would insist that the federal government return a one per cent tax 
levied against grain marketing for such use if Ottawa refused to ini- 
tiate a program. Agriculture programs, outlined by Mr. Campbell, in- 
cluded plans for soil protection, weed control and veterinary oem arenes 


Talk of rural electrification on Mr, Campbell's part did seem to 
gain plenty of political capital and would continue to do so in campaigns 
to come. The success of the Seven Sisters hydro-development could be 
used to show that earlier CCF criticisms lacked foresight. But, more im- 
portant, the success of hydro-development enabled Mr, Campbell to announce 
electrification for every Manitoba farm within seven years. 63 “Power 
delivered right in Your farm yard at no cost to you for the line," a 
country coalition advertisement promised." ie Premier Garson pledged 
electricity to the first one thousand farms within one year’s time. 

Rural electrification would promote private industry and keep the young 
on the farm, Agriculture Minister Campbell argued, and whenever those 
"nen from Saskatchewan" talked of the “highest minimum wage," the “right 
to organize for civil servants," legislation for two weeks vacation with 
pay, higher old-age pensions, and free health care for the mentally ill, 
Premier Garson, Mr. Campbell, coalition advertisements and the Free Press 
talked rural electrification and credit. 


Finally, there was some controversy over health schemes with 
both Saskatchewan and Manitoba arguing the comparative merits of their own 
programs and future plans. Manitoba had seemingly advanced in some areas 
with twenty-five full-time health units and thirty-two diagnostic clinics 


62 WFP, September 11, p. 6 and September 24, 1945, pe 1s 
63 WFP, September 7, 1945, p. 1. 


64 The Souris Plaindealer, October 3, 1945, p. 3. The advertise- 
ment claimed the "post-war project” would reach a majority of the 58,686 
Manitoba farms serving an additional forty towns and villages each year. 
Bach year's work on the project begun June 15, 1945 was the equivalent of 
"a 4,000 mile line from here to Brazil." 


65 The Globe and Mail, October 3, 1945, p. 3. 
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associated with local hospitals. 66 Saskatchewan had established free 
health care for 25,000 persons of special need and provided assistance 
for the mentally ill, old-age pensioners and those with venereal disease. 
Many Manitoban politicians believed legislation for venereal disease con- 


67 


trol was essential for their own province, including Conservative candi- 
date and Winnipeg health officer Dr. Morley Lougheed, 68 It was of 
course the underlying philosophies in health care which were essentially 
at issue and, while the most heated debates still lay in the future, the 
Free Press did its best to criticize a state-supported health scheme by 
publishing articles attacking New Zealand's national schemeas being too 
expensive and subject to extensive abuse. The Free Press asked whether 
the failure of "socialists" to admit of defects in programs like the New 
Zealand health scheme meant that the Manitoba electorate would have any 
certainty that they would "not tomorrow fall for some equally glittering 
but equally defective piece of legislative goods"? Premier Garson‘'s 
health plan, on the other hand, would move slowly, basing further exten- 
sions and even changes of direction on past experience, the newspaper 
argued, "But surely the history of Manitoba is testimony to the fact 
that - and error is good practice and that it pays dividends in the 
end," 


Labor Issues. 


The opposition CCF was still predominantly an urban labor party 
as results over the next few campaigns would clearly indicate. One ob- 
server described the party as "dominated by trade union elements” which 
would not help them very much in a province in which “land-holding agri- 
Culture is still the occupation of a vast solid and very powerful element 
of the electorate." in But labor issues were becoming increasingly more 
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66 The Souris Plaindealer, September 26, 1945, p. 4. 
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68 WFP, September 27, 1945, De 5e 


69 Editorial: “CCF Should Look, Not Leap,” WFP, October il, 
1945, p. 15. 
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central as Canadian unions re-structured themselves to gain their share 
of post-war prosperity. One omnipresent issue was whether unions should 
officially support the CCF and make the party its political arm. The 
Winnipeg Labor Council endorsed the CCF, particularly since George 
Stapleton, an executive member of the council, had been selected as a 


Winnipeg candidate. ie 


The biggest labor issues were the demands for a provincial 
labor code and bargaining rights for civil servants. 


James A. McLenaghen, Minister of Labor and Attorney-Ceneral, 
talked of preparations by the provincial government to "re-enter the 
legislative field on labor and industry,” as the Dominion Government 
retired from it. Mr. McLenaghen said that all provincial programs would 
have’ to be viewed from a national perspective to achieve “concerted 
national planning and nation-wide uniformity.” On the much debated labor 
code the Conservative minister promised a "round table discussion" of 
employers and labor organization executives to create the code. If ee 
Mr. McLenaghen's labor code committee was strongly condemned by CCF and 
union officials, who withdrew from it, because of its alleged "anti- 
union character." CCF advertisements called the matter an attempt to 


"compromise labor on the eve of the elections by the setting up of a 
ve (Ae 


discussions did not work the government itself would create the code, 


phony...committee, 


Mr. McLenaghen counter-attacked by claiming that S. J. Farmer 
had left no "legacy of progress" towards a labor code while he was 
Minister of Labor. The coalition minister charzed that Mr. Farmer's 
haste in wanting a provincial labor code could be "detrimental" to the 
achievement of a national labor code which was desired by Canadian 
unions. A provincial code, he said, ™...would be the one effective way 


4 
of making certain that there would never be a dominion code." ? 


—— 
71 WFP, September 26, 1945, p. 3. 
72 WFP, September 13, 1945, np. 4, 


73 WEP, September 22, 1945, p. 4. 
74 WFP, October 9, 1945, p. 6. 
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The Coalition Government was under heavy attack from many 
quarters on the labor front. The International Fur and Leatherworkers 
local unions called for all candidates to commit themselves to the 
75 Winnipeg candidate A. N, 
Robertson said a CCF government would appoint a full-time Minister of 
Labor and take a careful look at Saskatchewan's Labor Relations Board 
and collective bargaining agreements with civil servants. Mr. Robertson 


criticized the coalition for failing to guard against the lay-offs which 
76 


promotion of a provincial labor code. 


resulted from the closing of war plants. 


LPP leader William Kardash summarized his criticisms of Labor 
Minister McLenaghen and coalition labor legislation on Winnipeg's CKRC 
radio station: 
Here is the labor record of the coalition government. Shamefully low 
minimum wages, discrimination against female employees through lower 
pay for the same work, no legislation to provide two weeks vacation 
with pay, no shorter hour work week, and discrimination in the civil 
Bemvice, (7 
The “discrimination in the civil service” was described by Independ- 
ent Lewis Stubbs as the failure of the provincial government to pay decent 
salaries and wages to civil servants. "Instead of the government being 
a model employer,” Mr. Stubbs argued, ™...it is the worst of any large 
scale employer in the province.... The salaries and wages paid by the 
city are bad enough, but by and large, those paid by the province are 25 
to 50 per cent worse.” Lewis Stubbs advocated organization of the civil 
servants along trade union lines (not a company union) in which “those 


: 278 
who now dominate the present association would not even be eligible. ? 


Winnipeg Labor Council's George Stapleton described returning 
soldiers as "the most important problem" in the labor field. He discussed 


> WEP Sept, 27, 01005, p, 3. 
76 WFP, Sept, 26, 1945, p. 5. 
77 WEP, October 12, 1945, p. 5. 
78 WFP, October 9, 1945, p. 6. 
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the failure of the former Manitoba administrations and the important new 
roles for labor as he asked his CKY radio audience; 
How can these boys live on sub-standard wages? Is that the reward 
of preserving democracy at home? The trade unions try to protect the 
soldiers, but the labor movement must have a voice, along with capital, 
in the management of industry. The workers know that they will not 


receive a labor code worth the paper it is written on from the 
coalition government in Manitoba, 


The coalition had their opportunity and failed miserably to meet the 
post-war period. We who have been born and raised in»wWinnipeg do not 
easily forget the hungry lines at the soup kitchens, the marching 
reliefers, the smashed heads of demonstrators, This was the work of 
the old parties. We do not want the soldiers selling apples on 
street COrNeTSao If we are sincere, we will elect a people's govern- 
ment--the CCF, 


Education Issues. 


The major educational issues during the 1945 campaign were: firstly 
in Winnipeg, the lack of a school for deaf children. The Tuxedo school 
which had originally been built for that purpose had been transferred to 
military use as a wireless school, and now various associations and parent 
groups called on the government and Education Minister J, C, Dryden to 
re-open the Tuxedo school. A. N. Robertson (CCF-Winnipeg) said the loss 
of the deaf school when added to teacher shortages, and Winnipeg's forced 
responsibility for schooling the mentally deficient because of provincial 
neglect, equalled a government education program, the sum of which was 


"complete failure," 


A special education committee recommendation to establish larger 
school divisions had been made earlier in the year. It would be the 
subject of bitter debate in a variety of constituencies in future campaigns, 
and was, on the face of it at least, a serious threat to the old principle 
of one school board for each school building, which was an umbrella for 
the control of minorities of their schools. The constituency of LaVerendrye 


79 WFP, Sept. 28, 1945, p. 5. 
80 WFP, October 5, 1945, p. 2. 
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was the isolated instance of debate on this issue in 1945, 92 


In northern constituencies thé lack of schools for children in 
isolated areas and continued teacher shortazes were issues raised by 
Bendidates/°- 


Education Minister Dryden explained teacher shortages by blaming 
military enlistment for a lack of personnel. Temporary permits for young 
teachers just out of high school, he claimed, had worked well, and he 
promised future equalization grants to school districts and high schools, 
which would thus handle the question of low-paid teachers. He described 
the government's new comprehensive system of scholarships and bursaries 
as the best in Ganeaae? 


Northern Issues, 


The government under J. S, McDiarmid's leadership continued to 
expand its program of northern development and, aside from the Manitoba 
Motor League and individuals demanding completion of a Flin FlonThe Pas 
highway, there was little @iscussion in most parts of the province on 
horthern issues. In the northern communities, of course, things were 
different. There were indications of dissatisfaction and frustration 
with the shortage of government services and facilities. In The Pas, 
various women's organizations protested the possible removal of the area's 
only public health nurse, ostensibly because the premium space of the 
Community Building was required for the Departinent of Mines and Resources, 


As the case progressed it became a matter of a provincial shortage of 


81 WFP, Oct. 5, 1945, p. 2, 


81 Roger Turenne in his unpublished M.A. thes s: "The Minority 
and the Ballot Box: A Study of Voting Behavior of the French-Canadians of 
Manitoba 1888-1967," (University of Manitoba, 1969), discusses the 
Situation in other predominantly French-speaking constituencies, St. 
Boniface already had an enlarged division. Since Edmond Prefontaine 
Opposed the larger divisions the Social Credit Party allowed him to be 
Slected without contest in Carillon. pp. 129-130. 


82 The Northern Mail, October 5, 1945, p. 3. 
83 WFP, Sept, 15, p. 20, and Sept. 17, 1945, p. 7. 


457 


~, ics has . fe 
lh. Spade cate 


epee etl yn 


sai od aT sank anh io 


joutiitds 26% el ponits Ae" digas, Ore prea felbe 1 
if how het denen. orci weRuelndione’ : rete ony Seunks 


i 


i stat seer beat alax¢ en sagan 
toto Ys AeeT | enenoM te ts vont s 0% 3 
plbeet De KOW met: st eh, ol kode Aha Bet _ . ; q 
bis ot obeeke Kocrt om int sheets poe i 
eo) 0 « saakatonet ta wnt th. aa taemp wet, att 


Win (A ast banger ner mF rhea ot Ki 


nt C3 Pa. a le ete soft | gat in picts a stab 
i BD Tae tsa Fak sca | Sar we pantbanos! hy “ORPTED ‘uae aon 
? 4S nit FS PY, yes sot rey? tae "oe ot at shir ea a " | ‘eit ee ; ak: 


a 


« biganmarete bilte, - Sastant aaah ome 4 ero! seohat oe 
a Le a wot £ awe ‘bast wpb wr ary + SeMnIE Ly roa ag € 
pwlitt °ea faveiner ‘0 ote #204 ud Bepans iy en ontae boss 
et a nora at | ‘eosito yietawns ee 1 dai 


nye teeanel ict went be, _esepdeaaita ined or eropers om ‘ pethe] | 


Hy ea 


eres 09d ah bee 8, P 


ke 


ee ee Lew hs: 4 f ‘eats f 
tte Pipi ee, | ae A . Ebel 
hy OE TY 5 SS tent ia t/ha 
ay 


458 


nurses. 


Berry Richards, running as Independent CCF described similar 
shortages and lacking services in areas like Churchill, He claimed the 
northern areas were forgotten because local residents owned no land or 
property on which to be taxed for services. Such an attitude, he claimed, 
overlooked that the northern people in communities like Churchill were 
being taxed in "fur royalities, timber leases, stumpage fees, hay leases" 
and helping to make up McDiarmid's $450,000 departmental profit.”° A 
vigorous debate also ensued in The Pas constituency over the death of a 
group of Indians in Gillam, where a whooping cough epidemic ravaged 
amongst already tubercular children. Again, it was a question of whether 
the government had supplied adequate service, Richards claiming the 
government had “hushed up" the affair, and government supporters explaining 
that definite action had merely been delayed by adverse weather bandit ons 


The government's program for hydro development was criticized for 
proceeding much too cautiously with a failure to sense that the production 
of power would develop the north in the same way as electrification would 
increase rural production, Government speakers spoke a much surplus 


power and of the need for eventual private devéldépment. 


A perennial matter was the Hudson's Bay Railway and the lack of 
interest seemingly directed to keeping it in good repair and ensuring 
maximum usage. The activities of the Hudson's Bay Route Association were 


88 
significant in keeping the issue alive during election time, 


A Sherridon, Manitoba delegation at the nominating convention for 
@ coalition candidate for The Pas constituency urged their member "to do 


all in his power” to have the provincial government urge the Dominion to 


84 The Northern Mail, Setp. 12, p. 1; Sept. 14, p. 2; and 
Oct. 3, 1945, p. 3. 


85 The Northern Mail, Oct. 5, 1945, p. 3. 
86 Ibid. Front page coverage on Oct. 5, 9, 10, & 12, 1945. 


87 The Northern Mail, Oct. 3, p. 2; Oct. 5, p. 3; and Oct. 9, 
1945, pe as 


88 Ibid., Sept. 14, p. 3; Sept, 24, p. 1; Sept. 26, p. 1. 
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"make use of the Hudson's Bay line as the outlet for shipment of 

Canadian commodities to Raropec 7 Coalition candidate Robert F, Milton 

agreed, and later promised his constituents as wetl, that a post-war 

reconstruction committee set up in 1943 had made completion of a Flin 

Flon-The Pas highway a priority as part of the Athapapuskow park develop- 
90 

ment along the proposed route, 


What is interesting to note about the outlines of development 
explained to the electorate by J. S. McDiarmid is that whenever he made 
announcements--whether they were promises of more aircraft to patrol 
forests, or reports on the rise in mineral production, forestry products, 
or increase in numbers of fur farms, trappers’ and fishing licenses--they 
almost always coincided with defences of the government's co-operative 
stance with the federal government. "Continuity" was therefore essential, 
Mr. McDiarmid argued, and then, perhaps most significantly, he would 
explain how a pioneer spirit of labor, know-how, and capital to develop 
resources would continue to build up Manitoba, "There are people who do 
not see what is all too plainly written for all to see--that the dynamic 
at the root of all our jobs and all our wealth production is the un- 
nd Milton, 
his northern colleague asserted that "free enterprise by its very nature 


quenchable desire of you and I and everyone to get ahead. 


provides...unconscious checks and balances" for development, that socialism 
would have to do “by supervision” and a “loss of initiative, efficiency 


and personal freedom. "?~ 


Such comments reflectéd the deeper issue perennially involved in 
these campaigns where the chief opposition, and therefore alternative 
government, was of a socialist nature: “what is the dynamic which leads 


to development and progress?" 


89 WFP, Sept. 21, 1945, p. 20. 

90 The Northern Mail, Oct. 3, 1945, pe 2. 

Ql WFP, Sept. 22, 1945, p. 17. Also Oct. 13, p. 8. 
92 The Northern Mail, Oct. 3, 1945, p. 2. 
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The Minor Parties. 


The smaller political parties had their answers to the implicit 
or underlying issue hidden in the McDiarmid and Milton praise of free 
enterprise. Miss Salome Halldorson condemned all other political parties 
but her own as “blindly following the beaten path of old money policies,” 
She described the Social Credit way under which: 
«»ethe shortage of buying power would be made up by an issue of debt- 
free money given to you in the form of a monthly dividend, reduced 
prices and reduced taxation, the amount distributed being measured 
scientifically so as to avoid both inflation and deflation, That way, 
there could be full employment wa pot regimentation, Our people 
would have security with freedon. : 
Social Credit policy and even Alberta practice was not an issue 
in 1945 as it had been in 1936 and 1941. All that was left of a circle 
of issues about the party, its program, and activities in Manitoba were 
amere handful of candidates, some waning Quebec Creditisme influence with 
Franco-Manitobans, two coalition members, and the party’s small part in 
the larger issue: what constitutes the most appropriate political philosophy 
in the post-war world? 


A Mr. J. Shepherd speaking for the campaign's lone Socialist Party 
of Canada candidate, James Milne, expressed that party’s position in the 
course of answering criticisms that the party should advance social reforms, 
hence, improving the condition of workers and bringing support to the 
socialist cause. His reply to the criticism was that: 


eeethe task of the Socialist Party is to establish Socialism, and 
that, as this can only be accomplished by a working class possessing 
an understanding of the issues involved, our propaganda must at all 
times be directed to spreading the essential socialist knowledge for 
the task ahead. This could never be accomplished by a party which 
became entangled in the advocacy of numerous reforms because those who 
would be attracted by the reform measures would soon swamp the 
Socialist element and the party would then degenerateinto another Labor 
reform movement, such as the CCF and the Labor Progressive parties 

are now. 


93 WFP, Oct. 12, 1945, p.- 10. Miss Halldorson was speaking for 
Winnipeg Social Credit candidate, F/S T. H. Taylor. 


94 WFP, Oct. 13, 1945, p. 9. 
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The Labor Progressive Party, as we have seen, was particularly 
critical of the CCF’s failure to encourage a left-labor coalition. Of 
the many elements of the LPP manifesto--use of the HBR route, a provincial 
health plan, basic minimum salaries for teachers, and an eighteen year 
voting age--it was their talk of housing needs which was of considerable 
importance in the campaign. More established parties scarcely mentioned 
housing and LPP candidates made much of the fact that their leader had 
proposed provincial loans to home builders and with lower down-payments, 
only to have the proposal blocked by the Garson Government. LPP adver- 
tisements called attention to the National Housing Act under which only 
persons earning more than $1900 annually were eligible for loans. The 
LPP noted that seventy per cent of Winnipeggers earned less than $1900. 7° 
Assiniboia LPP candidate, Trooper W., C, Ross claimed that one-half of 
96 National LPP 
leader Tim Buck claimed that by investing ten per cent of the cost of 


returned service personnel faced a housing shortage, 


housing and asking the Dominion to provide the balance the province could 
7 


"launch a determined and comprehensive policy on housing.” 


The housing concern tended to be shared more in outlying areas where 
there was a recognition that homes meant people and employment, Some 
advocated that proper planning might ensure employment associated with the 
location of new houses, "All the ex-servicemen needing homes cannot live 


in Winnipeg,” said the editor of the Souris Piaindewiese 


The Minor Issues and Results, 


less predominant matters included the growing concern for expanded 


Old-age pensions. Comparisons were made with Saskatchewan and one corres- 


B5 WFP, Sept. 29, 1945, p. 4. 
96 WFP, Oct. 9, 1945, p. 6. 
97 WFP, Oct. 13, 1945, p. 8. 


98 The Souris Plaindealer, Sept. 12, 1945, p. 2. The editor of 
The Northern Mail blamed the loss of the area's public health nurse on a 
housing and building shortage, Oct. 5, 1945, p. 2. 
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pondent described the government's "dismal record" on old-age pensions 
where, the president of the Manitoba Pensionsers’ Society, George Palmer, 
said, "nothing had been done."?7 


Winnipeg citizens complained of the government's handling or Dr, 
George Davidson, a doctor. convicted of malpracticé in the treatment of 
cancer, lewis St. G. Stubbs championed their concern declaring that Dr, 
Davidson had been a "victim of the medical hierarchy" and that he had not 
even received a copy of the evidence presented at the commission which 
investigated and tried him in his absence 277 


Mr. Stubbs continued to be the great defender of various Winnipeg 
causes and of the city's position generally. On his CKY radio broadcasts 
he compared Winnipeg to other large Canadian cities noting that the 
Manitoba capital was behind in old-age pensions, railway taxation, prov- 
incial subsidies, school grants and the city's share of motor licence 
fees and social aid costs Mr, Stubbs charged that Stuart Garson used 
Manitoba’s position vis-a-vis the federal govenment as an excuse for 
failing to implement existing powers which would end the “unjust treat- 
ment of Winnipeg." Under-representation in the legislature had gone on 
unchanged for a quarter of a century, candidate Stubbs noted, where a 
city with one-third of the province's population continued to have but 
ten of fifty-five seats, The answer as to why such under-representation 
persisted he claimed was ",..because it suited the political purposes 
and fortunes of the Bracken and Garson governments to maintain the 
status quo, so that they could favor rural Manitoba, whence came their 


political strength, and exploit Winnipeg.” oe 


Lewis St. George Stubbs was re-elected in Winnipeg once more 
while the coalition as well returned to power with little difficulty. 
The results gave the Conservatives and Liberal-Progressives almost the 


same number of seats as in the previous house. The CCF increased its 


99 WFP, October 6, 1945, p. 22. 
100 WFP, October 12, 1945, p. 2. 
101 WFP, October 2, 1945, p. 7. 
102 WFP, September 29, 1945, p. 2. 
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number of seats to ten, including The Pas Independent Berry Richards, 


But, more significantly, the CCF received 2,000 votes more than the 


Liberal~Progressives. 


That there was something to the Stubbs charges of Winnipeg's 
under-representation can be seen by examining CCF support in Winnipeg, 
Its total percentage of the popular vote (34.1) brought it only 17.9 per 


cent of the seats in the house (and 9 out of 10 were urban seats), 


whereas Liberal-Progressives, with'a slightly lower percentage of total 
popular vote (33.2), had 44.6 per cent of the seats, and only 3 of their 


25 seats were urban, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1945, 


PART Y 
Coalition. 


Liberal-Progressive 
Progressive Conservative 
Social Credit 
Independents 


Totals. 
Anti-Coalition. 


CCF 

Labor Progressive Party 
Social Credit 
Independents ' 


Totals. 


SR RN NEE RTD 
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SEATS 
WON 


POPULAR 
VOTE 


72,679 
39, 834 
2,953 
59754 


121,220 


Thy 245 
10, 566 

913 
11,586 


97,810 


103 The alternative or transferable voting system used in rural 
areas in the elections of 1927, 1932 and 1936 had reverted back to the 
Straight plurality system in 1941, 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1945. 


Major, Province-wide. 


1. The Government's Record and Post-War Development. (Key, Cluster). 
(a) The record--achievements versus inaction, 
(b) Socialism versus free enterprise. 
(1) Opposition experience, (Right). 
(c) Comparisons with Saskatchewan. 
(1) Influx of spokesmen, (Political), 
(d) Financial versus “human issues." (Left), 


(e) Federal-provincial conference. (Dodge), 


2. Coalition as the Means. (Political). 
(a) Non-partisanship versus principle. 


/ 


(b) One-party government. 
(c) Role of the CCF in coalition. 


Minor and/or Local. 


Labor. (Sectional), 
(a) Provincial labor code, 
(b) Bargaining rights for civil servants. 
(c) Work for veterans. 


(d) Governnent record in old-age pensions. 


Agriculture, (Sectional), 
(a) Farm tenure and foreclosure protection. 
(b) Crop and hail insurance, 
(c) Rural electrification. (Concern). 


Education, 
(a) School for deaf children, (Concern). 
(o) Larger school divisions. (New). 
(c) Lack of schools in north. (Local). 
(a) Teacher shortages and low salaries. (Perennial). 


Health, 
(a) Shortage of government services and facilities. (Social, Local), 
(b) Venereal disease control, (Social, ‘lew, Unprompted). 
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Minor and/or Local--Health--cont'd. 


(c) Philosophy of health care. (Diffuse, Underlying) 
(ad) Medical Hierarchy and malpractice of Dr. Davidson. (Isolate). 


Low-cost housing. (General, Province-wide). 

Newspaper Advertisements War. (Side). 

Hydro Needs in North. 

Government Achievements in North, (Local). 

Maintenance and Jse of HBR. (Perennial, Local). 

Indian Deaths at Gillam. (Local). 

Flin-Flon to The’ Pas Highway. (Local), 

Under-Representation of Winnipeg in House, (Local, Perennial). 
Winnipeg's Share of Services and Costs. (Local, Perennial). 
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_PROVINCE OF MANITOBA 
OFFICIALS OF THE LEGISLATURE 


Clerk of the House—H. H. Dunwoody. Apptd. 1930. 
Sergeant-at-Arms—Henry Stanley Bennett. 
Provincial Librarian—J. L. Johnston. Apptd. July 1, 


1937. 


Legislative Counsel—Gerald S. Rutherford. Appointed 
Oct. 4, 1941. LP=Libera/-Froyressive C~ coalition 


4 &PR = Laber 


- MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTION, 1945 
Nominations, Oct. 5, 1945; 


ARTHUR 
: Johw Re Pitt (LPs ee 1,158 
’ Guy Craven, (CCF) ........... . 448 
' ASSINIBOIA | 
Emest R. Drcffin, (CCF) .. 2,948 
David A. Best. (PC) ,. 2,778 


William C. Ross, (00) FP. ‘333 
BEAUTIFUL PLAINS 


Dr. J. S: Poole; (PC) 2.2 ela 5 
A. J. M. Poole, (CCF) 2m 902 
BIRTLE 
eC; Bell (LP) Sees. | . 1,887 
GHB. Reed, (CCE) — = ee YA 
BRANDON 


Leslie H. McDorman, (LP) .. 3,088 

Peter McDuffe, (OO) CCF... 1,650 

Dwight, L. Johnson gCCF) . 1554 
jag 


CARILLON 
Edm. Prefontaine, (LP) —.. Accl. 
CYPRESS 
James L. Christie, (LP) _... 1434 
Robin C. Parsons, (@C) .... 870 
DAUPHIN 
Robert Hawkins, (LP) ... 2s 2,312 
M. W. Crydermcn, (CCF) .. 1,277 
DELORAINE vs 
James O. Argue, (PC) -. Accl. 
DUFFERIN 


Earl T. Collins, (IndX¢)}.... Accl. 


Cz anti-coalition 
i where used. 


voting, Oct. 15, 1945. 


EMERSON 
J. ‘R., Solomon, (LP)° .......... tae ,033 
N. C. McLean, @8aP)/V2& !8%1 097 
P. J. Olchowecki, (60) CCF 753 


ETHELBERT 
M. M. Sandiego 0 <a ee 
John” Dubus, (00) £22. 163 
FAIRFORD 
Hon. S. S. Garson, (LP) .... 1.254 
G.. W. Leanord,. (CGF). ........295 
FISHER 


N. V. Bachynsky, Nar 


L. W. Michalchuk, Cc .| #58 
John Kapusta, (OO) LP . 166 


GILBERT PLAINS 


Dr. S. W. Fox, (SC) (€)... 1.375 
W. G. Doak (CCF) 2). 21,179 
GIMLI 
Dr. S. O. Thompson, (LP) .... 2,133 
S S. Johnson, EPP =. 437, 
M. J. Sago (OO) Af7#......-.- 246 
GLADSTONE 
Hon. Wm. Morton, (LP) ..... Accl. 
GLESNWOOD 
Gilbert H. Grant, (LP) .— 1,741 
Leslie V. Robgfison, (CCF) . 698 


HAMIOTA 


Hon. N. L. Turnbull, (SC)(¢) 1.578 
Stanley Dawley, (CCF) aoe 380 
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SUPTEMBER 29 TO NOVEMBER 10, 1949 


oA RT Y Le A.D 2 R CANDIDATES 
Coalition, 

Liberal -Progressive Douglas L. Campbell 45 
Progressive Conservative Errick Willis if 
Baeependents = EE ee ee 7 
Anti-Coalition. 

CCF Hdwin A, Hansford 26 
Labor Progressive Party William A. xardash 2 
Independent Progressive Conservatives ---- - 6 
Independent Liberals = = -+#==2=- 3 
Independent Liberal-Progressives = --=-° 1 
Bererendentmtaboraion of § mvrted of oofternsseue = 1 
Independents ----- 4 


43 single member plurality districts. St. Boniface two-member 
district and Winnipeg three four-member districts use Hare P.R. 
Total H a7. e 


Introducing the Issues. 


Extensive post-war development resulting in great diversification 
and mechanization in agriculture and industry took place between the 


years 1945 and 1949 in Manitoba, Stuart Garson had led his governnent 
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to an agreement with Ottawa whereby he would desist from collecting any 
4ncome or corporation taxes for a five year period for a lump sum annual 
payment of $13,500,000 from the Dominion treasury. Believing his work 
to be completed in Manitoba, Mr, Garson resigned as Premier and took 

his place as Minister of Justice and Attorney-General in Louis St, 
Laurent'’s Liberal federal sovernment in “November, 1948, He was re- 
placed as Premier by Dourlas L. Campbell, forver Minister of Agri- 
culture and Immigration, and member for Lakeside constituency since 
1922, 


Immediately following a Liberal-Prorressive convention which 
carried a resolution in favor of remaining in coalition rather narrowly 
over opposing young and federal liberals, 418-261, Mr. Canvbell called 
an election.- He save as reasons for his decision his desire to have the 
electorate approve his government's large financial commitments for 
road-building, rural electrification and power development. He also 
cited as reasons for the campaign, changes in sovernnent personnel and 
challenges to his new leadership. ‘ ir, Campbell's Deputy Premier, 
Minister of Public Works and still leader of the Conservative Party, 
Errick Willis, reported that the election was called to endorse Mr, 
Campbell, solicit a mandate for the kind of Dominion-provincial con- 
ferences taking place, and, with four sessions of the house completed, 


to ask for approval of the hydro development schemes, 


The unpredictable months of October and November 1949 were to 
witness the discussion of a nyriad of contentious issues throughout the 
province, | 


The kinds of tax agreements entered into by Manitoba would con- 
stitute a major province-wide election issue although not nearly as 
heated a matter as the kind of services, or lack of same, the tax 


revenue supplied the taxpayer. 
Se 


Editorial, Saturday Night, October 11, 1949, p. 84. 


WEP, Novenber 2, 1949, p. 6. 
WFP, October 13, 1949, p. 28. 
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Both Manitoba and neighboring Saskatchewan were developing 
province-wide health schemes with differing emphases and antagonistic 
underlying philosophies. Comparisons between the two, along with alarm- 
ing shortages of hospital staff, made this perhaps one of the most 
distinguishing issues of the campaign. 


In a more perennial vein the pros and cons of the coalition 
returned, although in 1949 new intra-party dissatisfaction saw the rise 
of the Manitoba Democratic Movement, a miniature coalition designed to 
end the larger one, 


The growth of the cold war and its "Communist scare" spirit was 
a matter to divide the supporters of labor and left wing movements, and 
in July of 1949 Berry Richards was expelled from the CCF, He epitomized 
that party's disunity in the 1949 campaien, 


Hydro development had moved ahead but the demands of the highly 
successful farm electrification program still out-stripped its output. 
The North still hungered for increased government attention and invest- 
ment, particularly in the fishing industry, for road building, and for 


proper use and maintenance of the Hudson's Bay RailLraad, 


Debate on Manitoba's teacher shortage and the standard time 
versus daylight saving time controversy raged across the province. And 
in the dying days of the campaign the lifting of the federal rent 


controls would move the issue of housing needs into center stage. 


Major Clusters: (1) The Covernment's Record, 


Harly in the campaign it was apparent that the general adminis- 
trative record of the Garson-Campbell Government would once again be a 
major issue, The stringent budget practices continued unabated under the 
new Premier, who boasted the retirement of $37,000,000 of debt in nine 
years of coalition ove iienty” Provincial-Treasurer J, C, Dryden com- 


4 WFP, Oct. 11, 1949, ». 6. 
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pared Manitoba's revenue position to other provinces by noting that 

his government had achieved the lowest per capita debt in Canada, 

the lowest tax rate of any province save Prince dward Island and the 
lowest gasoline taxes in Canada, Cancellation of direct relief debts 
owed by the municipalities to the province, along with the province's 
withdrawal from railway taxes in favor of the municipalities, were noted 


as measures greatly strengthening municipal paveranentee: 


Coalition advertisements carried the comparative figures which 
portrayed Dryden's arguments and stressed the administrative capacity of 
a coalition of parties as they overcame distance and a scattered population | 
to supply the many government services, One such advertisement concluded 
by noting the Coalition's purpose. 


With one thought in mind--the provision of the best services and 
the best administration possible consistent with economy, the men 
of your government are working together harmoniously in the best 
interests of Manitoba citizens, Together, they represent a highly- 
trained, experienced group of administrators, A vote for your 6 
coalition candidate will ensure the continuation of this administration. 
Edwin A. Hansford, CCF party leader, indulged in some comparisons 
also, as he answered Premier Campbell‘’s claims. In the first place Hansford 
noted that the $13,500,000 received by the province for vacating taxes 
compared unfavorably to the $50,000,000 being collected by Ottawa out of 
the province and its municipalities, ’ Manitoba's $37,000,000 debt 
reduction was small in comparison to Saskatchewan's $69,000,000 reduction 


in five years, the CCF leader also notes 


The vigorous Independent-Liberal Edmond Prefontaine also claimed 
that Premier Campbell failed to tell the whole story of provincial debt. 
He described Mr. Campbell's remarks to his Carillon constituents: 
He is making the statement that the debt has been reduced by $37,000,000 


in nine years, and leaves it at that. From his statements one would 
believe that this is the situation today. 


WFP, October 15, 1949, p. 9. 

The Souris Plaindealer (Souris, Manitoba), Nov. 2, 1949, p. 3. 
The Northern Mail (The Pas, Man.), Nov. 2, 1949, p. 1. 

WFP, October 14, 1949, pv, ll. 
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The full story is that the debt is now increasing by leaps and 

bounds. It increased by $8,000,000 last year and might increase 

by $25,000,000 this year because this is the part of this year's 

bribery election budget that is, in part at least, being financed 

through borrowings.9 

The Free Press accounted for Saskatchewan's allegedly superior 

position in handling debt by claiming that $44,368,000 of that province's 
$68,500,000 debt had been due to federal cancellation, and much of the 
balance had been reduced by repayments from a variety of other government 
agencies like the wheat pool, co-operatives, and telephone department. 
The Free Press claimed that if a comparison were made of reductions by 
funds from revenue from 1939 to 1948, Manitoba’s $19 million plus would 


look very good beside Saskatchewan's mere $52,000, 2° 


The Winnipeg daily carried a lengthy series of articles by 
Saskatchewan Liberal leader Walter Tucker which were designed to convince 
readers that money in CCF Saskatchewan was wasted on a “vastly increased 
civil service." Saskatchewan wasted funds, Tucker claimed, on “numerous 
costly and uneconomic socialistic business enterprises,” where net funded 


debt was three times as large as that of Manitoba..+ 


Once again, since the CCF served as Manitoba's chief opposition 
‘party, the questions of administrative efficiency led to the "free enter- 
prise versus socialist" debate, The last of this long series of articles 


by the Saskatchewan Liberal leader concluded with an energetic denunciation 


of Saskatchewan's socialist experiment. 


In these articles there has been set out the record of a party which 
made glowing promises and maintained that these promises were not to 
be regarded in the same light as promises made by other parties. 


Obviously it is a record of failure to perform, of the creation of 
conditions leading to lack of development in the province, of great 
expansion of expenditure of public money in perhaps the most vul- 
nerable economy of all Canada. 


9 WFP, Oct. 22, 1949, v. 13. 
10 Editorial: “Debt Comparisons,” WFP, Oct. 24, 1949, p. 17. 


11 The editorial: "Manitoba and Saskatchewan Debt Corfarisons,” 
discusses Tucker's articles, WFP, Oct. 26, 1949, p. 19. 
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Saskatchewan has paid and is continuing to pay a high peace for 
entrusting the direction of its affairs to Socialists. 

Hence we have a cluster of issues related to the general adminis- 
trative record of the Coalition Government. Was coalition an improvement 
over allegedly less efficient multi-party attempts at governing? How did 
the coalitions record stand up against its neighboring socialist _ 
province? In the light of those comparisons what could be said for free 
enterprise as against socialist-inspired administrations? 


‘Gordon Fines, Winnipeg CCF candidate, was one of many who added 
a fourth matter in this circle of issues: was the coalition able to 
boast of balanced budgets because of higher local boxcar. Citing recently 
| published Bank of Montreal figures, Fines noted that Manitoba's municipal 
debt was twice as much as Ba ciueehewanese t George C, McLean, Mayor of 
St. Boniface and president of the Canadian Federation of Mayors and 
Municipalities, called the need for municipal revenue “the most important 
issue" facing the electorate, As he called for more unemployment relief 
he challenged provincial candidates to take a position on a proposed fifty 
per cent increase in monies from the province, and asked whether candidates 
would support immediate implementation of a bill to encourage subsidized 
housing. McLean nae called for a larger municipal share of liquor profits 


and gasoline taxes, 


Municipal Affairs Minister, Sauveur Marcoux defended his government 
by explaining the benefits to Manitoba from the Dominion-provincial 
taxation agreements, and noting that while such benefits might be down 
somewhat in 1949 they had been applied to the poorer municipalities and 
with a minimum of provincial Srenierendane | However, there seems little 
doubt that both rural and suburban municipalities were extremely hard 
pressed financially. An Assiniboia Reeve, (adjoining Winnipeg proper) 


12 WFP, Oct. 27, 1949, p. 35. 
13 WFP, Oct. 15, 1949, p. 20. 


14 The figures were Manitoba: $51,000,000; Saskatchewan: 
$23,000,000. WFP, Nov. 1, 1949, p. 25. 


15 WFP, Oct. 20, 1949, p. 12. 
16 WFP, Oct. 28, 1949, p. 12. 
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accurately described the situation for most municipalities, The 
Manitoba Government, he said: 


eee@Xacts more from and gives less to the municipalities than any 
other government in Western Canada. 


Much has been said about the low provincial per capita debt and per 
Capita tax of this province but little has been said about the growing 
municipal debt, the increasing number of municipalities which in late 
years have ceased to operate on a cash basis...It is difficult to 
build up a healthy financial position if you are collecting the money 
and someone else is paving the bills. 


It was idle to say the provincial per capita tax was low...because 
persons who own or rent land paid heavy municipal taxes for those 
things which are primarily a URES a responsibility and which have 
been thrust upon the municipalities. 

In Winnipes proper feelings were not unlike those expressed in 
Assiniboia. At a Town Hall meeting held to discuss civic elections the 
meeting quickly turned to provincial matters. "Slashing attacks" were 
made on the provincial government because of its control of Winnipeg Hydro. 
The attacks were seen as yet another evidence of the desire for municipal 
control of revenues. The Free Press reported the commencement of the 
meeting as follows: 

Ronald Moran, CCF candidate {civic] opened the session with a stinging 
rebuke of the provincial government which he said took “enormous 


profits from the city in liquor, amusement, para-mutual and auto 
gasoline taxes", 


“In return", he declared, “it gives small grants which ought to make 
Mr. Campbell (Premier Douglas L. Campbell) [sic] blush. 

The same meeting also saw concern expressed over taxes as they 
related to Winnipec's education budget. It was argued that seventy per 
cent of the city's tax revenues were taken by the province while only six 
per cent of Winnipes's education expenses were covered by the coalition 
government, This low figure compared unfavorably to some municipalities 
which received as high as ninety per cent of their education budget from 


the provincial governnent.?? 


17 WFP, Nov. 7, 1949, p. 12. 
18 WFP, Oct. 22, 1949, p. 1. 
19 WFP, Oct. 22, 1949, p. 7. 
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Qne final issue can he added to the cluster discussed ahove: 

the arsunent, perhaps best put forward by SCF leader Hansford, that the 
Coalition Covermment"s balanced buisets were echieved at the expense of 
decreased social services, Hensford claimed that the Provincial Treasurer 
Geliberately underestimated his budgets year by year and overestinated 
expenditares so that “when asked for an increzse in pensions, or mother's 
allowances, the Treasurer then complains that the buiset is too ticht, 72 
Er. Hansford and his CCF Party seemed lacking in imagination and vitality 
in 1949 accordine to some sources, ~~ but on the question of balanced budcets 
@t the cost of lost services Hensfori wes reportedly eloguent. 

This is the reason for the zovermment's financial position. That 

huge surplus wes piled up at the exvense of the old-ase pensioner, 

the farmer's dauchter lackine school facilities ...and the widowed 

mother with three children, If the Premier semts to make his record 


in provincial SS5nencing @ major issue in this campaign, we accept 
the challence, 


Bajor Cimsters: (2) Health Issues, 


Perhaps the most significant area of the challenze to the record 
of provincial services wes that of health, The nub of the issue was again 
@ comparison of the relative success of Manitoba's Blue Cross volmmtary 
scheme as against Sesketchewen's compulsory health plan. The Manitoba 
) Scheme had its earliest bezinnines in the spring of 1985, esteblishine 
itself in rurel areas via a shered cost to province, mmicipality and 
individual subscriber, The enviable establishment of local health mits 
amd disenostic clinics had early on encountered serious staff shortaces. 
Such shortases in turmm produced a shortase of new clinics and associated 
E=rars and lab tests, or so argued a series of articles contained in the 
Free Press, 73 


20 WFP, Oct. 25, 1949, p. 1. 


21 Frank Yalker, “Manitoba: Love That Coalition,” Saturday Nicht, 
et. 25, 1949, p. 13, Ri-cethhe: Sanford! as: “ctecere. dolarant ae! Lileakie™ 
lacking “political slamour and political strategy.” 


22 WFP, Oct. 25, 199, p. 11. 
23 UFP, Oct. 9, 10 anid 11, 1%9. 
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The Manitoba Government had set up a provincial health advisory 
committee under the chairmanship of Judge J. M, George, Both Ceorge 
and Health and Welfare Minister Ivan Schultz, speaking at the Manitoba 
Hospital Association convention, favored a cessation of hospital con- 
struction until it could be shown that any new hospital could be staffed 
without taking staff from existing institutions. Judge George was 
critical of the government for not taking the stand earlier than it did 
in view of the province's acute nursing ehortaseice The Health Minister, 
in turn, claimed that many small medical units were being built in rural 
areas in an attempt to keep doctors in the country. Local groups were 
pressing for hospital and clinic construction in order to be able to take 
advantage of large Dominion and provincial grants available for such work-- 


but at the cost of exacerbating the professional shortages.“ 


Judge George was also somewhat critical of the government for 
having only too recently offered scholarships for potential doctors. On 
all such matters the Winnipeg Free Press defended the government's actions, 
noting that the shortage of hospital professionals was Canada-wide, that 
the Dominion government shared responsibility, and that increased construction 
in Winnipeg was partly responsible for rural shortanaee-” 


The CCF position was one of vigorous denunciation of what Hansford 
called an “out-of-date” and “patchwork” health scheme. He deplored the 
government's willingness to establish hospital facilities (now delayed by 
staff shortages) before offering a prepared health senenes Winnipeg 
CCF'er Lloyd Stinson associated the government's failures to provide 
adequate health services with the general unhappy situation of old-age 
pensioners, He argued that several provinces paid the same pension as 
Manitoba but offered free medical care in addition. Stinson claimed such 
facts were never made available by the Free Press and Tribune. "Manitoba's 


24 WFP, Oct. 12, 1949, pul. 
25 .Thidep, 23. 


26 WFP, Oct. 13, 1949, p. 23. Winnipeg apparently had 453 beds 
to 248 rural beds under construction, 


27 WFP, Oct. 28, 1949, p. 3. 
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position” was one, he said, "of which the Coalition Governnent should 
be heartily ashamed," 


"Year after year," said Stinson, "we of the opposition side have 
put forward proposals for supplementary allowances and free medical care, 
but the coalition has refused to budge, "~° 


In Assiniboia constituency, home of the Selkirk Mental Hospital, 
the CCF candidate described that hospital as “overcrowded, short-staffed 
and not fire proof." "while some people say ‘that the CCF's volicy is too 
costly, failure to look after these people properly will in the lone run 
be more costly,” he Bade The CCF prosram would offer free treatment 
to the mentally i11 and old-ase and blind pensioners, It would handle the 
staff shortage by offering higher wares and better working conditions. 

It would launch a vigorous construction prosram. ‘The SCF, accordins to 
Hansford, was also prepared to collect a small annual fee from subscribers 


since the progran could not be offered free without federal aide 


The nursing shortage was of course a widely felt issue, In more 
isolated communities like The Pas, for example, there had been no public 
health nurse for a considerable time and the resignation of the -Jorthern 
Health Unit's medical director when added to that of the unit's nurse made 


Sus 


this question a vital election issue, The Superintendent of the Portaye 
la Prairie Hospital arvued that separate nurses residences could attract 
prospective nurses. She attacked the practice of housing nurses in resi- 
dences within hospitals contending that nurses require "a home life quite 
apart from their occupation." The lack of social recreation for student 
hurses and their lonz working hours were also cited as reasons for the 


shortare ~~ 


The editor of a south-western: Manitoba naper prodded the zgovern- 


ment on the nursing shortase, claiming that liinister of Health Schultz 


28 WFP, Oct. 14, 1949, ». 10. 

eon Jip, Oct. 15, 1949, pa 201: 

Pon, Oct. 15, pao, and Oct, 23, 1945, po 3. 
31 The Northern “ail, Oct, 5, 1949, ». 1. 
Pare oct, 12, 1949, ‘9. 29. 
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and Judge George had both failed to consider the reduced number of 
training schools and the consequent loss of applicants as a cause of the 
nursing shortage, The editor also claimed that demands for a grade twelve 
education for nurses put a strain on girls who could not afford to go 


away to obtain that educations? 


In fact, Schultz had told the Hospital Association convention that 
the provincial situation was exacerbated by a federal aid scheme which did 


not include a nursing training program. 


At that same Hospital Association neeting another aspect of the 
health plan issue arose--that of the nature of the advisory commission on 
the plan. Dr. H. S,. #vans, president of the lManitoba Medical Association, 
charged that the provincial "Department of Ilealth intended to pursue its 
policies regardless of the opinions of the conmission."-” The Free Press 
dismissed such a criticism by noting that no resulation devised under 
Manitoba's health act could be enforced without approval of the advisory 


36 


commission, However, the Manitoba Hospital Association was specific 
in its concern as it passed a resolution calling for representation on 
the advisory commission, 


This proposal was made following charses that the health department 
was permitting chanzes in the type of hospital construction once the 
original project was approved by the advisory comaission, B3y having 
a voice on the commission, the association hopes to extend its 
advisory jurisdiction into the actual administration of haspital 
construction, 37 


The Manitoba Medical Association made similar criticisms of the 
health plan, claiming that control of diagnostic clinics in the hands of 


the "health services” extension director fostered poor working relation- 


478 


ships and a lack of local direction. The diagnostic unit plan was described 


by the Association as “detrimental to the over-all health care of the 


33 The Souris Plaindealer, Oct. 19, 1949, p. 2. 
34 WFP, Oct. 12, 1949, p. 1. 
35 WFP, Oct. 12, 1949, p. 23. 
36 Ibid. | 
37 WFP, Oct. 13, 1949, p. 4. 
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people of Manitoba," The plan, centrally directed, worked against 
local advice, The staff were government-appointed civil servants who 
worked different hours than medical office hours, Patients were sent 
away, service was limited by a legislative budget, there was no local 
discretion in hiring and firing, and, the Manitoba Medical Association 
concluded, the program was financially unsound and totally unable to 


38 


offer increased service, 


Major Clusters: (3) The Role of Coalition Covernment, 


The coalition nature of the administration was by now a perennial 
issue which also demanded some official avolozia, ‘hat the attack on the 
coalition may have lacked in total verbosity in 1949, it made up for in 
the germs of structural changes and intra-party disunity. We have already 
observed that the vote against continuing in coalition had been heavy in 
the pre-election Liberal convention. On October 4th, the Progressive 


Conservative executive agreed to remain in the coalition, in keeping 

with an earlier decision made in June, 1943, The fact that the Conservative 
decision had been made by the party's executive was very quickly made a 
public issue by those Conservatives whose participation in the Manitoba 
Democratic Movement was seen as "sewing the seeds of the breakup of 
coalition, ">? 


The long-standing criticisms against coalition seemed somehow to 
be repeated by growing numbers. Letters to the Free Press compared 
Manitoba's system of elections to that of the Soviet Union, condemned 
the growing number of acclamations caused by bi-partisan nominations, and 
noted the growing lack of courage on the part of coalition members to 
participate in election Paveenenae One opponent deplored the subservient 
position of coalition members to its leadership. He spoke of the party 
whip coming "down around the neckf{s) of all the...back-benchers of the 


38 WFP, Oct. 18, ». 7, and Oct. 31, 1945, p. 10. 
39 WFP, Oct. 18, 1949, p. ll. 


ho letters to the editor on the subject of coalition government, 
WFP, Oct. 22, p. 17, and Nov. 5, 1949, ». 25. 
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Bonlition.® = Toronto's Saturday Night said of old defences of the 
coalition like the strengthened hand in Dominion-provincial relations 

that they were “now no more than a convenient explanation of an essentially 
comfortable arrangement. Neither party is prepared to disturb eee 
But it could also be observed that the small group of recalcitrant 
Conservatives might yet "prove embarrassing beyond its size” to Mr, Willis. 


The Manitoba Democratic Movement was a temporary alliance of six 
MLA’s opposed to coalition. G. V. Hastings, a Progressive Conservative 
organizer become provincial secretary for the MDM, described it as a 
"banding together of men of both Liberal and Conservative convictions who 
believe that a truly representative and responsible government must return 
to Manitoba and who are prepared, in order to achieve this end, to act 
together in the legislative assembly until the coalition is ended, without 
in any way affecting their fundamental political beliefs,” 


Edmond Prefontaine was the most noteworthy member of the MDM. From 
his Carillon constituency Prefontaine attacked the coalition as a totally 
uncohesive mix. Cabinet ministers, he said, were divided in their votes 
on issues, and often refused to speak to each other, but hung on tenaciously 
to their positions at a time when the development of Manitoba demanded "the 
most capable and qualified men possible” in the provincial legislature, 

"One of the main results of the coalition system is to maintain a status 
quo in membership in the assembly,” said the renowned Franco-Manitoban, 


rt 
"and to discourage young candidates from seeking election.” 5 


"In order to consolidate coalition," Prefontaine argued, Premier 
Campbell responded to Progressive Conservative Party demands for a turn 
at the premiership by offering the Conservatives an additional cabinet 
position, Premier Campbell had then "created another ministry for the 


41 Letter by Berry Richards and editorial comment. The Northern 
Mail, Nov. 9, 1949, vo. 4. 


42 Walker, "Manitoba: Love that Coalition,” p. 13. 
43 Editorial, Saturday Wight, Nov. 22, 1949, p. 64. 
4, WFP, Oct. 14, 1949, p. ll. 

45 WFP, Oct. 7, 1949, p. 1. 
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Liberals at the expense of the taxpayers, They can get away with 

murder," he said, “because there is no effective opposition to keep 
wtb 

them on their toes, 


Deputy Premier Willis, under considerable attack from various 
quarters of his own party, responded to Prefontaine-like criticisms by 
claiming that Manitoba had more opposition than each of the three Maritime 
provinces, Quebec, and Alberta, Contrary to the IDM contention that 
coalition prevented young and capable personnel from entering the gsovern- 
ment, Mr. Willis argued: 

Most people would quickly admit that all the brains do not rest in 
the heads of one party alone, and therefore it seems logical that by 
using the process of coalition government we should select the best 
men in provincial affairs belonging to the Progressive Conservative 
and Liberal parties to administer the affairs of the province through 
the legislative assembly and the provincial cabinet, 

Deputy Premier Willis still believed that eighty’ to ninety per cent 
of the Manitoba electorate supported the idea of coalition, 


Not all Liberal and Conservative critics of the coalition” linked 
themselves to the MDi, Dufferin Roblin, Independent Progressive Conservative 
and Stephen Juba, Independent Liberal, two names yet to be written large 
in Manitoba history, spoke of the need for an alternative government other 
than the CCF, and of the importance of younger members with new ideas in 
? Others like H, 3. Morrison in Manitou-Morden and 


G. R. Muir in Dufferin believed that even the name Progressive Conservative 


50 


the provincial house, 


was a betrayal of party principles and refused to be so called, 


With such movements afoot CCF'er Llovd Stinson summed up something 
of the climate and of the attitude of many towards the Conservatives who 
participated in the Manitoba Democratic Movement. 


»»ethis new organization really should be called “the Manitoba Un- 
democratic Movement" as its leaders represent the most reactionary, 


46 WFP, Oct. 18, 1949, p. 11. 
47 WFP, Oct. 13, 1949, p. 28. 
48 WFP, Oct. 14, 1949, p. 10. 
49 WFP, Oct. 15, p. 3, and Nov. 9, 1949, p. L, 
50 WFP, Oct. 21, 1949, p. 10. 
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the most ultra-conservative and anti-labor forces in this 
province, To elect such men to office would be to put the clock 
back 35 years to the days of the old Reblin government and those 
who remember that regime certainly don’t want to see a repetition 
Of 71. 

Stinson made the above statement in Iberville constituency just 
north of Winnipeg where one of the most vocal members of the MDM, and one 
Stinson had in mind, had promised another election to return to a straight 
party fight, should MDM members be elected in sufficient numbers, Premier 
Campbell immediately jumped on such a contention noting that not many 
MDM supporters, which he too defined as “the out and out Tory element of 
the Conservative Party," could expect to win election by promising the 
electorate another one right on the heels of their victory .°~ It had been 
Premier Campbell's “aim,” quite to the contrary, "to avoid wearying the 
electors with a series of partisan political speeches." The Premier had 
promised that his coalition campaigners would “refrain from personal 


attacks upon those holding views differing from ours," 


Premier Campbell also re-opened the long-standing issue as to 
the non-partisan nature of coalition administration, and whether provincial 
politics should not be operated, as Srrick Willis had often observed, like 
a "king-size municipality." Speaking at St. Pierre on debt reduction and 
rural electrification, Premier Campbell asked his audience whether they 
saw in such matters "the necessity for party politics?” “Isn't it 
just a case of meeting together just as you do on your school boards and 
your municipal councils and your chambers of commerce, to sit down and 


figure out the best police. | 


The Premier described provincial elections as “nothing to get 
excited about,” "just a plain proposition of picking out the persons in 
whom we have the most confidence to carry out our public business." The 
election campaign was viewed as an occasion for the government to "give an 


account of its stewardship" but there was no need for candidates to engage 


Bl, WEP, Oct. 17, 1949, p. 2. 
52 WFP, Oct. 18, 1949, p. 10. 
53° WFP, Oct.) 21, 1949, p. 6. 
54 WFP, Oct, 18, 1949, p. 10. 
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i) 


in "recriminations and excessive partisanship, 


Errick Willis expanded on the comparability of municipal and 
coalition politics: 


It is a well-known fact that the matters dealt with by provincial 
legislatures are almost identical with those of a municipal council, 
namely, health, schools and roads and it is a well-accepted fact 
throughout Canada that municipal affairs should be on a strictly 
non-vartisan basis, 


eeeit therefore seems logical that by usins the process of coalition 
government we should select the best men in provincial affairs from 
all parties, 06 


Lloyd Stinson answered Messrs. Campbell and Willis by outlining the 


differences, as he saw them, between provincial and local governments. His 


' vigorous and well-considered reply is worth citing at some length. 


I challenge this conception of government, I have been a member of the 
Winnipeg city council and also a member of the legislature. There is 

a vast difference in the way in which things are done. On the municipal 
council every member is equal to every other member, There are no 
cabinet ministers, Decisions are made by members of council, first in 
committee and then in formal meeting of council. 


In the legislature, which is set up as a parliament, there is a govern- 
ment and the opposition, There are cabinet ministers charged with 

full responsibility for all executive policy and administrative actions 
connected with the government of the province. 


The opposition is there to scrutinize everything that is done by the 
administration, 
Stinson stressed the importance of the assembly to act as 4 
parliament or forum of division on vublic issues, "but Mr. Campbell," 
he concluded, "would scuttle this essentially democratic system of govern- 


ment to maintain his non-descript coalition in office,” 


Major Clusters: (4) Anti-Communisn and Disunity on the Left. 


The existence of the MDM, as well as completely independent 


55 WFP, Oct. 18, 1949, p. 10. 


56 From a radio address over Winnives's C37, Oct. 11, 1949, as 
Cited in Mf. S, Donnelly, The “overnment of ifanitoba (Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1963), p. 65. 


57 «FP, Oct. 21, 1949, p. 10. 
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Conservative and Liberal candidates, was clear evidence of party disunity 
within each of the two coalition partners, Party disunity of a different 
variety existed in the CCF and other left-wing or minority groups. 


In mid-October the Labor Progressive Party office was attacked 

by a group of demonstrators, and a near-riot broke out at the Ukrainian 
Labor Temple when arguments arose between recent immisrants from the 
Ukraine critical of the Soviet Union and older immigrants who had come to 
listen to a sympathetic presentation on life in the ussr,-° The Free 
Press blamed the entire affair on the LP?'s sitting member William Kardash 
and his supporters. In language whicn would come to characterize this 
cold war era the Free Press said of the disturbance; 

There are other things to do in Winnipez on a Sunday afternoon in 

addition to torturing oneself with the unctuous hypocrisy of small 

tine commies...There is far too nuch divided lovalty amonz some 

groups in Winnives. It is perfectly proper to be interested in events 


in the country where one was born but that interest should be second- 
ary to things Canadian, 


One does not expect this of comnunists but one does of those who are 
not. Whatever one's oricins...if one intends to live in Canada then 
one should strive to be Canadian and do one's fighting for this 
country and not for some other land, 


One’s thinking should be Canadian, one’s loyalty to this country, one's 

eee tuges those of a Canadian, and not of some other land across the 

seas. 

William Kardash replied by letter and party advertisements to the 

Free Press "invective," insisting that "“orzanized fascist DP violence," 
Was responsible for the Labor Temple difficulties. The LrP leader blamed 
hewly-arrived immigrants who had fought alonrside Hitler for disruption of 
an otherwise peaceful neeting °° His supporters criticized the city police 
for failing to provide any police protection. Along with other members of 
his party and the Association of United Ukrainian Canadians, Kardash called 


for an inquiry into the disturbance by the \innipeg police commission. 
Se eacterruneanienseeercipcassccnsscimnmore-msswussaumemiawas 


58 These events are described in JFP, Oct. 14-17, 1949, and 
dine Magazine, Oct. 31, 1949, p. 26. 


Bo MPP, Oct, 18, 1949, p. 17. 
60 WFP, Oct. 20, 1949, ». 8. 
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The Free Press complained that any talk of freedom of speech coming 

from William Kardash was “nauseating” and “indecent,” since his kind 

had choked and throttled it over a large part of the worl nel The 
newspaper pleaded with electors to defeat all Communists like Kardash 

who the paper argued, sought only to obtain office in order to "undermine" 
democratic institutions. °2 Kardash, who, incidently, had lost his right 
leg while serving in the People's Republican Army in Spain in 1937 and 
1938, accused the Free Press of oo the editors knew 


no difference between Communists and fascists, 


The expulsions of Berry Richards, Independent CCF’er from The Pas, 
and Wilbert Doneleyko (Independent CCF--st. Clements), were only two such 
evidences that the CCF party had its own difficulties facing a hostile 
anti-communist environment with members who either spoke admiringly of 
the Soviet Union, advocated coalition with the Labor Progressive Party, 
or spoke critically of the Atlantic Pact and various western countries, 

A CCF candidate in a Saskatchewan by-election who made just such criticisms 
Was occasion for the Free Press to review the lengthy list of similar 
members of the party. "How manymore" there were, the newspaper did not 
know, "3ut the chances are plenty, something the Manitoba voter should 
think about when he is asked for his vote by Mr, Hansford and his 
colleagues.” “Playing hide-so-seek is good fun but tiresome politics and 
who is to know the Coldwell CCF'er from his brother except when the luck 


of the game exposes one in the bushes?", the newspaper asked editorially. 


The disunity of the CCF was perhaps most in evidence in Richards’ 
own riding of The Pas. In spite of an apparent agreement not to contest 
the incumbent's seat the party did nominate a candidate at a time when 
the CCF was twenty-seven nominees short in other constituencies, not 
including Winnipes. Richards ran as a Northern Independent candidate 
fighting off charges by Donovan Swailes that it was "the moral responsibility 


of every CCF member in The Pas to get out and work for Murray Ferg," the 


61 WFP, Oct. 22, 1949, v. 20. 
62 WFP, Oct. 29, 1949, vo. 2. 
63 WFP, Nov. 3, 1949, p. 23. 
64 WFP, Oct. 22, 1949, p. 20. Hditorial: “And Now Another," 
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official CCF beatiietes? Richards roundly criticized the CCF for 

failing to get on with the defeat of the coalition and instead expending 

great energy in The Pas, one area in which the constituents had shown 

they could “manage their own affairs, and defeat the coalition in their 
: #€6 

own constituency in their own way. 


CCF's failure to nominate sufficient candidates meant that by 
nomination day, October 27th, there were fifteen acclanmations of coalition 
candidates. Since in the constituencies of Hamiota, Killarney, and 
Lansdowne, there were two coalition supporters of differing parties contest- 
ing the election, at least eighteen seats were assured for the government 


two weeks before the voting heuane 


These facts led CCF leader Edwin Hansfori to concede that the 
election was eatets Donovan Swailes later tried to redeem the situation 
by claiming that a minority government was still not ruled out, but a 
minor issue of considerable import had been launched, The CCF had only 
25 officially approved candidates throughout the province, Even in 
Winnipeg ridings, which were now three four-menber seats but still con- 
ducted by the Hare system of proportional representation, five seats were 
assured for either coalitionists or independents. 


Major Clusters: (5) Hydro Power and Rural #lectrification,. 


The Coalition Government was able to point to a highly successful 
rural electrification program which Premier Campbell and his Utilities 


- €5 Letter to the Editor from Donovan Swailes, The Northern Mail, 
Oct. 19, 1949, »o. 8. 


66 Letter to the Hditor fron Richards. TIbid. p. 4. 


€? There may have been as many as 20 assured seats. One Winnipeg 
South seat was assured to some coalition candidate since there were only 
three anti-coalitionists of any variety contesting the four seats, Some 
Confusion may have arisen because R, A. Quickfall of Rockwood who had been 
listed as an Independent Liberal (anti-coalition) later told Canadian Press 
he was in fact a supporter of the coalition, The Globe and Mail (Toronto), 
Nov, 8, 1949, nor 2e 


68 It was a Canadian Press reporter who had asked Edwin Hansford 
about conceding the election. Hansford's infanous reply “ve haven't any 
alternative but to agree that they will be returned" prompted headline 
Stories across the country, for example: "CCF Leader ‘Concedes’ 2 Weeks 

_ 3efore Vote: 18 Seat Giveaway in Manitoba." The Globe and Mail, Oct. 28, 

1949, Pp. 1. 
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Minister, William Morton, reported already fed 17,000 farm homes, 

and included plans to serve an additional 5,000 more homes each year, 

The program also serviced 350 towns and virnmses. Some government 
supporters claimed the project was ahead of schedule and developed at 

very low cost. Norton excused any tardiness on the low density of pop 
ulation in rural Manitoba. The Free Press took some satisfaction in 
comparing Nanitoba‘s recon! with Saskatchewan's where only two thousand 
farms had been serviced and the program just begun in the current year. 
Whereas in Manitoba there was no charee for runnine the line to the farmer's 
buildings, Saskatchewan farmers were payins $485 for such a hook-up. 

Only 1.5 per cent of Saskatchewan's farms were serviced compared to 30 per 
cent of Manitoba's, the Free Press calculated. © 


Rural electrification as a campaign issue was that kind of evident 
concern which boosted government stock in an obvious manner. Somethins 
of its value can be understood when one considers the following description 
of the change wrought by electrification in the south-western Manitoba 
countryside during the months of the campaign, 
One need only drive any direction from Souris at night to realize the 
tremendous increase in the use of hydro. It is a remarkable sight 
to see farm vards all over the district illuminated--the countryside 
taking almost the appearance of a widely scattered village, 71 
The same editorial from which the above description comes goes 
on to outline the tremendous erowth in demand for power, and worries that 
the twenty million dollars voted for increasing the capacity of power plants 
will merely meet the "initial costs" of what must become “a huge and Vitally 


OF 
necessary development program, "° Provincial Treasurer Dryden promised 


& province-wide evaluation of “power development properties in Nanitoba" 
Which would include all utilities, and not just the Winnipeg Electric 
Company being jealously cuarded by Winnipeg politicans. Dryden was pro- 
posing a joint city of Winnipeg and provincial government water power 


69 WFP, Oct. 11, p. 6; Nov. 1 and 8, 1949, p. 15. 
70 Hditorial, WFP, Nov. 8, 1949, p. 15. 

71 The Souris Plaindealer, Oct. 26, 1949, pr. 2. 
72 Tbid. 
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committee to make use of information gleaned in a report made by 
government consultant Dr. Thomas Hogs. "The committee would be interested 
in obtaining a picture of the financial structure of all power-generating 
and distributing facilities in Manitoba," the Provincial Treasurer 
promised.’ 


Control of the Winnipeg #lectric Company and City Hvdro was still 
in a state of uncertainty during the 1949 campaign, although provincial 
government intentions were to take over complete control of both 
companies. Civic politicans were almost unanimouslv opposed to such a 
move, and the CCF was severely split, with its provincial members favoring 
provincial control, and city council CCF'ers bitterly Biss eli 


Some of the many concerns associated with Manitoba's power needs 
and the takeover of the Winnipes companies were voiced by J, W. Sanger, 
General-Manager of City Hvdro, who warned that the city company would not 
be given up voluntarily and that delay in nesotiations could lead to 
power failures, Sanger hoped that the provincial decision would guarantee 
protection of Winnipeg's transit system in such a way that it would not 


iD 


become a financial burden on the city. 


Ostensibly, one of the reasons for the election call had been to 
solicit approval for wider hydro development in the province, and more 
specifically, a mandate to continue such work as was taking place at Pine 
Falls on the Winnipeg River close to the most south-easterly point on 
Lake Winnipeg. 


As a general criticism of the Coalition Government's program of 
natural resource development, Edwin Hansford had charged that a few leading 
monopolistic corporations had received almost all the monies spent by the 
government for such development. "These companies are making millionsin 
profits from their exploitation of Manitoba's resources while the people 


of the province are getting only a few crumbs in the way of royalties," 


fé5, WFP, Oct. 4, 1949, o. l. 
74 Thid. 
te, WFP, Oct. 19, 1949, p. 3. 
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d. ie 


he sai 


In the specific case of the Pine Falls development, Edwin 
Hansford had criticized the nature of the original contract as it 
appeared to include the cost of development plus a specified fee in 
order to speed up development and avoid a power shortage within the en- 
suing two years. Premier Campbell was compelled to explain the nature 
of the contract to show that it was based on a fixed fee so that the con- 
tractors could not gain a later percentage commission, and that bor- 


rowing on the project was carried on at low interest rates. ig 


Mr. Hansford then charged that the project was importing 
laborers from Montreal to work at reduced wages thus taking work from 
Manitoban workers. Premier Campbell replied, calling the charges “un- 
founded" since almost eighty per cent of the workers came from Manitoba 
points and were in receipt of wages at the "going rates or higher.” a 


Northern Issues. 


The Minister of Mines and Natural Resources, J. S. McDiarmid, 
continued to spell out his department's expanding program of increased 
mining and forestry production and employment, and boasted of the "“lar- 
gest and most comprehensive fur rehabilitation scheme in Canada” and the 
second largest inland fishing industry in the country. 79 One hundred 
new British industries had been established in the province, with 95 per 
cent of them located in Winnipeg, Mr. McDiarmid told his urban consti- 
tuents, ee 


But J. S. McDiarmid, for all the success his department could 
point to, gave appearances of being the all too slick businessman. Ata 
personal level, he was attacked in Winnipeg as a front man for big 
business, sporting $200 campaign signs while lacking all sympathy for the 


76 WFP, October 25, 1949, p. 11. 

77 WFP, November 3, 1949, pp. 19 and 26, 

78 WFP, Nov. 7, p. 93 Nov. 7, p. 12; and Nov. 8, 1949, p. 10. 
79 WFP, November 1, 1949, p. 25. 

80 WFP, November 3, 1949, p. 13. 
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problems of the worker, or so charged winnipez's Lloyd Stinson. 31 


In The Pas, Berry Richards charged that Mr. iicDiarmid knew “nothing 
about mines” and was “not interested in the North." oe 


Speaking on a northern radio station, CFAR The Pas, J. S. 
McDiarmid defended the government's approach to northern development, 
particularly of encouraging private rather than public development of 
northern resources. He Said his department believed that the resources 
"must, wherever and whenever possible, be worked, operated and directed 
by the same veople who have sought them out, invested their money and 
their knowledge in them, and brought then into that state of production 
which has given us the degree of prosperity we enjov today.” 


J. S. McDiarmid went on to present his classic “free enterprise" 
position which seemed aimed at CCF critics. If you had a mine and others 


came to work for you, he explained: 


There may be a difference in your respective incomes, but we define 
the principle that every worker may decide to work for you, or not, 
as he pleases. And we also define the richt of the worker to go 

out into the North and find a mine of his own. Indeed, we encourage 
this. 3ecause only when men have the richt to exploit their energies 
and enterprise to the full, can northern Manitoba continue to be the 
rich, free, democratic land so full of opportunity for all. 33 


Towards the end of the campaisn fish buyers conplained bitterly 
"nre-—inspection” 

of all fish in Winnipeg before shipping to out-of-province aarkets. 

Meetings with Mr. McDiarmid's department had failed to achieve a final 


agreement, and buyers, who had equipment and fishernaen waiting on the 


over a Dominion-provincial plan to have a compulsory 


lakes idle all summer, clained that umless the two sovernnents made a 
decision on the rules under which they were to operate aug will have to 
tell the fishermen it is too late to Jo anything nox." “* ome fish 
buyer described their plight if pre-inspection of fish in ¥innipee were 


to lead to the rejection of a load of fish: 


82 The Northern Mail, November 2, 1949, ». 1. 
83 The Northern Mail, November 2, 1949, Dp. 5. 


84 Letter of Thomas Lamb, The Northern Mail, lov. 9, 1949, po. 8. 
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If a carload is bumped in Winnipeg, we lose the purchase price 
from the fisherman, box and nails, tractor freight to railhead 
and railroad freight to Winnipeg. 85 
What the fish producers wanted was to have the inspectors 
stationed on the northern lakes where they could check for infestation, 


freshness and proper packing before the lone trek to Winnipeg, Thomas 


Lamb, a knowledgeable fish buyer, concluded: "There are so many new 
laws, rules and regulations going into effect over fish that it is im- 
06 


possible for me to keep up with then, There were still complaints 
as well over the extremely low prices offered to the fisherman for fish, 
and over regulations which seemed designed to protect the larger 


corporations at the expense of smaller fishermen, 


Another continuing concern in northern communities was the 
“deteriorating” state of the Hudson's 3ay Railroad. A field representa- 
tive of the Hudson's Bay Route Association described the need for in- 
creased service in summer, more switching facilities at the port of 
Churchill and a sreater number of stations along the route to make it 


viable and growing, oe 


Northern Independent candidate Berry Richards 
attacked the government for insufficient spending on maintenance, and 
outlined the difficulties faced by railway employees, in particular a 
severe housing shortage and a lack of schools for their children, 88 

Mr, Richards claimed that the Manitoba Government had done less than 
any other province to support the Bay Route Association because of the 
“short-sighted and stupid" idea espoused by grain traders and the Grain 
Exchange that "development of this route would lift business from Winni-~ 
peg." "With the proper development of the route,” ir. Richards explained, 
"Western Canada can expand and industrialize with benefits far greater 
to Winnipeg than they have ever gained through grain trades through 
their city," °9 


85 The Northern Mail, November 9, 1949, v. 8. 
86 Tbid. 

87 Ibid,, September 28, 1949, p. 1. 

88 Ibid., October 12 and 19, 1949, v. 1. 

89 TIbid., November 2, 1949, p. 1. 
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Roads. 


In both northern and southern districts complaints of poor roads 
were growing and delegations were sent to Errick Willis. rae The Public 
Yorks Minister defended his road-building program by promising an addi- 
tional 1600 miles of road including anticipated federal help to make 
7 Mr, Willis dismissed 
criticisms of his department's program by saying Manitoba was "building 
so many good roads that traffic had to be detoured to poorones and con- 
sequently the public complained," 9 


highway No. 1, part of a trans-Canada highway. 


He also defended his program by 
comparing it to other provinces and states. ihereas Manitoba was spend- 
ing 27 per cent of its budget on highways, Saskatchewan with more cars 
Was spending 14 per cent, Mr. Willis argued, and concluded pointedly: 
"If you are going to spend the amount which Saskatchewan spends on 
costly socialist experiments you cannot have much left over for high- 
ways." 93 


Growing concern in the Winnipeg area also moved candidates to 
call for a provincial take-over of trunk roads passing through the city 
Oo 


or at least putting up the cost of such roads and their maintenance, 


Education Issues. 


Education issues continued to be centered around teacher shortages 
and a general lack of school facilities, these debates in a province 
which prided itself on its sound financing and balanced budgets. 


CCF leader Hansford claimed that seven out of eight rural Mani- 
toba children attended school rooms which lacked artificial light, that 
three-fourths of them drank untested water and half sat in crooked desks 
which contributed to physical defects. 95 There were Indian children in 


90 The Souris Plaindealer, September 21, 1949, p. 1. 
91 WFP, November 4, 1949, pv. 16. 

92 Ibid. | 

93 WFP, November 5, 1949, p. 21. 

94 Ibid., p. 26. 

95 WFP, October 25, 1949, v. 11. 
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the province who had never attended school and, he said, “there is no 
indication they ever will." The St. Boniface CCF leader said fifteen 
per cent of the province's children were still being educated by “per- 
mit" teachers "which means a generation is not getting basic training 
in the school to fit them to face the problems of life." "This province 
has preferred to have a good financial position rather than give ser- 
vice to the people,” Ir. Hansford told a CCF meeting in The Pas. oe 


Education Minister C. Rhodes Smith defended his department by 
noting the lengthy list of new schools constructed in the province. 7? 


In Winnipeg the concern of candidates was the low provincial aid 
_ forthcoming to the city. Provincial education ferants were described as 
the lowest in Canada; Winnipeg receiving 6.8 per cent of its budget from 
provincial coffers compared to Vancouver's 36 per cent, Hamilton's 38 
per cent and Toronto's 44 per cent, @ 


And meanwhile, Hdmond Prefontaine was almost alone as he continued 
his criticisms of the larger school division plan in the predominantly 
French constituency of Carillon. 


Minor and Local Issues. 


Minor and local issues included the question of a uniform time, 
standard or daylight saving, in a province in which different localities 
might operate on a different time basis. 99 The need for a school for 
deaf children continued to be voiced by parent groups in Winnipeg. Some 
talk on free trade, lower freight rates and road safety touched the cam- 


Paign and became issues as well. 


Tn Winnipeg a transit fare hike by the Public Utilities Board was 
energetically protested by the Labor Progressive Party. LPP candidates, 
William Kardash and John McNeil led a petition of 22,000 against the in- 


96 The Northern Mail, November 2, 1949, p. 1. 
97 The Northern Mail, November 9, 1949, p. 3. 
98 WFP, November 1, 1949, p. 25. 


99 The Souris Plaindealer, November 9, 1949, p. 2; and WFP, 
October 1, p. 18 and October 27, 1949, pv. 1. 
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crease in car fare which demanded that "the government in the lezislas... 
ture...change the Public Utilities Board from a creature of the corpora- 
tions to a body responsible to the people." Proposals went out for the 
outright purchase of the transit system by the city, The petitioners 
also favored "court action to stay:.the Board order increasing fares” 
and proposed “action to curb the dictatorial powers of the Utilities 
Board" by making it "responsible to the elected representatives," iat 


The government's labor record also came under serious attack by 
Winnipeggers. Manitoba's minimum wages were described as the lowest in 
Canada, and claims by Minister of Labor, Charles Greenlay that he and 
the government had the support of labor were flatly denied by CCF's 
Donovan Swailes: "He has voted against every single proposal put for- 
ward in the house with respect to a forty-hour week, vacations with pay, 


higher minimum wages, higher payments for widows of workers and so a 


In the dying days of the campaign "one of the dullest on recor," 


according to one report, ie 


the federal government injected a contro- 
versial new issue as it announced its intention to remove war-time rent 
controls. Rent increases of up to twenty-five per cent would be permis- 
sible effective February 1, 1950. Immediate reactions varied. Liberal 
coalitionist Ron Turner called for a special session of the legislature 
to impose provincial controls to head off the proposed increases. 3 
Duff Roblin urged that municipalities be given a larger share of revenue 
from Dominion-provincial agreements on low rental housing, and advocated 


4 
provincial rent control and housing assistance, ee 


Cabinet ministers C. Rhodes Smith and John 5. McDiarmid promised 
an immediate examination of rent controls “to determine the soundest and 


most effective course for this province to follow." They were “loath 


100 LPP advertisement, WFP, November 5, 1949, p. 7. 

101 WFP, November 3, 1949, p. 14. 

102 Editorial, Saturday Night, November 22, 1949, p. 64, 
103 WFP, November 7, 1949, p. 12. 

104 Ibid., and November 9, 1949, p. &. 
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to enter the area" they said, because it was better to have one govern~- 
ment deal with the question rather than eleven, Mr. Smith contended 
that there was lots of time before the February ist change at any 


rate, 105 


The CCF sponsored a mass protest rally, where Edwin Hansford 
called for a special session of the legislature following the election 
and made proposals which would use “the full weight of the Manitoba 
government to urge the federal government to cancel the permitted in- 
creases. Mr. Hansford proposed the establishment of provincial controls 
if the federal government refused. In any event, the province should 
establish machinery by which it could enter the rent-control field in an 
emergency, increasing all pensions and allowances by the percentage 
increase in rents, and establishing a provincial department of housing, 
Such a department, Mr. Hansford believed, would encourage low rental sub- 


sidized housing in conjunction with federal and municipal governments, 


The CCF leader severely criticized the Coalition Government's 
proposal for a rent survey as "an undesirable measure at a crucial 
moment." It was evidence of the "conglomeration of political opinions” 
which worked against preparation for such an emergency. He noted that 
the coalition Liberals had voted down rent control measures previously 
in the house, and their "wishy-washy" stand offered no more than a 


survey because of the election campaign. 106 


The Results. 


The results found the coalition returned with little change in 
standings except that several trends continued to impress themselves upon 
divided parties. The coalition had now strengthened the Liberal-Progres- 
sives at the expense of the Progressive Conservatives, The Conservative 
Party registered an all-time low in popular vote, and number of candi- 
dates competing in the campaign. lever had a lower percentage of the 
population voted for the party of John Norquay, Hugh John Macdonald, 
and Rodmond Palen Roblin, The Liberals, on the other hand, received the 


105 WFP, November 8, 1949, p. i. 
106 WFP, November 9, 1949, p. 14. 


aiona ae tatinthv ty he snes date errs 


| ‘gages ew Snail aersiyt aie ait: lak eet Loreen, todd apie 
wth rare Epiedit nat Hanacaonet a Si hent, mks t.Caoe att 


v fie Fh. | sani 


triefeaall (twice eee peg 
mots wale ach gi twotio® euiantet ye), Bi ‘te abdpsen 

fod 2 cia ead? Tio pate can Eka fia - wate Pinte deity 
watt ‘pod stmcing wrid feonne ot Snmenswvicm cerabqe at 


Cis onintvorny ‘dd tee Nias et ‘dose bent cn 
Hiatt Lovhaoset: ries ws, baked Leona Ht sinh: 


a Lesion wil caters pee poner Septtblot pine is 
adhomriovey Tatts soit ha Tesebws ASL aotseattoed wh 


i Sit eon nney tl whe site e teat) end dais ohb isto ‘terns Yotieat’ a 
‘Seibandi cy re i Se nA ON ‘ofdimgtniiny. te” an ee od * % 
 etaun F eshents “gerbe sah te mioktaitener ome” eld Yo sbreRtive aan: 
ait 4 ed wr ie onesie fa ro toh nope vhoeie ida 
nrwety perenne  Loxtaieg Divs ‘Bigg aater 1 havi ‘pratt “oe 


i ‘net ion it rete, Brain, Mitte ratae? ‘scan, tae y 
Derk. sna coitteroks | ‘on 6 1 


ating! 


| we ty nD eset ed ae sey Saami eit: f Lad, at ade estan ote 


aed tevrvaaren ie f grays ev niiuer ni)? vtameryeet ‘edt 0 sane, ott as © 


~ Pls ‘to xodan Bite rey, Seda ye. ae: weal yetit ie ris aA ae 
oe Reree old pt. ante nima 


nee +o. Sexton ole sgeovol! 4 bat Bew'ett | eRe 
(bhanobadt rao’, wee Giirel ee be tgraeg. ets spt hadhay pods 
ae Li hioms bone! ete we oe Reto aid fanteon | ioctl seca 


4 f 
i* ¥ , , 4 ; \ j 


Ce iN PAB 1 .. “4 ale a ancdinerve} es ROL” ra 
Pat, a | 
A <+ iu SE ~*~ iy. tt year? ht peti it aot gh 
i‘ a WEA i Cae ia is 


496 


second highest number of votes ever offered their party, All seven of 
the CCF’s seven seats were confined to the metropolitan area of Winni- 
peg-St. Boniface and district. In every single-member constituency 
except Kildonan-Transcona, near Winnipeg, the CCF candidate finished 

in last place no matter what the number of candidates, 


The Winnipeg re-destribution made no change in LPP support. 
William Kardash was still elected by north Winnipergers in his new four- 


man constituency of Winniveg North, 


If it had not been clear before the results, and many had 
complained, it was crystal clear now to urbanites that the new re-dis- 
/ tribution had done nothing to disturb Manitoba's continued rural domi- 
nate of provincial politics, 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1949, 


7 % o 
Pan oR MY S#ATS POPULAR POPULAR POP, VOTE SEATS 
WON VOT= VOTE “'PG=-ST.BON WON 
Coalition, 
Liberal-Progressives 34 79 543 HO .4 oO .7 54.4 
Progressive Conservatives 10 25,434 12.9 6.0 eS: 
Independents 3 8,875 445 Ziel. Sao 
Totals. Ly 143852 57.30 Ho, (ere 
Anti-Coalition, 
CCF 4 Sige 25.9 33-7 WAS) 
Independent Prog. Conservative 4 14,735 (ae 256 750 
LPP 4 Bes 2.6 6.0 1.8 
Other Independents 1 12,102 é.4 4,0 1.8 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1949, 


Major, Province-wide, Clusters. 


1. 


j Za 


The Government's Record. 
(a) Budget practices and provincial debt, 
(b) Municipal debt. 
(c) Lacking and/or decreased services. 
(ad) Taxes and tax agreements. 
(e) Free enterprise versus Socialism. (Political). 
(i) Comparisons with Saskatchewan. 
(f) Does coalition make a difference? (Political), 


Health Services. (largely Social). 
(a) Competing philosophies. (Political). 
(b) Shortages of professionals. 
(c) Funds and grants--hospital cnnstruction, 
(da) Urban-rural disparities--centralization. 
(e) Control of diagnostic clinics. 
(f) Nature of health advisory committee. 
(=) Medical care for old-age pensioners, (left, Sectional), 
(h) Conditions in Selkirk Mental Hospital. (Local), 


Coalition Government, (Political). 
(a) Role of Manitoba Democratic iiovenent, 
(b) Conservative intra-party split. 
(c) Lack of opposition. 
(a) Lack of participation, 
(e) Municipal-like function. 


Anti-Communisnm. (Political, Right). 
(a) CCF--LPP split. 
(b) Labor temple riots and afternath. 


(c) Undermining democracy. 


(Local, fenporary). 


(a) Expulsions fron GCF. 


Yydro-Wlectric and Rural Zlectrification, (“eneral). 


(a) Capacity of hydro plants, 


(i) Pine Falls contract and imported labor. 
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Major, Provine-wide, Clusters--Hydro Slectric--cont'd. 
(b) Winnipeg Electric and City Hydro takeovers, 
6, ducation. 
(a) Teacher shortage and “permit teachers. 
(b} Lack of school facilities. (Local). 
(c) Larger school divisions--affect on minorities. (Isolated 


Sectional) & 


(a) Tax load--especially “innives. (Local). 


Minor, Separate and/or Local. 


Fishing Regulations and Controls. (Local, Sectional), 
Housing Costs and Shortages--esvecially North. 
Removal of Rent-Controls. (Temporary). 

Maintenance of H3R, (Local, Perennial): 

Standard versus Daylight Saving Time. (Perennial). 
Provincial Help with Trunk Roads. (Perennial). 
Unemployment Relief. (Liberal left, Perennial), 
Transit Fare Increases. (Local, Sectional). 

School for Deaf Children. (Social, Perennial). 


CCF Concedes Slection. (Temporary, Political). 
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PARLIANENTARY GUIDE 


WINNIPEG CENTRE 
Stephen Juba 440-4/8 {2° 
I. RH Walker {Cw 


1,015 
671 


WINNIPEG SOUTH 
fe 
Hon. J. S. McDiarmid Lien) 
Lioyd C. Stinson - CcF 
Ronald D. Turner ZP [C7 j 
Dufferin Roblin APE (04 
Cr: nicking FS 
J. Gurzon Harvey C7? 1,739 
Alex. Stringer _#C (cid) 1.738 
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Moe et oer TALS 


APAiy 25 10 JUne 8, °1953 


moe, nT. ¥ ; LBADs«A R CANDIDATES 
Liberal-Prosressive Douglas L, Campbell 5s 
Progressive Conservative drrick Willis 33 

CCF Lloyd Stinson z 
Social Credit j=  #  ##-«-*#-+-- 43 
Labor Progressive Party William Kardash 1 
Independents ee eee 15 


43 single member districts; one two-member district (St: Boniface ); 
Three four-member districts (iJinnives). The multiple member dis- 
tricts used the Hare system, 


The Political iMilieu. 


The bard of Manitoba history 4. L. Morton has described 
Douglas L. Campbell's "rise to premiership” and his government's vic- 


tories in 1949 and 1953 as: 


»»-cléar indications that the electorate of Manitoba, as repre- 
sented by the dominant rural constituencies, still approved the 
political changes of 1922, The more the lonz-continuing admini- 
stration begun in 1922 chansed, the more it was the same thing, 
an agrarian and rural sovernment, non-partisan, non-political, 
and independent of, if not unco-operative with, the national 
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Liberal party. For as long as there were national varties, non- 
partisanship could not be complete, The coalition of 1940 had 
been a near realization of the political ideal of 1922. But the 
Social Credit movement had faded out, the CCF had withdrawn in 
1945, [sic] and the Conservatives, leader and party, had followed 
in 1950, except for two cabinet ministers who chose to remain, 1 
The unprecedented floods in 1949-50 of the Assiniboine and Red 
rivers and Premier Campbell's seeming disinclination to treat the 
matter as a provincial emergency have been cited as the most compelling 
reasons for Errick Willis's decision to pull out of the coalition in 


August, 1950. £ 


The climate within which the 1953 campaign took place had been 
cleared of the long-standing feud over ownership of hydro-development in 
the province. The province had purchased the Winnines Electric Company 
and, save for the supply of some minins operations in the north, all 
power was now publicly owned, The Pine Falls project was complete and 
work had commenced on McArthur Falls, the last undeveloved site on the 
Winnipeg River, 3 . 


The results of the 1949 election had fed a clinate of city-coun- 
try rivalry since, as liorton notes, they had “left the foundations of 
rural domination of the Legislature untouched." It was, Morton claims, 

a renewal of "old urban-rural jealousy" at "a time of high prosperity in 
both city and country, and when social and economic differences between 
urban and rural life were steadily diminishing..." The rivalry was 
evidenced “in petty bickering over municipal plebiscites on such trivial 
things as daylight saving and the colouring of oleonargarine," "These 
were indications," Norton concludes, "that the distribution of political 
power in Manitoba was in need of being made broader and more flexible.” *) 


1 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 463, The CCF had in fact 


withdrawn by January, 1943, 


2 WFP, April 24, 1953, p. 7, and Jackson, Centennial History, 


a 


Pp. 243, 


3 L. F. Zarl, “A Shining Year for Manitoba," The Monetary 
Tines, July, 1953, pp. 44 and 46, 


4 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 464. 
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Two other factors went into the creation of the kind of climate 
in which the spring 1953 campaign took place, The first factor was the 
continuing prudent character of the Camvbell administration. That 
parsiminiousness may have been so pervasive as to color almost all 
political thinking and, therefore, attitudes towards issues. It was 
just such a pervasiveness that prompted M, S, Donnelly to express sur- 
prise that even opposition parties were unable to make an issue out of 
Manitoba's poor road-building record, for example, on any other premises 
than the government's own "pay-as-you-go" Wasa? Furthermore, W. L. 
Morton claims that this "attitude" of the Manitoba administration was 
most in evidence in the debt retirement record of the zovernment "at a 
rate and scale which severely reduced the funds available for public 
services." Professor Morton adds, and this is perhvas the most significant 
note; "There was, indeed, a touch of extravazsance in this haste to retire 
a debt dwindling in the steady inflation; the Garson and the Campbell 


administrations were seupiienuecsieek 


The other major factor, and one which certainly sparked an other- 
wise lacklustre campaign, was the surprise minority victory of Social 
Credit in British Columbia in June 1952, 


Denials to the contrary, there seems little doubt that Premier 
Campbell called the Manitoba election in anticipation of a further British 
Columbia election, Observers of the time claimed that Iir. Campbell desired 
both to steer off a majority victory for Social Credit in British Columbia 
and avoid the influence such a victory might have in a delayed Manitoba 
Biection,’ Premier Campbell and the Free Press explained away any fear 
of Social Credit (house vacancies and controversy over the end of coalition 


2 
were given as the reasons for the election call) but ltr. Campbell did seem 


5 M,. S. Donnelly, "Parliamentary Government in Manitoba,” 
Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science, XXIII (Feb., 1957), 20-32. 


6 Morton, Manitoba, A History, p. 4€2. 


? Progressive Conservative leader, Zrrick Willis so charged WFP, 
May 5, 1953, p. 9, and this was also the conclusion of The Monetary Times, 
June, 1953, pp. 20-21. 


8 Hditorial: “Provincial Election," JF®, April 25, 1953, p. 23. 
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to desire not to take any chances, and by scheduling a campaign back 
to back with British Columbia's he would at least divide the energies 
S 


of Socred organizers. 


The Social Credit Party was rejuvenated and hungered, admittedly 
in the long tern, for federal office. A zood showinz in Manitoba would 
be a stepping-stone to that national <oal. Hence, the nasterninds of the 
British Columbia and a string of Alberta victories, Peer Paynter and Orvis 
Kennedy, respectively, joined a rear and a half old fledeling Manitoba 


organization several months hefore the canpaign besan in earnest. 


A federal MP defined Social Credit's place in the 1953 Manitoba 
campaign as sirnificantly different fron that of 3ritish Tolumbia in 1952, 
The Campbell “wovernnent in Manitoba is not wnpooular so far as I can 
see. It seens to be doin: a pretty fair job. we don't hear any of 


the attacks on Campbell that we heard against the Coalition Govern- 
ment in British Columbia, where there was a real political vacuun. 


That means that if we do win in Manitoba, or even make any substantial 
gain, it will indicate a general desire for chanze amons the people. 
It will mean anything might happen in the federal. 10 {i.e., antici- 
pated federal election]. 
Add to the above factors the closings months of the Korean war and 
the cold war clinate associated with the threatenine international situa- 
tion, and one has some xrasp of the general political milieu within which 


the 1953 canpaign took place. 

In such a context the major province-wide issues played themselves 
out: the governnent'’s spendins record, revenue aid to 1unicipalities, 
Manitoba's 3lue Cross health plan, and the presence of Social crediters 
and their solutions for the econonic ills of the province, 


The The Spendins Record. 


Management Cluster: 


The thrust of opposition attacks centered on the notion of a 


thirty-one year old governnent which stood on a record of "pinch-penny" 


9 fhe Monetary Pines, June, 1953, v. 21. 
10 Blair Fraser, "Social Gredit Feels Its Oats," Maclean's 
Magazine, April 15, 1953, p. 5. 
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practices carried on at the expense of social services. Zrrick Willis 
recited the “time for a change" theme--time for a chanse from a govern-. 
ment which accumulated surpluses while denying requests from schools, 
municipalities, pensioners and farmers’ organizations, He then became 
specific: 
Last year, when the government decided to buy the power plants of the 
Winnipeg electric company, the provincial treasurer managed to find 
some $17,000,000 in what he called a "surplus account," It was an 
account that had not previously been siven any publicity. It was 
there because each year taxpayers had been required to vay out more 
than was actually needed, 

Social Credit organizer Kennedy had a different understanding of 
the same question as he charsed that the vower utility takeover would cost 
an additional $24,000,000 in 1953 (a reference to McArthur Falls). Since 
the government was also making, according to Kennedy, "a big thing of 
giving the municipalities $9,000,000" when they had to "borrow $23,000,000 
to do it," the new debt for the province in 1953 would total $47,000,000. 
"And at the present high rate of interest,” iennedy explained, "if you pay 
that off in twenty years you will have to pay double that anount, "© 


Both Premier Campbell and his Provincial Treasurer Ron Turner denied 
that the Liberal-Prorressive Government was "nissardly" and cited increases 
in expenditure from $19,400,000 in 1944 to $54,500,000 in 1952 as proof 
that the sovernment had not "ignored demands for increased services,” 

The Winnipeg Electric Company had been purchased with surplus which re- 
presented only 1.6 to 7.1 per cent of annual revenues and such surpluses 
were not secret, Turner claimed, in replying to Mr. Waddie ya? 


On numerous occasions throughout the campaign both Premier Campbell 
and Mr, Turner busied themselves with citing the lons list of government 
expenditures in order to overcome the image of an overly penurious adminis- 
tration: since thewar, $83,000,000 on highways, $54,000,000 on electrification, 
$42,000,000 on telephones and $42,000,000 on the construction of generating 


OR RY 


11 WFP, May 5. 1953, De % 
12 FP, May 4, 1953, p. 10. 
13 UFP, Hay 6, 1953, p. 10. 
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Pianta. And once again interprovincial comparisons were made to show 
Manitoba in a good light: the lowest level of provincial tax, the 
lowest motor vehicle license fees, and, perhaps not surprisingly, 


the lowest per capita expenditure of any provincial eovernnent, +7 


Premier Campbell answered the growing criticism of his surplus 
budgeting and extensive program of debt reduction by claiming that by 
far the largest share of Manitoba's debt was for investment in self- 
sustaining utilities. The Premier outlined the degree of debt reduction 
of dead weight debt since 1945, and promised a stepped-up program which 
would make the province debt-free by 1963, Such speed in the payment of 
loans had already saved the province 31,500,000 in interest charges 
annually, he eleined a” Many of the larger social services being talked 
about by his opponents, like a hospital insurance scheme and enlarged 
welfare benefits, Premier Campbell dismissed as “unrealistic”; they 
would be “embarrassing to carry in tough times." His basic approach to 
surpluses and debt-reduction was explained early in the campaign. 

The governnent policy of “putting its house in order in buoyant 
times" by reducing its debt and continuing other fiscal policies, 
would allow the government under less favorable conditions, toc 
on with those services it had undertaken without increasing taxes, 

In Campbell's view opposition politicans were sinply "trying to 
Metis public with thelr om money." 


The Free Press contributed to the covernment's defense as it 
joined the Provincial Treasurer in condemning Orvis Kennedy's seening, lack 
of knowledge of Manitoba affairs, The province had granted $14,000,000 
to the municipalities not 59,000,000 as Kennedy had cited, and the debt 
for Manitoba's three utilities was not dead weight debt since the Manitoba 


Hydro-Slectric 3o0ard, the lianitoba Power Commission, and the Manitoba 


14 WFP, May 11, 1953, p. 11. 
Dee? yp APL 7 gi l95 3) De Oc 
16 WFP, Hay 12, 1953, De 9. 
D7 te?) April 25591953, De, Le 
18 WFP, May €, 1953, p. 28. 
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Telephone Commission, were all self-sustaining operations which paid 
their own interest charges out of their own revenues, ~? The newspaper 


also explained the "pay-as-you-go" basis of the government's spending, 


This year, apart from substantially increasing its grants to the 
municipalities, the province has embarked on a full vay-as-you-go 
program with respect to its dead-weight orojects--and is doing so 
without increasing taxes. This, in the province which has the 
lowest per capita tax of any in the Dominion, The 317.3 million 
road program, of which the province's share is about $14.3 millions, 
is one of the capital programs that is being met wholly out of 
current revenues, without adding one tittle to the provincial debt, 


Does Mr, Kennedy not atree that he would be sivingthe Social Credit 
party better value for his salary as an organizer if he went back 
to Alberta where he probably has a mich clearer understanding of 
public business? 

Orvis Kennedy had raised two further dimensions to the spending 
record of the Manitoba Government when he attempted to give Alberta credit 
for clauses in the recent federal-provincial tax assreements which favored 
Manitoba. Such a contention Provincial Treasurer Turner called "absolutely 

1 21 

untrue," and challenged Kennedy "to prove his statement." The other 
matter was a comparison by Xennedy of iManitoba’s debt paynent record to 
that of Alberta. ‘hen Kennedy cited Alberta's debt reduction from 
$51,000,000 in 1935 to $17,000,000 in 1943, he resurrected an issue of 
seventeen years earlier--defaulted payments on bonds, ‘The hanitoba 
Provincial Treasurer saw default as no practice to follow, His outburst 
in revly to Yennedy records that view. 

+e. It is the height of impertinence on the part of lfir, “ennedy to 

cone into this province holdins un as an example how Nanitoba should 

Conduct its financial affairs, the example of Alberta's reduction of 

debt charres from 51 »er cent of annual revenues to 14 per cent of 

annual revenues durins this period, Tt would have been very easy for 


Manitoba or an: other vrovince to have equalled, or surnassed this 
record if we had elected to nursue this sane course of default. 


According to my information the “rovince of Alberta wholly defaulted 


19 Hditorial: "Orvis Yennedy, " es liay iy, 1953, De Nae 
£0 “Tinid, 
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on payment of princivle on $33.3 millions worth of bonded indebtedness 
from 1935 to 1945 and defaulted on payment of one-half the interest 
charges durins the same period, Althouch Alberta in 1945 made some 
redress to creditors it i111 behooves Mr, Kennedy to hold up as an 
example of good conduct on the part of government this precedent of 
reducing debt charves bv dishonoring financial, lesal and moral 
obligations.“ 


Kennedy defended the Alberta “overnment by explaining: 


We (the Alberta Government) Usic) defaulted on the date, not on 
the principal, if ir, Turner had investigated further he would 
have found that we (Albertans) [sic] paid 100 cents on every dollar 
of bonded indebtedness. Interest payinents were cut because wages 
generally at that time had been cut, It was felt that the “wages 
of men should follow (in line with) [gic] the waces of money, "<3 


On a later occasion British Columbia Socred organizer Peer 
Paynter added: 


They think that to pay your bonds on the due date is more important 
than the livelihood of the people of the province, They don't tell 
you that Social Crediters think people are the most important thing 
in the world, 


If you can’t apply your beliefs to your politics, then you should 
change your politics.< 


The Management Cluster: (2) The Recorml Vis~a-Vis Municipalities, 


Related to these heated disasreements on the covernment's general 
handling of revenues was the attention or inattention to municipalities, 
The Campbell Government apparently adopted the recommendations of 4 
special committee on provincial-municipal relations in such a manner that, 
Provincial Treasurer kon Turner charged, the opposition was “overwhelmed.” 
As a result of implementinz the recommendations the “broadside attack" 
which had been going on for several years had dissipated, he claimed, 
Direct aid to municipalities had increased over the years and a new agree- 


25 


ment would see the province cover a much larger share of relief costs. 


22 WFP, May 8,/1953, Pp. 23. 
23.) WFP, May)12, 1953, Dp. 9 
24 WFP, June 4, 1953, p. 27. 
25 WEP, May 1, 1953, p. 33. 
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Candidates in all opposition parties disagreed, The concern 
remained largely unchanzed--provincial surpluses seemed to be formed at 
the expense of the municipalities. "The Liberals never mention,..that 
our municipal taxes are much higher than in some provinces or that 
there has been a marked increase in borrowings by municipalities and 
school districts,” said COF provincial chairman Cordon Fines, He com- 
pared Manitoba’s per capita municipal debt of sixty dollars to Saskat- 
chewan's twenty-seven dollars noting as he did that Saskatchewan had 


had the highest per capita municipal debt in Canada a few years pegtieas 


Premier Ernest Manning of Alberta, one of many Social Credit 
visitors in May-June, 1953, defended his own government's municipal 
record by claiming his administration had given $34,000,000 in loans to 
municipalities compared to Manitoba's 314,000,000, ele 


ven the government's attempts to implement the special commit- 
tee's report were subject to criticism. "Now they are going to the coune 
try to try to buy themselves back into public favor," said Brandon Con- 
servative, R. 0. Lissaman, adding that the most recent increase in muni- 


Cipal aid was “little more than one year's surplus." 26 


The Progressive Conservatives had proposed a loan plan to munici- 
Palities over extended periods and at the same rates at which the pro= 
a Conservative leader iJillis echoed his 
Brandon representative as he spoke of the government's removal of the 
municipal commissioner's levy. lfr. Willis believed that withdrawal of 
the levy had been sought for thirty years and then removed on the eve of 


vince borrowed the money. 


an election, “The change of heart was swift, and late, and touched with 
Panic," Mr. Willis charzed, 22 


Provincial Treasurer Ron Turner answered charges that the 
S0vernment made surpluses while the municipalities starved by noting that 
8 38 per cent drop in the province's dead weight debt 1937-1951 corres- 

Bi Eos. 
26 WFP, May 14, 1953, p. 15. 
27 WFP, May 23,1953, p. 6. 
fone May 2.01953, ny 75 
29 WFP, Hay 9, 1953, p. 9 
Su WFP, May 26, 1953, p. 10. 
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ponded with a drop in municipal net debt. 


A further aspect of this particular issue was the question of 
municipal organization. Both Duff Roblin and Errick Willis castigated 
the government for its inaction in re-organizing the unreconciled over- 
lapping boundaries of two thousand school districts, one hundred rural 
municipalities, villases, towns, hospital districts, drainage maintenance 
districts, Pe oie districts, judicial and land titles districts, 


and so on, Certainly all initiative on the part of the government in 
encouraging the realization of larger school districts had been fore- 
gone so that a potentially bitter issue for Catholic and ethnic minori- 
ties had been avoided, but the sovernment's lack of leadership in 
municipal reorganization was precisely what unset ir, ‘Jillis. "Vital 
interested leadership is verv different from passive permission, We 
believe the province could show smaller municipalities how enlarging 
their boundaries could mean greater efficiency, and in many cases, less 


taxation,” 33 


The Management Cluster: (3) Zducation. 


It seems correct to say that throucshout the entire life of the 
coalition and Liberal-Prozressive Government attempts were made to 
appeal to Catholic and ethnic minority school interests in an “under- 
ground" or “unofficial” manner so that the spirit rather than the 
stringent letter of the Public School Act was carried out. 3H In the 
1953 campaign there were complaints about the sovernnent's failure to 
implement the 1945 recommendations for larger school districts, and 
there were also isolated instances of the “underground practices” 


breaking into the open. One case in particular, that of the Norwood 


BL WEE, May5, 01953, ,4p. 7 

BOT IWE PP wADrL eco geil Goo, Pp. 10. 

34 Quite simply most Manitoba. governments had been content to 
have firm legislation on the books and then via a liberal administering 
of such legislation allow various forms of lansuace and religious in- 
struction and the use of "sectarian" textbooks and facilities. Such an 
approach, as long as it remained "quiet," left the government friend to 
all sections, Perhaps one of the clearest presentations of the existence 
of such practices is Turenne, "The Minority and the pallote sox... 
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schoo] board making use of parish buildings, was called an infringement 
of the Manitoba Public School Act and bitterly attacked by the Crand 
Orange Lodge of Manitoba. The legislative committee of the lodge was 
opposed to monies being “deflected” to such "separate schools in dis- 
guise.” The committee charged that the schools were segregational 
because some of the teachers were "nuns." The two :lorwood schools 
“ostensibly leased as Public School buildings" were “doing indirectly 
what they are forbidden to do directly," said the committee's public 
statement. 


The issue was clearly put in the conclusion of an advertisement: 


It is possible that the Roman Catholic Hierarchy's intention is to 
perpetuate this system of clandestine education throughout the 
Province of Manitoba, and, as a consequence, obtain the Government 
Grants which the Act provides should only be given to properly 
conducted “Public Schools" and not to those schools which are 
merely "Public™ in name, but “Sectarian” in fact? 35 


In this particular case Sducation Minister ¥. C, Miller denied 


the segregation charges and cited his original directive to the Norwood 


board, that students could be assigned in accordance with the act on 


36 


any basis except religious denomination. 


It is important to repeat that this particular issue was dormant 
or largely undeveloped in 1953; it was not a major issue evident to all. 
But it does serve as an example of the way in which certain issues can 
be avoided, as well as an example of a particular variety of election 
issue that political scientists might wish to call "latent” or "dormant," 


and historians “undeveloped,” "potential," or even “smoldering, " 


Of a more "evident" nature in educational issues in the 1953 
Campaign were discussions of the use of school trust funds and teaching 
and classroom shortages. The Progressive Conservative program proposed 
increased grants, salaries, and a building program, most of which would 
be paid for out of combining the use of the school lands trust fund 
with general evens funds and relieving realty tax burdens. The Free 


Press attempted to show how use of the trust funds would eventually 


ee 


35 WFP, May 30, 1953, p. 26 
36 WFP, June 2, 1953, p. 33. 
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big 


leave the province worse off than it was, but Errick Willis argued 
that the newspaper misunderstood him, He desired to combine the school 
trust fund with common reserves, as he too recognized that it was "not 


Q 
sufficient to meet current needs." 38 


The low level of spending on education was now directly linked 
by candidates as the cause of teacher shortares, The lack of funding 
to fill needed shortages was strongly condemned, At Iberville ltr. Willis 
complained; 
In education we are known nationally as a backward province. And it 
was not so long ago that the Manitoba government stood second lowest 


among all provinces in educational grants. The two greatest prob- 
lems, more school rooms and more teachers have been completely over- 


looked. 39 
Education Hinister Miller outlined increases in grants to educa- 
tion by his government and posited what was a common approach to criti- 
cism of Errick Willis, that he had supported the government's education 
policy in 1949 when it was five million dollars less than it was in 1953. 


W. C. Miller, a Conservative turned Liberal-Progressive, ex- 
plained that no increase in normal school facilities would solve the 
teaching shortage as argued by some Winnipeg candidates, as facilities 
were not being used to capacity, and Winnipeg's problem seemed related 
to the small percentage of teachers opting for elementary school 
teaching. 


The Management Cluster: (4) Highways. 


The government's ability to dismiss charges made by Errick — 
Willis, because of his previous position in the government, was most in 
evidence in discussions of Manitoba highways. It was, perhaps unfor- 
tunately, Conservative policy that an amount equal to all gasoline taxes 


and license fees should be plowed directly into road-building. The Pro- 


37 Hditorial: "Conservative Platforn," WFP, liay 6, 1953, p. 23. 
38 WFP, May 23, 1953, p. 13. 

39. UFP, May 6, 1953, p. 11. 

hO WFP, Hay 9, 1953, De 9 
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vincial Treasurer and the ree Press were quick to point out that the 
amounts spent by the government on road-building were greater than the 
total taxes on gasoline and license fees in every year since 1946, 

Hence, to follow the Progressive Conservative platform would mean a 
decrease in spending on oe As Public JJorks 'dnister, Im Willis 
had left unspent a two million dollars surolus in his department, 
according to Provineial Treasurer Turner, an amount which represented 21 
per cent of the total covernment underspendin= from 1945 to 1950. Iir. 
Turner also cited statements nade by arrick willis as recently as the end 
of February 1950 praising Manitoba's roads as "superior in every respect" 


to those of all the other western prea ns ge 


There scemslittle doubt that Manitoba's roads had been subject 
to much controversy, and many city-based noliticians like Liberal Mayor 
Ray Fennell of Fort Garry called for vrovincial assistance for the 
development and maintenance of truck routes which, he said, had “been a 
heavy drain on the finances" of areas like St. 3oniface, St. Vital and 


Fort peo One of the thirty-eight points on the lencthy Progressive 
Conservative platfor called for the province to take over "complete 


financial responsibility for truck eehvaek tts 


Errick Willis attenptecd to keep up the attack by justifying his 
Own position. Recent highway surpluses were "two and three times as large 
as the surpluses left by myself,” he said, and while recent governnent 
spending on highways exceeded the proposed sun of taxés and fees for such 
use, that was because the sovernment had “its eve on the cominz elections 


of June gute 


4] Sditorial: "Mr, Willis's Highways," .Fe, say 5, De 7, and 
May 29, 1953, pd. 25. 


42 iFP, May 22, 1953, p.3. 
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Wy WFP, May 5, 1953, >. 1. 

45 WFP, June 1, », 21, and May 9, 1953, DP. 9. 
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Are There Any lajor Issues? 


Half-way through the campaign the Free Press carried a dis- 
cussion of the campairn which described what it called "colorless plat- 
forms." The government, it was said, was just standine pat and refuting 
criticisms while opposition parties merely belittled the sovernnent for 
not doing nore, There were no major issues, the article sence 
A Toronto editorial explained the lack of major issues by relating that 
observation to the province's conservatisn. 

Manitoba where a so called Progressive administration has been in 
power for 31 years is actually the most Conservative regime in 
Canada. Note how dull the issues, how few the headlines, how rare 

, the news, how quiet the campaign. The provincial campaign is dreary 
because the Opposition cannot find any issues, Premier Douglas 4p 
Campbell is such a cautious man he does not even open up any issues, 

Winnipeg CCF’er A, M. Israels commented with tongue in cheek on 
one of the “colorless platforms" of the campaign--the thirty-eight point 
document of the Progressive Conservatives, "Quite an array,” he said, 
"Woodrow Wilson would pacify the world with fourteen and Moses got along 
with ten.” Israels also had some words that might explain any lack of 
Color in the campaign: "Willis was too recently in Mr, Campbell's arms 
to now be at his ehrostst' = 


One senior Winnipegger did observe a number of issues in the 


Campaign and his letter to the Free Press vividly reviews them: 


Mr. Campbell might well have told us with what magic his Government, 
so helpless and indifferent during the depression years, came to be 

so generous and financially sound today. Why sir; they have the money 
available now to buy themselves back into office and pay for Winnipeg 
Electric without borrowing a cent. Perhaps they hoarded this money 
for this purpose while they bankrupted the municipalities and school 
boards and starved the civil service and rural school teachers in the 
hungry thirties. 


46 WFP, May 9, 1953, D. 3. 


47 The Monetary Times, June 1953, p. 21s 
48 WFP, June Ger ooey ln ts 
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Mr. Campbell might have told us why a rural vote is better than 

two urban votes. He took no credit for the redistribution of 1949. 

Rep by pop is not a dead issue yet. He said nothing on his own 

heroic conduct during the flood of 1950. He did not make clear why 

Manitoba is better off because margarine must be colored only by 

housewives. Perhaps the women need the exercise ?49 

There were, however, two major issues in the 1953 campaign, which 

may have escaped the editors of The Monetary Times, the Winhipegger's 
letter, and perhaps others. One, the debate on Manitoba's health plan, 
was a largely colorless and complex matter, much of it confined to the 
pages of the Free Press, The other was much more lively, the Social 
Credit "invasion," 


Major Issues: 1) Health Plans. 


The crux of the health plan issue was the debate over the Manitoba 
Blue Cross program and how it compared with neighboring Saskatchewan's 
compulsory hospitalization plan. There were various parts to the debates 
the comparative costs; the extent of coverage in terms both of numbers and 
and types of illnesses; the length of stay in hospitals and the period in 
which long-term illnesses were to be handled; and the apparent abuses of 


existing state plan systems. 


There were three or four major participants in the debate: the 
Free Press with its editorials against a compulsory scheme; a letter writer 
who always signed himself "Wamas"; the new leader of the CCF party, Lloyd 
Stinson, and the province's former Health and Welfare Minister, Ivan Schultz. 


Very early in the campaign the Free Press responded editorially 
to T. J, Bentley, Saskatchewan's Minister of Health who cited Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics figures to prove his province's health costs per 
capita were less than Manitoba’s., Bentley also argued that comparisons 
of patient-days of care indicated twice as much care in Saskatchewan; that 
the state plan covered 94 per cent of Saskatchewan's population compared 


49 letter to the editor signed "Qldtimer,” Winnipeg. WFP, 
May 27, 1953, p. 11. 
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to about 40 per cent covered by Manitoba's voluntary plan; and that the 
difference in administrative costs were lower for both beneficiary and as 
a percentage of total government spending in Ssehatohenatie” 


These statistics, particularly the figures for per capita health 
costs, were continually debated throughout the entire campaign among the 
Free Press, “Wamas," and Stinson. The controversy was over whether their 
meaning was changed by the fact that special services were included in 
the Manitoba figure being used for comparison, and not in the Saskatchewan 
figure. The consequences of such an argument could prove Manitoba to be 
operating at a slightly lower per capita cost, contrary to Bentley's 
original contention. Even photocopies of the official figures and the 
most elaborate arguments failed to prove unquestionably convincing. Such 
are the seemingly piddling ingredients of a sreat social and political 
issue. 


The general position of the Free Press is best expressed in the 
editor's own words. 


Here in Manitoba, the question of state versus voluntary hospitalization 
is a simple one. Do we wish to have $7,000,000 of our money taken out 
of our pockets by taxation to pay for a state hospitalization policy 
which will not increase the efficiency of our hospitals in the slightest 
degree nor add anything to the care we now receive, Or do we wish to 
keep pug $7,000,000 in our own pockets to be saved or spent as we 
please. A 


The question was a “simple one” for the Free Press because the 
newspaper was convinced that costs were appreciably less for Manitoba's 
Own scheme, A more detailed explanation of the general position was 
written as part of a response to the first “Wamas" letter. 


Over half of our local population is covered by the Blue Cross and 
insurance policies. These policies cost less than one half what the 
wasteful Saskatchewan policy costs the people of that province. 
Indeed the coverage here in greater Winnipeg is much greater than 

50 per cent because it is here that the bulk of the Blue Cross and 
insurance company policy holders reside. Outside of Winnipeg, as the 
vote in the legislature showed, the people are simply not interested 
in state hospitalization, They are satisfied with their present 
hospital services. 


To adopt compulsory state paid hospitalization would cost the people 
of Manitoba an extra $7,000,000 on top of our $54,000,000 budget. We 


ae . a" 


50 Letter to the Editor. WFP, April 24, 1953, p. 31. 
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would have to raise the gasoline tax several cents per gallon and 
impose a retail tax on all sales--just as Saskatchewan had to do. 
And this very real burden which would reduce everyone's standard of 
living would bg placed upon our people quite needlessly. The gain 
would be nil. 

The “Wamas" letter of May 4, 1953 seemed prepared to admit that 
the Saskatchewan system might appear to be more expensive than Manitoba's 
but such coverage was "complete...for an indefinite period," whereas 
Manitoba's plan offered no protection for lengthy illnesses like polio, 
fe. 


cancer, sclerosis, or heart trouble, 


The Free Press cited some exceptions to the "Wamas" contention 
but the major thrust of the counter-argument, oft-repeated by the editors, 
was that 96.8 per cent of all cases were cleared up within thirty-one 
days--the maximum percentage coverage period of the Blue Cross plan. Since 
only nine out of eight thousand cases would require coverage beyond a 
ninety-day period when Blue Cross offered no percentage coverage, the 
newspaper asked “Is it sensible to pile taxes on everyone for this 
reason? Surely the old axiom applies, that hard cases make bad laws. "9" 


A later "Wamas” letter. argued that per capita cost comparisons 
were misleading because “the province with the fewest hospital-bed facilities 
is bound to come out on top. Manitoba, with its poor hospital bed facilities 
is bound to have the lowest costs." "Wamas" also cited recent Free Press 
stories which spoke of “jammed” hospital facilities which “lagged pathetically 
behind the needs of the city." The editor provided a note to this particular 
letter: "The fact that more beds are required is no evidence of inefficiency 
in our hospital operations and certainly no reason to embark on the foolish 
and wasteful course adopted in Saapatehenan ais 


A third letter replied to the Free Press contention that very few 


persons were effected by long term coverage over ninety days. "...if the 


51 Editorial: "Mr. Bentley Enters the Lists," WFP, April 24, 
1953, Pe Ze 


52 Editorial: "Wamas letter," WFP, May 4, 1953, p. 17. 
53 WFP, May 19535) Der G 
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problem is as small as you say it is the few long term hospital cases 
should then make little difference to the (Blue Cross) (sic] budeet."° 


To this third letter the Free Press argued that the Blue Cross 
did not cover all cases indefinitely because its purpose was to “encourage 
patients to leave as quickly as their health pernits, ">" "Wamas" again 
replied by observing that insurance was for protection and that the Blue 
Cross scheme just did not have that for lengthy nip This last 
letter also re-opened the question of the numbers of Manitobans covered 


by the voluntary scheme. 


CCF leader Lloyd Stinson recited the weaknesses of the Blue Cross 
Plan; “it only covers 42 per cent of the population" and “it offers no 
09 Lloyd Stinson, Donovan Swailes 
and Gordon Fines, leading CCF spokesmen, expressed concern for the 58 per 


protection against lengthy illness, 


cent of the population not covered by the scheme. In twelve or thirteen 
years the government had only enlisted "the easier half" of the population, 
said ayiiles.~ The CCF spokesmen took exception to statements made by 
Attorney-General (former Health Minister) Ivan Schultz that a compulsory 
system would encourage people wanting things "free to excess” and that 
doctors would be forced to work without discretion and hospital workers 

to act irresponsibly, Arguments like the above, plus the general conten- 
tion by the Free Press that the British health system was quite simply 
"expensive" and subject to gross abuse, prompted Stinson to speak of the 
province as "dominated by the theories of the Sifton press." "Mr. Schultz 
and his colleagues take a very low view of human nature," Stinson asserted, 
The U.K. experience, Stinson maintained, was tainted not by abuse but by 
"an appalling backlog of medical needs that had to be taken care o wel 


56 WFP, May 13, 1953, p. 13. 


57 Editorial: “More Wamas: Hospital Insurance," WFP, May 13, 
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Throughout the course of the campaign advertisements, statements, 
platforms and letters were directed to the public for consideration. The 
Conservatives called for free medical care for all menelonenat & doctors 
expressed their fear of "state medicine"; °° and a Manitoba Hospital 
Services Association advertisement named the leading businessmen in large 
companies as it argued that “labor and management approve Blue Cross." - 
Progressive Conservative candidates Stephen Juba and J. Stepnuk advocated 
sweepstakes to pay for hospitals and others opposed the suggestion, 3 
And the Blue Cross carried large advertisements to encourage subscribers 


in rural areas, 


Finally, as the campaign drew to a close, one medical practitioner 
warned that with all the talk of cost statistics the “basic issues are 
apt to be obscured or forgotten,” Those issues were related to specific 
ends which, he cited, were to provide hospital care for all whose illness 
requires it and to provide it irrespective of the income capacity of the 
needy individual. "Has the Blue Cross fulfilled or is it likely to fulfill 
these aims?,"” he asked. The same doctor also charged that the 3lue Cross 
scheme excluded the over-aged, those whose medical history was such that 
it seemed likely they might “require hospital care in the foreseeable 
future," and those who could not afford the premiums. He claimed to have 


files on patients refused Wevereres 


To this last serious set of complaints the Free Press reiterated 
its position that the doctor “should understand that under every system 
there are hard cases," "(3Jut the old and well tried English maxim holds-- 
hard cases make bad laws. It would be folly to enact a general law as a 
means of dealing with cases of the kind he mentions.” There was something 
of a picture of “riding off into the sunset," as the Free Press remained 


62 WFP, May 5, 1953, p. 8. 
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USAPMAS Be yt joncad tues ti 


: ie Town 
exit, abt axeh bane sO% ‘absige ‘at 0 


ATTA ° ane wages an ey ‘sit a pp Kani 
| ten oH Bd bidet A hi ie eat) 
hataoc ya, aa hh ; na’ rer ied sath bre | 

a RO st: sans wid perogger geaiiabor tans stesiqend 
dint hen endine ope aty one oe sory sdeeiaa Se 


a Dace 2 ita +6 bE ge ‘sno voto 8 a pull 


ie ae win 


hited £ Seow rts me Prey s bia bbend poeins ot ere 
wit! "a eh tnagen emot at Th: aeliongewngh tt ‘ebtvong\ 


ete vd Loner ak Be ee ‘ait ies aaa sul ‘att eal” ’ 
He ator) ee cofe act Sant bola oaks ‘gohebh baie wd be 


crag 


thy done ne create ‘tabhpan “eine ‘abet 4 
pidaadavadt gt baie ne ome Fad ties sahopd ‘ | 
@ evad af penta ait Leanna oe vintive bi 
ee ey pia ) Pipers — 
best axed bie Pea we: ot ey, tee singin a 
neta ye br aye obra sant auyptertabws tibaodla"” aot emt eit 4 
| ~ehtoa mixer seg 6 Lagat betas (lee brik Sha, orth ch M aagpe De 
08 wal Laxoreon’ Ataane, et ‘int “aa Stance at : anal bed ¥ | 
soba one soe ores ‘ounobtitin ih hath wit ‘te Renae tty, a 
| Peat is, oe am ‘oper eet ma tment hid o, 9 caied ®. 
Sage 7 aa) ta ae A eis ct bt ya, oe | 
Pay a Oy ieee 2! ih Eb, a 
| ry | 4 ie “is A ye oeeReE lt eat ee ae) : 
i Vg | ed nt dey MRR YL eet, Sm,” 
ey ee nes Ph ee 2a eB RT) AS: tat Lm se 
; u | ass os ae (eR, As daw a nar * ven” berate tinal Bisset 
“ Carle 
. i iu 


520 


undaunted to the end: "What "MD' is talking about is a further gasoline 
tax of three of four cents per gallon and a retail sales tax on all 
purchases. In every way our people are just as healthy and as well cared 
TOL sa co. 


Major Issues: i) The Social Credit "Invasion." 


The Social Credit “invasion” opened a series of issues about 
which the most vituperative language was employed. The Free Press carried 
lengthy articles and editorials and dug up cartoons and comments from its 
1936 files to warn Manitobans of the "dangers" of the party. There were 
' several quite separate issues involved. The very presence of what Premier 
Campbell called the “invading party" prompted questions about Socred MLA's 
and MP's salaries and desertion of their own provinces, “If our friends 
from the west would provide electrification for their farmers instead of 
preaching to us down here, the farmers of Aloerta would be a lot better 
off,” the Premier said in a reference to the superior rural electrification 


69 


record in his own province, ~ 


Social Credit ideology called for "Christian principles of freedom," 
whereby governments were responsible for bringing results in the management 
of affairs and in the service of the individual and his freedom, "That 
which is physically possible and desirable can and must be made financially 


possible," said visiting organizer Peer ees 


The international monetary system must, it was argued, be organized 
so as to cease "tying the hands of the provincial government,” Rhineland 
Social Crediter V. Peters explained that the governments under the present 
system "must do, not what the people desire, but what they are told to do." 
Social Credit, Peters said, was the “economic answer to Communism,” There 
were but three choices open in the existing economic system: depression 


au 
and unemployment, war and artificial prosperity, or Social Credit.” 


68 Editorial note to previous letter, WFP, June €, 1953, p. 21. 
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Such arguments meant that Socreds were extremely critical of 
Dominion-provincial agreements which, from the party's view, merely 
furthered the alienation of provincial governments from their people, 
Hence, there were some bitter words exchanged throughout the campaign 
as to who was responsible for the most and least favorable clauses in 
recent Dominion-provincial decisions. But the Social Credit "ideology" 
also encouraged an extremely critical stance in international affairs of 
the United Nations, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and 
of the alleged lack of sovereignty involved in sending Canadian troops 
to Korea. 


The Free Press called such a stance "prehistoric" as it warned the 
Manitoba electorate that Social Crediters were a “people...opposed to 
internationalism and collective security...who would make future wars in- 


| evitable, whose proposals would make peace utterly unobtainable, "’~ 


Orvis Kennedy explained that his party was opposed to agreements 
which involved the surrender of Canadian sovereignty. He spoke of the 
veto power in the United Nations which could declare war and involve 
Canadian troops wherever the Veto nations decided. Dumbarton Oaks and 
the establishment of the United Nations had taken away Canada’s right to 
control its own money since "through unilateral trade agreements Canada 
gave up the right to decide with whom it would trade," Kennedy said. And, 
again, in reference to Korea, Kennedy asked a Minnedosa audience: “Was 
Parliament asked about sending men to Korea? Will it be asked about 
sending men to China, if that is the next war?"’? 


The accumulation of Social Credit's impatience with national and 
international economic and political institutions, when added to the 
Alberta experience of disallowance of Social Credit legislation which 
would appear to revolutionize economic life and limit the press, caused 
virulent outbursts from the Free Press. 


72 Editorial: “Prehistoric,” WFP, April 30, 1953, Dp. 9. 
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Notwithstanding the pious perorations and the numerous references to 
Christianity of the organizers, Social Credit means the police state. 
Social Credit does not believe in freedom, in the independence of the 
individual, in international co-operation, It believes in a completely 
controlled and regulated state in which every individual would be 
compelled by economic penalites to work where and at what job he is 
assigned by the state. It believes in the complete control by the 
state of every business. It believes in state control of all prices, 
of all production. It is the implacable foe of a free press. It 
believes that men and women snout know only what the Social Credit 
Government chooses to tell them. 


These editorial comments were designed to warn Manitobans that 
Wise judges had already cast their verdict on Social Credit by the dis- 
allowance of provincial legislation from 1935 to 1938. Social Credit had 
not changed in the view of the Free Press, but merely directed its atten- 
tions to the national scene. Witness these two editorial comments: 


Because it lacked power to apply its crack-pot monetary theories, 

and to enforce its isolationist, illiberal and extremely dmgerous 
policies, many people may dismiss Social Credit as a kind of new- 
fangled Conservative party, But this is not so, Social Credit is 

now striving to capture the national Government. That is why the 
party organizers have entered Manitoba in this election, The party 
leaders at no time have disavowed the Douglas theories.,..the Social 
Credit party has openly and directly attacked our free institutions,... 


There is no room for this kind of movement here in Manitoba.’ 

e»ethe purpose of present activity is to establish a base in this 
province for the forthcoming federal election.... The electors in 
making up their mind about this party need not rely on the utterances 
of politicans, The highest court in Canada has delivered judgement, 


In 1936, the Free Press after careful study of Social Credit theory, 
declarations and statutes, said this: 


"The rights of the individual in Alberta under Social Credit would be 
limited to a degree unknown except under dictatorships. The 
resemblances between Social Credit and Fascism are very close." 


The Free Press repeats this considered judgement of 1936 as a warning 
to individuals who may be puuap co be this theory but who do not 
realize what it really means. 
Speaking in Beausejour, Paynter said of the Free Press: "They 
must realize our power otherwise they would not criticize our policy.” 


74 Editorial: "No Room." WFP, May 5, 1953, p. 17. 
75 Abid. 
76 Wditorlal: “Removing the Mask," WF, May 16, 1953, p. 21. 
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The British Columbia organizer claimed that the same criticisms had been 
made in his own province before the Socred victory there, and that 
papers in British Columbia now called for Social Credit support prov- 
incially and Liberal federally,’ 


Alberta's Attorney-General Lucien Maynard spoke in French to a 
St. Boniface audience in hopes of rejuvenating the long-standing Franco- 
Manitoban support for “Creditisme,."” The Alberta minister confirmed the 
contention that Social Credit had its eyes on federal power as well as 
in Manitoba. He gave as reasons: 
If we want to avoid the depression here we must send to Ottawa men 


who will put into effect Social Credit financial policies and create 
the purchasing power lost in reductions in defence spending. 


You need a Social Credit government here in Manitoba just as much to 

put pressure on Ottawa. Give yourselves this government and let us 

get a government in Ottawa which will put into operation the principle 

of issuing credit across Canada./ 

Other Social Credit "invaders" had included Rev. E.G, Hansell, 

Alberta Socred MP, Martin Kelln of Saskatchewan, a national organizer, 
Bob Jorgensen, Alberta MLA and Solon Low, national leader, The party 
nominated forty-three candidates, five more than the Progressive Conservatives, 
The CCF had a mere twenty-five candidates, only eleven of which were in 
ow 


rural constituencies. The extent of Social Credit activity prompted 
Peer Paynter to exclaim "The people of this province are demanding that 


we have a Social Credit government. We are going to win,” 


It is at the same time one of the pities and one of the delights 
of discovery in a study of this kind that so little of the excitment of 
the Manitoba campaigns was known in other parts of Canada and discussed 


in their newspapers and newsmagazines. 


77 WEP, Hay 8, 1953, p. 13. 

78 WFP, May 14, 1953, p. 32. - 

79 CPG (1957), pp. 528-530, and WFP, May 26, 1953, De 9 
80 WFP, May 11, 1953, p. 13. 
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William Kardash and Anti-Communism. 


One further dimension to the kind of ideological warfare 
witnessed in the two major issues discussed above was the pervasiveness 
of the cold war milieu in 1953. William Kardash, the lone Labor 
Progressive candidate in the 1953 campaign was caught up in the anti- 
communism of this cold-war period. The LPP was still very much a part 
of the campaign as it complained about Premier Campbell's failures to 
implement any of the twenty amendments to the Labor Relations Act in the 
past four years. But the Free Press was determined that Manitoba 
voters should rid the legislature of its last remaining Communist and the 
paper called on North Winnipeggers to ask whose side Kardash would be on 


in the event of war between the British Commonwealth and the Soviet Union, °2 


Kardash, in a letter to the Free Press, explained his stance in the 
campaign, while criticizing the Liberal paper for stooping to “war-scare"™ 
tactics when Gordon Churchill, Sidney Smith, and other national politicians 
were calling for understand ing of the Soviet Untton. A segment of his letter 
and the editorial note in reply captures this minor but nevertheless sig- 
nificant question in this era of Joseph McCarthy's vicious investigations 
into “unAmerican activities," 


You support the introduction of the witch-hunt into all public affairs 
and institutions. Your conception of free institutions bears the 
stamp of a new swastika, McCarthy's edition. 


You insult the intelligence of the electors of Winnipeg North when 
you think that by using the witch-hunting methods of McCarthy you 
will stampede them into fear, cow them into submission to the Liberal 
war program. I am confident they will endorse the program of peace, 
turning the huge war expenditures for the needs of our people in our 
province--the program I advocate in this election. 


The editorial note followed immediately: 


This is the usual kind of Communist abuse and double talk. The 
question put to Mr. Kardash by the Free Press remains unanswered, We 


81 WFP, May 30, 1953, p. 10. 
82 Editorial: "Mr. Kardash," WFP, May 29, 1953, p. 22. 
83 WFP, June 4, 1953, p. 10. 
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put it to him again: 
In the event of war between Canada and Soviet Russia--which side 
will you be on?83 
Similar anti-communist fears were expressed during the campaign 
over fair empioyment practice legislation, stronsly welcomed and defended 
by some, but tagged an “extension of statism and bureaucracy" into the 


conduct of private enterprise and business," by others. 


Other Minor Issues, 


It is still not all that difficult to gain a perspective on the 
1953 campaign that would support the Monetary Times contention that 
Douglas Campbell was too cautious a man to raise issues, The central 
thrust of opposition attacks outside of the CCF debate on health plans was 
to criticize the essential conservatism of the government, There was very 
little substantive debate on issues beyond that. The hydro-electric 
issues had been largely resolved and had not been at issue in the legis- 
lature for the first time in eight Wont. In the north, however, there 
were still complaints that northern development was being held up by a 


lack of cheap power, A CCF resolution in The Pas complained that the 
Campbell Government “declined to develop new power sites until a market 

is available, nor has it done anything about exploiting existing power 
facilities to full seo eAa SE Provincial CCF secretary Donavan Swailes 
Claimed that private enterprise had failed in the power situation in 
Manitoba, ruined the northern fur business and left government to come to 


the Seeone. 


The Social Credit candidate for The Pas, W. M. Calvert condemned 
the tardiness of the Campbell Government in taking over hydro development. 
Calvert claimed the government could have purchased all the power plants 
on the Winnipeg River in 1949 at $19 per share but "they fooled around for 


84 See letters to the editor, WFP, Avril 16, p. lls May 7, p. 18; 
and May 14, 1953, p. 44. 


85 The Nonetary Times, June, 1953, p. 4. 
86 WFP, May 1, 1953, p. 33. 
87 Ibid. 
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three years, then bought them in 1952 for $42 a share > 


Once again the issue was not what the government had done but its 


indecisive and overly-cautious demeanour, 


The government cited its new industrial department and program 
for research into rust-resistant wheat to fight back isolated criticisms 
that industry and agricultural research had been neglected. 


There was little to criticize in the rural electrification 
program, save perhaps Mr. Campbell's persistence in using that program 
as a gallee of Manitoba's superior development compared with Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, At the time of the campaign 34,500 farms were serviced with 
an additional five thousand to be added by the end of 1953 which would make 
Manitoba “the most completely electrified province in Genadat 


Although isolated, there were spirited attacks on the government's 
welfare program, CCF'er Morris Gray, for example, claimed the govern- 
ment ignored pensioners. The existing payment of $40 per month represented 
a provincial increase of $20 over 25 years of operation since the respon- 
sibility was handed over by the Dominion. "Today this is all the present 
administration and its defendants can offer them,” said Gray, "this 
starvation pittance." “And may it be noted that the government can plead 
no poverty of its own in these days of continued soaring liquor profits 


90 


and other revenues." 


A. H. Mackling (CCF-Assiniboia) cited a number of areas of weakness, 


including pensions and continued reluctance to work on the side of labor, 


One need only look at the daily press for statements revealing the 
utter failure of the former Manitoba government to realize the 
decadence of the Campbell hierarchy with regard to housing, 
hospitalization and education, 


Their "Gerrymander" of 1949 ruthlessly exploiting such constituencies 
as Assiniboia and the shocking hard-heartedness of the “coalition 
carryover" towards old age pensioners, among others, reveal the true 
scope of its injustice and inhumanity. 


88 WFP, June 6, 1953, pe. 10. 


89 The Monetary Times, June 1953, p. Hé. 
90 WFP, May 30, 1953, p. 10. 
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Another "revelation of reaction and anti-labor" was Hon. C, E, 
Greenlay's advocating that workers should work long hours for less. 
This was the substance of an address by Mr. Greenlay, provincial 
labor minister, to a resolution by Donovan Swailes, MLA, for a 40-hour 
week, 
Such criticisms were met by Liberal-Progressive candidates like 
David Graham of \Wiinnipeg with a report of government spending which 
showed increases in welfare payments, assistance to municipalities and 
an “assured liability for sixty per cent of accepted municipal welfare 


2 
costs over the standard municipal level, "7" 


The criticisms above make reference to several other issues not 
yet examined, There was first of all a revival of contention over liquor 
legislation in the province. Several candidates ran on platforms which 
would encourage or discourage “mixed” beer parlours. Local option votes 
were still being conducted throughout the province on this question and 
so kept it in the forefront. The amount of government revenue from sale 
of liquor, liquor licenses and fines for breaking liquor laws was of such 
concern as to prompt South Winnipegzers to organize a Prosperity for 
Posterity Party to oppose any expansion of liquor sales. They and others 
also proposed the initiation of temperance education in public schools. 7” 
The Progressive Conservatives advocated an independent commission which 


would investigate and report on the state of liquor laws in the province, 


91 WFP, May 27, 1953, p.- 8. Mr. Mackling seems to be referring 
to the fact that heavily populated suburban areas like Assinibola were 
ever more grossly under-represented in the legislature and instead of 
being made into new and smaller constituencies were simply held together 
in a way which furthered partisan purposes. Footnote 96 to follow, 
explains the phenomenon in Transcona. The Liberal-Progressive Party, or 
what remained of coalition, he also condemned for its use of funds for 
matters like debt reduction when citizens like old-age pensioners were 

wanting for a lack of monies expended for their welfare. 


92 WFP, May 22, 1953, p. 3. 
93 WFP, April 30, p. 9. Also May 28, p. 15; June 3, p. 63 


and June 4, 1953, p. 27. 
94 WFP, May 11,, p. 5, and June 3, 1953, p. ll. 
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Redistribution and the Results, 


The Conservatives also proposed an independent commission in 
another area of bitter controversy, redistribution. Lewis St. G. Stubbs 
returned to active politics specifically to contest the long-standing 
“denial” of Winnipeg's "rightful revresentation in the legislature." 

Mr. Stubbs claimed the Winnipeg area required at least eighteen seats to 


be properly represented,” 


Transcona Mayor and CCF candidate A, R, Paulley was particularly 
irfate. His home constituency, he claimed, had a population of 16,500 
compared to Portare La Prairies’ 4,485, yet both were represented by one 
member, The Manitoba Conference of the United Chruch of Canada, Chambers 
of Commerce, and labor councils had all spoken of the unfairness of the 
distribution of seats, Paulley joined such groups in advocating the 
Australian system of dividing the total population by the number of seats 
and allowing a leeway of no more than five per cent, Paulley was convinced 
the Liberals feared a loss of etal? Time was to prove that the 
Liberals did in fact have much to fear by a redistribution designed by an 
independent commission. 


But on June 8 and 9 it was clear that that day had not yet 
arrived, Premier Campbell's own Liberal-Progressives had easily re- 
Captured the reigns of govermnent achieving the highest popular 


95 WFP, May 11, 1953, p. 9. M. S. Donnelly notes that in June 
1952, there were 228,280 registered urban voters represented by 17 seats 
and 224,083 rural voters represented by 40. Government of Manitoba, p. 79. 


96 WFP, May 22, 1953, p. 18. M. S. Donnelly claims there were 
about twenty thousand persons in Xildonan-Transcona and describes the 
Constituency in such a way as to allow us to understand something of the 
frustration felt on this issue, "The constituency of Kildonan-Transcona 
Consisted of the entire municivalities of Hast and West Kildonan and the 
town of Transcona despite the fact that no geographic or economic bonds 
exist among any of the three parts. East and West Kildonan are separated 
by the Red River and there are no connecting bridges. No road or highway 
leads directly from Zast Kildonan to Transcona, Economically there is 
NO connection between Transcona and the two Kildonans and the latter are 
more competitive with than complementary to each other, in that each 
desires more industry. In short the constituency as it was could not be 
Tepresented." However, Russ Paulley was elected to do just that: 
Donnelly, The Government of Manitoba, p. 79. 
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vote and percentage of popular vote since 1915. The Progressive 
Conservative Party had undoubtedly started the long road back with a 
doubling of their popular vote, The Social Credit Party polled its 
highest ever Manitoba performance with almost 36,000 votes and over 13 
per cent of the total ballots cast. . 


CCF support continued to narrow itself to Winnipeg and Kildonan- 
Transcona--a mere five seats and a further drop in popular vote from 
34.1 in 1945, 26.1 in 1949, and in 1953, 16,6 per cent. The polarities 
in urban and rural support and between north and south sections of 
Winnipeg for each of the parties continued to enlarge. (See Winnipeg 
popular vote comparisons). 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1953. 


% 

12S ee SEATS POPULAR POPULAR SEATS 

WON VOTH VOTE WON 
Liberal-Progressive 3G 109,614 41.0 61.4 
Progressive Conservative 12 54,278 21.0 21,0 
CCF 5 Ly, 332 16.6 8.8 
Social Credit E Corts) ISS) ays 
Labor Progressive 1 apoue 1.4 10 
Independents. ) 17,850 Co S155) 
WINNIPEG POPULAR VOTE COMPARISONS. 
men Rk TY PROVINCE WPG.-ST. BON. WPG. SOUTH WP. NORTH 

-wW IDE KTLD,-TRASS, ONLY ONLY 

Liberal-Progressive 41.0 Bue 3307 Za «6 
Progressive Conservative 21.0 1857 41.5 8.3 
CCR 16.6 29.1 20.8 39.9 
Social Credit 1335 5.9 4,0 4,2 
Labor Progressive 1.4 Be -- L766 


Independents 6.7 10.9 -- 8.4 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1953. 


Province-wide, Clusters. 

1. Government Spending Record. (Right). 
(a) Debt reduction, surplus budgeting, and provincial debt, 
(b) Monies for utilities. 


2. Municipal debt - and Grants to Municipalities, 


(a) Municipal Organization. 


3. Education, 
(a) Teaching and classroom shortages. 
(b) Grants and use of school trust funds. 
(c) Larger school districts. 
(ad) "Separate schools in disguise’. (Underlying). 
(1) Norwood board use of parish buildings, (Specific, Evident). 


4, Highways. 
(a) Use of gasoline taxes and auto licenses. 


(b) Provincial assistance for truck routes. 


5. Health Plans. (Social, Prompted). 
(a) Blue Cross versus compulsory hospitalization, 
(1) Comparative costs 
(11) Extent of coverage. 


6. Social Credit "Invasion", (Political). 
(a) Socreds and Canada's international role. (Federal). 
(v) Socreds, power and Fascism. (partly Federal). 
(c) Socreds and Dominion-provincial conference. 
(a) Socreds, disallowance and bond default. (Dead). 


(e) Alberta record and invasion of organizers, 


yy 
“tae tiered toudtsie tee Cl Sree 
rye il cototedard foram: 
| sxe sey ear: mop bleak skoodoa. 
han nhyil yatitoed’? sono Leis vaeksiog: a) we: Iapod he 0 
? “weoneobt pres ‘eee wnat enttonta 


nm adil rang imi sora ot i 


| m3 oni sig) | ‘i inert” re 
ane en fa). fate Kans Sere ne P) Papers 6 Bee aberwo 
ar ‘ ft ‘i “hi ‘ peal ie pete vitae) ae tine stented: a rene { 
ain i aa ae Bs 7 aanerse tae Kabenttopenin tnt AB. eid “ ebeeae8, 
‘ eee neh ae Rees) staged beng thew: optiwattiea tb vebiecaat) 7 


vr 


STANT OAR esti TOL, & » moat ial bem gey, sisedih 


ni NR} , 
: ; : i a4 =u ie vt i # co 


a 
ee . gy) 
' i ' - 
: Gridin 
' { y ee ha, ae, 
Sa) Oita 6 
4 b wy a ae 
tna pa . ‘ Ae : 
; r pa ! ' | i * Ge 
i (yen 
’ } ae 
' an : 
1 : , i lee i+ wi < 
; are \encaaae £8 ie BA 
dual t Ee y a | iv eae 
Se os eG, ; 
Kit Pi : ee a 
- 7 i ca Pr i i 
4 mt . ms 
io ene Ail t 0 
,~ i u 
fs Ro ny 
2a U ' hy b { 
: j 1S 
nie : 
i r q amy | 
p! oy | et id } 


531 


Minor and/or Local. 


Daylight Saving Time Plebiscites. 

Coloring of Margarine, 

Anti-Communism and William Kardash. (Diffuse, Right). 

Power Needs of the North. (Local). 

Gerrymandering and redistribution, (Local, 2olitical). 

Mixed Beer Parlours and Local Option Votes. (Local). 

Fair Employment Practice legislation and Labor Code. (Sectional, left). 
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APRIL 30 TO JUNE 16, 1958 
mea R T Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Liberal-Progressive. Douglas L. Campbell 56 
Progressive Conservative Dufferin Roblin 56 
CCF Lloyd Stinson 43 
meeral.Credit, . ~— | + | se ma ae iz 
Labor Progressive William Kardash 1 
Independents «s+ 11 


57 single member districts, plurality system 


Major Issues: (1) Premier Campbell's “Track Record.” 


Manitoba had become a vastly expanding post-war society by 1958. 
Increases in population seemed to foster the need for more jobs, a formal 
universal education system, and increased health services. An enlarged 
development of natural resources and diversification of agriculture and 
industry seemed necessary to support the increased population and con- 
sequent social needs. Such social needs and the desparate attempts to 
meet them lay behind the kinds of questions at issue in the 1958 cam- 
paign, Between the years 1953 and 1958 Douglas L. Campbell's Liberal- 
Progressive Government had reluctantly, but assuredly, increased expen- 
ditures on roads; established a John Bracken-chaired inquiry into the 


1 An election prediction of a Progressive Conservative MP, 
WFP, May 2, 1958, p. 6. 
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sale and distribution of liquor in the province; commenced an inquiry 
into the state of education in the province under former Deputy Minister 
of Education R. 0. McFarlane; and, under supervision of an independent 
commission, redistributed Manitoba's fifty-seven legislative seats. In 
most instances the government had apparently acted in response to con- 
siderable public pressure. Independent MLA, and Mayor of Winnipeg, 
Stephen Juba had been a major force in calling for the liberalization 

of liquor laws. The Winnipeg Tribune had been a particularly impatient 
advocate of better highways. And the education and redistribution 
questions were voiced in chorus throughout the province, 2 


In June of 1954 Dufferin Roblin defeated Errick Willis for the 
leadership of the Progressive Conservative Party. The new leader claimed 
he was determined to bring about a return of issues and party principles 
3 By 1957 an election was expected but 
not called, Redistribution had been achieved on the basis of a 7 rural 
to 4 urban seat ratio, 26 seats were rural, 21 were urban ( one Brandon 
and 20 greater Winnipeg, St. Boniface and surrounding districts), All 
proportional representation and transferable ballots were to be a thing 
of the past. The issues had taken shape and could be readily described. 
But the anticipated election did not come about. John Diefenbaker and 
his federal Conservatives formed a minority government in Ottawa in June 
1957 and then won the largest majority in the history of Canadian fede- 
ral elections on March 31, 1958. Duff Roblin waited in the hopes of 
turning the same trick with a similarly entrenched Liberal government in 
Manitoba. As Manitobans voted on local liquor plebiscites, and viewed 
new tax-rental agreements with Ottawa, a limited oil production in the 
south-west of the province, and promises of the second largest nickle 
Mine in the world at a new townsite, Thompson, Manitoba, Mr. Campbell 


finally called the election. It was to be held just two days before 
the five-year life of the legislature was due to expire. 


to future Manitoba campaigns. 


I eens 
2 These events are discussed in Morton, Manitoba: A History, 
Pp. 476-479, and Jackson, Centennial History, Pp. 2u4-2h6, 


3 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 483. 
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For at least a full year before the election the wide-spread 
criticism of the Campbell Government had been aided by the Winnipeg Free 
Press particularly on questions like flood control, aid to municipalities, 
and liquor and beer revenues, Earlier charges of inaction and indecision 
and of a cabinet lacking vigor in debate or imagination in policy, whose 
major skill was in parrying opposition criticisms--all took their place 
among the issues in May and June of 1958," 


Duff Roblin addressed his "Fellow Manitobans" as the campaign 
began: "I believe a clear majority of our people in the country and city 
alike earnestly desire a new Provincial Government. We are tired of a 
lack-lustre and do-nothing administration, thirty-six years old, clearly 
failing to keep up with Canadian progress. We urgently need to make up 
for lost time," The Campbell Government allegedly had to be “nagged and 
pushed” to show any sign of initiative. "We are not making the most of 
our opportunities to develop and build this province,” Mr. Roblin said, 
and that was “what this election is all about.” 


The central issue of the campaign around which other matters 
would revolve was, therefore, the longevity of a cautious administration 
and its record of equally cautious programs. In announcing the election 
in early May Premier Campbell attempted to dismiss such opposition charges 
as "trifles.” “This is an administration of imaginative, aggressive, 
Challenging policies,” he said, and cited rural electrification, and his 
NIT eaten ae of both hydro development and the liquor question 


as evidence.’ Unlike opposition parties, which were described as pre- 
tending that they could supply services without taxation, his government 
sensed the realities of spending, and handled monies carefully, but 


8 
without “penny-pinching,” Premier Campbell maintained, 


4 The formation of issues is described in two useful 1957 articles: 
H. S, Crowe, "Election Prospects in Manitoba," Canadian Forum, November, 
1957, pp. 176-77, and J. H. Stewart Reid, “Town vs Country in Manitoba 
Politics, Saturday Night, May 25, 1957, pp. 12-13, 42-43. 


5 Conservative advertisement, WFP, May 3, 19585. -Deur « 
6 WFP, May 9, 1958, p. 4. 

7 WFP, May 2, 1958, v. l. 
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With the call of an election the Winnipeg Free Press attempted 
to return to its position of supporting the government with the claim 
that a strengthened opposition had improved the government, 

The faults which in recent years have seemed to lessen the govern- 
ment’s popularity were the product of the over-low temperature at 
which our provincial politics operated for too long. Since the 
Opposition improved and the temperature rose, the Government has in 
fact improved too. New policies on aid to municipalities, on 
schools and scholarships, on roads and the University have lately 


corrected most of the mistakes for which the Government had been 
criticized.? 


It was generally agreed, however, that the Free Press "resumption 
of support came too late” to undo the ese. The Liberal paper's 
earlier positions were used as weapons against the government and even the 
admission that the opposition had been responsible for moving the govern- 
ment into action was, as one might suppose, an integral part of Mr. 
Roblin's argument against the Campbell Government. He described it as 
"an administration of pressure with every move a fighting retreat,” 
The government, he said, had acted only under “compulsion of public opinion,” 
always offering “too little and. too late, w+ 


Conservative advertisements claimed thab Manitoba could not “afford 
a continuance of costly blunders” which a Premier lightly dismissed as 
"“trifles, "~~ 
by Education Minister W. C, Miller, just as the campaign began in earnest, 


A scholarship program for post-secondary education announced 


Was just one example for Duff Roblin of delay and decision under pressure. 
His party had been unable to convince the government to embark on such a 
program, he said, ""last year--or any year" until the rebellion and revolt 


a 
of public opinion forced them to act this election year.” 3 


i 
9 Editorial: “Record in Perspective," WFP, May 2, 1958, p. l. 
10 Editorial, Saturday Night, June 5, 1958, p. 9. 
ll WFP, May 17, 1958, p. 5. 
12 WFP, May 10, 1958, p. 53. 
13 WFP, May 9, 1958, p. 4. 
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The same note was sounded as Progressive Conservative candidates 
described the government’s failing to supply necessary funds for oil leases, 
old-age pension supplements, farm credits, and “do-it-now” campaigns to 
limit eenolaynent. | This reluctance to spend on important development 
and social services was linked with a $600,000 bond guarantee for the 
building of a new race-track as a contrast which indicated misplaced 
priorities. “Today they are only fighting a rear-guard action against i. 


the growing pressure of public opinion," the Conservative Party concluded, 


Premier Campbell and government supporters defended the government 
record by drawing attention to Manitoba's taxes and charges in comparison 
to other provinces, Mr. Campbell maintained that the province had the 
lowest per capita taxation, the lowest power rate and the lowest telephone 
charges of any Canadian pEneinces Liberal campaign material also praised 
the administration for fostering the lowest electricity rate in Canada 
and a lower gasoline tax than neighboring provinces.~* The Liberal- 
Progressives handled opposition criticisms of cautious spending or a refusal 
to spend on needed services by reminding the electorate that the government 
had avoided tax increases and the implementation of a sales tax, Premier 
Campbell denied the "ticht-fisted" charges by citing a ten-year increase 
from $37,800,000 to $105,000,000 in governmnet expenditures under his 
Bipervision 2° The Greenlay budget for 1958-59 had called for significantly 
larger (by 223 per cent) outlays for municipal assistance in education, 
roads and welfare: 47 Premier Campbell seemed prepared to respond to the 
continuous criticism of overly careful spending by admitting that he was 
actually spending more and borrowing more to expand services.~° The Premier 


14 WFP, May 2, p. 1; May 20, p. 8; and May 30, 1958, p. 3. 
15 WFP, May 20, p. 3. 

16 WFP, May 14, 1958, p. 12. 

17 Ibid., p. 41. 

18 WFP, May 6, 1958, vo. 3. 


19 The Monetary Times, April, 1958, p. 89. 
20 WFP, May 6, p. 3 and May 28, 1958, p. 12. 
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would remind the electorate, however, that the government's debts were 
pre-dominantly self-sustaining, since most provincial debts had been 
incurred for power development, the telephone system, and similar 

revenue producers. Provincial Treasurer Greenlay noted also that prov- 
incial debt charges had been reduced by the Liberal-Progressives from 
thirty-two per cent of the entire budget in 1934 to less than two per cent 


in the current years<~ 


Governnent candidates, like Public Utilities Minister, C. L, 
Shuttleworth, attacked provincial Conservatives for their comments on 
government spending, charging that they were “promising something for 
everyone with both hands in the tax-payers’ pockets, "~“ The government’s 
approach had been to avoid both excessive spending programs and excessive 
taxation. The Liberals, Shuttleworth and others argued, had spent wisely, 
paid their way, paid off debts in good times, and saved for the “tougher 
times" which now found them in a “pretty sound position, "~> Premier 
Campbell described this approach and his own part in it to a Free Press 
interviewer: 

Perhaps my policy of caution has paid off now we are in tougher times. 
I believe in planning a long way ahead and to ensure our future with- 
out undue burden on the taxpayer. I just don’t believe in rushing 
into programs we just can't afford. 

He continued in the same vein by defending himself against the 
attacks regarding low expenditures for social services, 


I'm the best friend a social services program ever had--but, I insist 
that we must be able to underwrite any program financially before we 
proceed with it. I am a practical individual--that is my fate: steady, 
sound, practical knowledge rather than visionary dreams, We have the 
Ron Turners, Shuttleworths, Jobins and other younger members of our 
government to supply the visions--I control them. I am not a “brain” 
man. 


As Premier Douglas L. Campbell was being nominated for the ninth 
time in the same rural municipal hall at Portage La Prairie (a provincial 


21 WFP, May 16, 1958, p. 15. 
22 WFP, May 14, 1958, p. ll. 
23 WFP, May 14, 1958, p. ll. 
24 WFP, May 17, 1958, p. 26. 
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record) his thirty-six years in the assembly made age an issue as well, 
He was old, he admitted, “but not tired."*?. His reference in the inter- 
view above to "younger members” was reiterated by other government can- 
didates, Edmond Prefontaine noted that the average age of the Liberals 
was lower than Conservative members of the house e° "A good many of us 
are just raring to go" said another cabinet minister on the hustings“’ 
and much verbiage was spent on countering the Conservative charge that 
the government itself was thirty-six years old. The Free Press denied 
this contention (the government in the editor’s view was eight years old) 
and attempted to describe this reference to age as a recent Tory ploy as 
they linked themselves with the new Conservatives of John Diefenbaker. 
It would be very nice for the Tories if they could bring to bear against 
the provincial Government the same feeling of “time for a change,” 
that, after twenty-two years of continuous Liberal government, un- 
doubtedly was a powerful factor in the 1957 federal election. But if 
this is to be the main part of their campaign, the Provincial 
Conservatives must think that the people of Manitobs are know nothings, 
to whom clever men can tell untruths with impunity. 
In describing what it called an “incredibly dull campaign” the 
Globe and Mail blamed the lack of issues on the time wasted on this question 


of the age of the government, 


eeethe reason the Manitoba campaign has been dead is because the 
politicians have been dealing with superficial, inconsequential 
issues. For example, one of the most drawn out debates so far has 
been on the age of the present Liberal-Progressive government... 


«eeAs long as opposition parties want to waste their own and the 
electorate'’s time with stuff like this, the Campbell government will 
no doubt be perfectly willing to go along. The last thing jt should 
want is issues any more substantial, any more significant. 


25 WFP, May 12, 1958, p. 14. 
26 WFP, May 21, 1958, p. 4. 


27 C. L. Shuttleworth, Minister of Public Utilities and Minister 
of Agriculture and Immigration. WFP, May 19, 1958, p. 1. 


28 Editorial: "Eight Year Government," WFP, May 12, 1958, p. 19. 


29 Editorial: "Campaigning in Manitoba," The Globe and Mail, 
June 5, 1958, p. 6. 
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But the wrangle continued; Thirty-six years! Zight years! 
Nine years. and Liberal David Graham explained that with a Progressive 
government from 1922 to 1931 and a coalition government from 1940 to 1950 
the correct figure vas seventeen years of Liberal-Progressive government, 


Major Issues: (2) Economic Development, 


We began this discussion of the 1958 campaign by indicating some 
of the great social needs which might be associated with Manitoba's 
expansion, The election issues, we noted, could be understood in the 
context of population growth and economic diversification, The major 
issues seemed to gather around the demands for expanded public education 
programs, enlarged health services, better roads, and expanded programs 
of industrial, agricultural, and resource development. To forward such 
ends, Duff Roblin promised that an industrial development bank and increased 
educational grants would be considered at the earliest possible call of a 
session of the assembly .7- 


Politicians of every political stripe seemed to recognize the 
need for further investment in economic development. There was also 
universal recognition and concern for the interdependency of power deve- 
lopment, roads, and communication links like television, as the means of 
the wider general development of the province, particularly of the north. 
The Progressive Conservatives, especially Mr. Roblin and the financial 
expert Gurney Evans articulated these superstructural needs for develop- 
ment, like transportation and power. Mr. Roblin also expressed concern 
for a province-wide policy of development. The past program of govern- 
ment-controlled power development in the southern part of the province 
meant, for the Progressive Conservative leader, that one policy existed 
in the south, and another in the north, where the same degree of pub- 
licly controlled power did not exist. os Lloyd Stinson and other CCF 


30 WFP, May 7, 1958, pD. 3. 
31 WFP, June 12, 1958, p. 1. 
32 WFP, May 28, 1958, p. 12. 


al) See tats. vedi, ie us 
| cr ieawayrs m, did vals Ns 
a ee ot OAL aort't dreartAvO9 


= 


Pee is pan has tite t 3 i maha eae ‘ws, ne | tes a 2 pb: 
: et Eat ibe or apenpecst 


i goalate ash ’ perce helen ba 
wits saaobo + ok Pcs ns Leds SHOR, ae pbrcamels. pats 4 
UERCRE poboagee Seas gan, aohted um 


sion raweEO id Rea. ssaily serum i 


oF 


od seca os bent st ; sigs ; 


aewso0e baiowernthg uke a ik a 
Paiiats * —* ried alll 


fe. ‘ane ae ay r nt pete 

rr aes | ; ne | Be at " te My: Hf . an a Wet 

Ne | Art heuc natn ont. Sat} m0 
. f ae tie si i, _ | : ) “t ay Ok Sh peas 


Ae St ot eet c 
i Laur ‘ ots, J 


542 


spokesmen called for increased development by taxing corporations at a 
higher level and demanding higher mineral royalties. Both Mr. Stinson, 
and Saskatchewan Premier T. C. Douglas, who once again visited the 
province to aid CCF campaigning, compared Saskatchewan's eleven per cent 


of revenues collected by mineral royalties to Manitoba's two per cent. 33 


Government spokesmen defended themselves by acknowledging the 
same needs. Premier Campbell, speaking in The Pas, apologized to a 
northern audience on one occasion that recent successful steam plants in 
Brandon and Selkirk had scuttled plans for a northern development of 
hydro power, Sa Minister of Industry and Commerce F. L. Jobin boasted 
that the province would soon sport a one billion dollars gross in indus- 
trial production and a $45,000,000 tourist business. 35 He promised 
government investment in a television relay system to the north and 
attacked Mr. Stinson’s comments on mineral royalties by claiming that 
Saskatchewan was using those same royalties for grants to encourage fur- 
ther development by other corporations. 3 He claimed Manitoba had more 
mining activity than any other province with "an excellent economic cli- 
mate” and "the best mining laws...there are." 3? 


The Campbell Governnent’s record in economic development is men- 
tioned at this point in our discussion because it seems a major element 
in the broader issue already discussed, the government's record and 
whether or not the administration consisted of good managers or a tired 
unimaginative lot. The following Conservative advertisement sums up 
that party's view of the question and links these two issues: development 
and administrative record together. The newspaper advertisement begins 
by calling on Manitoba to “shake off its ‘poorer province complex',” and 


then continues: 


33 WFP, May 17, p. 6 and June 3, 1958, p. 2. 
34 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10 and The Monetary Times, June, 1958, 


p. 49, 
35 The Monetary Times, June 1958, p. 46, 
36 WFP, May 23, p. 6 and May 27, 1958, p. 10. 
37 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10. 
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Backed by a vast storehouse of natural resources and a strong virile 
people ready to share in its development, Manitoba needs the courage, 
imagination, leadership and initiative of a new vigorous Government. 
With your help and support on June 16th Manitoba can acquire that 
type of Government. Regardless of former political affiliations now 
is the time to support Duff Roblin and his Progressive Conservative 
team. 38 


The advertisement is interesting as well for its perennial appeal 
beyond party. What does seem significant about the issue of the extent 
of economic development in the province is that the matter was often 
left rather dormant, so that it might be called a latent or underlying 
issue. One might have expected much more to be made of it than was. It 
may have taken the distance of an eastern editor to see this. The fol- 
lowing comment not only sums up many of the evident issues of the cam- 
paign as they relate to the general economy, but also develops very well 
the speculative nature and significance of the development question. 


eeeWhile other Provinces have pursued vigorous, enlightened policies 
of development, the Manitoba Goverment has ventured nothing and 
gained nothing. The current nickle development in the Northern 

part of the province is the first new mining venture of any size 
since Flin Flon opened in 1930. There has, of course, been oil 
development in the South-west, but this has been on a relatively 
minor scale. 


Probably no statistics show the picture more dramatically than those 
of population growth. Since 1922, when the present regime took 
office, Manitoba's population has climbed 35 per cent; that of 
Canada as a whole over 80 per cent. 


When the Government, particularly in the immediate post-war years, 
should have been preoccupied with stimulating growth and develop- 
ment, it was retrenching, paralysed by fear of a depression on the 
scale of the 1930s. It sacrificed roads, education standards and 
other services to caution, In short, when it could have been Pro- 
vince-building on the pattern of Ontario, Quebec, Alberta or British 
Columbia, to give a few examples, it did virtually nothing. 


While thereis an issue like this--touching so closely the lives of 
every Manitoban--the Province should not have a dull election cam- 
paign. Indeed, no Province should have one, since development is 

the basic issue in all of them. 39 


38 WFP, May 10, 1958, Dp. 53- 
39 Editorial: "Campaigning in Manitoba,” The Globe and Mail, 
June 5, 1958, p. 6. 
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Major Issuess (3) Roads. 


The issue of the government's road-building program was now 
center stage in terms of importance and as an illustration of. the general 
question, already discussed above, whether the Campbell administration had 
managed spending and development of services in anything like an appropriate 
and far-sighted manner. "As long as you can see those little red flags 
along the side, its a Manitoba road,” Duff Roblin Soneraineds © All 
opposition candidates were agreed that the government's development of 
roads was a "patchwork program" devoid of planning. “Indeed,” said a 
Conservative statement, "the real trouble with the Campbell Government's 
road program was that it never was ones Conservative Gurney Evans 
reported that the province had less paved highway per thousand miles of 
total roadway than any other province in saerned ee 


Other factors related to these charges included concern for a loss 
of road engineers in the province, and the “foot-dragging”™ said to have 
been engaged in by the government in its bridge program, particularly the 
much talked about Disraeli bridge as part of a perimeter road around 
Winnipeg. Conservative statements made repeated reference to the Kellogg- 
Stevenson Report of 1955 which had warned the government of the engineer 
shortage. The Progressive Conservative Party relished quoting the Free 
Press in its favor, Citing a finding of the roads report that $100,000 
had been lost on the provincial bridge program because of a lack of 
engineers; a full-page Conservative advertisement stated: "...as the 
traditionally Liberal Winnipeg Free Press said: ‘The main criticism of 
the bridge division (in which $100,000 was lost in 1954) thus parallels 
the criticisms of the highway branch as a whole'.” The advertisement went 
on to note that the engineers shortage still existed and then cited more 


criticism from the Free Press: "Weaknesses were discovered everywhere in 


ho WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10. 
4) WFP, May 24, 1958, v. 26. 
42 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. ll. 
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the area of investigations--the findings can be a source neither of pride 
to the Government nor of confort to the public, "3 


The Disraeli bridge was now being paid for largely out of provincial 
funds but the issue here was that the government had refused since 1955 to 
come to Winnipeg's aid until bridge costs had already greatly increased. 
"The price of steel and other materials has gone up so much that the 
citizens of Winnipeg will gain no benefit from increased provincial grants, 
while the cost of the bridge to the provincial government willbe greater,” 
said William Kardash, the Labor Progressive Party wa, The cost of this 
"procrastination" was $1,300,000, the Conservatives charged, plus “unrelated 
costs in traffic slow-downs, traffic jams, and the loss of time by motorists," 
Manitobans would “not begrudge Winnipeg this bridge--but rightly resent 
the loss of money which might have been used to build other needed bridges 
elsewhere in the Provincent > Other candidates argued that the governnent 
also had a responsibility to build the freeway associated with the bridge 
since it would serve the entire province, and not just ian tee at 


The government had replied by greatly increasing its road expenditures 
and now a series of announcements interspersed the campaign, regarding the 
perimeter road, a fifteen million dollars northern road program including 
a road to the new nickle town of Thompson, and proposed new roads for milk 
trucks. 


On such seemingly belated spending CCF leader Stinson cast a 
suspicious eye. His comments on the government's apparent change of heart 
and on the engineers shortage offer an excellent summary of the dimensions 
of the roads issue in 1958, 

For years this government has consistently refused to spend enough 


money on road construction to maintain our highways at a decent standard. 
They have had nothing in the way of a long-term prozram for highway 


43 WFP, May 10, 1958, p. 53. 
44 WFP, May 30, 1958, p. 5. 
4s WFP, May 10, 1958, Pp. 536 
46 WFP, May 19, 1958, p. 3. 


| 4? WFP, April 25, p. 33; May 12, p. 12; May 28, p. 12; and 
June 11, 1958, p. 1. 
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development. They have underpaid our engineers to such an extent 
that many of the best have left the province. 


Now they come along with a vast increase in spending for this year 
and expect the public to believe that our road-building program has 
been solved, Well, it has not been. In fact, this sudden increase 
just before an election looks more like a desperate attempt to buy 
votes with public money than any genuine effort to develop a highway 
progran, 


You are expected to believe that some great new advance is being made 

in this important field, but, in actual fact, there is no guarantee 

that any ,basic improvement is going to be made in our road progran 

at all, 

The government counterattack involved quoting the increased 

figures of recent spending, all of which was in excess of monies collected 
from vehicle license fees and gasoline taxes which had been the Tory- 
proposed source of road-building funds. To all charges that road-building 
presently engaged in should have been carried on years ago the Liberal- 
Progressives replied that Errick Willis was the Highway Minister responsible 
up to 1950. Premier Campbell claimed that both Mr. Willis and Mr. Roblin 
had complained of too much spending on roads only several years eariden 
The Premier admitted that the committee report had criticized the province's 
program but claimed accomplishments since those earlier "stakes, "7° 
The government leader asked why Mr. Roblin as a member of the highways 
committee had not raised his questions in the house or why he “hadn't... 
called a single department of highways official before the committee of 


which he was a member, "= 


Minister of Public Works Donald D, Robertson, whose road-building 
announcements were injected into the campaign, denied that the province was 
not moving ahead in its road construction program. He spoke regularly in 
the closing weeks of the campaign of a $42,000,000 new program of fifty-five 
contracts with an additional thirteen contracts already started. He cited 
increased mileages of surfaced road and noted that 85 per cent of Manitoba's 
building program had been related to an upgrading of highways for heavier 


48 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10. 
49 WFP, May 29, 1958, p. 48. 
50 WFP, May 22, 1958, p. 28. 
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trucking and high speed auto traffic.°* Of the engineers’ shortage he 
asserted that the opposition had "not demonstrated a single case where the 
shortage of engineers has resulted in a-loss to the public , "97 


In early June Messrs. Roblin and Robertson confronted’ each other 
on a common platform in Ste, Agathe. However, by this time the issue had 
reduced itself largely to a quarrel over the number of engineers employed 
in the province and the number of contracts and their worth actually 


54 


started, 


The “roads issue" exited with the whimper of Ed Wachal (Progressive 
Conservative--3rokenhead ) demanding reparations for the loss of a $75 
gas tank unhinged on a pot-holed Manitoba road while he campaigned, He 
presented his bill and the battered tank to his Liberal-Progressive 
opponent at the latter's meeting at Tyndale, Manitoba,” 


Major Issues: (4) Education, 


If W. L, Morton is correct the education issues of the 1958 campaign 
might best be understood in the context of widespread public concern over 
the "shocking bad examination results" of rural high schools several years 
Before.°° Premier Campbell had established a Royal Commission on Education 
in 1957 under the chairmanship of Dr. R. 0. McFarlane, his Deputy-Minister 
of Education, and the Premier was prepared to act on recommendations once 
they were ready. The long-standing criticisms as they occured again during 
the campaign had to do with the poor standards of Manitoba education, the 
teacher shortage, the lack of sufficient funding, the alleged failure of 
the Liberal-Progressive Government to implement larger school divisions, 
and the competency of Education Minister W, C. Miller as he changed cabinet 
posts during the campaign. 


52 WFP, May 27, 11 and May 28, 1958, p. 4. 
53 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 11. 
54 WFP, June 2, 1958, p. 5. 


55 CGonsiderable ink was spilled on this farcical aspect of the 
Toads question. WFP, June 6, p. 12 and June 9, 1958, p. 1. 


56 Morton, Manitoba: A History, p. 48l. 
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Critics of the government's handling of educational matters were 
multitudinous. Winnipeg school trustee George Frith, who became an In- 
dependent candidate simply to voice his education concerns, on several 
occasions hired halls and theatres to condemn a system which taught grade 
ten physics fron a srade seven American text, 5? The system apparently 
lacked diversification or any attempt to separate students into ability 
28 CCF leader Lloyd Stinson blamed the low standard of education 
on Premier Campbell's attempts to hold down teachers" salaries and a 
coverins up of the low payments and consequent teacher shortage by hiring 


groups, 


underqualified teachers. Stinson claimed the system was six hundred teachers 
short and that fifteen per cent of education sraduates were leaving the 
province because of low pay. Furthermore, the government had been warned 

in advance that such an exodus would likely occur. The reduced standards 
were designed, Stinson said, “to create the illusion that there is a steady 
supply of teachers." Two years earlier almost the entire faculty of 
education had left the University of Manitoba because of inadequate pay 

and facilities and still "the faculty is...housed in an old army hut on 

this university campus," the CCF leader complained.” 


Duff Roblin and others frequently made use of the per capita 
education grant statistics which made it apparent that Manitoba spent less 
on education than any province save Prince Edward Island. "As a result" 
of such low grants, Stinson said, “teacher standards are far below the 
national standards, school construction is falling far behind the rising 
needs and university fees are going up when they should be drastically cut 
to fulfill the principle of a good education for all who can benefit from 
it, 000 W. R. Gordon, assistant secretary of the Manitoba Teachers’ Society, 
Claimed the province had the lowest salary schedule for teachers west of 
Brebec .°2 The city of Winnipes would require two million dollars to bring 


62 
it into line with education in other provinces, CCF'er Gordon Fines argued. 


57 WFP, April 19, 1958, p. 4. 
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61 WFP, May 9, 1958, p. 7. 
62 WFP, May 20, 1958, p. 11. 
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And the recently announced increases in grants and scholarships were 
equally criticized by Messrs. Fines, Roblin, and others, “After years 
of shilly-shallying and shelved promises the Campbell administration 
finally raised the grants for education, themby raising Manitoba up to 
ninth place in the size of provincial per capita grants,” Gordon Fines 
declared Best aad ot tiva ie 


The Progressive Conservatives under Duff Roblin would initiate a 
school foundation plan by which a standard school mill rate would be set 
for the whole province, a "reasonable costs” figure would be set for each 
municipality, and any difference between the “"reasonable cost figure’ and 
collected taxes" would be made up by the province, Mr. Roblin argued that 
, the provincial government should cover fifty per cent of all municipal 
education costs instead of the then present thirty-three per cent. The 
sharing of gas taxes and licence fees with municipalities might allow 
increases in teachers’ pay. Thus the education problen "boils down to 
money,” Mr. Roblin argued, "Twelve years ago a committee of the legislature 
said at least half of education costs should be borne by the province, The 
present government can wriggle and squirm all they want and blame Ottawa 
and the municipalities but under our constitution, it is the responsibility 
of the province." The Progressive Conservative leader noted that federal 
aid had increased from $14,000,000 to $35,000,000 in ten years, 


The government was also criticized for having failed to enforce 
or promote the reorganization of school districts into larger units, 
Education Minister Miller had set up a commission which had as part of 
its responsibilities the encouragement of larger school districts. Mrs. 
W. A. Wood, a member of the commission “hit out at school boards which 
vote down larger school areas without valid reasons as far as education 
1s concerned "°° Progressive Conservative George Hutton (Rockwood- Iberville ) 
noted the fear residing in most areas that reorganization might result in 


even higher taxes, 


63 WFP, May 20, 1958, pv. ll. 
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Education Minister Miller, while favoring the larger districts, 
insisted that his department was not going to force them on the existing 
orrdecond districtay 


The Winnipeg Free Press defended the government with the clain 
that unlike Mr. Roblin, whose position was totally unclear, the government 
had at least let it be known that it did in fact support larger school 
divisions. The newspaper's defense provides an excellent review of this 
aspect of the education issue, 


The most severe criticism of the Government has been criticism of Mr. 
Miller for making good-will noises about larger school areas and yet 
doing very little to bring them about, Mr. Roblin gets on the bandwagon 
to the extent of making rude noises about the Government's educational 
policies and administration, but where does he stand himself? Would 
he do what its constructive critics have urged the governnent to do? 
That is to establish larger school areas, with considerable financial 
inducements, unless a major vote of the whole area is against it. If 
the Conservatives claim agreement with the Free Press, that is what 
they are in favor of. But Mr. Roblin has never said so. He has 

been content just to criticize. 


On most of the points on which its educational policies were criticized, 
the Government has lately made very large improvements, and more can be 
expected through the Royal Commission on education, The one point on 
which there has as yet been no real progress is larger school areas, 

And on that the Government does at least say some of the right things, 
without doing enough about them. Mr. Roblin has not even expressed 
himself that far. He has said nothing positive on the issue at all, 

Yet there is nothing more vital to the progress of the province, The 
Government's position, while far from heroic, is by a wide margin better 
than Mr, Roblin's blankness, 


Further opposition criticisms were reserved for the personnel on 
the education commission and for the Sducation Minister. CCF leader Stinson 
questioned how independent and unpre judiced the education commission could 
be when all its members had “some persmal involvenent in Manitoba's schools 
and their aAnintatcations 7 Mrs. Nena Woodward (CCF--Fort Garry) out- 
spokenly blamed Messrs. Campbell and Miller for adding confusion to the 
education crisis since, as she said, they “sought to untangle the education 
mess by hiring the man who got us into it in the first place," the former 
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Deputy-Minister McFarlane, ’° 


The Liberal-Progressives defended their record in the education 
field by pointing to rising education grants, Twenty-eight cents out of 
every provincial tax dollar went to education, Liberal newspaper advertise- 
ments claimed. Grants were rising every vear and would reach $23,000,000 
in 1959." Premier Campbell promised a program in which "no one will be 
denied educational opportunities for financial reasons.""”> The scholarship 
program promised $385,325 for 2565 students and classroom grants would all 
be increased.’ 


In response to Mr. Roblin's promise to pay fifty per cent of the 
municipal costs of education Attorney-General M. N. Hryhorcezuk claimed that 
din most places the provincial government was already contributing more than 


that Bonnt Ai 


Major Issues: 5) Hospital Insurance, 


June 1958 marked not only an important provincial election for 
Manitobans but a time of registration for a government-sponsored hospital 
insurance plan to commence on June 30th. Discussion of the plan was sub- 
dued since no political party appeared willing to oppose the plan during 
an election campaign, The reluctance to appear opposed had apparently 
"stampeded” the plan through the lesislative assembly and an “unofficial 
truce” made the plan something of a latent issue during the May-June 


Matai,’ © 


However, there were some concerns which did surface, The medical 
profession advocated $1.50 to $2.00 per day in deterrent fees, fearing that 
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unless such fees were levied on the $2.05 per month public ward premium 
Manitoba's hospitals would be innundated with hypochondriacs. The 

Winnipeg Tribune argued vehemently for government-imposed deterrent fees 
as part of the total plan. But hospital authorities joined Robert Bend, 
the minister in charge of the scheme, in opposing deterrent fees, Bend 
argued that only the sood judgement of doctors could deter a frivolous 

use of hospital facilities, ’’ The minister also explained that by intro- 
ducing the plan before July 1 the province would be taking advantage of a 
fifty-fifty sharing arrangement with the federal government to include 
mental health and tuberculosis Coeeee Premier Campbell explained the 
advantages over the old private system. "Now people of any age can get 

the insurance,” he said, “and coverage extends indefinitelv." a sales 

tax had been considered, he said, but rejected as discriminatory.” To 
CCF charges that the plan was just an "election thing” W. C, Miller observed 
that had the province entered such a scheme two years earlier it would have 
had to pay the full cost of the pian” 


The many scattered criticisms of the plan included the Manitoba 
Social Credit League's concern for its compulsory atures: Former Dauphin 
Mayor Conservative Stewart NeLean claimed that the new plan put the burden 
on municipal taxpayers since the cost of care for indigent persons was 
left to municioalitiess 


Lloyd Stinson said his CCF party would push for the inclusion of 
free diagnosis and treatment of cancer as part of the plan, He advocated 
the abolition of premiums in favor of a $5,00 single and $10.00 family 
registration fee? Stinson also expressed disappointment when the June 
cabinet shuffle failed to announce a Minister of Health independent of 
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other peeenoneibilitien.ca 


Other opposition spokesmen expressed concern over the government's 
plan to use former Blue Cross paid premiums as an advance on payments on 
the plan, making the last six months of a policy-holder's premium pre-paid. 
Said one opponent of the plan, “What it means is that vou get your hos- 
pitalization paid for nothing for the first six months after you're dead, "> 


Major Issues: (6) Liquor Laws and Prices. 


The recommendations of the Bracken Liquor Enquiry Commission had 
received popular acceptance since the nub of its findings were that the 
government was paying too much for the beer it purchased from local brewers 
and then sold through sovernnent operated Satecyes C8 Groups like the WCTY 
and the Manitoba Temperance Alliance were outspoken in their disappointment 
as to the implementation of the report, the major objective for which thev 
defined as being “to discourage consumption and undesirable social 
consequences of alcohol." Manitobans are beins exposed to a wlamorized 
and pressurized avproach to drinking which,..has broken faith with the 
Bracken report," said the Alliance as it called upon the government to 
implement a code of ethics for operators of licensed hotels and restaurants, 


and urged experimental use of eroatnalyeersi:' 


The history of the report's findings was summarized from the 
critical perspective of the Prozressive Conservative Party as the “beer- 
price scandal"; 

All the beer produced in Manitoba is sold to the Government at a 


nesotiated price. The difference between this price to the breweries 
and what it receives when it sells the beer, goes to the public treasury, 


The Liquor Enquiry Commission appointed in 1955...found the Campbell 
Governnent was permitting the breweries to make an excessive profit... 
overpaying the breweries and transferrins into the coffers of the 
breweries more than a million dollars a vear that should have been 
soing into the public treasury. 
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The Campbell Government failed conpletely in its effort to disprove 
the charge, Indeed it documented its failure by later cutting the 
price it paid the breweries by close to the million dollars a year 
suggested. This constituted a complete admission of the entire 
validity of the charges of the Progressive Conservative party. 


This OLD Governnent which claims to be so prudent and economical 


lost over a million dollars a year, year after year, through a bad 
deal with the breweries, So pointed was the indictment that the 


traditionally Liberal Winnipeg Free Press was pronpted on March 8, 1956, 
to say: "The Liberals of Manitoba have no choice but to recognize that 
the Provincial Government has let us down, and badly; to pretend other- 
wise would only do further harm to the Liberal cause," 

Provincial Secretary Edmond Prefontaine answered the Conservative 
charges by claiming that the commission had said only that the government 
would have received a million dollars more in beer sales if it had charged 
the same price as the Ontario Government. But such an arrangement was “not 
economically possible in Manitoba," Prefontaine deetarede Ontario had 
such mass production and such a larger area of distribution as to make 
comparisons inappropriate, it was argued. Industry and Commerce Minister 
Jobin claimed that compared to Alberta and Saskatchewan the Manitoba 
price was not out of Line,” 


Progressive Conservative leader Roblin and his party's advertise- 
ments responded immediately to Jobin'*s comments by reminding him and the 
electorate that it was not the retail price of beer, in Ontario or Manitoba, 
which was under question, but rather, the government price paid to the 
breweries and the loss of revenue such prices represented for the people 
of the province, Again, the Free Press was cited in support of the 
Conservative position: "The Government has mismanaged its side of the beer 
business and as a result the breweries have got, as Mr. Bracken said, 
unnecessarily high profits," Mr, Roblin read from the Liberal paper's 
April 19, 1956 edition, 7 A further comment in a Conservative advertise- 
ment cited the Free Press as saying "...the taxpayers of Manitoba are still 


88 Conservative advertisenent, WFP, May 10, 1958, p. 53. 
89 WFP, May 23, 1958, p. 6. - 

90 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10. 

91 WFP, May 28, 1958, p. 4. 
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at the moment paying the breweries..,.more than the commission thought 
they should be paid--and the commission's ideas of pricing are not those 
of a tough buyer," 


Attorney-General Hryhorczuk attempted to defend his government's 
position by observing that Manitoba was the only province to reduce the 
price paid to breweries in the last two or three years whereas Ontario 


had increased by twenty-five per cent the price to its consuners, 7 


Major Issues: (7) Natural Gas Distribution. 


Like education and liquor, natural gas distribution in Manitoba 
Was also under investigation, in this case, by the Natural Gas Distribution 
Commission of Greater Winnipeg. A report was expected around July 1, and 
the problem had its roots in the discrepancy between the Winnipez and 
Central Gas Company's plan to sell gas to the capital city for $1.03 per 
1,000 cubic feet, and two other companies which promised service for as 
little as 73 cents per 1,000 cubic feet. The CCF and LPP parties and the 
Winnipeg and District Labor Council and the Manitoba Federation of Labor 
all called for a complete provincial takeover of gas aietrventtons 


One of the potential competitors was already selling gas through 
its Brandon franchise at only 68 cents per 1,000 cubic feet. Hence, the 
public utilities board's acceptance of the Winnipeg and Central Gas 
Company's rate schedule (actually some reduction had been made from the 
original submission) had been the subject of heated debate almost since the 
availability of natural gas to Winnipeg on September 30, 1957.7? 


Donovan Swailes (CCF--Assiniboia) claimed the distribution of 
natural gas had been turned over to "a bunch of commercial bucchaneers,” 
Swailes protested the absence of parliamentary debate at the inception of 


92 WFP, May 29, 1958, p. 8. 
93 WFP, May 30, 1958, p. 8. 
94 WFP, April 26, pp. 3, 4, and 42; and May 8, 1958, p. 18. A 


chronology of events related to this issue is discussed in The Monetary 
Times, January, 1958, p. 60 and June, 1958, p. 47. 


95 The Monetary Times, January, 1958, p. 60. 
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Winnipeg gas distribution and claimed that the higher price being prof- 
ferred by Winnipeg and Central Gas was an attempt to recover the company's 
own losses incurred by having to wait for a final decision over dis- 
tribution rights. Swailes and his party leader, Stinson, criticized the 
anticipated Winnipeg prices which in some cases could be twice as much 
as Saskatchewan prices, Stinson condemned plans which made no provision 
for supplying gas outside of Winnipeg simply because there was no profit 
in it. The CCF, he said, would provide natural gas to all communities 
over one thousand population within a reasonable reach of the pipeline-- 
96 Another CCF candidate, Al 
Mackling (St. James), asserted that party policies may well have been 


places like Selkirk, Beausejour and Neepawa, 


effected by the sizeable contributions of gas conpanies to their campaign 
77 


coffers, 


Major Issues: (8) Agriculture. 


Two complex agricultural issues remained largely unchanged at least 
since 1953 concerning crop insurance and farm loans or security, Lloyd 
Stinson complained that the government's persistence in upholding its Debt 
Adjustment Act of 1932 avoided making mortgaze companies share some of the 
risk in case of crop failures, The CCF would allow payments on mortgage 
interest only, and have farmers forezo payments on actual principals during 
the period of crop failure, The act also made no cuarantee that the farmer 
would not be deprived of his home quarter in the case of foreclosure when 
such a guarantee might assure a basic subsistence, Nor did the act contain 


any “machinery for the effective mediation of Aveputeeta 


Conservative criticisms were also directed at outdated legislation 
and statements issuing from the government that there was little that the 
provinces could do in the field of agriculture without federal initiative 
and funding. During the campaign, provincial Agriculture Minister C, L. 


96 WFP, May 31, 1958, p. 44. 
97 WFP, June 5, 1958, p. 14. 
98 WFP, May 26, p. 6 and May 9, 1958, p. 4. 
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Shuttleworth attended a meeting of ministers in Ottawa where he hoped to 
be able to report some expansion of federal farm credit programs upon his 
return. As government comments on crop insurance and farm security turned 
to a criticism of Duff Roblin"s absence in the house during consideration 
of agriculture estimates, it was apparent that no new zood word had come 
out of Ottawa, 77 Rural opponents called the Campbellites "a bunch of 
miserable tightwads” and Mr. Roblin described the provincial sovernnent's 
blame of Ottawa as “passing the puck, "200 


In return, government spokesmen criticized Mr. Roblin's implications 
that as a Conservative he had an inside track to Prime-Minister Diefenbaker's 
office. Cabinet minister Robert Bend spoke of an exhaustive study having 
clearly indicated that a single province could not handle crop insurance 
and that Saskatchewan and Alberta had already agreed to such a position, 

“shy rush into an unsound schene when the federal government will come in 

and make sound crop insurance possible, What is Mr. Roblin's purpose? Is 

he running interference for the new government?,"™ Bend asked rhetorically,t°2 
His comments were a reference to Premier Campbell's understanding that the 
federal Minister of Agriculture Douglas Harkness was planning a crop 
insurance scheme tailored for provincial needs, On the matter of farm 
credits the Premier admitted the "inadequate" nature of the federal farn 
loans scheme but felt it better to expand that program and make an offer of 
sharing fifty per cent of the costs of all expansions rather than "set up 


another agency beside it, wi02 


Minor and Local Issues. 


The major issues in the 1958 campaign were, most of them, "tucked 
safely into the pocket of a Royal Commission": education, liquor, gasoline 
distribution, roads, and penal reform, Some observers blamed the "wiliness 


99 WFP, May 19, 1958, p. l. 
100 WFP, May 16, 1958, p. 8 
101 WFP, May 21, 1958, p. 4. 
102 WFP, May 22, 1OSageD. 206 
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of Douglas Campbell in this regard as having left opposition members little 
to talk about. "So far it has been more like a wake than an election,” 
said the Winnipeg Tribune in a front page editorial scoring the party 
leaders and their inabilities at enlivenine the campalonss > 


Other observers claimed that as the third election campaign in 
less than a year, and coming at seed time, interest was not unexpectedly 
low. 


There was an overabundance of unresolved issues, many of them hold- 
overs from earlier campaigns, The fight for colored margarine and daylight 
saving time, or at least some uniformity in Manitoba time, were matters 
which were known by many candidates to be mere formalities in lezislative 
debates, The rural majority would, in the long run, defeat them, 


Considerable concern continued to be expressed on the question of 
flood control. However, here again, an announcement by Public Works 
Minister R. D. Robertson of an eighteen-mile channel to divert water from 
the Seine River from the larger flood-prone Red River, plus the tie-up of 
a post-1950 federal report in a provincial commission, limited discussion 
on this issue in the spring of 1958. In reference to the federal report 
Stinson contended that "It had taken three years to prepare, and.contained 
information of great value. The Campbell Government did nothing with it 
for three years, and then finally appointed a commission to make a cost- 
benefit study." The later commission was still at work and no one knew 


what had been done in it, the CCF leader dhavead weed 


Similar criticisms were advanced by. Stinson as regards penal reform 
which, he stated, "stands pretty close to the top of the long list of 
things neglected by the Campbell Governnent." Two studies had made 
recommendations to the government, one calling for a reformatory for the 
training and reclamation of offenders under twenty-five, and one pro- 
posing both an open-type trades school and farm colony, "The superintendent 
of the Brandon jail has been pleading with the government for years to 


establish an open colony farm," Stinson asserted, "but the government will 


103 The Globe and Mail, June 7, 1958, p. 7. 
104 WFP, May 5, 1958, p. 12. 
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Frustration was also in evidence, because, while another Bracken- 
chaired investigation--the Box Car Distribution Inquiry Commission--heard 
the complex arguments for appropriate distributions, irate farmers in 


areas like Carman complained of the unavailability of sree 


The city of Brandon was said to face an alarming lack of housing, 
industry, water and sewer facilities, and was blighted by “unpaved streets" 
and "unsightly sprawl." The lack of comprehensive provincial legislation 
was blamed not only for Brandon's unplanned growth but for other communities 
as well, Said the Conservative Party: "...{iJany of Brandon's difficulties 
are not of its making: they cannot be removed until we have set up, under 
provincial government leadership, a general framework that will encourage 


sound development in all our Manitoba communities, "707 


Local Issues in Winnipeg. 


Meanwhile, in greater Winnipeg a nunber of issues confined to that 
area rose to prominence, Right from his opening campaizn address in 
Dauphin Conservative leader Roblin had pointed to the ugly inconsistency 
of a government which had lost seven to nine million dollars by not adopting 
a checkerboard system of auctioning oil rights, while its education prosran 
dwindled for lack of funding, A similar cross contradiction existed, Mr. 
Roblin argued, in the granting of a $600,000 bond guarantee for the con- 


tractors of the proposed new Assiniboia Downs race track for Wingtpeseera ne 


Liberal-Progressive cabinet members explained that the race track 
guarantee was on unsold bonds only and would provide the government with the 
first mortgage on a $2,500,000 race track with a $500,000 annual revenue. 


The ministers assured voters that the governnent had not yet bought any bonds 


105 WFP, May 17, 1958, ». 6. 
106 WFP, May 7, 1958, p. 10. — 
107 WFP, May 24, 1958, vd. 29. 
108 WFP, May 14, 1958, p. 42. 
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and believed that they would not need to do so, ‘They then turned on 
Mr. Roblin's apparent inconsistency for havins previously criticized the 
governnent for allowing horse racing to die in Winnipes. The ministers 
also insinuated that some parties may have wanted James interprises 


(contractors for the track) to run into financial difficulties, 1°? 


Mr. 
Roblin'replied by affirmingz, Conservative alarm over the loss of revenue 
from racing but said even greater alarm arose "when the sovernment re- 
quired no bond of performance" from the new contractors. "I know of many 
firms who ran out of funds and few of them were fortunate enouzh to be 
able to approach the provincial government and obtain a public guarantee 


of future capital," the Tory leader eaias 


The need for, and location of, a juvenile zirls' home was debated 


and apparently resolved during the early stazes of the campaign in Winnipes, 


Considerable displeasure was directed towards the government 
because there was no cabinet representation fron Winnipeg. The early June 


cabinet shuffle left two portfolios open for potential Winnipeg victors. 


Complaints still filled the air over Winnipes's fair share of 
federal aid, and minority-supported candidates like Labor Progressive's 
William Kardash condemned the new redistribution and the end of proportional 
representation as a policy of the government fostered "with the intent of 
gageing minority views in the Legislature." "It was further designed to 


cut down the chances of labor representation," the senior nember inaisteds +> 


An extensive volume could be written on those issues raised by or 
circulating about William Kardash over his years in the Manitoba assembly, 
During this campaign, for example, the request went out for a royal 
commission to investigate, along with other matters of external affairs, 
Premier Campbell's refusal to allow Xardash to visit military installations 
in Northern Manitoba along with other members of the provincial assembly. 
This prohibition, said Kardash, was made "on the outrageous pretext that 


109 WFP, May 16, p. 15; May 21, p. 43 and May 23, 1958, p. 6. 
110 WFP, May 27, 1958, p. 10. 
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that this would displease United States authorities, "21* 


Kardash was also the most articulate spokesman of the many 
Winnipeg area candidates opposed to the :rovernment's labor record, While 
Premier Campbell announced a "separate Ministry of Labor very soon,” 
Kardash, Stinson, Swailes and others decried the deplorably low waze 
structure and minimum wages paid in the Winniper area, Kardash condemned 
government members who had ridiculed him when attempting to draw out facts 
from an official report which indicated that one fourth of the needle 
trades’ workers made less than thirty dollars per week, - > Kardash 
challenged the government to tell the “whole truth" about Manitoba 
conditions like those described in a New York Times advertisement desiened 
to attract investors which boasted a "favorable labor climate," a climate 
in which the wage structure in Greater Winnipez was said to be “lower than 


any other major metropolitan center in Banadal, pene 


The Results. 


The results of the June 16th voting found Duff Roblin's Prog- 
ressive Conservatives with twenty-six seats, seven nore than the Liberal- 
Progressives but not enough to form a majority zovernment. After a period 
of uncertainty Mr. Roblin was able to form a minority government but faced 
nineteen largely rural-based Liberals and eleven essentially urban CCF’ers, 
The Liberals had won only one urban seat, St. Boniface, which was undoubtedly 
due to the now traditional French Catholic support of the Liberal Party of 
Manitoba. | 


The greater Winnipeg area was now clearly demarcated along class 
lines in its newly defined boundaries--the poorer north electing CCF 


112 WFP, May 20, 1958, p. 11. 
113 WFP, May 16,.1958,. Dp», 8. 
114 WFP, June 4, 1958, p. 12. 
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candidates and the nore wealthy south electinse predominantly Conservatives.” 
Tom Peterson explains that such a polarization was not carried into the 
balance of the province because of more traditional voting patterns where 

the Liberals benefited from their long-standing ethnic appeal in the 

Mennonite district of Rhineland, the French and German constituencies of 
Carillon and La Verendrye, and the Slavic districts of Sprin-field, Emerson, 
and Ethelbert Plains. However, as Peterson points out, CCF victories in 

the poor non-British constituencies of Fisher and 3rokenhead (Ed Schreyer 

the victor) may have reflected an increase in class consciousness at the 
expense of ethnic feeling, 1° 


115 The enclosed tables indicate something of the extent of this 
disparity. While the Progressive Conservatives obtained 40.5 per cent of 
the total provincial vote, they received 44,9 per cent of the South Winnipes 
vote and a mere 27.6 per cent of the North #Winnivez vote, All seven North 
Winnipes seats were won by the CCF. (Table III) The CCF obtained only 
20.2 per cent of the total provincial vote but had 24,3 per cent of the 
South Winnipeg vote and more than doubled its province-wide average by 
obtaining 45,1 per cent of the vote in North Winnipeg. (Table III) The 
big losers in the city were the Liberals whose 35 per cent province-wide 
support was made up of a 41.9 per cent of all rural votes and only 27.5 
per cent of all urban votes, with a mere 22.7 per cent in North Winnipes. 
(Table III) The total Conservative vote, rural and urban, was nuch more 
balanced in conparison with the other parties, (Table IT) 


The CCF was still predominantly an urban party, a fact which could be 
judged by even the most cursory examination of election results, Nine of 
the party's eleven victors were from greater Winnipeg. The CCF urban vote 
constituted 71 per cent of its 58,671 ballots in 1958. (Table IV) The 
party had 29.9 per cent of all urban votes, 2.4 per cent better than the 
Liberals, but only 11.2 per cent of all rural votes cast went to the CCF. 
(Tables II and ITI) If we examine the 20 constituencies which lie south 
and west of Winnipes we find the CCF was only able to contest 8, finished 
dead last in all 8 cases and received a mere 6,8 per cent of its ow total 
vote in these 20 constituencies while takins only 4.5 per cent of the total 
vote cast for all parties. 


116 Peterson, “Ethnic and Class Politics," pp. 98-99. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1958. 


TABLE I 
% % 
Pea TY SEATS POPULAR POPULAR SEATS 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Progressive Conservative 26 117,822 4oO.5 45.6 
Liberal-Prorressive 19 LO G7.03 35.0 33.3 
CCF 11 58,671 20,2 1953 
Social Credit -- 5,174 1.0 --- 
Labor Progressive -- 15207, 4 --- 
Independents 1 6,254 Del 1.8 
TABLE IT 


POPULAR VOTE ANALYSIS--URBAN AND RURAL PERCENTAGE DEVIATIONS FROM TOTAL, 
MANITOBA PROVINCIAL EIECTION 1958, 


PARTY PROVINCE-WIDE VOTE URBAN VOTE RURAL VOTE 
Progressive Conservative : 127,022 53007 63,935 
Liberal-Progressive 1025763 38,276 63,487 
CCF 58,671 41, 637 17,034 
All others. 12,645 5,534 7,061 
% % % % % % 
PARTY TOTAL URBAN URBAN- RURAL RURAL- MAXIMUM 
VOTE VOTE TOTAL VOTE TOTAL DEVIATION 
DEV "TN: DEV'TN  URBAN-RURAL 
PC 40.5 38.6 (-1.9) 42.2 (41.7) Sees 
L-P 85.0 27.5 (e7.5)' 419 (4639) 14.4 R 
CCF 20.2 29.9 Gore) tise. eo) 18.7 U 


All Others 44 4,0 (-0.4) 4.7 (40.3) Tan 
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TABLE III 


POPULAR VOTE COMPARISONS PROVINCE-WIDEZ, RURAL, URBAN, AND SOUTH AND 
NORTH WINNIPEG FOR MAJOR PARTIES, 


% t % % 


PPAGR: Ee Y. PROVINCE RURAL URBAN SOUTH NORTH 

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL WPG. WPG, 

PC HO. 5 42.2 38.6 4g 276 

L=-P Sonw 41.9 27 6D 29.0 Clan 

CCF 20.2 ee 29.9 24,3 45.1 

All Others 4.4 4,7 4.0 alystes 4,5 
TABLE IV 


PERCENTAGE OF EACH PARTY'S POPULAR VOTE COMIIG FROM URIAN OR RURAL 
RIDINGS, 


% % 
fern aaa oY URBAN RURAL 
Independents (Including Kardash, LPP) 72.9 27 ek 
CCF (RY) 29.9 
Progressive Conservative 54.3 45.7 
Liberal-Progressive 760 62.4 
Social Credit 00.0 100,0 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1958. 


Major, Province-wide, Clusters, 


1. The Administrative Record, (Perennial). 
(a) Inaction, indecision, longevity. 
(b) Government spending, 
(i) Funds for development and education. 
(11) Need for services, 
(c) Priorities--are they misplaced? 


(1) Assiniboia Downs bond suarantee. (Specific, Local). 
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2. Economic Development. (partly Underlying). 
(a) Means of financing development. 
(b) North-south disparities. 
(1) Hydro power needs in the north. 


3. Roads. (Perennial). 
(a) Condition of existing roads. 
(bo) Planning and road program. 
(c) Disraeli Bridge and perimeter road. (Local, Specific). 
(d) Engineer shortaze. 
(e) Use of vehicle licenses and zasoline taxes. (Instrumental). 
(f) Role of P.C, leaders--inconsistency. (Side, Dodge). 
(2) Ed Wachal's gas tank. (Side). 


4, Education. 
(a) Poor standards--Comnission report, 
(b) Teacher shortaze, 
(c) Funding of schooling. 
(a) Larger school divisions and their implementation. 
(e) Competency of Education Minister. 


5. Hospital Insurance Plan. (Evident, Specific). 
(a) Costs and compulsory nature, 
(b) Deterrent Fees, (Right). 
(c) Blue Cross premiums for advance paynents. 


(d) Diagnosis and treatment of cancer, 


6. Liquor Laws and Prices, 
(a) Revenues--"Beer-price scandal," (partly Dead). 
(b) Liberalization of liquor laws. 


7. Natural Gas Distribution. (partly Speculative). 
(a) Cost of service. 
(b) Private versus public control. 
(1) Distribution rights. 


(41) Service to small conmunities. 
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8. Crop Insurance Policies. (partly Federal). 


9. Farm Loans and Farm Security, 
(a) Roblin's "in" with Federal gov't. (Dodge). 


Minor, Separate, and/or Local, 


Aid to Municipalities. (Perennial). 

Flood Control. (Perennial), 

Redistribution and End of "P,R," 

Cabinet Representation from Winniper, 

Use of Royal Commissions to Remove Issues. 
Colored Margarine (Perennial), 

Uniform Time, (Perennial), 

Penal Reform and Facilities, (Concern). 
Box-Car shortage. (Local, Sectional). 
Unplanned crowth in Brandon, (Local). 

Oil Rights Auctioning Policy. 

Assiniboia Downs Bond “uarantee. (Specific). 
Juvenile Uirls' Home. (Temporary). 


Low Wage Structure. (Left, Sectional). 
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MARCH 31 TO MAY 14, 1959 


Poa ons TY LEADHZR CANDIDA TIS 
Prorressive Conservative Duff Roblin S57 
Liberal~Prozressive Douglas L. Campbell 57 
cor Lloyd Stinson 45 
Labor Progressive vw. C, Ross 3 
Independents --- 3 


57 single nember districts, plurality systen, 


The Dissolution Debate, 


Assured of consistent CCF support the new Roblin Governnent was 
able to pass five major pieces of legislation at a special 1958 fall 
session of the Manitoba assenbl7y: the Industrial Developnent Fund, the 
Farm Credit Act, a winter employment prosram, a $33,000,000 highway con- 
struction progran, and revisions to the education structure, The latter 
lerislation included provision for a so-ahead on lar;rer school divisions 


subject to local referenda, which were conducted on February 27, 1959. 


The March 12 to 31, 1959, spring session was, on the contrary, 
a bitterly partisan sathering which appeared to point to an inevitable 
sovernment defeat. However, when the defeat and dissolution did occur the 


surprising and complex circumstances of its reality imiediately arose as a 


most heated issue in the campaign which followed, 
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Premier Roblin'’s Progressive Conservative Government could not 
depend on CCF support with the consistency that had been forthcoming in 
the previous fall. The Liberals intended to condemn the Roblin Govern- 
ment for its failure to support a Farm Union march to Ottawa, which had 
demanded deficiency payments for western farmers, and to criticize the 
government for not pressing for a federal-provincial tax conference, 
Such issues if shaped into amendments critical of the governnent the 
CCF would feel constrained to support even if it meant tumbling the 
government out of office. The CCF had been the most avid supporter of 
the farmers’ trek to Ottawa early in March 1959, 


Premier Roblin, perhaps fearing he might not get the chance, 
seemed willing, if not anxious, to present his 1959-60 budget which would 
answer opposition criticisms that the fall legislation and spring session 
throne speech proposals did not involve tax increases, 


CCF support for a Liberal non-confidence amendment loomed as a 
near certainty. Consequently, on March 30, Mr. Roblin presented a motion 
to dispense with "Rule 23", which called for completion of debate on the 
throne speech before considering any other matter, in order to present his 
budget and obtain interim supply before the defeat of his governnent,. 

Both opposition parties were willing to postpone the throne speech debate 
but desired assurance that the budget would not simply be presented for 
election purposes with no careful debate of details and estimates. Hence, 
Douglas Campbell moved an amendment supporting the government's overall 
intention while explicitly callings for the postponement of “further con- 
sideration of the address in reply to the speech from the throne...until 
detailed estimates of expenditures...and ways and means of raising of 

the supply...have been presented to, and approved by the House, "~ Premier 
Roblin considered the motion an expression of lack of trust and confidence 
in his government and so opposed the amendment, was defeated on it, and 
sought an immediate dissolution, 


1 The Financial Post (Montreal and Toronto), March 28, 1959, p. 3. 


2 From the text of D, L. Campbell's amendment Age Press (Glad- 
stone, Manitoba), April 1, 1959. This summary of the events of March 30- 
31, 1959 is taken from discussions in a variety of newspaper reports dated 
March 31 and April 1, 1959. 
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The two opposition parties immediately agreed that the govern- 
ment had “quit and called an election rather than tell the people the 


cost of their program," 


At his nominating convention Premier Roblin denied that he had 
quit, and claimed that the Liberals and CCF'ers had joined hands on the 
amendment in spite of his warnings of what the vote would mean, “They 
are like the man who aimed the gun, pulled the trigger and now is saying 
he didn't know the gun was loaded," Mr. Roblin explained. Directing 
his comments to CCF leader Lloyd Stinson, Premier Roblin continued by 
complaining: "After the last election Mr. Stinson...said his party 
would support any good lezislation. How did he square that statement 
with his conduct on March 30. Ir. Campbell reached out his hand and Mr, 
Stinson took it and brought down the government. He defeated one of the 
most progressive legislative programs Manitoba has ever had." Mr, Roblin 
also argued that the opposition attack on the budget should be interpreted 
as an attack on the government's program for which the budget stood. As 
a consequence he asked the electorate to question the opposition parties 
as to where they stood on each piece of legislation tabled by the govern- 


ment, 


Attorney-General Sterling Lyon claimed that the opposition had had 
estimates of current expenditures and revenues on their desks four days before 
dissolution but did not want them introduced after seeing them,” Utilities 
Minister Jack Carroll claimed the opposition simply lacked the patience 
to "wait another day for the normal procedure with regard to budget and 


estimates." 


Opposition leader D, L, Campbell explained his party's support of 
suspension of Rule 23 while answering Premier Roblin's “loaded gun” 
analogy. “Yes, we had a loaded gun trained on them during the throne 
speech,” Mr. Campbell noted, "But we didn’t point anything at them during 


WEP, April 14, 1953, Pp. 3. 
WFP, April 21, 1959, Dp. 7. 
The Neepawa Press, (Neepawa, Manitoba), April 14, 1959, p. 1. 
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Flin Flon Daily Miner, (Flin Flon, Manitoba), April.1l, 
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the debate on whether there would be a budget speech," Mr. Campbell 

went on to explain that his amendment to the Conservative suspension 

motion had been readied in order to "guarantee that the debate on the 
speech from the throne would be set aside entirely until the budget debate 
was finished. We did not want the government to be defeated before the 
budget debate was fully considered," "I had not thought for a moment 

that Mr. Roblin would try to pull a fast one but some of my colleagues 
thought he might. I believe now that he planned to delive his budget 
speech and then dissolve the house. For that reason we asked for the 
amendment. Mr. Roblin chose to consider that a want of confidence motion," 


The Major Cluster: Two Budgets and Two Records. 


Mr, Campbell's tactics were reportedly to move from the position that 
Premier Roblin had quit when announcing dissolution for fear of submitting 
his budget and program to close scrutiny, to a position that the unseen 
budget could not be balanced and would demand higher eee This latter 
position was prompted in part by the disclosure of the federal Conservative 
government's budget by Donald Fleming during the second week of the 
Manitoba election campaign, Mr. Fleming's announced increases in personal 
income and corporations taxes, excise taxes on cigarettes and liquor, were 
seen as a complete denial of John Diefenbaker'’s promises of new programs 
without spiralling taxes. The fear was expressed that Premier Roblin might 
have similar surprises in store for Manitobans in order to pay for his new 


Progressive Conservative programs. 


The suspicions began early as Messrs. Campbell and Roblin applied 
alternative bookkeeping methods to determine whether or not the proposed 
budget sported a surplus. Highway appropriations of $33,000,000, for 
example, had been approved in advance at the fall session. Iir, Campbell 
argued that because the appropriations were left out of the current estimates, 
the government was made to look like it was spending less. Premier Roblin 
called the authorization necessary to proceed with the arrangement of 
contracts in the winter and spring. He claimed that once having had the 


7 WFP, May 1, 1959, p. 6. 
8 The Financial Post, May 9, 1959, p. 33. 
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advance it would not be necessary again, now that the expanded program was 
well under way. 


The Free Press supported ex-Premier Campbell editorially, arguing 
that Mr. Roblin in his capacity as Provincial Treasurer had applied a 
saving of $3,600,000 from the previous year to make up his current surplus, ” 
Both sides presented detailed arrangements of figures to support their 
contention that the budget did or did not have a surplus. And both sides 
also accused the other of being the party which feared public debate on 
the budget. Premier Roblin contended that Douglas Campbell knew the budget 
was balanced and that opposition attacks on the budget were really disguised 
criticisms of the expansive Conservative program that a cautious Liberal 
Party feared. "They are not attacking the budget as such--they are attack- 
ing the government's program which that budget will accomplish. It is as 
simple as that. The real issue of the election is whether we go back to 
work or shall Manitoba go back to the old policies of too little and too 


late e ul0 


Liberal spokesmen like Robert 3end replied bluntly that the govern- 
ment was “trying to mislead the public." "le are not attacking the budget. 
We are attacking the Conservatives for stating the budget is balanced when 

aah 
itevsn bh, 


But Premier Roblin was insistent risht up to the eve of the election, 
"I give you my solemn pledge that the budget is balanced--that there will 
be no increase in taxes." He claimed the budget issue was above politics, 
"It is your chance," he told the Manitoba electorate, "to express your 
faith in Manitoba's future, "2? 


But Mr. Campbell was equally adamant. He was willing to "stake 
his reputation" that the "strange and wonderful document" over which the 


13 


legislature was dissolved, was not balanced, 


9, Editorial: "Surplus That Isn't,” WFP, April 2, 1959, p. 29. 
10 WFP, April 14, 1959, p. €. 

11 WFP, April 17, 1959, p. 20. 

12 WFP, May 12, 1959, p. 10. 

13 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. 1. 
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“A promise made--1s a debt unpaid" said widely circulated 
Liberal-Progressive “newspaper adgit Mr. Campbell and his supporters 
took up another side of the budget matters that “with all the spending 
they {the Conservatives] planned, we knew there must be a deficit looming." 
"We know there will be a sales tax, "2° Mr, Campbell asserted. He also 
expressed fears that heavy government borrowings at increasingly higher 
interest rates would place Manitoba back into extensive debt. And his 
previous administration had worked for years to wipe out just such an 
indebtedness. 


15 


Former Liberal minister C, L. Shuttleworth, in reference to the 
Fleming federal budget and its increased taxes in spite of promises to the 
contrary, declared, “now we know what a Tory ‘tax reduction" is. The only 
thing left for us to find out is what constitutes 'no increase in taxes'-- 
such as the local Tories are promising us,? Former Liberal-Progressive 
cabinet members like C, L,. Shuttleworth warned voters that provincial 
governnent interest paid on loans had risen; Bud Jobin complained that 
Roblin plans to link provincial growth with anticipated national growth 
were ill-conceived since the gross national product (GNP) increases in 
1958-59 had been a mere ,2 per cent; and Messrs. Jobin, 3end and others 
noted that Roblin had already “upped a bunch of little taxes" like charges 


for haying permits and drivers’ licences. 


@merson Liberal John Tanchak claimed that while Mr. Diefenbaker's 
federal deficit would amount to about 14 per cent of his budget, Premier 
Roblin's would amount to “about 47 per cent." Comparing Premier Roblin 
to "Little Jack Horner" Mr. Tanchak argued that the economic pie Mr, Roblin 
was destroying was one "baked by the Liberals.” Premier Roblin, he 
charged, had never had to work hard for his money and so didn't know its 


14 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 9, 1959, pd. 3. 

15 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959,.». ve 

16 WFP, May 1, 1959, p. 6. 

7p, April 11,21959.0p. 6. 

18 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 7, 1959, ». 8 and WFP, April 14, 
pp. 4 & 6, and April 21, 1959, v. 6. 
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This particular portion of the cluster of budget issues was a 
two-sided affair; the concern for the neans of payin: for expanded 
programs provincially was linked constantly to the unwelcome federal 


budget tax increases, 


In its editorials traditionally supportive of Douslas L. Campbell's 


Liberals the Winnipe:- Free Press admitted Premier Roblin'’s prozran looked 


good but asked where the money would be comin: fron to finance it, ‘ould 
Mr. Roblin be following "in hr, Flenins's footsteps" since he had 
announced one year earlier: "I am a student of Mr, Diefenbakers, I will 


: : 20 
carry out my pronises the way he carried out his," 


The hard fact is that the hich level of expenditure now proposed by 
Mr. Roblin, however desirable the services may be, is calculated to 
exhaust the Governnent's current and future revenues fron existing 
taxes. And the fact that expenditures have rapidly increased in the 
last decade is the best reason for holdin then down to a reasonable 
level if hisher taxation is to be avoided. 


Mir, Campbell, the Free Press reported, feared a "double-bite"” fron 
both the federal and provincial sovernments. “Mr. Roblin considers that 
fear unworthy of Mr. Canpbell but provides no nore than eloquence to re- 
assure the taxpaver. ‘Unfortunately eloquence does not pay taxes. The 
Liberal daily also dealt with criticisns that the opposition’s handling 
of the election was confusinz federal for provincial issues. The paper 
argued that federal financial policy was a framework for provincial policy, 
unlike federal matters like foreign policy or capital punishment, Premier 
Roblin's borrowings would, for example, be dependent on interest rates set 
by Donald Fleming. "It is not Mr. Roblin’s fault that Ir, Fleming has 
ushered us into a period of high cost money but manifestly Mr. Roblin's 


program must be appraised in the light of Mr. Fleming's financial 


19 WFP, April 21, 1959, ». 6. 


20 itditorial: "In Mr. Flening's Footsteps,” WJFP, April 16, 
1959, De 29. 
21 (Editorial: the Double ssite,” wks Apr 2/79, De Lee 
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Wee 
management, 


In reply to Premier Roblin's denials of the need for a sales 

tax the Free Press responded: 

But the future is unpredictable, While there is no lack of 

evidence that a new inflationary surge is developing in North 

America, no one can say how far it will -o or what actions willbe 

taken to counter it, this year, or thereafter by sovernnents not 

under Mr. Roblin’s control, ‘what can pronerly be said is that a 

program of heavy spendin, in these conditions of tivht money, hich 

and mountine interest rates, carries a built-in risk of hisher future 

taxation, It is surely not irrelevant to note that elsewhere in 

Canada sovernnents in such a position have turned to the sales tax 

as an obvious escape fron their financial difficulties, "23 

With traditional Conservative contrast the sinnipeg Tribune blamed 

Liberal politicians for having “dragged an old friend out of the spook 
Closet...." "They are trying to scare the voters by the borey of a sales 
tax which is neither inevitable or imninent, Manitoba neither needs a 
sales tax nor the kind of sovernment offered by the Liberal Party "7 
The Liberals were "forgetful" said the Tribune “when they warn voters that 
Roblin and a sales tax so hand in hand." "They conveniently for;et that 
the sovernnent headed by ltr, Campbell voted solidly for a 3 ver cent sales 
tax in 195l--and a hidden sales tax at that." “he newspaper noted that 
universal old-ase vension talk in Ottawa was met by jianitoba statements 
that her share would have to be met by inposition of a sales tax, ‘These 
are the facts recorded in the journals of the Manitoba lecislature. The 
vote in favor of the sales tax," said the Tribune, "was 29-18 with Mr, 
Campbell and his followers presenting a solid front." Only Quebec's 
withdrawal prevented enactment of the constitutional erendnent that would 
have seen isianitoba applvins a hidden sales tax, "In view of this record, 
voters should know which party stands for a sales tax. Actions speak 


Cc 
louder than ora ve 


22 Zditorial: "Federal Policies and Mr, Hoblin," YP, April 23, 1959. 
23 Eeditorial:=- "Defining the Issue," iP, Nay 6, 1959, p. 27. 
2 Bedi tomiels “Ginnines Tribune, May 2,.1959, 


25 \As’cited in'Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 11, 1959, p. 8. 
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Premier Roblin himself called talk of a sales tax an “irresponsible 
departure.” He maintained that the cost of expanded programs could be 
met via federal cost sharing arrangements, rising revenues, and borrowed 
money .~ "Sure we're borrowing money,” the Premier replied to criticisms 
regarding the high cost of borrowing, "but we're investing it.” "The 
interest charges when balanced against what the covernment vets for its 
investments amounts to the insignificant total of $7,827,0-" 


Yet another issue raised as part of this cluster of budget questions, 
this time by governnent nembers, was the contention that the Roblin Govern- 
ment had been able to capitalize on federal srants previously untapped by 
the Liberal-Progressives, Attorney-General Lyon and Industry and Commerce 
Minister Gurney Evans cited $19,500,000 obtained from the Federal Govern- 
ment in such areas as the unenployment assistance azreenent which the 
Liberals had not previously attenpted to ask fone Liberal spokesmen 
dismissed the contentions as a mere chapter in "Gurney'’s Fairy Tales.” 

The Free Press joined its favored partisans by claiming any party could 

have achieved what the Conservatives boasted of. "...iJhe province would 
get all the ‘extra money’ talked about by Mr. Svans no matter what kind 

of government was in power, It is equally clear that in trying to leave 

the impression that it is all the Roblin Government's doing, Mr. Evans 

Wed Liberal can- 
didates called for precise evidence that they had lost ten million dollars 


in a fiscal year, while Mr. Campbell explained certain losses because 


30 


is attempting to pull the wool over the voters" eyes. 


schedules of loans could not always be met. 


The former Premier, as a confirmation of his contention that Mr. 
Roblin was greatly overspending, announced at the end of April his intention 
to cut off thirty million dollars from the proposed Roblin budget if his 
party was returned to power. Premier Roblin interpreted the reduction as 


the means by which Mr. Canpbell would "reduce the services of the people 


201, WEP, April 25, 1959; p. 2. 
27 WEP, May 2, 19599 0. 2. 
28 “WFP April. 7, 1959, >. 21. 
29 ditorial: "Wool Pulling," WFP, April 8, 1959, »p. 17. 
30 “WFP, April 4, 1959, p.d. 
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Co) 
of Manitoba by thirty million dollars. "7+ 


Premier Roblin raised the whole Campbell record of “retrenchment 
and retreat" as being very much at issue in 1959 and made "crystal clear" 
once again by the intended thirty million dollars cut, A Campbell 
government would slow down northern developnent, deny modern educational 
benefits to the youns, and cut the hichway budget in half, the Premier 
contended in speeches around the province. "Indeed," said Mr. Roblin, 
“what lir. Campbell proposes is that Manitobans retreat to the kind of 
government and the kind of policies which they repudiated a year ago. "- 
Of his own party the Conservative leader could say, "xe anticipate the 
future of this province with enthusiasm and we have unbounded faith in 
the ability and capacity of the people and unshakeable faith in the 
econonic destiny of Manitoba." Ir. Campbell and the Liberal Party, Premier 
Roblin asserted, “appear to be afraid of the future and lead the 
electors of the province to believe they would deny the future of the 
province if they could, "?? He reminded the electorate that it had been 
common knowledze that Manitoba lagsed behind the rest of the Canadian 


economy while the Liberal-Progressives were in power, 


The Winnipeg Tribune argued that Mr. Roblin's administration of 
“courage and zood sense™ was willing to “accept its responsibilities and 
do the job that needs to be done." "The people of Manitoba have a clear 
choice between two alternatives...The Liberal Party offers a return to the 
past," the Tribune mec lace a The Conservative paper also responded to 
charges that the Roblin Government was merely carrying out programs 
initiated by the Canpbell administration. "3ut these candidates fail to 
point out that there is a great difference between getting a report from a 
Royal Commission and acting on that report." Liberal criticism that school 
division reorganization and too speedy implementation of the natural gas 
inquiry recommendations prompted the paper to quip: "The Liberals are hard 


to please. They want vigorous action and paralysing delay~-at the same 


31 WFP, May 4, 1959. 

32 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 1, 1959, ». 5. 
33° WEP; iMay ely, 1959), p08. 

34 Editorial, Winnipeg Tribune, May 1, 1959. 
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Sterlins Lyon was a consistently effective critic of Mr. 
Campbell's “go-slow” Liberals. He noted that the industrial development 
and farm credit legislation introduced by the government had been opposed 


by Mr. Campbell because of federal acts in the same field, even though 
36 


the two were complementary. 


The reply of the Liberal-Progressive Party was a call for “sane, 


responsible government,” "We were never a stand-pat government," Mr. 


BY, 


Campbell objected. In a major speech at Melita he defended against 


Conservative charzes of parsimony. He explained his sovernnent's actions 
as “carefully planned expansion” which avoided waste and excessive tax 
burdens while whittling down debt "as the means of the province allowed." 
He then reviewed his administration's long record in able fashion and 
returned fire on the “spendthrift" Roblin regime, 


In 1935 our debt was about $135,000,000. When we left office it 

was $40,000,000 and we were prepared to pay off the rest of it, and 
free ourselves of interest charges altogether, within another decade, 
That plan has gone by the board under the present government which, 
like its friend and mentor in Ottawa does not seem to worry much about 
the cost of borrowed money--a cost lately pushed to an all-time peak 
by the present government. We were not satisfied to spend prudently 
on an increasing scale, and at the same time, to cut down the cost of 
debt. We believed that something was fundamentally wrong in the whole 


financial relationship between the Manitoba and the national government, 


We fought hard for a fairer deal from Ottawa and, under a Liberal 
government there, we got a fairer deal--maybe not all we deserved, 
in my opinion, but enough to alter our whole situation radically for 
the better. We were the first provincial government to open up the 
whole problem of federal- provincial finance and we were the first 


government to sign the taxation agreement which provided us with a larger 


amount of federal money. 


We fought for justice from Ottawa. We fought against higher taxes, 
We fouzht against debt. We fought for an orderly and very great 
expansion of public services, But we didn't represent ourselves as 
heroes or wizards in doing these things, as our opponents are re- 
presenting themselves today. 


35 Editorial, Winnipeg Tribune, May 8, 1959, 
36 The Neepawa Press, April 14, 1959 ssp. 1s 
37 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. 4, 
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We don’t intend to rest on our record in government. We won't 

stand still. We fully recognize that times are changing, that the 
policies of governments must change with them, that the public 
services must be increased as fast as we can possibly pay them. But 
we would rather lose the election than bribe the public with its own 
money. 

But Jobin denied accusations that the Liberals advocated a return 
to "pay-as-you-go" financial policies. Such a policy had been abandoned 
four years ago, he told northern audiences. The former Minister of 
Industry and Commerce accused Premier Roblin of unsound borrowing practices 
amounting to an additional 75 per cent of estimated revenues, The Liberals, 
on the contrary, stood for "a sane, sensible practical policy of paying 
for current expenditures out of current revenue, and we borrow for capital 
expenditure and construction on a sound, repayable basis...thus avoiding 
tax increases or a sales tax...That'’s the way you run your home and that 
always has been and always will be the Liberal way of running your 

oo 
e,” 


provinc 


The issue in the spending philosophy debate was “the pace of 
public spending,” said the- Free Press editorially. Comparing provincial 
spending to the private individual who sizes up all the costs of a new 
house with its landscaping, garage, etc., the newspaper argued that such 
an individual ",.emay have the best reasons for spacing out his program 
in accordance with his means. It would surely be stretching credulity to 
suggest that he is therefore bent upon going backwards, which seems to be 
Mr. Roblin’s principal criticism of his political opkonentecnny 


The issue was well summed up as a choice between the optimistic 
liberalism of the Conservatives against the cautious conservatism of the 
Piperaiens 


38 WFP, May 2, 1959, p. 8. 
39 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 7, p. 8; and May 13, 1959, p. 2. 
40 Editorial: "Defining the Issue," WFP, May 6, 1959, p. 27. 


4) Duart Farquharson, "The Manitoba Election," Canadian 
Commentator, June 1959, p. 5. 
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The Tory Lust For Power. 


The CCF had been relatively quiet on most of the budget issues 
discussed above. The Stinson-led party seemed more intent on explaining 
its positions on policies often overlooked by major parties, particularly 
in the health, agriculture, and resource fields. Lloyd Stinson was 
obliged to withstand internal complaints about his leadership to the 
point that his periods of ill-health and allesed short-temperedness almost 
became campaign issues. However, Duff Roblin’s appeal for a majority 
government, in the face of John Diefenbaker'’s unprecedented victory which 
had crippled the CCF nationally, was the major source of CCF displeasure. 
"That's the basic issue," Premier Roblin had said of majority government, 
"In the last few months Manitoba has learned what it is like to have a 
minority government at the mercy of irresponsible people, an opposition 
which lacks the power or right to form a governnent but does have the power 


to frustrate vemiain tion” 


It was the so-called "Tory lust for power" which was most often 
repeated at Mr. Stinson's meetings, "I've never seen people with such lust 
for power," he said of Mr. Roblin's Conservatives at Neepawa's Royal Cafe, 
"They'll say or promise almost anything to get back on the right side of 
the speaker (the side where the governnent sits)[sic] nit3 The CCF leader 
also expressed concern during the campaign for the phrase “destroy Stinson" 
used in letters from Conservative MP's, and warned of "four high-powered 
hucksters” called in to direct the Conservative push for a sweeping 


majority. 


"Ie're going to witness a razzle-dazzle campaizn by the Conservatives,” 
Mr. Stinson cautioned, "They've got barrels of money and have brought in a 
battery of high-priced publicity men from the Zast,"” who, he said, wanted 


4 
to "steamroller their way in and set up a one-party state in this province,” 2 


42 WFP, April 21, 1959, p. 7. 
43 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. l. 
44, WFP, April 23, p. 13 and April 11, 1959, p. 9. 


45 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. 1. Among, the most notable 
Campaign organizers during this period were Dalton Canp for the Tories and 
Stephen Lewis for the CCF, 
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National CCF leader M, J. Coldwell joined Mr. Stinson in his 
campaign not to let happen azain the near total ruin of the CCF Party as 
had happened federally in March 1958. Mr. Coldwell areued that there 
was no need to fear minority government. It had been made to work in 
Ottawa. 


Both CCF and Liberal-Progressive parties encouraged the evident 
second thoughts amongst the voters on the "virtual one party government" 
elected federally one year earlier, There is evidence that Liberals may 
even have begun to "convince themselves that the 'zo-slow! passion of 
their leader might be the key to victory" in the face of such evidence 


that country voters were reconsidering their earlier parnoeeasens 


Other Major Issues: (1) Education. 


The Roblin Government's acceptance of recommendations fron the 
MacFarlane Royal Commission on Sducation included the controversial 
promotion of larrer school divisions, In plebiscites held on February 
27, 1959, only four of thirty-six rural areas opposed the organization 
of larrer school districts, All four contained a liennonite population 
which feared the plan might adversely affect local district rights to 
hold religious exercises in their hese Dewan Since acceptance of the 
larger districts seemed essential to Conservative sovernment school funding 
plans, great uncertainty existed in those areas which had not approved the 
plebiscite as to "what happened next." “Would boundaries be changed?" 
"das a second vote possible?" "Jould there be heavier taxes in the 


current year without provincial help?" Such were the questions being 


46 WFP, May 5, 1959, p. 5. 
47 Canadian Commentator, June 1959, p. 6. 


48 The Neepawa Press, March 2, 1959, p. 1. The four districts, 
all in South Central and South Bast Manitoba, were Nanover, %oundary, 
Rhineland and Stanley, Franco-Manitobans voted 82 per cent in favor of 
the larger divisions. The placement of Franco-lanitobans in key positions, 
including chairman of the new boundary commission, plus statements in the 
report calling for consideration of social and relivious concerns were 
sufficient reassurance for the French-Catholic community, See Turenne, 
"The Minority and the Ballot 3ox,” pop. 143ff. 
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asked in affected Ee ee eng 


Hence, the plight of these few areas became very much the 
concern of the opposition Liberals who had opposed the implementation of 
the larger school divisions somewhat consistently in practice, albeit 
for other reasons. The Liberal-Progressives had been concerned chiefly 
that haste and politics might be too much entangled in establishing larger 
divisions, The Conservative Government should not have acted so quickly, 
Liberal leader Campbell asserted, 

We appointed the Royal Commission on education but we would not have 
acted as quickly on its recommendations as the government did, It 
needed some mature thinking to improve it. The Conservatives did not 
have any education policy, The schene was rushed along, to some 
extent for political purposes, 3ut we did agree with the basic points. 
We have pings them but we had intended that it would be on a 
voluntary basis. 

Opposition Liberals claimed the proposed districts were much too 
large, some larger than the constituencies used in the provincial election, 
The Royal Commission had recommended 50 to 60 new secondary school divisions 
but the new legislation had created only 44. Thus, the divisions were "too 
big for proper administration” said Winnipes school trustee Andrew Moore 
speaking for a Liberal eendidarer= Liberal supporters questioned whether 
the conmission recomnendation for only one high school in each new district 


. could be carried out given such larve districts. 


The government was also scored for not implementing the commission's 
suggestions on merit pay and more zenerous salary scales for teachers, 
Fears were expressed as well regarding the question of centralization of 
the school system in the hands of the provincial Deputy-Minister of 
Education. While some spokesmen, like Andrew Moore, feared such control, 
many Liberals worried that the commission’s recommendations for centralization 


By 


had been made unmanageable because of the huge size of the districts. 


49 The Neepawa Press, April 28, 1959, p. 3, and WFP, April 23, 
1959, p. 4. The questions were asked in Vita, Manitoba in the “merson 
constituency. 


50 WFP, May 1, 1959, p. 6. 
51 WFP, May 2, 1959, p. 5. 
52 ‘FP, April 14, p. 6; April 29, p. 12 and May 2, 1959, p. S. 
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The government's answer to such criticisms was to insist that 
both opposition parties were bereft of an education program. Premier 
Roblin answered Mr. Campbell's criticisms by reminding voters that even 
the “Liberal” Free Press had praised his government's activity in the 
field of education, Education Minister Stewart McLean portrayed the 
Liberal position in regard to the school district plebiscites as in- 
consistent. "They supported the plan unanimously when it was brought 
before the legislature and then some of them went out and actively opposed 
it,” the minister charged. "At their annual meeting they approved the 
Royal Commission on daducation report and disapproved the Conservative 
legislation, although the Re ney was based directly on the 


recommendations of the commission, 


Premier Roblin criticized the Liberal attitudes which he believed 
had fostered claims that Manitoba had the best education in Canada. Such 
attitudes and claims were at work as the restructuring of districts was 
being considered: "They said it doesn't need to be done which is worse than 
saying it couldn't be done,” the Premier insisted. "3ut in the school 
divisions plebiscite 70 per cent of the people in the province had said 
"Roblin, you're iene 


The oft-cited Liberal position, in the light of the plebiscite 
results, was an offer to pay 75 per cent of the cost of all secondary schools 
regardless of size; plus 75 per cent or more of the cost of construction, 
maintenance, and snow removal on roads used by school buses, "so that 


noo 


schools were really accessible to students, Such transportation needs 
were considered the basic problem in enlarged new districts, and the 
increased provincial assistance for secondary roads was seen as essential 


to municipal financing. 


John Tanchak (Liberal--Emerson) accused the Roblin Goverment of 


52 WFP, April 14, p. 6; April 29, p. 12 and May 2, 1959, p. 5. 
53 WFP, April 27, 1959, p. 37. 
54 WFP, April 21, 1956, p. 7. 
55 WFP, April 21, 1959, p. 6. 
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punishing areas which had defeated the larger school divisions vote. 
"They're taking a 'well-it-serves-you-right' attitude.” The result was, 
56 


Tanchak claimed, two education policies and two classes of citizens, 


D. L. Campbell spoke of Tory discrimination against the "no" 
voters of the Hanover district. A Conservative promise to Hanover for 
retroactive grants to April lst if a petition and new vote went through 
was described by Mr. Campbell as a “bribe.” "This is of course typical 
of the tactics being used by the government in this campaign,” the Liberal 
leader complained, “but I want to go on record that we will provide for 
all, a fair share of the education grant, whether or not a district approves 


larger areas.” " 


In Steinbach a Conservative-sponsored petition for a 
second vote was a matter of considerable contention in spite of local 


school board attempts to wash their hands of the eueenpte 


In the meantime Lloyd Stinson and his CCF supporters busied them- 
selves with calls for increased technical school scholarships and facilities, 
free university, and use of the larger school districts for evening adult 


By) 


classes, particularly in subjects like farm management counselling. 


Other Major Issues: (2) Health Care. 


The CCF was much more vocal on matters of health care, even though 
attempts to raise universal health care as a major issue scarcely got off 
the ground. Mr. Stinson challenged Health Minister George Johnson to debate 
full health insurance but no official meeting took place. The minister 
dismissed Mr. Stinson's support of a federal-provincial health plan as “a 
palliative” claiming that the CCF leader did not know how the existing 


provincial plan eoreednce Mr. Johnson dubbed a state health plan as 


56 WFP, April 21, 1959, ov. 6, 
57 WFP, May 9, 1959, p. 4, 
58 WFP, May 11, 1959, pD. 9. 


The Neepawa Press, April 17, p. 5; and May 1, 1959, p. 4. 
Also WFP, April 17, 1959, p. 4. 


60 WFP, April 9, 1959, p. 13. 


Cia | 


tem. ate ates el ee Hremircway did, id) ‘ee sated, 


stevia Od wpedalol rt an Bd aoe bier tans senkte rt 


f P My 1a) en ter wane 
; J ars ; ; # 4 


wator cca trth roadon eden 
oe *flvaeer nf all audtitee) ‘1g 
“ahou lets, tO. Agee 2a ons , eas 


“ont elt danhohs meneame Hert 
not yevonell Ot aetnose set sae A” ioe 
Ssurgues: die tow wah Bras siete ne 8 vk gal et 
(aor enmge Xo ae olen Saat 4 a ye Bat . 


ayy ahive sg itty ce Aid mapbing bn Oy ae" tnaw : 
GO RM sa 5) hn J att a ni hese. goes bined peers 


be 
2 
*) 
& 
: 
&. 
~~. 
at oe 
7 3 
eS 
a 
* 
li 
ia 


vkot ion? ‘hae sanieeatali een tastatoed Sees at 


hi 4 ‘en te wir’ 


per pene yee! Aina es visited oy ior ia ie ea 0) | 
tho ton (lekadd  abadz ‘aoe oe eu 


. nha Cae oF mutt eee le ood, Uae d leg Listed Fite" ‘Gir’ tag eoneraiiak 
we s ey dtieed carne epipeibaebet Pay “patggtie a a* nents 


el fee wit %G ral woud “Fon! het. boat bs) bad = pitebare 
“3 ne ig as sail esate 3 8 dau nunato Brig <M 
ie : ‘ | Fi bea ca . ie hi 
wis ee a a ‘ uy ' mi ha 43 eet «£5 ‘tHe sw Bi \ 
vd VW, Wm, a “ | 7 ay rh ae by 4 4 L) ‘alt: eh bow Le 
PO Rr | Ee ne eet tft iat bs heme 
AE i RON gh Are bree aie % ap eae9aT, euet cet! 4 
Pe es inte kun oR aa oa Bah ROE SE LESMA ate 


Sameer Wan. ia: Lae 4 ARE & a oe 03 | 


fo 


586 


“ridiculous” and explained as hasty and foolish the actions of the 
Campbell Government in 1958, "The Liberals rushed off the health plan 
just seconds before the last election in order to get votes...They 
drew up the health plan in a matter of hours, and thus left it in 
"shambles" “...If the Conservatives had introduced the health bill the 


opposition parties would have blown the dome off the legislative building, "2 


The minister explained that the Conservative plan was to include 
placing patients who did not require acute care into nursing homes, However, 
the Roblin Government had been moving cautiously in this area, seeking a 
director of placements and a standards division in order to fit into 
federal plans and hence approval, Liberal politicians noted, meanwhile, 
that municipalities were reluctant to move patients from hospitals, where 
their care was paid for under the existing hospital plan, to the nursing 
homes which the municipalities themselves would have to manaze. This 
reluctance existed even in the face of serious hospital bed shortages, 
although nursing homes, too, were in need of construction, The seriousness 
of this particular issue is evidenced in the followins description of one 
severely burdened hospital, the Neepawa and District Memorial Hospital, 
where patients desiring admission were called upon to place their names 
on a waiting list. 

The shortage of accommodation has become marked since introduction of 
the governnent hospital insurance plan this year...Not counting the 
maternity wing, there are only 23 beds available to serve an estimated 
population of 12,000 in the trading area, which itself is rapidly 
expanding. This is considered definitely insufficient for future 
needs, and Logg doctors are known to desire some private roon 
accommodation. 

At the end of April Premier Roblin announced that one million 
dollars surplus from the Manitoba Blue Cross premiums would be earmarked 
for cancer research, CCF leader Lloyd Stinson had already spent considerable 
time in campaisn addresses outlining the need for a government supported 


cancer diagnostic and treatment prosram. Mr. Stinson compared Manitoba's 


61 WFP, May 7, 1959, p. 12. 
62 The Neepawa Press, April 10, 1959, o. 1. 
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record of cancer treatment with that of Saskatchewan noting that while in 
1957 Saskatchewan was treating 20,000 persons and spending $1,337,400 on 
cancer treatment, Manitoba was treating only 867 persons and spending 
$195,780 in the same year. Mr. Stinson argued that the high cost of 
treatment to the patient caused persons to delay diagnosis and helped 
promote Manitoba's high fatality rate of 1187 deaths in 1957. “We 
brought this matter forth in the house year after year," Mr. Stinson 
complained, “and both of the other parties have voted solidly against it 
every time. The only way to secure this kind of legislation is to vote 
in a CCF Boveeinente e The CCF leader responded to Premier Roblin's 
announcement rezarding the Blue Cross surplus by calling it a “hoax,” 
"There is simply no provision," Mr, Stinson claimed, for free treatment 
at government expense, even if money were to be used to build a diagnostic 


and treatment center, 


P, W. Goodman (Liberal--St. Matthews) claimed that Blue Cross sub- 
scribers should have rights of consultation as to where their money was 
to go, along with the right of fotnr 2 One premium holder who described 
himself as “hopping mad" aptly captured some of the reaction to the Premier's 
announcement, 
For years I fell for this line: Hospital insurance by a public-spirited 


body, approved by the doctors, a private plan, symbolic of free enter- 
prise at its best, 


I paid as an individual subscriber for over six years. They even had 
the gall to jack up their rates just a month before they closed to 
build up a surplus. 


Now everybody, from Duff Roblin down, has been trying to get their 
hands on our money, I say, leave it alone; /it is not yours, Give it 
back to us, who paid it, with interest too. 


63 The Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. 4. 

64 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 1, 1959, v. l. 
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66 Letter to the editor from Ken Enberley, St. James, Manitoba, 
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Other Major Issues: (3) Social Assistance. 


One of the many proposals outlined in the March throne speech 
had been a social assistance bill which was touted during the campaign as 
pioneering in federal-provincial social welfare cost-sharing. Premier 
Roblin used the defeat of his government in the house to argue that the 
opposition parties thereby opposed legislation which would have offered 
food, clothing, shelter, and medical, dental, and optical care for all 
Indians, elderly, immigrants, widows with children, physically disabled, 
deserted mothers, and neglected miiarens* The Conservative Premier was 
particularly critical of the CC¥ which, he claimed, had crushed the 
possibility of such legislation after calling for it for eighteen vente” 


However, Premier Roblin's opponents argued that, if social 
allowances were really of that great concern to the Premier, he could have 
brought down such legislation at the special fall session. Instead, they 
said, he chose to wait until spring. "I'll tell you why Mr. Roblin chose 
to do this," said Liberal Robert Bend. "This bill he believed was much 
more important to him as a potential vote Better 607 The long list of 
services cited above, which highlighted various Conservative newspaper 


advertisements, lends some credence to Mr. Bend's charge. 


This particular debate took place in the context of widespread 
regional demands for increased government grants to municipalities. 
D. L. Campbell feared the proposed Conservative scheme might stealthily 
rob control of the administration of welfare services from the municipalities, 
Premier Roblin replied to Mr. Campbell's fears by charging: “When we 
remember what he did when he was in office we know that what he really 
means is that the welfare burden will remain on the back of municipal 
taxpayers." The Premier denied that he intended a takeover of welfare 
administration for "political purposes." He saw such province-wide 


0 
control, he said, as “neither efficient nor economical." 


67 Progressive Conservative advertisements, The Neepawa Press, 
Apes 2351959 40s" 7 
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Other Major Issues: (4) Agriculture. 


The Progressive Conservative agriculture program was widely 
promoted during the campaign in the light of a statement by D. L. 
Campbell at Osterwich, Manitoba, The former first minister had said 
there was little a provincial governnent could do to help farmers be- 
Cause agriculture was so much a federal matter, Errick Willis, Gurney 
Evans, and other Conservative ministers outlined the early success of 
their farm credit legislation "flooded with applications.” Twelve new 
agricultural policies were flouted in the face of Mr, Campbell's 
Osterwich statement including, a decentralization of the agriculture 
department with new branches in Dauphin and. Brandon; additional staff as 
livestock experts, agriculture representatives, and home economists; . 


crop insurance; and additional grants for agricultural research. ah 


The context within which all agriculture issues were being 
fought in 1959 was the recognized existence of contract farming and ver- 
tical integration on the part of large corporate farms, The family farm 
was fighting monopolistic operations, CCF leader Lloyd Stinson warned, 
as he explained the cost-price squeeze faced by the independent farmer. 

It is not because he is not an efficient producer, Since 1947 the 
Western farmer's costs have risen 51 per cent while the price of 
wheat has declined 21 per cent. In i944 it took 1,845 bushels of 
wheat to buy a small combine, and now it takes about 4,000 bushels 
of wheat to buy the same combine. 72 

Mr. Stinson and others argued that independent farmers would 
eventually be wiped out because of their growing indebtedness to large 
companies which controlled all levels of agricultural production and 
marketing. Mrs. Della Yuel (CCF--Gladstone) described the plight of 


the family farm in her own constituency: 
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One of the most important issues in this constituency is Farm Security. 


Without a prosperous farming community our towns will soon disappear, 
What has made towns such as Neepawa and “ladstone prosperous and 
eiven them good stores and homes? If we can afford to pay over one 


billion dollars a year to sive manufacturers a price for their products 


(Atma ead 1/,ep. 129) and April 22,01950) p. 11, 
72 WFP, Nay 9, 1959, vd. 4. 
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which will bear a fair relationship to their costs, then surely 

we can afford to pay farmers a few million dollars to give 

farmers a similar price, Are not farm women entitled to similar 

home conditions such as water works and automatic heat, not to 

mention comfortable homes (which lacks in many places in this 

constituency) [sic] as our city sisters?...The pps oo is the 

sanctity of the individual and not the system.’ 

The Conservative argument was that much could be accomplished 

by granting credit to farmers, Premier Roblin claimed opponents of farm 
credit policy would keep money in surpluses rather than invest it in young 
parmona Gurney Evans, in a direct reference to Mr. Campbell's Osterwich 
statement, claimed "We can’t touch prices, but we can attack the problem 
by cutting costs.” Mr. Evans cited his party's farm credit legislation 
and plans to lift eleven million dollars of expenses from the municipal 
ie 


tax burdens as effective in promoting rural security. 


Mr. Campbell disagreed with the Tory program and its attitude 
toward him. "Mr. Roblin claims I said the province can't do much about 
agriculture, What I did say, and still say, is that the factors which 
matter most to agriculture=—such as prices and markets--lie in the national 
and even international field." 


"T know credit is important,” Mr. Campbell admitted, “but fixing 
the farmer's income is even more important." The Liberal-Progressive 
leader claimed the best results would come about by amalgamating the 


provincial credit program with an already experienced federal earner © 


Increased charges for haying permits for cutting on crown lands 
were widely criticized during the campaign, The increased fees came at 
the very time that a lack of moisture pronpted farmers to make more use 


of hay on crown lana, /? 


73 The Neepawa Press, May 8, 1959, p. 2. 
74 WFP, May 12, 1959, p. 10. 
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The government was also accused of being deceptive in its 
re-organization of departmental appropriations. Doubled appropriations 
had seemingly been promised for the agriculture department. "They merely 
shifted the estimates from one department to another," Mr. Campbell told 
Manitoba farmers. "They juggled the accounts and tried to make you 
believe that you would actually be receiving more. I call that phony. 

I say Mr. Roblin could have and should have told vou the erdeneeee 


One time Liberal Agriculture Minister C. L. Shuttleworth supported 
the Liberal Party position favoring a two-price system for grains. The 
system would offer a subsidized price for farmers as one means of conbatting 
the cost-price squeeze on local farms, lr. Shuttleworth also believed that 


( 


free trade would eliminate the need for deficiency payments to farmers, 


It had been the demand for deficiency pavments by western farmers 
which had prompted the march to Ottawa just weeks before the election 
campaign, A petition containing 300,000 names had been carried to Prime 
Minister Diefenbaker by 1,100 members of the Yarmers' Jnion. Opposition 
candidates were unanimous in condemning Premier Roblin's apparent "complete 
subservience" to the Conservative Prime Minister. Douzlas Campbell con- 
demned what he called the government's "sickly telegram thanking the Prime 


080 "They simply were afraid 


to take a stand on this thing,” the Liberal leader iweveteae CCF leader 
Lloyd Stinson also claimed: “If the Prime Minister decided that it is not 


in his political interests to do anythin; for the farmers, the Manitoba 


Premier bows eee 


Minister for consenting to meet the delersation. 


"we're with the farmers 100 per cent on this 


issue," Mr, Stinson promised. 


Country newspapers carried CCF-paid notices to those who had 


signed the petition, which claimed that the forty-seven Western Conservative 


78 WFP, May 7, 1959, p. 12. 
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80 WFP, May 7, 1959, p. 12, 
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MP’s had assured their government that Western farmers were satisfied 

in spite of the many delegates and signatures, "Someone is wrong,” 

said the notice, "--forty-seven Conservative MP's or 300,000 signatures 
from the West." “A vote for the old line parties is saying that the 
Western MP"s were right. The only way to show Diefenbaker that you are 
not satisfied and that you meant what you sizned is mark your ballot for 
the cor, "89 A Conservative vote would be construed as an endorsement of 
“some of the shabbiest treatment Western Canada has ever had," national 
CCF leader M.J. Coldwell said in nase 


The handling of the Ottawa march had therefore become an open sore 
in many rural areas, One partisan Campbellite, while calling for support 
of Nels Shoemaker (Liberal--Gladstone), portrayed the Roblin Government 
as an enemy of rural Westerners and condemned local Conservative politicans 
for their behaviour during the Ottawa march. 

«the Roblin governnent is a supporter of the so-called big eastern 


industrv and also industry in our cities, They are a cruel govern- 
ment for us farmers and snall town folk. 


Do we want the city of winnipeg telling us how to run our affairs. 

The Campbell seats are in rural Manitoba. Lets increase these seats 
in the government to a majority, that we might have Mr. Shoemaker look 
after our rural needs.... 


»«eDon't forget the Farm Union march to Ottawa sone weeks ago. The 
local union officials say Diefenbaker was disinterested--our local 
member would not give a hearing, according to the press. Liquor was 
given to those who would partake to help calm a storm. According to 
Farm Union leaders, the man who is now asking you to vote for him and 
for the Roblin eta Refused to support this petition. This is a 
fact--check and see.9 


A government newspaper advertisement replied to letters in 
The Neepawa Press: "Is the new higzhway prorram, northern development, 
increased allowances and better educational facilities just for those 


city slickers." The paid statement also noted that the Prorressive 


83 The Neepawa Press, Mav 8, 1959, d. &. 
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85 Letter siened "Rural Voter," The Neepawa Press, Nav 8, 
1959, p. 4. Toe a. io) ce 

86 Conservative Advertisement, The ileepawa Press, Mav 12, 


1959, p» 8. 


EY % ait eek enonptit” SEN TOM 
vere sae 800, O08 i ie oriitarsiapioo 
adit badd Sobyae at aotixeq ondh bho vit eh whee 

a voy dant 3 aedn o/eiedl. weoase, oe aw uti“ Aa td 
wnt tolled tvoy AtaM By bene! Oe, gait, Se by sioiiell 
‘hy Jndmaevobne mae heatdeabe om Aid 6 ator: evi vm : 
>) aie boa,” had ‘Teve at re erates Sages owas 
| Be eT * vagia o aL ‘tee ate LoD 


208 wie ne pi ie ox % hosed, ey sionasin net eo odd he at Hat 
Soqguie ate iD ELS oLhiie wed hb Ledq nse wha teres, an co 
t Suen re vod mtitos. ets; _ bevantteg yf nv tw belt “ha é2, 
fog ov.thewr reandd Leooe hanaianeod ! Lita grenades pay =a | 


crotone Sid. Hate csoate Oe $0 h saaeseiil i A fen 50s 
“ves LeNke » tte \odt) .eahtto! tho Ok yt hes & bas. 
RSE pe SS RSS Piaime bee snot 


“6 exe hae MA ae Git eect Fear gunk Rta nogtedty: Age 
aiaee cage gaperanh ated, Ado t heat: ABT IL Te erty BOs zen f 
do] Sadi p04 ah evel 3 sig ee Ls aa yet Tne ‘on 
ar hele arvetet wae 


® 


oT TN ponent eine enasit oF diercin! ed recast ‘mit! Sogeeh’ ae 
inook emmhatgerott tats ean weedy tat fa etetarty ‘pends 
aan “orp mee welt: od ontbersotas 4 atta ae 
gti yabbrot arava & mag qhod: ug: tad tag, ‘ftdow ody tty, Os 

hi pitts ‘tet ate 62. voy Solaeg aria af ‘ew nem ods, arabes Ada 
| me ot banked yitee oiidod ot 


ee stay noe shal alist RORY one vai: 
a iY, Bers She ms e ae bas ae fi 
vik: ee od bettie’ anemone aetsieceett tnanesovo & at 

2 semen Pie ray eiraitit7, ye im ne gues won ade oly i ‘ae ms 


anodd a0 rat. aot sp eae hme ta: 8: watt rei bow ‘aehama tla a bese 
Whasinest ot" ty fms, began: baw innoatets bid tefl . uicece ite 


ba i et is nes im | Ut halo be ; a ‘ he a i ie i i oe ao y Pye kid he t 
a i A y st t : rime tl ist ae ; a ea : La . p38 
ANT oe ) ; PE ‘i Pt ered "a s ere ; ne 4 : hie | ws ae 
, ae oa a A e nin aa Dodie a ma. mt Sa 

" i q. RAT) Re oe ‘ote dozen et oat 8 ek gh ae 


‘ “ae eae weaena nt athe: tna fomate Yohei e aa 


iat a eect ge ac st ferent beet iortenrsenend * i‘ t 


y 


593 


Conservative candidate in question, Harl Murray of Gladstone, had 
given his board room "free of charge" for farners’ neetings even though 


he did not support the moeiion 


Local Issues: (1) The North: 


No single issue dominated the campaign in northern constituencies 
of the province. Instead, a larse number of issues of definite regional 
or local interest were apparent. The issue receiving most attention was, 
perhaps, the desire for television service in the north. The “ill-fated 
experinent” by the previous Canpbell jovernnent and Jorthwest Electronics, 
for which Premier Roblin claimed his sovernnent "had just paid the bill,” 
was hotly debated. "The plans were rushed, the scheme was not well thought 
out and the net effect of the necotiations only resulted in a year's delav 
before any effective measures night have been taken to provide this 


We 
i 


service," said Education Minister McLean, Northern Liberals and CCF‘ers 
joined Conservatives in callin; for the developnent of northern television 
services in which the C.3.c, should take full responsibility. Former 
Liberal minister Bud Jobin (Flin Flon) defended the previous $15,000 deal 
as a "z00d gamble" stating he would urge another chance for Northwest 
Electronics if peceiatte Hon. J. B. Carroll (The Pas) Minister of 
Utilities claimed the deal “was not well considered although it might 

have been politically expedient." He said no legislature had the right 

to "gamble with the people's money” as had been done with the television 
experimenet 2 The Flin Flon Chanber of Commerce called on all northern 
candidates of whatever party to pledge support and press the federal 
zovernment for the extension of C.8.C. television service to the Flin 


Flon eon 


Both najor parties claimed credit for the completion of highway 


87 WFP, May 5, 1959, p. 29. 

88 Flin Flon Daily Miner, April 11, 1959, v. l. 
89 Flin Flon Daily Miner, April 11, 1959, p. 4. 
90 Flin Flon Daily Miner, April 25, 1959, p. 1. 
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number 10, from Mafeking to Flin Flon and candidates of all three 
parties called for its blacktopping. Most candidates also promised to 
press for the development of a national or provincial park near Flin 
Flon and/or The Pas, "Bud" Jobin condemned the government's lack of 
effort to obtain land rights for the construction of a proposed two 
million dollar airport at Flin Flon, and Mr, Jobin also nade much of the 
need for longer liquor hours in northern drinking places, 


In mid-April Premier Roblin announced a $25,000,000 International 
Nickle Company (INCO) refinery to be constructed at Inco's mining site at 
Thompson, Manitoba and destined to become the world's second largest 
producer of nickle,” One month later, speaking in Flin Flon, just before 
the election, Mr. Roblin announced a Northern Developnent Authority 
consisting of a cabinet committee and an operational committee “designed 
to put all available knowledge and effort into northern development,” 
Mr. Roblin promised northern residents that the authority would explore 
natural resources and develop them by means of increased hydro electric 
power development, in particular on the Nelson River Kelsey site. He also 
promised that a considerable amount of the 333,000,000 his government was 
spending on roads would be allocated to the north. His approach was to 
provide the power, roads, and iia eaten for the development of 


forestry and other natural resources, 


Liberal spokesmen were infuriated as the premier opened a $500,000 
provincial csovernment office building in The Pas two days before the 
election, a building which he allezedly “had nothing to do with,” The 
ribbon-cutting was described by irate Liberals as the “lowest kind of 
political nose Premier Roblin, on the other hand, said the 
n 95 


opening was “not a government occasion but a Manitoba occasion, 


91 Flin Flon Daily Miner, Avril 11, 1959, p. 1; and WFP, April 
11, 1959, p. &. 


92 Flin Flon Daily Miner, April 15, 1959, p. 1 and Hon. Duff 
Roblin, “The Prenier Reports on Manitoba...,” The lionetary Tines, June, 
1959, D. 29. 


93 Flin Flon Daily Miner, Hay 13, 1959, p. 1; and WFP, May 13, 
1959, p. 24, 


94 Flin Flon Dail: Hiner, May 7, 1959, p. 1. 
95 dFP, May 13, 1959, p. 40. 
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The battle of who had done most for northern Manitoba--the Liberals 
or Conservatives--had been launched in earnest. 


Northerners seemed somewhat more interested than most Manitobans 
in a program for workmen's compensation which Jack Carroll (Conservative-- 
The Pas) declared the government was prepared to take even further than 


the recent Turgeon Report recommendations on the mab secti cs 


Independent prospectors placed briefs in the hands of all 
candidates condemning the governmental “concession system" which enabled 
large companies, both provincial and out-of-province, to tie up thousands 
of claims consisting of hundreds of thousands of acres, thus depriving 
independent prospectors “of all the benefits of years of work.” 

The brief claimed that suggestions made by The Manitoba-Saskatchewan 
Prospectors and Developers Association had "been disregarded or ignored" 
by previous governments. The same governments had “extended very little 
sympathy to the problems of the individual prospector, allowing civil 
servants to carry on the policy of the department by means of order-in- 
council, "7" 


Minor Issues: Q) The Legasse Report. 


The long dormant interest in Manitoba's native people was aroused 
by a government study, the Legasse Report, which called for greater govern- 
ment responsibility for Indian and Metis citizens especially in community 
development, employment, and vocational training. CCF leader Stinson called 
the findings of the report “shocking” and said his party supported its 
recommendations for a “Fair Accommodations Practice Act." Premier Roblin 
promised his government would act in a detailed fashion on the report. © 


96 The recommendations included an appeal board for aggrieved 
applicants, increased compensation to widows, orphans, and dependents, and 
the raising of the maximum salary basis for disability claims. Flin Flon 
Miner, April 11, 1959, p. 4. 


97 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 12, 1959, p. l. 


98 WFP, April 8, p. 1; April 10, p. 31; and April 25, p. 4 The 
Neepawa Press, April 17, 1959, p. 4. 
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Minor Issues: (2) Labor, 


In labor matters some discussion obtained during the campaign 
regarding the continued low wages paid in the province in spite of the 
Manitoba Fair Wages Board’s ten cent per hour increase. Various agencies 
like the Winnipeg and District Labor Council complained of the Fair Wage 
Board’s acceptance of a sixty-hour work week for highways and bridge 
construction workers and of a zoning policy with different wages paid by 
two different Bealest? The Wage Board's absence in Thompson, Manitoba, 
where workers were said to be working as much as eighty-four hours per 
week, was also criticized, 2°? The Winnipeg and District Labor Council made 
public its support of the CCF as the only party “consistently for labor, "1+ 
Amendments to the Labor Relations Act which empowered a labor board “to 
define in precise terms, the extent of the bargaining agent’s jurisdiction” 
were seen in labor circles as a threat to the traditional power of a union 


to determine where and where not to Gacanszeiace 


Minor Issues: (3) Dismissal for Political Action. 


Widespread concern was also expressed throughout the province about 
the announcement that several would-be candidates in the election had been 
threatened with dismissal by their employers if they insisted on entering 
politics while members of the firms in question. The Canadian Manufacturers 
Association, Chambers of Commerce, the Canadian Labor Council and all party 
leaders spoke in favor of political participation. The Free Press would 
sympathize with the undesignated companies, it said, if key persons had 
been involved. However, the reasons given, said the paper, were that the 
employee's action would hurt business and public relations, “The health 
of our political system depends on the interest taken in politics by 


99 WFP, April 22, 1959, p. 7. 

100 Letter signed "K, M, G4 Winnipeg, WFP, April 16, 1959, p. 17. 
101 WFP, April 22, p. 73 and May 11, 1959, p. 10. 

102 Canadian Labour, April, 1959, News Section. 
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ordinary people,” the newspaper editorializea, 13 


A legislative correspondant for The Neepawa Press, Warner Troyer, 
noted that normally only the self-employed and independently wealthy were 
able to take part in politics, Others were forced to take leaves of 
absence at no salary and were often unable to run again. "Until Canadian 
employers generally adopt a more public spirited and realistic attitude 
we will never be able to say that our nation's politicians are truly and 
conpletely representative of the men who are willing to give their energies 
and abilities to the service of their country,” Mr. Troyer wroteun a. In 
the end the employees in question were granted permission to run for election. 


Minor Issues: (4) Roads. 


Announcements were made by Errick Willis of extensive road building 
plans to include $800,000 more spent on municipal roads than ever before 
in Manitoba's history. The announcements of let-contracts were met with 
cries that Manitoba did not have the road-building equipment to carry out 
the anticipated program. The Willis projects included vast street improve- 
ments in dozens of towns and villages where such improvements were central 
considerations in 1959. Liberal-Progressives continued to hold Errick 
Willis" previous cabinet responsibilities for road-building against him 
if he spoke of improvements over Liberal roads. "Every time Mr. Willis 
condemns a road now,” said Robert Bend, “chances are he built it. I don't 


think he has become that much more of an expert recently, 1° 


In Selkirk and Brokenhead constituencies so-called “mystery letters” 
promising a variety of public works projects were the subject of province- 
wide discussion, Arthur Trapp (Liberal-Progressive--Brokenhead) claimed 
that Conservatives were "scurrying up and down the constituencies armed 
with letters, appearing over the name of the Minister of Public Works 
promising roads, black-top rights, culverts for every town and village... 
everything and anything,” and in many instances without local councillors 


103 Editorial: “Business and Politics,” WFP, April 9, 1959, p. 29. 
104 The Neepawa Press, April 10, 1959, p. 4. 
105 WFP, May 14, 1959, p. 14. 
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Raving Wiowiedus or the crotects.1°° "Public Works" Minister Wiilis’dies 


missed the letters as routine announcements issued each spring by his 
department. There was no mystery, the minister claimed, but he “could 
understand a Liberal candidate regarding as mysterious a government 


program which granted assistance to hard-pressed constituencies, "1°” 


Local Issues; (2) Portage La Prairie. 


In Portage La Prairie two issues predominated. Mayor Lloyd 
Henderson made a considerable stir in the city with his complaints that 
Attorney-General Lyon had sent a letter to the Conservative candidate 
J. A. Christianson announcing the government's willingness to sell a 
thirty-acre parcel of land to the city. The information had by-passed 
the Portage La Prairie council in what the mayor called “cheap, dirty, 
low political manoevring, "°° Henderson, as president of the province's 
flood control organization, differed with Premier Roblin over the 
recommendations of the Manning Commission on flood control. Mayor 
Henderson charged that Premier Roblin was only carrying out those recommen- 
dations which would benefit greater Winnipeg. The Portage mayor challenged 
Mr, Roblin to debate the scheme declaring, "We want a total program, not 
only the spending of $70,000,000 on Greater Winnipeg, "209 Gordon Phillips 
(Liberal-Progressive--Brandon) expressed much the same concern about the 
flood control program. "All the work on the policy is being done in 
Winnipeg. What are the people in Brandon supposed to do when there is a 
flood? Sit in water up to our necks and say ‘Thank you, Mr. Roblin’, "+9 


CCF leader Lloyd Stinson believed the Conservative Government 
deserved congratulations for its speedy action on flood control, although 
he did predict that the federal and provincial governments would play 
politics with the announcements of funds and that the payments would have 


106 Flin Flin Daily Miner, May 1, 1959, De 3. 
107 WFP, April 27, 1959, p. 1. 

108 Flin Flon Daily Miner, May 7, 1959, p. l. 
109 WFP, May 8, 1959, p. 8. 

110 WFP, May 12, 1959, p. 37. 
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come no matter what party was in power, 21 The scheme was outlined in 
detail by Hon. Gurney Evans and involved $11,000,000 of federal aid for 
every $4,000,000 of provincial expenditure, The program involved a 
system of dams and floodways to divert waters around Winnipeg into Lake 

112 
Manitoba. 


Local Issues: Winni ° 


In the Winnipeg area candidates debated Winnipeg's share of 
provincial school costs, recommendations for metropolitan government, and 
the location of a new city hall. Alderman Paul Goodman (Liberal-Progressive-- 
St. Matthews) blamed Premier Roblin for pushing up the cost of a city hall 
for Winnipeg by offering a site on a re-development area in Douglas Point 
after Winnipeggers had already approved of a Broadway Street site and 
design, 

Roblin’s actions at this stage are typical of the arrogance for which 
he is becoming famous. He ignored the committee appointed by city 
council, He insisted on appointing his own committee, He said his 
committee would report within four weeks. We know what happened, He 
did not appoint his committee in four weeks. In fact the report of 
the city’s committee was in hand before Mr. Roblin had even gotten 
around to naming his own group. 

The same Alderman Goodman was outspoken regarding implementation 
of the Greater Winnipeg Investigating Commission’s recommendations regarding 
metro government. Goodman criticized the government for not making its 
views public on the report during the para le ent Eric Beecroft, national 
director of the Community Planning Association of Canada called "metro" 
government, “the forgotten issue." “It is hard," he said, "to see how we 


lll WFP, May 1, 1959, pp. 1 and 10. 

112 WFP, May 1, 1959, pv. 12. 

113 WFP, April 18, 1959, ». 2. 

114 WFP, April 10, 1959, p. 31. The commission had recommended that 
sixteen municipalities should become eight cities with uniform charters 
with a metropolitan council over all. Financial planning would be based on 


the welfare of the whole over any given part, Editorial: "A Good Metro 
Plan," WFP, April 1, 1959, p. 23. 
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can get metropolitan area planning and administration on a sound basis 
anywhere in Canada unless the provincial governments take a strong stand 
and e act the necessary legislation, "+ 


Minor Issues: (5) Camping Fees. 


Incréased fees for camping in provincial parks were the subject of 
such an outcry during the campaign that on May 5 the provincial government 
had to back down from its projected increases, The issue was used by 
opposition spokesmen to describe a government "pattern." “Never was the 
pattern of Conservative policy clearer,” the Free Press said editorially. 
“First announce an attractive program that will appeal to the people [the 
new provincial parks]. Only after the initial favorable impression has been 
made, tell them what it is going to cost, "216 


Both new and old parks were also a subject of controversy over 
whether or not liquor outlets should be permitted within their boundaries. 


Minor Issues: (6) Natural Gas Distribution. 


Since both the Liberal-Progressive and Conservative governments had 
taken steps to hand over all natural gas distribution in the province to 
the Greater Winnipeg Gas Company it was largely the CCF party supporters 
who were critical of the “gas monopoly." Comparisons were made with 
Saskatchewan, where service for towns and villages existed extensively, 
unlike Manitoba's immediate plans. The CCF spokesman expressed alarm about 
the limits of service, the high cost, and the monopoly clause which gave 
the company complete control over natural gas distribution in Manitoba for 
twenty-five years. Utilities Minister Carroll defended his government's 


115 WFP, May 9, 1959, D. 3. 
116 Editorial: "The Pattern,” WFP, April 22, 1959, p. 23. 
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policy by announcing that the company would be subject to bi-annual 
reports and that the twenty-five year lease was the recommendation of a 
royal commission. He also noted that the lease was being offered on 
condition that the company lower its price per cubic foot of gas. Mr. 
Carroll anticipated expansion of the program to serve 75 per cent of the 
Manitoba market in five years.tt" 


Lloyd Stinson claimed that natural gas consumers in Winnipeg would 
lose $2,000,000 per year because of the “private monopoly." Mr. Stinson 
accused the government of wanting to have the safety of a majority govern- 


ment before “handing over this bonanza to a big private Ronocel 


M. J. Coldwell claimed Duff Roblin had passed up “the best opportunity 
any Manitoba government has had of implementing Sir Rodmond's philosophy "22? 
his grandfather's willingness to take public control over major utilities. 
The average price of gas in Saskatchewan, Mr. Coldwell said, was 68 cents, 
and the price in Manitoba 90 cents. Transportation costs were 7 cents per 
cubic foot, The other 15 cents, he said, was "clear gravy for the company. 
It is the premium which the consumers have to pay for the privilege of 
having a government which turns over control of a great resource to private 
monopoly.” Coldwell and various CCF candidates decried the lack of plans 
for gas distribution to small centers. "There is no money to be made in 
bringing natural gas to the (smaller)[sic])towns. The profit lies in the 
mass market of the big cities and private enterprises are interested in 
profit,” the national CCF leader pee 


Minor Issues: 7) Fishing and Forest Resources. 


Debate ensued, finally, on the development of fishing and forestry 


resources, with Gurney Evans accusing the former Campbell Government of 


117 WFP, April 16, 1959, p. 3. 

118 WFP, May 2, 1959, De 9 

119 WFP, May 9, 1959, p. 2. 

120 WFP, May 9, 1959, p. 23 and The Neepawa Press, May 12, 1959, p. 1. 
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having depleted Manitoba’s forest resources at a rate of 165 per cent 
of sustained yield. Commercial fishing, had been neglected and over- 
exploited, the Conservative minister chargea, 272 


In response Liberal candidates claimed that new Conservative 
regulations for commercial fishing seemed destined to benefit large 
fishing companies at the expense of small independent fishermen, Mr. 
Evans insisted that Lake Winnipeg fishermen, facing hardships because of 
new Conservative government regulations for whitefish, had known of the 
meetings to discuss such regulations and had approved government conservation 


measures, aae 


John Ateah (Liberal-Progressive--Lac Du Bonnet) maintained that 
the government had literally put fishermen out of work by acting too quickly 
in enforcing its commercial fishing restrictions. Government intentions 
to conduct a study of the problems should have preceded the instigation of 
the regulations, Mr. Ateah areusdt >? 


Elman Guttormson (Liberal-Progressive--St. George) denied that 
fishermen knew of the meetings at which the new fishing regulations were 
to be considered. Mr. Guttormson also specified the discrepencies between 
fishing companies and independent fishermen under the new restrictions, 
“They allow summer fishermen largely controlled by the fish companies, to 
take two million pounds of whitefish from the north end of Lake Winnipeg, 
but they won't let the small independent fishermen who work in the winter 
take their usual catch of 250,000 pound eine” 


The Results, 


May 44 gave Duff Roblin his majority. Thirty-six Progressive 
Conservatives now faced a mere eleven Liberals and ten CCF members. The 
CCF had fought hard to tie the Liberals as the official opposition by 


121 WFP, April 24, 1959, p. 28. 

122 WFP, April 27, 1959, pp. 1 and i his 
123 WFP, May 1, 1959, p. 12. 

124 WFP, May 1, 1959, p. l. 
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running Indian Chief Albert James Cook in the deferred seat of Rupertsland. 
The Indian chief was soundly trounced by Conservative Joseph Jeannotte 
even though 65 per cent of the constituency's voters were Indian. "For 
reasons of their own the Indian population will not politically support 
one of their own and make no attempt to conceal it,” the Financial Post 


reported, !7° 


In the Churchill poll of Thompson only 59 of 1001 eligible voters 
cast their ballots. As a result serious questioning ensued as to whether 
the polls had been placed too far from the town or whether the men in 
the mining industry had been given time off or even knew about the 


election, 17° 


The victory was the Conservative Party’s largest since 1914 with 
the party taking 46.7 per cent of the popular vote, The CCF maintained 
its stranglehold in all north Winnipeg ridings plus Brokenhead and Fisher, 
CCF leader Lloyd Stinson and deputy leader Donovan Swailes both went down 
to defeat in constituencies which lay just outside the northern Winnipeg 
strong-hold, The party’s performance in the twenty constituencies south 
and west of Winnipeg remained unchanged, Only nine of the twenty 
constituencies were contested by the party. All nine candidates finished 
last. The party took only 6.2 per cent of the total votes cast. While 
the nine candidates constituted almost one-quarter of the party's total 
number of candidates fielded, the support constituted a mere 8.3 per cent 
of the party's total voting support. 


The Liberal Party was routed again in urban areas save for St. 
Boniface. In the other twenty urban ridings the Liberals placed a poor 
second in five (no closer than 1900 votes behind) and deep in third position 
in the other fifteen ridings. Former cabinet ministers Bend, Jobin, 
Shuttleworth and Greenlay were all defeated. 


125 The Financial Post, June 20, 1959, p. 22. See also June 6, p. 38. 
126 The Financial Post, June 27, 1959, p. 27. 


howtersequsl Yh teed: “precee Dob wal! wh: sits aa 
ni fornia Cerone, miter Ned ues: a 


pony: oltnsts tfoe. don fines bbe gor andi ssh 5 
teot falonaalt ed gr Laan oe gros 0 ont "tng. 


erartov efainiia, LOM — oP ae » eee ot sa , aso 
peel S tet af Ke bogmag?: qrtan Lteens, maetret pibeoe La ae 
vt oho. ode, tector te rent mak ‘at wat nek: Au } ome 
oxtt .Soate Weng KOM 2 a ant? atid pend. hol wit 


pie BLOF — Soewral at Aiud mbieeyenccdl Wess pies | 
‘ Res alvitne %OD alt. toy, stay Caste eit! “A FHM: Pe: 5.38 | 
Joh) faa boedsphott wu is agatbls ga Ene dgz00, the, at # 
oh got Meet eel tee tsenv cant ie. vipat, Ld osntte, ® 


dros bg ear t Lone wre oa iit prreninrar ee re cat 
Ai ees wit ty ent am . “Beanadant rains “4 
balay nt amtabs hinge entn th ete at aa toate) ner one 
otiad’ eean Baroy tated as hed dno 0G ply a 
faiot e sting ents te bas pude } thiende 


122 "ap ne Seam ence a iiaw bebuore ew er baveat ah 

pees & on ter akyed ht one, canyeittits nachna wins rele ont at) 
nibteiog WARD st Hib bea Conkdad: wade OORE maul renee ony. evtt ‘ath < 
MG, chee pate, dngbdao esa’ ‘ edutades nears?! “wet aed 
apr hake _sbeteetee ths sien anes tn hho 


si ory es 
ft 


ee ty us os ¢ ental | ia Int bogisit par OSE 


SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1959. 


PA RT, Y. SEATS POPULAR 
WON VOTE 
Progressive Conservative 36 147,140 
Liberal Progressive 11 95,452 
CCF 10 69,594 
Labor-Progressive — 1,731 
Independent ~= 1,172 


SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1959. 


Major, Province-wide. 


% 
POPULAR 
VOTE 

46.7 
30.3 
22.1 

»5 
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aly Budget and Government Record Debate. (Cluster). 


(a) Responsibility for dissolution. 
(41) Lack of confidence question. 
(b) Was the budget balanced? and how? 


(c) Federal tax budget and fear of tax increases. 


(a) Tory lust for power. 


(e) Borrowing practices and spending philosophies. 


2. Education, 


604 


(a) Larger School divisions--size, number, centralization. 
(4) Effect on religious education. (Sectional, Perennial), 


(44) Future of areas voting against. 


(b) Funds for salaries, facilities and transportation, 


3. Health Care, 


(a) Health insurance--progran and philosophy. 


(>) Financing nursing homes. 
(c) Cancer research and treatment. 
(a4) Use of Blue Cross premiums (Dead). 
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4, Agriculture. 
(a) D. L. Campbell's Osterwich statement on Federal responsibility. 
(b) Vertical integration and family farm security. 
(c) Haying permit increases, (Specific, left). 
(a4) Deficiency payments and support of farmers march, 


5. Welfare Administration--Provincial or Municipal Responsibility. 


Minor, Separate, 


Low Wages and Zoning Policy. (Sectional). 

Labor Relations Act and Union Power. (Left). 

Commercial Fishing Restrictions. 

Depletion of forest Reserves. (Concern). 

Gas Distribution Monopoly. (Left, Socialist). 

Lack of Gas Distribution in Small Genters. 

Government Responsibility for Indians and Metis--Legasse Report. 
Threats of Dismissal of Candidates for Office. 

Camping Fee Increases. (Temporary). 

Liquor Licenses for Parks. (Social, Unprompted). 


Local. 
Lecal-North. 


Campbell TV Experiment and Desire for C.B.C Service. 
Completion of Highway #10. 

Flin Flon Airport Construction. 

Liquor Hours in North. 

Park Development in North. 

Which Party Best Serves North. 

Concession System for Prospectors. (Sectional). 
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Local-Portage La Prairie. 


J. A. Christiansen’s Land Parcel, 
Lack of Flood Control Outside Winnipeg. 


Local-Various Localities, 


Street Improvements, 
"Mystery Letters For Road Development. 


Local-Winnipeg, 


Winnipeg's share of Provincial School Costs.. 
Metro Government Recommendations. 
Location of New City Hall. 


Personality. 


Lloyd Stinson’s Health and Disposition, 


: 
4 
a 
i 
a 
‘ 
Npas 
a 
i 
wy é 


HY 


; 
A 
: 
ay 
‘ 


607 


PPP Na me 00 @) "UOJSUDID JenuUDsS 
eh ~~ ‘dl ‘pueg “mM weqoy 
692'Z pacha, e SN | ‘uoynY ah10ey 
ATTIAYAII-COOMNDOUN 
v9 TOD. '@aMUIDH AD 
CESHIG US ames sd le CID CaN 
StS'Z  O'd ‘uosipH “MA WHIqy 
aNIVT NOOU 
Re’ TO ca eum ADy 
69S'T ‘ZOO ‘ANIDYyIIeg Ydesoj 
QFE T ~~ O O'd ‘Jepupxery yey 
NITSOUW 
@4p TOO ‘uospyg snubopw 
o9v'e ea T ‘Ao noy YNey 


SC6. Paco ‘Did ‘UMDIS “€ “M 
SLHDIZH UWIATY 
“Did ‘1aIpeisyxsey 0a] 
1" “d'] ‘29ND OM 
ANY TANIHY 
weer ET 'HAIOTS ADIN 
‘O'd ‘eddny ‘y ploy 
"TOD ‘AeINyd “YU “W 
NOSSICYU 
SIF “™ "LOD ‘prloyny *y par 
L78'T ‘dT ‘AdiuseI1n “gq sapinyg 
00f'2 “Od ‘uOsuDNstIYyD “y “uyos 
dIWIVYd YT JOVLYOd 
66l'T “dT “WDYDID “Dg poomudAy 
LEE = ‘Od ‘Aaipry eounpp 
VNIGWMNad 
‘dT ‘upuimog “gq ptang 
‘TOD ‘uosuns “Dp poly 
“ “O'd 4a1z1pg “OM 


ANHOESO 
ees “" “dT ‘etzueyor eonig 
S06'L “ ‘O'd ‘UDUIMeYs “g AmDY 

SIHUON 


Os0'L TOD ‘sat CW 

620’ ~ ‘dT ‘YWomanys “J “D 

986'Z rect enaeceesecees "O'd ITO AA 1IIDM 
WSOCANNIN 


£18 
1Z6"T 
860'Z 


T8S'T 
66L'1 


8L2 
PLL'T 
968'T 


She 

810'T 
CL2'T 
LS5€'T 


Z26'T 
LIS’€ 
6S9’E 


83h 
186 
99'S 


seg’e 
OFF 


9E1'% 
LLE'% 


‘dT ‘zu0z0y uyos 
‘O'd ‘Neuueg -g -y 
"TOO 'suiIpH jeanueq, 
NYSO1 


““D'd ‘uniend puowpg 
“aT ‘sHeqoy unig 


FAWGNIYSA VI 


rae “TOO VISIQIAM sity 
‘O'd ‘Pq AUepeiz uyoj 
‘WeqduinD poly spjbnog 
ACISAAWT 
“puy ‘ddop Aaunjs 
“TOO'U_STIDIN “H =pipuca 
—— dT Ypayy ways] 
‘D'd ‘uosuiolg “zy ID2s¢ 
L3NNO@ Ad OVT 
ee ‘dT ‘wegqeny “yO 
oda STUN of 
W390 Pisy ly 
NYNOCTIN 


‘Olg “QDT ‘IHSUIUIDYyY “AA "] 

Ean ‘aT WON CY *f 

"‘MOYAIMDM AID ‘SI 

“ "FOO ‘AdID cy suo 
UILSANI 


‘TOD ‘wosjoysin ainyuy 
Porn "d'T ‘OSS ‘OD samp 
‘Od ‘puD[_IINS ‘d Az1Dg 
YLOINYH 
2 OF Bay ‘Tanz DPC ‘Si 
av, ‘O'd ‘ADIN resehey 
‘dT ‘1exDuUIa0CYyS uUOstaN 
ANOLSGYTD ~ 
PID De (107 CpDz 
‘ay ‘ysAimpy xary 
‘Od ‘uosuyol abic35 
ITWID 
"TOO “WOOpINW “Dp Meqoy 
ad ‘unIDY ‘[ eurcia! 
norms “eye 'supag Aauiny 


dONOU LYOd 


VEOLINVWN 40 SINIADUd 


eel on ~ PO 
‘PIDMPOOM Duan “sIW 

sco’% ‘AT ‘Wesiwy Aayuvis 

Zr8'b ~~ “O'd ‘UokT “y Huyrais 
AYUYYS LYOI 

£76 “TD'D ‘edog “gs youaperz 

S7L ids corqope-7 sTOUDIZ 

OIs'l ~ “Dd ‘AomtmM “Hy satya 
NOTd NITI 

820'T aT IL un fT M 

TOOT eae ‘D'd ‘uosytq Aoy 

LLL'T "TDD ‘1aubpM Jajag 


YFHSI4 


‘Od ‘yAuIsg s10pns3] 
“LOO ‘“ADruying ssjag 
968°T “dT *ANzor0y Ary “Ny l2Dqo1yy 


SNIV1d-LUSd 1319 


O6I'S “Og “yRDeUOD wea 
(6) rs ‘dT ‘XDYSUD] “gq uyos” 
NOSYIWNG 
ety eS ay Bain xore 
099’ “D'd ‘IepdAus uosieuy -y 
LZ TOD ‘siajag aaajg 
GCOOMW1g5 


Lg1 “TOD ‘wosuyof J 1ajsaya 

€@6'l “dl ‘plpuogow "Dp 128110 M 

L£40'2 "O'd ‘woyturpyy “H VID 
NI¥aiind 


oe eee ‘a1 ‘wonsbury 

‘H pu ‘si 
f€2'l “TOD ‘smoynpw p07 *y 
Is6'S “Od ‘upeTW “gq yDMajs 


NIHdN Yd 


I'l ~ ‘dT ‘llapung aysaq uyof 


1S6‘Z ‘D'd ‘oNog jeompy 
SSZHdAD 

SZOT = dT “A0rK “a mauuey, 

28ST ‘O'd ‘uosj\Suqebuy ~y uyol 
THHOYNHD 

Téd'l ~~ “D'd ‘uassarqy “[ 1ajag 

466% “dT ‘@urpjuojarg + puompy 
NOTIYYO 

LAS) ‘Old “QD ‘ssOyY ‘D “M 


SSI'T “ ‘dT ‘uppruy “y ydesof 

967'T “Od ‘“AnySArDYDZ Mmerpuy 

StS TOD ‘An4ampy uyo{ 
SMOUUNE 

es0'T at ‘ddpzy, -y myuy 

60 1s ‘O'd ‘Nauing “g uopi05 

L102 “°T'O'D ‘1a401G95 “Y pIDMpy 

CQYAHN2NOUd 

CIt't ‘LOD ‘sag supy 

6S'% ‘dT ‘sditrud “yw uopro5 

Coy Ss ame ‘Od ‘upwupsst] -O -y 
NOCNYH@ 

LY6 “LOD ‘Sdiog japyorg 

St0'S "gy Yuawalg Aaupoy 


67% "Did ‘@tI]eus vop10y yraqoy 
TIISSNY-ATLYIA 


697 “pul ‘umorg abioan 
8BE'T ~" “q"] ‘bbisumoig yov{ 
Ob6'% ~ “LO'D ‘sattoms uDAoU0g 
LCoS =" ‘Did ‘uosuyof aebroay 
YIOSINISSY 
9sS_ "pul ‘aumog “5 WHIT AA 
ZEG'T ‘dT 'OPHOW paztAA uyYo{ 
ESA “" "D'd ‘QqoD *H uyos 
HOHLYY 


‘(PIs9ajap) GCE ‘TT aune puey 
“S}iodny pure TT1yoInyo ‘EcET ‘BI ARIK BUNOA “ECET ‘9z ARK 
pue[sjiodny pur [yiyoinyo ‘gcer ‘og judy suoneurmon 


6S6T ‘NOLLOZTA TIVYSINED VEOLINVI 


aGINO AyviNnanvinuve 


ee ee ee ee 


- Dag 
oe oe 
Sees ey 


to (ait sm Sow Res SS AS nee a gent 6.0 destenneterlt FE tae - geet - — —iaa =... oe 
gree 44 asibovet inet eat Bway TEM, nee + ; : : ois > : . = } —_— 


: yauaoa Ca SA? ris 
; ernowe aaviA ee 
oe f ei. DT seamed 4. ¥ 
ata ...-.| 2a snre 5 Mw tat "4:3 #o8k atch - 
CAL ‘93 otuet tuet sid ‘§5D.ensis0M it biserd ; 
Gv 3.5.5 .noreta cusge BE ' bai 2992 ggiante 
eLIagOA 3 gevetxar 
ES ~~ ..._ 24 semen in ded Sedquay &rett algal > 
85 . 45:5 2ulvdet Aqevesi ei ne 
a 4} fetus yos St OF _ ste gsiteber? “eas! . f “4 
gre SN. idetie wis ‘ 
Se USGA : 
<zreert cr: 
ee. Dt eceinet W ames SracuTssy AJ = ee ae : _§ 
oo &3 «nfo 3 ett 1 sheds este : r Seep = a a. : 
sea . $4592 sero a feet 5.4 eine boomed . y = = _= + ' 


23 205 ... At Geerst 
(ML 5 2% cers opemt EEU.5 43.5 staat teeel - -eeboe®¥ oan - 12 
eek 43 best We tyade it ._. O¢ seanee = mS scr - Ea 1 ; ox 
ape 455 .schrast feasuvl oa - S sersk neo 1 " in —— = ~ ag = 


ELUVHUS} GOOWAIOR +. WSO ad. DS ood 8 eclbae emmy = pe . 


“508. 


PARLIAMENTARY GUIDE 


SEVEN OAKS 


RUPERTSLAND 
Joseph. E.. Jeannotte, P.C. 


Harry Boulette, LP... 
Alted J: Cook, C'C-F) J... 


ST. BONIFACE 


Laurent Desjardins, L.P. ... 
Harry DeLleeuw, P.C. 
Benjamin Cyr, C.C.F. . 


ST. GEORGE 


Elman Guttormson, L.P. 
Ivan G. Casselman, P.C. 
Mrs. Nellie Baker, C.C.F. 


ST. JAMES 


Douglas M. Stanes, P.C. 
Al. Mackling, C.C.F. 
David M. Graham, L.P. .... 


ST. JOHN'S 


David Orlikow. C.C.F. 

Dan Zacharia, P.C. eee 
Abe Yanofsky, L.P. a 
Jacob Penner, Lab. Pro. .. 


ST. MATTHEWS 


W. G. Martin, P.C. .......... 
Gordon R. Fines, C.C.F. ... 
Paul W. Goodman, L.P. . 


STE. ROSE 


Gildas Molgat, L.P. 
J. Albert Fletcher, P.C. 
Leon W. Hoefer, C.C.F. 


ST. VITAL 


Frederick Groves, P.C. .... 
George R. Goulet, L.P. ... 
Joseph F. Trager, C.C.F. 


SELKIRK 


Thomas P. Hillhouse, L.P. 
Edward G. Foster, P.C. ... 
Scottie W. Bryce, C.C.F. .... 


Arthur. E. Wr 


ight, 


C.G.F: 


Charles E. Nye, P.C. 
Calvin G. Scarfe, L.P. 


SOURIS-LANSDOWNE 


Malcoim Earl 
EC. 


McKellar, 


George Adrian Griffith — 


SRINGFIELD 


Fred T. Klym, 
William Lucko 


P.C. 
y ele. 


Pickard) tosh, (CCP... 
SWAN RIVER 


A. H. Corbett, 


P.C. 


Hilliard L. Farriss, 
Arvid Brust, L.P. 


THE PAS 
Johan Benson Carroll, P.C. 


Marvin Hill, L 


ee 


C.C.F. 


Peter Shewchuk, CCF. ... 
TURTLE MOUNTAIN 
Erick F. Willis, P.C. 


Walter Christi 


anson, 


VIRDEN 


John W. Thompson, P.C. 
John W. Clarke, L.P. 


WELLINGTON 


Richard Seaborn, P.C. 


James R. MclIsaac, 
William Norrie, L.P. 


WINNIPEG CENTRE 


James Cowan, 
Fred Paulley, 


P.C. 
C.C.F. 


LP. 


C.C.F. 


J. Gurzon Harvey, L.P. .. 
WOLSELEY 


Duff Roblin, 


Frank Muldoon, L.P. ....... 


Peter Griffin, 


P.C. 


C.C.F. 


3,889 
1,973 
1,343 


2,688 
1,448 


1,878 
1,507 
772 


2,292 
1,431 
786 


2,345 
1,027 
773 


3,247 
1,187 


3,097 
1,337 


3,082 
2,854 
1,624 


3,712 
1,474 
1,462 


4,351 
1,707 
1,131 
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NOVEMBER 9 TO DECEMBER 15, 1962 


PAR TY LEADER CANDIDATES 
Progressive Conservative Duff Roblin 57 
Liberal Gildas Molgat 57 
New DemOcratic Party Russ Paulley 39 
Social Credit Jacob Froese 12 
Communist Party W. C. Ross 2 
Independent ---- $) 


57 single member plurality districts 


The Issues and the Intervening Years. 


Premier Duff Roblin used his new-found majority in the 
Manitoba legislature to introduce long overdue changes, particularly 
in the field of economic development, In retrospect his government's 
activity from 1959 to 1962 seems shaped by characteristic Manitoba 
conservatism. Bold, but also cautious, legislation, is how W. L, 
Morton describes Mr. Roblin's activity.- These seemingly contradic- 
tory terms help explain the fact that the very areas in which Premier 
Roblin was prepared to take action were at the same time to become 
later election issues, Criticisms came from both the right and left 
of Mr. Roblin, His government had introduced a new level of metro- 
politan government for greater Winnipeg in 1960, “Metro” was an 


1 Morton; Manitoba: A History, p. 486, 
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attempt to unite the essential services, of the city of Winnipeg and 
sixteen other urban and rural municipalities, including the cities 

of St. James and St, Boniface, Thus was to end the ofttimes parasitic 
arrangements by which many municipalities looked to Winnipeg proper 
for services like fire protection, The parasitic arrangement worked 
both ways as suburbanites fled to such areas to take unfair advantage 
of lower taxes,” The Roblin Conservative Government also took action 
on a diversion floodway scheme by which the waters of the Red River 
could be diverted throush a channel east of Winnipeg. With federal 
assistance digging began in 1961, Another diversion scheme which was 
to become a heated issue in the 1942 campaign was the plan, in case 
of flood, to divert the Assiniboine River into Lake Manitoba ata 


point near Portage la Prairie. 


The Roblin Government had also greatly speeded up highway 
construction, again, with federal assistance, A comrlete network of 
roads throughout the province meant an increase in the importance of 
tourism and the need for parks and recreatioral areas, The highway 


network included construction of a perimeter road around Winnipeg, 


In 1960 the NceFarlane Commission issued its report on the state 
of education in the province, The report's most controversial recommenda- 
tion was the call for public assistance to private schools wherever such 
schools attempted to meet public school standards and curriculun, 
Premier Roblin's own attempt to instigate the commission's recommenda- 
tion for the consolidation of district school boards led to further 


controversy particularly in French and Mennonite communities, 


Seemingly most significant the Roblin Government had laid out 
plans for the increased development of Nanitoha’s natural resources, 
An Industrial Development 2oard was to offer assistance to both new and 
established industries, The most talked about development was the 1960 


decision to develop hydre power at Grand Falls on the Saskatchewan River, 


2 Morton: ‘Yanitoba: A History, vr. 427, 
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To be serviced by a connecting road, the scheme was viewed as a vital 
north-south Manitoba link. A 1961 committee on economic development 

symbolized Premier Roblin’s care in this area, However, anticipated > 
yates of growth were not being met. Industrial expansion seemed only 
to parallel agricultural decline, ? 


Also in the intervening years between 1959 and 1962 both 
opposition parties had replaced their leaders, In November 1960 
former Transcona Mayor Russ Paulley became the new CCF leader. On 
August 3, 1961, the CCF was reorganized provincially to become the 
Manitoba New Democratic Party. Gildas Molgat became the new Liberal 
leader in 1961, A native of his Ste, Rose constituency, Mr. Molgat 
was the first French-speaking leader since organized parties began in 
Manitoba some eighty years earlier, 


The "told moves made with caution" had prompted members like 
Edmund Prefontaine and Stephen Juba, now the anti-metro mayor of a 
"diminished" city of Winnipeg, to call for an election at the spring 
meeting of the 1962 legislature, As complaints regarding the worka- 
bility of Metro arose from the likes of Juta and his “one big city" 
platform in opposition to “metro”; the government proposed an amend- 
ment to the Metropolitan Incorporation Act. The amendmant would allow 
the appointment of a committee of review three years earlier than 
originally intended, The Liberal members were solidly opposed to the 
amendment and argued then, and later during the campaign, that the 
early activation of the review committee did not give Metro the 
intended time to prove itself,° 


But there was no election call in the spring or summer of 
1962. Following John Diefenbaker's narrow minority government win 
in mid-June ,expectations for a provincial election arose again, But 
the events which triggered the November dissolution were sudden and 


unexpected, 


3 Based on Morton, Manitoba; A History, pp. 486-493 and 
Jackson, Centennial History, pp. 250-253. 


4 Jackson, Centennial History, p. 254. 
5. The Financial Post, May 26, 1962, p. 33. 
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René Prefontaine and the Flection Call 


Premier Roblin intended to appoint Rene Prefontaine to his 
cabinet, hence returning Franco-Manitoban representation for the 
first time since the death of Marcel Boulic in September 1959, Rene 
was one of the sons of long-time Liberal Edmund Prefontaine. The 
story goes that only seconds before Lieutenant-Governor Errick Willis 
was to swear-in the yornger Prefontaine to the same Municipal Affairs 
portfolio his father had held as a Liberal, René Prefontaine declined 
"for family reasons." Premier Roblin's intended clever strategem to 
win Franco-Manitoban support away from the Liberals had fallen flat, 


The evening before Prefontaine's refusal John Diefenbaker had 
narrowly escaped defeat in the House of Commons as his austerity 
measures divided the support of the Social Credit Party which stood 
between Diefenbaker's continuation as Prime Minister and a defeat in 
the house, The pundits now wagered that Premier Roblin wanted to avoid 
both federal and provincial elections in the eprine 


Liberal leader Molgat's immediate reaction was to call Mr, 
Roblin’s decision an example of "government by fits of temper and tan- 
trum." Mr, Roblin had not got his way, Mr. Molgat argued, and so got 
mad and called the election, The Liberal leader had, he claimed, been 
told by Premier Roblin of his plans regarding René Prefontaine and 
of his intention to set the dates for two by-elections and yet changed 
those plans only two days later, Mr, Molgat called the embarrassment 
of the senior Prefontaine, who later announced his retirement from 
political life, "poor politics" on Mr, Roblin'’s mrt.” In explaining 
the place of federal politics in the call Mr. Molgat noted that Premier 
Roblin's majority in the assembly assured approval of whatever develop- 


ment plans the Premier wanted to implement and without recourse to a 


The Globe and Mail, November 10, 1962, p. 8, 
7 WFP, November 9, 1962, p. 1. 
8 WFP, November 9, 1962, p. 1, and November 21, p, 40, 
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general election. "They were afraid to wait until spring for fear 
of what might happen to the Diefenbaker government in their next 


election," said Mr. Molgat,. “They are playing politics,"” 


NDP leader Russ Paulley said, "in view of the faux pas he 
has made recently I am not surprised at one more from Premier Roblin, *° 
The Winnipeg Free Press argued editorially that Real Caouette's 
threat to end Socred support of the minority Diefenbaker Government 
was one of the chief reasons for the election call in Manitoba, The 
newspaper claimed that Premier Roblin's "complete and unqualified 
support for the Diefenbaker government” was one of the main issues 
of the campaign, "But what urgent provincial issues are there to 
justify the disruption and expense of an election now," the Winnipeg 
daily asked, “Mr, Roblin has evidently acted in such haste and had 
such difficulty in finding them," the paper complained, that he "would 


not have his manifesto ready" until the following veek, tt 


Premier Roblin defended his election call by claiming that the 
government had fulfilled its four and one-nalf years’ program since the 
election of 1958, Mr. Roblin said he wanted approval for far-reaching 
economic development proposals, The election “had been considered by 
the government for the past few months but it was only when we had 
reached certain conclusions regarding policy for the future that it 
became apparent we really ought to seek a mandate for our proposals and 
legislation," the Premier explained, "The Prefontaine affair was 
coincidental, "!2 


In those constituencies containing the highest percentage of 
Franco-Manitobans--Carillon, LaVerendrye and St. Boniface--the 
"Prefontaine affair" remained an embarrassing, often underlying 


9 Flin Flon Daily Miner, December 6, 1962, p. 1. 

10 WFP, November 9, 1962, p. 8. 

11 Editorial: "Mr, Roblin'’s Rush," WEP, November 10, 1962 
12 WFP, November 9, 1962, p. 1. 
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issue 2? René ran in LaVerendrye constituency which bordered on 

the Carillon constituency whiechhis father had held for so many 
years, Both father Edmund and brother Gilbert, Liberal campaign 
manager in LaVerendrye, spoke against their brother, claiming Duff 
Roblin had parachuted him into LaVerendrye without proper considera- 
tion of the constituents. 


Premier Roblin and René Prefontaine accused Gildas Molgat 
and his Liberals of "cultivating local grievances ," a form of 
“parish pump politics" which diverted attention from the real issues, 
"If a man is bor into a party must he also die in that party," 


Rene Prefontaine asked his constituents with Mr, Roblin at his side tt 


Ma jor Issues: (1) Development, 


The "real issues" which Messrs, Roblin and Prefontaine alluded 
to were, in short, the need for a renewed government mandate for an 
expanded program of economic and human development. The economic 
program was announced on November 23rd. The seven proposals included 
an economic consultative board with representatives from industry, 
labor, agriculture, finance, university and government; a Manitoba 
research muncil; a design institute; a products development fund; a 
non-profit Manitoba export corporation; increased aid to small 
businesses; and more trade missions to Europe and the United Stateswe 
The latter proposal was hard on the heels of successful trade talks 
with European Common Market countries, In fact, the hurried return 
of the government's European trade group to contest the election was 
a further sore point amongst opposition parties criticizing the snap 
election, Impressed by =CM government, business, and labor joint 
efforts, Premier Roblin called fora "partnership for progress" between 


13 WFP, December 4, 1962, p. 2. 
14 WFP, November 29, 1962, pp. ! % 8. 
15 WFP, November 24, 1962, pr. 1 and CAR (1962), rp. 62. 
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public and private sectors of Manitoba's sconony 20 


On November 26th, in the face of Liberal talk that the Liberals 
were the party to put people before power plants, Premier Roblin 
announced his program for"human betterment," The pledges included 
interest-free loans for students and increased montes for low-cost 
rental housing, welfare services, operation of universities, vocational 
training, amateur sport, and community recreation. The first minister 
of the province also promised more government attention to the problems 


of Manitoba's Indians and Mee 


Premier Roblin rounded out his request for a mandate by out- 
lining a nine-point agriculture policy, .The program amounted to 
expanded efforts in agriculture credit, community pastures, water con- 
servation and soil testing, Increased aid to hog and beef cattle 
producers also highlighte? the policy announcements by Premier Roblin 
and his Agriculture Minister George Hutton, The Conservative ministers 
argued that such a farm program, when added to their plans for indust- 
rial development, would provide the sound economic base for the financ- 


ing of projects in the human development Soe 


The only real issue of the cammign, Premier Roblin claimed, was 
“whether or not we are determined to keep the province rolling the way 
4t has been in the last four years," His government was determined to 
"break every economic record you can think of nt? Throughout the cam- 
paign the Conservative Premier stressed lanitoba's economic growth, 

The value of manufactured products stood at $00,000,000, he said, up 
11 per cent from 1961. Mineral production at Inco’s Thompson refinery 
was up 25 per cent over the previous year. Record wheat yields and 


total grain crops were also Sneee e 


16 The Globe and Mail, November 2, 1962, p. 7, and WFP, 
November 13, 1962, p. l. 


17 CAR (1962), p. 62, and WFP, November 27, 1962, p. 1, 

18 WEF, November 28, 1962, pp. 1 2 10 and CAR (2962p. 62. 
19 WFP, November 22, 1962, p. 19. 

20 WP, November 16, 1962, p. 3. 
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All such plans and announcements were no reason for an elect- 
ion call from the opposition perspectives. Molgat argued that since 
all parties favored economic development it really was not at issue, 
Brock McArthur (Liberal-Fort Rouge) claimed that the government had 
succeeded only in attracting a single soup plant at Portage la Prairie 
as reward for its large monies spent on sending representatives to 
other provinces and countries to entice investnontecs Mr. McArthur's 
Fort Rouge opponent, Commerce and Industry Minister Gurney Evans, was 
the chief such representative, 

The most dramatic development plans were the government's in- 
tentions to develop and market Nelson River hydro-electric power, 
Premier Roblin extolled the potential development as the “biggest 
single development ever undertaken for Northern Manitoba." The bene- 
fits, he claimed, were "in the same league as those expected from the 
St, Lawrence seaway .""" It would appear that what Mr, Roblin saw the 
election to be about was a request for a go-ahead from the electorate 
to invest in the Nelson development if his $6,000,000 two initial 
stages of marketing and feasibility "studies" proved desirable ,~? 

The Premier argued that Nelson River power would provide ade- 
quate electricity for the province to the end of the century at the 
lowest possible cost. The development would boost the economy by 
providing jobs and gaining foreign exchange and national significance, 
Coal and thermal sources of power were both too expensive in compar- 
4son, He explained his sense of urgency: 


If our customers, whether in Ontario or the United 
States build their own thermal or nuclear plants 
our opportunities may be lost forever, That is why 
the government has already started studies with the 
major utilities in the central and northern United 
States and with Ontario Hydro to determine their 
power needs and the price they can pay. 


21 WEP, November 28, 1962, p.52 
22 Flin Flon Daily Miner, December 1, 1962, p.5. 


23 The Financial Post, November 24, 1962, p.33, and WFP, 
November 20, 1962, p.1. 
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After outlining various expenditures the Premier continued: 


This must be done and done now. We can't afford to 

wait any longer. The stakes are too important for 

all of us, If we are successful, and the omens are 

good,...Manitoba can obtain hydro power from the. 

Nelson for our own immediate use at lower cost thanany 

other alternative open to us while our surplus can 

be marketed elsewhere until we need it, 

In the future-- in fifteen or twenty years-- when 

our surplus is returned to us, whether from Ontario 

or the United States, the depreciation and amortiza- 

tion costs on the power retained will already have 

been half~paid for, oh 

Thus for Manitoba, this power is half-price power, 

But were such intentions sufficient reason for an election 
call? “As an excuse for a 1962 winter election, the Nelson River 
project is preposterous," said the Free Press.-? Liberal leader 
Molgat termed the announcement "just more politicking and propaganda," 
Mr. Molgat said his Liberals certainly agreed that investigation 
should precede such a development. However, Premier Roblin had prom- 
ised a major policy speech which would explain the election's sudden- 
ness, Mr. Molgat stated, Instead came another promise that the gov- 
ernment would "make another study, another report." The Ste, Rose 
native saw injection of the study intentions as an election issue as 
typical of the Roblin Government's indecision in matters of impor- 
tance, Pointing to earlier Liberal-Progressive government power pro- 
grams, he exclaimed: "Surely everyone is interested in low cost power 


but to listen to the Tories you'd think they invented it 26 


NDP leader Russ Paulley dismissed the announcement as some- 
thing for Tories and Liberals to quibble over, The Free Press argued 
that Mr. Roblin did not need an election mandate to proceed with the 
Nelson development since he had already begun the program, The paper 


24 WEP, November 20, 1962, p.5. 
25 Hditorial: "Another Vision," WFP, November 21, 1962, p.27. 
26 YEP, November 21, 1962, p.40. 
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cited $200,000 in photo-mapping expenditures and claimed that Premier 
Roblin’s hurry was designed to have the project underway before ther- 
mal power might be proven cheaper. “By calling an election so hastily 
Mr. Roblin has made sure that there is not enough time to give this 
important matter the study and consideration it deserves," the newspaper 
stated. The Free Press also speculated on total costs, noting that 
little or nothing had been said about transmission lines, The paper 
also expressed strong disagreement with Premier Roblin's assumption 
that surplus power could always be returned when required in Manitoba, 
"Once industrial and residential complexes are dependent on a source 

of power it is impossible to withdraw the source," the editors conclud- 
ed,”" 

Frank Lamont (Liberal--innipeg Center), an Oxford economics 
graduate, argued that the Nelson power would not be needed by Manitobans 
for thirty to forty years, "If we develop this power now when we don't 
need it, we will be stuck with the high costs forever, By 1970 the 
cost of atomic power will be competitive with Nelson River power deliv- 
ered in Winnipeg and less than the cost of that power delivered in the 


United States."~° 


The same questions were put in a perceptive editorial page 
article which averred that intelligent debate could not be conducted 
on the Nelson River plan until Premier Roblin's program for power export 
was discovered, 


How good are Manitoba's chances of reclaiming the ex- 
ported power once it is needed within the province? How 
willing will Ontario or the American states be to spend 
large sums of money developing and transmitting power 
which they can only use for fifteen or twenty years? 

What will be the selling price of exported power compared 
to what Manitobans will have to pay for it?...these quest- 
fons cannot be answered during the campaigns. the real 
issues will only emerge after the campaign, 


27 Editorial: “Another Vision," WFP, November 21, 1962, p.27. 
28 WFP, December 8, 1962, p.3. 
29 WFP, November 23, 1962, p.9. 
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With two weeks of the campaign completed the conclusion was 
made that the campaign to that date proved there was no real reason 
for the election, The article did not blame Mr, Roblin directly but 
believed the election simply came "at a time when most of the major 
issues are not far enough advanced for the voters tc make a decision 
on them," The Nelson River plan was at too early a stage to invite 
intelligent debate and the $700,000 report of the Committee on Mani- 
toba's Economic Future still waited in the wings, "without the facts 
which the committee is presumably unearthing any debate on economic 


prospects must be unrealistic," the author contended, -” 


By having prematurely activated the Metro Review Commission 
any structural changes for metro announced by the Premier would make 
a mockery of that commission’s work, Hence, John Dafoe, the author 
of the editorial piece, argued, the Conservatives could insist that 
metropolitan government should not be at issue, and that Mr, Roblin 
was in fact going to do something about the matter, "The only 
problem is," said the Free Press editorial writer, “that when they 
go to the polls the voters will not know what he (Mr, Roblin] is 


going to do."t 


Ma jor Issues: 2) Fiscal Reform 


The same “out" was applicable in the realm of finance or taxa- 
tion, the issue made evident by Russ Paulley's NDP*ers, The New 
Democratic Party's program called for paying all education, health, 
and welfare services out of provincial income tax, rather than the 
heavy and usually unequal municipal and property tax burden. Mr, 
Paulley set out an extensive program calling for increased pensions; 
improved health, dental and optical care; producer co-operatives and 


30 WFP, November 23, 1962, p. 9. 
31 WFP, November 23, 1962, p. 9. 
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a comprehensive crop insurance program in the field of agriculture; 
and floor prices, co-operatives, and marketing boards for the prov- 
ince's fisheries, The NDP program also included community development 
projects and vocational training programs for Manitoba's native 
people, and an all inclusive government auto insurance ‘program, The 
latter offered comprehensive coverage at cost, thus reducing insurance 
premiums, Such programs cost money and for that reason the NDP was 
subject to widespread criticism, Premier Roblin argued that NDP 
proposals would increase taxes by $100,000,000. 


Russ Paulley maintained that his party was the only one 
clearly to indicate where the monies for proposed expenditures were 
to come from, Put forward as the sources were a provincial income 
tax, a tax on advertising, and higher incomes from corporate royal- 
ties, "The monies are being raised at the present time from the wrong 
sources and must be changed," Mr, Paulley insisted, "Inco, which was 
given Thompson by the Liberal government, made a profit on its 
Canadian operation of over $50,000,000 in the first six months of 
this year, Yet the Tribune, the Free Press, the Liberals and the 


032 Loan compan- 


Tories ask me where the money is going to come fron, 
jes were also scored for not paying their fair share of health, educa- 


tion and welfare costs. 


The Liberals, as well, favored paying for additional govern- 
ment programs out of general revenues--the liquor taxes, gasoline 
and income taxes, but not the over-burdened property tax, Gildas 
Molgat and his followers continued to charge that Premier Roblin 
intended to impose a provincial sales tax and would use both the new 
election and his recent announcement of a royal commission on provin- 
cial-municipal taxation to get out of his 1959 campaign promise not 
to impose such a tax, 


Premier Roblin responded to Mr, Molgat's allegations: 
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I foresee no immediate or substantial change in the present tax 
structure of Manitoba, Indeed, I suggest that no responsible 
person will forecast any at this time, certainly not in advance 

of these intensive inquiries into the needs, capacity and capabi- 
lities of all three levels of government. The royal commission: 
would try to apportion revenues and responsibilities between 

the province and the municipalities so that responsibility would 

be matched with revenue, This would restore independence and self- 
government in the relations of the municipalities of the province, 


Premier Roblin contended that his government's royal commission 
would “help determine the best allocation of function between the muni- 
cipalities and the provincial government, make provision for an ade- 
quate revenue basis to support municipal responsibilites and determine 
the best and fairest way of dealing with the tax burden carried by 
home owners and farmers..." Mr. Roblin further defended his use of 
a royal commission by arguing, "Fiscal reform or revision is nota 
matter to enter into lightly. We believe in this connection that we 
are fully justified in approaching the problem by way of a royal com- 
mission," The Conservative leader called royal commissions the “envy 
of less happy lands," a "great British invention" which, while it 
should not be used indiscriminately, was justified in this particular 
case, The fact that the province's commission was to examine the same 
field as another already sponsored by the Union of fanitoba Municipali- 
ties and Manitoba Urban Association was dismissed by Premier Roblin 
as a need for consideration from the differing perspectives of each 
level of government. The provincial commission responded to a need 
for wider terms of reference than the municipalities' Murray Fisher 
Commission, Mr.Roblin ste 2 


The Free Press was far from satisfied, The Liberal organ 
still believed Premier Roblin had committed himself against a sales 
tax in an “unguarded moment," The newspaper feared that under cover 
of a royal commission the Premier would get an election over before 


imposition of a sales tax, 


33 WFP, November 23, 1942, p. l. 
34 WFP, November 23, 1962, pp. 1 and 8, 
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Under these circumstances he ensured that he could enter an 
election campaign without mking the sales tax an issue, 
Under the arrangement that he had worked out, he would be 
in a position to institute a sales tax, not because it was 
his policy or the policy of his government, but because the 
commission had recommended it. This is something of course, 
that he undoubtedly hopes the commission will do, 


To adduce anything less than this from the setting up of the 
Royal Commission and from Mr. Roblin's statement on the sales 
tax issue,..is to presume him to be more politically naive 
than his record since entering politics would warrant, There 
is some evidence that all parties are playing politics, rmather 
than being openly honest, on the over-all tax issues in the 
current campaign. But Mr. Roblin is playing them with a ven- 
geance , 39 


Thus, we come, full circle, tack to John Iafoe's contention 
that, as with the economic issues and metro, so with taxation, a 
commission stifles the issue, In this case detate is curbed simply 
by the announcement of intent to establish a commission, "The Premier 
can hardly discuss the NDP charges about the growing burden of muni- 
cipal taxations," wrote Dafoe, "when his own plars to deal with that 
burden will be largely influenced by the Royal Commission report," 


"Tf the election campaign so far seems deadly dull," Dafoe 


concluded, “don't blame the politicians, Its just that they have 
36 


been given nothing to taik about." 


‘aijor Issues: The =ducation Cluster 


The one area in which the existence of a stucy commission could 
not save the government from direct attack was education, The McFarlane 
Commission had already reported and many of its findings became issues 
in the 1962 campaign, The new rurel high school was said to be replacing 
the grain elevator as the symbol of the prairies, However, many candi- 
dates would agree with the Free Press criticism that such a building 


35 Sditortal: "Sales Tax," w"P, November 25, 1962, p. 35. 


36 WFP, November 23, 1962, fr. 9. 
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program did not mean impressive scholastic achievement--"physical 
trappings have to some extent become confused with good education,"-" 
The government's promises for curriculum changes now centered ona 
proposal for an interprovincial meeting on uniform curriculum while 
growing numbers expressed concern for the quality of school curric- 
ulums in Manitoba. The government defended its record of vastly 
increased spending in the field of education while opponents spoke 
of a nearly impossible tax burden pleced on municipalities and 
property-owners, A resolution at a meeting of the Union of Panitota 
Municipalities held during the campaign sparked an open row over the 
question of a provincial take-over of the costs ard administration 
of education in the Brovinies 7° Concern was still expressed that 
teacher qualifications were inadequate with ninety-seven permit teachers 
still active. The province's teachers’ college was said to have low 
standards. Rural school teachers were said to receive unduly low sal- 
aries and René Prefontaine, speaking as executive director of the 
Manitoba School Trustees Association, gave es warning" that the 


rural teachers would be demanding more morey. 


In districts where citizens defeated the hizh school division 
plan several years earlier--parts of Emerson cconstituency and Rhine- 
land--dissent continued because the areas seemed short-changed on 
government grants, Requests to obtain another refex~endum in Rhineland 
had gone unanswered by Sducation Hinister Stewart McLean, Jack Froese, 
who would owe his continued success as a Social Crediter in Rhineland 
constituency to the dissent over the school district issue, claimed 
that the government was discriminating against those districts which 
had voted down the original referendum. "While high school enrollment 
in the rest of the province increased, enrollment in areas which had 
the referendum for school divisions wes decreasing," the lone Social 
Credit MLA announced. Districts like Rhineland were also umble to 
compete forteachers under the government's existing system of grants, 


ase ee 


37 Zditorial: “Rough Zdges on the Symbol: Looking at the Record.” 
‘WFP, December 5, 1962, p. 44. 


38 WEP, November 23, 1952, p. 
39 NFP, November 73, 1962, p. 
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The most significant education issue in 1962 was the mtter 
of public aid to private schools. The McFarlane report had stated 
(page 180) "All things considered, the commission agrees that some 
measure of public support should be extended to private and parochial 
schools which provide a satisfactory standard of education,” The 
issue arose when a highly respected Catholic liberal Lawyer Joe 
O'Sullivan charged on November 12th that Premier Roblin had made a 
secret deal to provide "a small measure of relief" to parochial 
school Hales Liberal leader Mr. Holgat picked up the charge 
almost immediately, He expressed his concern that school aid not 
become an issue. If Mr. Roblin would fully disclese his policy with 
respect to public aid to private schools the matter could stay out of 
the campaign, But Mr. Molgat was undoubtedly angered by the revela- 
tions in Mr, O'Sullivan's open letter, He said of Premier Roblin: 

I accuse you of trying to gain a narrow partisar advantage out 
of the differences under which minority groups labor in Manitotea, 


You made a decision in mid-October to give a small measure of 
relief to parochial school supporters, But you made no effort 
to secure multi-party backing for your decision, Instead you 
sought to gain support for yourself amoung Catholic voters, I 
do not know when you started to negotiate with René Prefontaine, 
but I feel sure your mid-October decision helped to make up his 
mind, 


Making use of Mr. O'Sullivan's charges Gil Nolgat cited a 
secret cabinet decision made on the matter on Cctober 15, and a secret 
Libera] caucus decision on Nctober 19th, Mr. Molgat charged that 
Premier Roblin wanted his decision to travel by word of mouth through 
all the Catholic Bea eneet > 


4O WEP, December 7, 1962, p. 18. 

41 Open letter, WFP, November 13, 1962, p. l. 
42 WFP, November 13, 1962, p. 19. 

43 WFP, November 13, 1962, p. 19. 
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As the campaign progressed Premier Roblin denied that any 
deal had been made, Mr, O'Sullivan pressed further, calling on the 
Premier to deny fifteen specific charges relating to the secret 
meetings and approval of a practice whereby Catholic children were 
able to register at public schools, receive free textbooks, and 
later withdraw from the public schools, Almost on the day of the 
election a test case of just such activity was taking place at 5t, 
Vital to determine whether a seizure by the Department of Sducation 
would take pieeaa! 


While Joe O'Sullivan pressed his accusations most official 
Catholic spokesmen joined the Premier in attempting to avoid reopen- 


ing Manitoba's own Pandora’s box--"the school question," 


The official Catholic Archdiocesan Winnipeg paper The Sunday 
Herald carried a denial of any deal, The president of the Catholic 


School Trustees Association representing all the mrochial schools 
in the province affirmed that no arrangements had been mde “nor 
assurances given on any matter to the executive of the association 


at any time." 


"le deplore the fact that a Catholic has taken upon himself 
to arouse suspicion and mistrust in an issue that should remain above 
partisan politics," the Catholic paper said of Nr. O'Sullivan; and 
then continued: 

We hope that continuing improvement on this question will 
result ina just solution to the Catholic school problem, 


Our case is just, It is our earnest hope that the people 
of the. government of Manitoba will recognize the fairness 
of the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Zducation 
and implement them, Such unwarranted accusations can only 
delay the situation.45 


Most candidates tended to side with the view expressed in the 
Sunday Herald. The aid to private schools was described hy the Free 
Press as "another issue that the candidates would like to see solved 


4 WFP, December 14, 1962, v. 1. 


45 ‘ditorial, The 3unday Herald (Yinnipeg Church ‘leekly), 
November 25, 1962, p, l. 
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but by negotiation, off the field of battle." Whether the school 
question and the Prefontaine affair would “remain relatively hidden 
and not explode into bitter fighting," said a Free Press reporter, 
would depend on the candidates, "At the moment they're sticking to 
other issues, trying to keep personalitiesmd religion out.” 


Perhaps most opposition candidates took up Mr. Molgat's 
position which was clearly articulated by the Citizen's Committee 
on Manitoba Schools i.¢., to bring the government policy on aid 
to private schools out into the open. The committee organized in 
February 1961 to oppose the McFarlane recommendations on aid to 
parochial schools declared: 

We are opposed to an issue of such importance being determnined 
by decision of a cabinet only or by a single party caucus, 

We believe that this important questicn, if it is to be 
resolved, should be decided in the legislature of Manitoba 
where all parties and all elected representatives of the 
people of Manitoba can be heard, 

Other spokesmen and agencies were exercised over the question 
of religious instruction in schools, The Congress of Canadian Women 
were eloquent in their opposition to such instruction declaring that 
it constituted, "Indoctrination.under the aegis of the public school 
in matters of faith and dogm...an infringement of the democratic 


a 
ideals the schools are required to eachee 


During the campaign the Winnipeg School Poard turned down 


an official request for religious instruction during school hours, 


The Israelite Press made an interesting distinction between 
the two issues: religious instruction in public schools and aid 
for private schools, and in so doing showed how yet another important 
{issue had been hidden in the 1962 campign. 


46 WEP, December 4, 1962, p. 2. 
47 WEP, December 5, 1962, p. 49. 


48 Letter to the Sditor signed by Anne Thorne, Congress of 
Canadian Yomen, WFP, November 28, 1962, p. 29. 
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Noting that the Jewish community was prepred to encourage 

Jewish public officials speaking out against religious exercises in 
Winnipeg schools, the paper argued: 

To challenge religious exercises in public schools is to risk 

squandering goodwill for no conceivable gain or inportance, 

To urge provincial government aid for private schools is to 

risk squandering goodwill--but for a very tangible objective, 

The campaign is likely to prove as dull as all provincial 

campaigns, fay we suggest that one party or another spice 

things up...by turning, the aid to parochial schools issue into 

a real campaign issue? 


Unlike some of the other issues we have examired in this cam- 
Paign the education issues were not hushed up by anticipated commission 
recommendations, Nevertheless, the education issues were muted and 
for the most part remained latent and unmentioned, but in this case 
because of larger political fears, If we read between the lines, 
however, it is evident that even the hidden nature of the last two 
education issues discussed ahove was fully a part cf one of the 


c 
campaign's most important, even if largely speculative, controversies °° 


Ninor Issues: (1) Labor 


Labor issues were much more in keeping with the prior pattern 
that where commissions had been cr were now active, avoidance of heated 
discussion could be encouraged, As a result of a serious strike at 
Brandon Packers in 1960 a report commissioned under Justice G, 3, 


Tritschler had mde recommendations in November 1961 which would make 


49 Israelite Press (Ninnipeg) November 23, 1962, As cited in 
WFP, November 24, 19462, p. 3. 


50 Further evidence of the bitterness in these matters is the 
discussion in the Anglican paper The Ruperts Land News. The paper 
claimed that Jews, Communists and Unitarians were the leaders of the 
anti-religious instruction movement. Such people as Winnipeg School 
Board Chairman Andrew Robertsor, 2 Unitarian, vere responsible for 
refusing Winnipeg parents the right of having their children receive 
religious instruction, the Church paper charged. WFP, December 14, 
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unions legal entities, place limits on picketing, prohibit secondary 
boycotting, and insist on secret strike votes conducted by the 
provincial Department of Labor. The report was considered anti-labor 
by the organized labor community-~ and its recommendations were still 
being condemned by the Hanitoba Federation of Labor and by Liberal and 
NDP candidates curing the campaign, The recommendations were then 
considered by the Manitoha courts in the course of the general confusion 
over their meaning and applicability. Al lMackling (NDP--Assiniboia) 
said the legislation was instigated in response to employer and Chamber 
of Commerce organivations, He went on to condemn the Conservative 
Government as generally anti-labor. As evidence he termed Manitoba's 
minimum wage laws--a two-zone system, 66¢ urban, and 61¢ rural--a 
disgraceful symbol of the old-line party disregard for human dignity." 
52 


The NDP wanted a $1.25 minimum wage and an end to the two-zone system, 


Liberal leader Molgat claimed the Poblin Government had 
admitted it did not know the full implications of its new labor legis- 
lation when it turned the act over te the courts fora ruling, "The 
courts," said Molgat, "didn't know what it meant either." The Liberal 
leader insisted the legislation should be returned for further study 
to a legislative committee. He claimed the labor lesislation had 
been "rushed through" the house in response to the 1960 strike at 
Brandon Packers, Mr, Molgat was reported as saying that "the sanctity 
of the secret tallot had been destroyed by the legislation requiring 
government supervision, and,,,unions could not possibly be encouraged 
to accept more responsibility as long as provincial laws treated them 
like irresponsible children, 

The lahor tise eration in general and the legal entity question 


in particular, had teen sent to the courts before proclamation and 
then returned by the courts without decision, These events, the 


Free Press claimed, meant that the government entered the campaign 


51 Donovan 3wailes, "Manitoba Unions Appeal Changes," 
Canadian Iator, November 1942, pp. 7-10. 


52 WFP, November 22, 1942, p. 19. 
53 WEP, December 4, VOR are TT, 


628 


pve yr ae, Hox) onlay a ‘ itt oat 
: eee eed Ratawhness, aed! ahr! t . a 
vowiete tdi etehtanan:: sn ogen oer i Tae os ! 
kia orem adore ath eae a: ih. ath peek ! "4 trummoa sod 


‘ 

hs ona athe “peti ane aot anus 

a) ceed Gn aa onmoeey iat: jo mes an | 

no ten inde beche: a Mit 20, echt, ays i» % LM * | 
tasee haben St a hens 


Ts sachin sielt bas x sen oF. women vig ai. 


simian Tod  Sioeecind nl stile a, oar ee - 
som Tipe oy et Biles isan ae’ vnkedoie ‘aiieront bit is a 

Ch kta rhameirt ot): tracy Wy aetebto ONE" Me | 
2 and aye | ‘bee icad’ ahh! ek Y ie eh hrvat bah i : 


Sit iy 


mg 
‘, 


oP 


a) ety Helwan, a Hewengs * 
af saat wes att oy ears Tay, ot. 
om aes toa 

‘adtad vit “le bo yang ag Sate viene a 
qistta ys eine? mt beer, “i ecsaige is 


yrdbe ‘ext? sane ees xt edhe oe a lonon Hk. 

gna at. nottstatnet watt Ie seer 20h need trad. tortat mw 

reggae ones we: at a Lemont ie, heey, apie Rita angtetvtegut 
mana ddetert 4 aval Tebow er oid as s wnet wat i ght ltd.tenogaes sion 

GT a oe Pave ai et Aer arte ee | 

sii eaih aay, ek Ne t coy oat! oem Lacon an smtdataloel edt ody | : 

‘be ceded on we Sete mite eae at Wree need, bal ‘cratuonhe oo a 

ont. yates br di RA TEN SO suedlt te, eftiinn hsiall Fi ei meld) 

i 1 aT, wit boson ry inact ae ate ‘ine Wi om Ma 4 7 ; 


i Hn oa 


x ee rene Leoea pean uber Nom ie i freee) ee Dehicaie Mea 
= rane x ie) Ma chee rei (SARL, + eet, | rod Lkay ma 
is er sc ME PY) SRE SS Lednowe™ /aMe’ $2 
; SS ee ent i ! . 
r 7 yk Vee: 


ihe joe, a ceri Pe a ae 


a 
| Lf 7 
a v4 a Aad ub i ' MeO 
Lie ne 4 oa ro WAL 4: ae. ae ee Le Dah e meh lire ah 
9 f Ln aoe ’ _ pe PanAa thas oat r Lisi: ; 
i‘ Tae bh ee a a PP We ue. 


” # i v i: oS re) , ‘a Oe oe : Oe, a Te re he eo ct Sou 
dite od¥ Cai) Eames Ae ae i raee ae PRO LUE yp ee cen wer yod ges 


629 


without giving the electorate any indication as to what it would do 
in the area, It was, said the “ree Press, another of the cases where 
commissions delayed issues, but with a difference; 
In the case of the legal entity clause a different tactic was 
used, but the end result is the same, Nothing has been done, 
and nothing can be done, until the election is over, This is not 
the record of a government of action and conviction, The only 
conviction evident is that delay is on the government's side--the 


conviction that troublesome issues must be shelved until the elec- 
tion is over. 


Minor Issues: (2) Transportation 


The same shelving of an issue Was chazyred in the case ofa 
request from the Canadian Pacific Railway to shut down an additional 
three branch lines in ianitoba. The Free Press charged, that, since 
Premier ROblin could not say yes, he said the company should wait 
until the recommendations of the federal hacpherson commission on 
transportation issued its recommendations ,?- The anticipated closing 
of over five thousand miles of branch-line railroads was of consider- 
able concern in rural ponehitiencies = As branch-lines closed, a 
truck-rail pigsy-back service mushroomed in 19452 and placed tremendous 


57 


demands on access roads to major highways, 


Liberal candidates throughout the province complained of the 

government's failure to fulfill promises for increased access Shes 
They continued to accuse the government ¢f using road-building monies 
for political purposes. Liberal leader Molgat charged that only ten 
miles of new road had been constructed in Liberal constituencies, 

His party would establish a highway planning commission independent 


of government to ensure proper non-partisan road building in Manitoba's 


54 Sditorial: “The Roblin Government and Labor," WP 
December $, 19642, p. 47. ——— 


55 Sditorial: "Red Herring,” NFP, December 10, 1962 
56 The Neenawa Press, November 30, 1962, p. 1 
57 The Financial Post, December 1, 1942, p. 22, 


58 The Neepawa Press, December 4, 1942, p. 1 and The Flin Flon 
Miner, December 7, 1952, p. 1 
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future. 


Premier Roblin on the first all-mrty television debate 
called the charges of highways being used for political purposes 
"false and malicious." He claimed his government had spent 


$2,700,000 in Nolgat's constituency alone 


Public Yorks Minister Walter Vieir claimed that a Roblin- 
hired firm having surveyed lanitoba's road system had concluded that 
$190,000,090 more should have been spent on highways hefore 1958 and 
that $400,000,9900 would have to be spent between 1942 and 1980 in 
order to make up for tke backlog and improve existing facilities, 
Mr, Weir also spoke of government plans for over one hundred picnic 


3 


A 
sites and parks for the province. ~ 


Miner Tssues: ) Agriculture. 


In spite of pending com issior reports almost all the areas 
discussed above were the subjects of heated debate. Agriculture, 
for example, was a matter of ceoncerm as vertical integration made 
its effects on the family farm fully known. The Manitoba Farmers’ 
Union made public a brief citing its concern for the future of the 
family farm. The ¥U invited the public and various candidates to 
discuss its brief in putlic forums, Agricviture credit, the rail 
branch-line question, crop insurance an? the desirability of day- 
light saving time cr a uniform standard time, were all contentious 
matters in this 1942 campaign. Nost.of these issues were debated 

La 


at the KFU-sponsored meetings, ~ 


Loca? Issues: (1) Metro. 


The metro question was hotly detated in spite of the active- 


59 WEP, December 5, 1962, mn, lane 
7» 


December 1962, p Fane 
61 The Tee Press, Decemher 7, 1962, p. 1. 


62 eepawa Press, December 11, oT ees oe Ae 
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tion of the review commission, Host opposition spokesmen argued 
that Premier Roblin had abandoned metro instead of taking respon- 
sibility to ensure its ability to function by the proper distribu- 


tion of responsibilities and finances. 


Federal NDP member David Crlikow, speaking for Saul Chemiak 
(NDP--St, John’ s) expressed something of the growing awareness of 
the problems of urban life as he accused Premier Rotlin of hiding 
behind metro as a smokescreen for the big city issues, 

Urban problems of education, slum clearance, planning and 
traffic control are growing. But these problems have been 
slouched off [sic] by Mr. Roblin through the establishment 


of metro, which is being made into a convenient smokescreen 
to mask the premier's responsibilities, 


The only solution is one that the Roblin Government will not 
accept that the provincial government take over responsibility 
for health, education and welfare,~- 

Gildas Molgat, pcinting to the way in which federal mories 
could be received via Nationa] Housing Act loans for costs of land 
acquisition and new buildings, also called the previneial fovern- 
ment the bottleneck in urban renewal plans, 

The city has done its job--and done it well, The federal 


officials involved have done their part, The federal money is 
ready, The city is ready, 


Yet the provincial governnent still hesitates, The Tories-+hose 

bold gentlemen who ask us to re-elect them for their efforts 

to get things done--still hang back, still pause, peruse, 

pretend to be decisive oie they hidetheir failure to act ina 

government filing folder, ~ 

While Mr, Molgat outlined plans for an alternative organiza- 

tional structure for metro, which would involve appointment of metro 
council members by participating municipal councils, other Winnipeggers 


were upset by more local matters, Residents of St. Vital were largely 


63 WD, November 21, 1942, p. 40. 
64 WwPP, December 6, 1962, pr. 1. 
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aroused by the long-talked of bridge over the Red River, "Duff won't 
make up his mind until after the election," said Doug Honeyman, 

4 

a St, Vital resi- 


dents and neighboring constituencies were also alarmed about plans 


(Liberal-St, Vital), in a now familiar accusation, 


to create a “sewage lagoon," Fred Groves (Conservative--5t, Vital) 
claimed that the sewage lagoon was not an issue, “™veryone was 

against it, he claimed, and it was a municipal not a provincial 

matter, And the bridge should not enter the campaign because no 
decision had been reached, ir. Groves ns The so-called 
"Charleswood Lagoon" was defended by metre chairmen Dick Ponnycastle 
who claimed the sewage ditch would “not be a nuisance in any way, shape 
or form,..it is the people who are creating 311 the stink--I guess 

that is the right word. There is no nsed for this controversy or 


rpeteriale 


Many Vinnipeggers expressed alarm that the federal government 
would soon be closing down the Trans-Canada Airline maintenance shop 
in the city. Opposition candidates claimed Premier Roblin had 
supported Prime-lNinister Diefenbaker in his government's plan to 
transfer the shops te Montreal, The government promised to lead a 


43 
delegation to Cttawa to protest the TCA shutdown, ~ 


In Portage la Prairie, as indicated earlier, the most pressing 
issue was the Assiniboine River diversion scheme, Local opposition 
was reportedly strong as candidates feared limitations on the city's 
development and criticized the limited extent to which Premier Roblin 
had obtained federal help, Local residents anticipated severe erosion, 
ice jams, flooding and excessive water evaporation to result from the 


new channel, Agriculture Minister Eutton attempted to allay fears 


65 «IFP, November 2%, 1962, p. 21, 
64 WP, November 29, 1942, p. 29. 
67 WFP, December 1, 1962, p. 3. 
68 FP, November 26, p. 44; December 7, p. 3; December LL; 
p, 25, and December 13, 1962, p. &. 
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on each concern expressed and insisted that the "diversion location 
should not be an issue because all the facts from which the government 
will make a decision haven't come in yet." Three routes, he said, 


were being etudiadle 


Throughout the province ruyal candidates complained of the 
monies being spent on the Winnipeg floodway when local plans demanding 
provincial assistance went unaided, The “big ditch" would cost “"tax- 
payers of all Manitoba $212 millions" Cladstone ITA Melson Shoemaker 
(Liberal) calculated, and it would only "protect a few of the lush 
70 


homes on Wellington Crescent," 


Local Issues: (3) The North, 


In northern constituencies candidates differed sharply over 
the deferrment of elections in Churchill and Rusertsland, Some argued 
that the January 4th election date for deferred elections would assure 
freeze-up and make travel and communication possible since aircraft 
could take in election material and land on frozen lakes. Churchill 
Liberals claimed the lakes were already frozen. Their resolution 
stated: "A deferred election poses a definite disadvantage to the 
candidates, as well as to the voters, inasmuch as the results of the 
election are already known and will exert an undue influence on the 


F (a! 
minds of the voters, as proven by the last election.” 


Politicians warned of a slow-down in development in the north, 
growing unemployment, and need for additional access roads, Liberal 
and Progressive Conservative spokesmen argued over which of their 
parties’ governments had best served the north, Throughout the 
northern communities concerns began to be expressed also over the 


increasing centralization of health, educ2tion and welfare services, 


69 WFP, December 5, 1962, p. 1. 


70 The Neepawa Press, November 29, p. 1; December 4, p. 1; 


and December 7, 1962, p. 1. 
71 WEP, November 22, 1952, p. 19. 
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Head offices in Winnipeg were not seen to strengthen branch office 
administration in Flin Flon, One letter to the editor of the Flin 
Flon Miner described in considerable detail the lack of trained 
workers in northern communities, Centers like Cranberry Portage, 
Lynn Lake, Sherridon, Thompson, Churchill and Snow Lake all lacked 
resident social workers, with professional visits often months 
apart, The same was true of probation workers. Flin Flon as a 
branch office had been without a welfare director for three months, 
The featured letter-writer concluded: 
It thus appears that because of lack of training facilities, 
little hore of advancement and inadequate salaries, too many 
unqualified people are heing attracted to these positions and 
to make matters even worse, these people, ill-treined and 
possibly ill-yeid, do not even have the benefit of a suner- 
visor from whom they can receive necessary guidance, Asa 
result, they are called upon to mke many serious decisions 


completely on their own, This is not only unfair to then, 
iteistaisoruniair to the public. 


Unfortunately this problem is not an isolated one, It exists 
in many communities throughout Yanitoba, 74 


"Side" Issues 


Other matters to receive considermble attention in the 1962 
campaign were the dismissal by Manitoba Hydro of one of its workers, 
a nephew and namesake of foiner Premier John Bracken, The NDP candi- 
date was dismissed hecause the company classed him as a civil servant 
which would mke his political action illegal while with the company, 


He was later reinstated in response to a public outcry, 


Civil defence was widely detated, particularly the plans for 
bomb shelters and drills for public schocls. If letters to the 
Free Press are any indication, government plans for defense ¢rills 
were the subject of great concem,. The Congress cf fanacian omen, 


for example, opposed school defense drills and explained: 


72 Tetter.sicned “concerned,” The “lin ron Daily Miner, 
Xovemher 146, 1942, xr. l. 
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Ye feel it is wrong to convey any kin? of assurance to parents 
that these drills will in any way pretect their children, There 
is no defense against nuclear war and no amount of crouching in 
corridors will save lives, 


We recall not long ago !'r. Duff Roblin declared that shelters 

were futile and a waste of millions, ‘Thy then were these measures 
introduced by the government into the schools wher they were 
admittedly useless? 


7 
Peace is the only answer to cur children's survival, ’? 


Another letter to the editor of the Pree Press disclosed the 
kinds of criticisms being applied hack on those who oxrnposed tomh 
shelters, They were called, the writer said, fellow travellers of 
communism, and unpatriotic. Put, the correspondent ccencluded: "It 
doesn’t always work," , 

Many of us have the ccurage to face reality, ‘le can acknowledge 
the truth about nuclear war, And we will not. hide in the never- 
never land of Civil Defense, or lull ourselves with vastimes 
such as school drills; pick your exit route; and hide-and-go- 
seek in the bomb shelter. ?" 

Farmers across the province were incensed with the growing 
numbers of careless deer hunters who hunted illegally with lights at 
night, dug trenches without filling them tack in, cut wire fences, 
left gates open, and shot horses and cattle, 9 The death of a three 
year-old Virden toy made the growing numher of hunting accidents a 
campaign issue, Gildas Molgat complained bitterly that once again 
the provincial government was hiding behind the fact that it had brought 
in an American expert to maze recommendatiors for hunting regulations. 
Molgat argued that the Manitoba "ish and Game Association had been 
urging regulations which would have checked such actions, unheeded by 


the Tories for over three years. 


73 Letter to the “ditor signed Betty Perirutter, for the 
Congress of Caradian ‘iomen, ‘iinnipeg, \I7P, December ®, VOB MID ooe 

74 Letter signed Mrs. H. 2. Fromislow, Yinnipeg., WEP, 
December 8, 1962, rp. 33. 

75 WFP, November 22, 1942, p. 4 and Zditorial: "Irrespons- 
ible Hunters," _ The Neepawa Press, November 14, 1942, pn, 2, 
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In the last week of the campaign the question of Duff Roblin's 
ambitions for the federal Tory leadership became the most-asked 
question around the province, NDP leader Russ Faulley, perhaps, best 
summed up the issue, and in the light of recent cebinet vacancies in 
Ottawa, 

Conservatives feel the mantle of federal leadership should fall 
to Roblin of Manitoba. Consideration for lanitota is secondary, 


Duff supplied suppert to Dief, ard is premred to desert Manitota 
for the federal arena. 


Roblin realizes that none of his cabinet ministers in Manitoba 
is capable of leadership and that they would not have the support 
jof the electorate, An indication of this is that he attempted to 
bring a Liberal (René Frefontaine) into his cabinet and failed. 
Hence he is anxious to have a provincial election hefore going -. 
to Cttava, ‘ 


The Conservatives should he defeated Mr, Paulley areued, 
because of their “behind the curtain manoevres," "Roblin appears to 
sacrifice the Manitoba voters hy calling this Christmas election 
before he fulfills a lifetime ambition to ve the federal leader of the 


4 
en aerati/ aren a 


Conservative responses were to the coint. Agriculture Minister 


Hutton explained: "It is true Canada needs him. JT don't deny that. 
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But T'll fight to my dying breath to keep him here because Manitoba needs 


him too.’ ! 


And Duff Roblin proclaimed,"7 have no intention of gotng to 


g 
Ottawun!” 


76 WEP, December 7, 1942, pp. 1 and ®, 


79 The Glote and Mail, December ®, 1947, p. 7, 
78 WEP, December 1], 1942, p. 1. 
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The Results, 


The results, including the two deferred elections, left the 
Progressive Conservatives with 36 seats, Liberals 13, NDP 7, and Social 
Credit 1: Jack Froese of Rhineland, The NDP had been caught off- 
guard, having just emerged in its new form from its old CCF coccoon, 

7 The 
only non-greater Winnipeg victor was Bdward Schreyer of 2rokenhead 


Once again its support followed the same traditional pattern,” 


constituency. 


The Liberal Party picked up some support in Winnipeg by adding 
the seats of Burrows ard Assiniboia to its traditional stronghold in 
St. Boniface, The largely “ranco-*anitoban constituencies, St, Boni- 
face, =merson, Ste, Rose, Carillon and la Verendrye all returmmed 
Liberals. Interlake support in Selkirk, Ste. Rose (also listed above ) 
and St. George was apparent as well as the usual rural support in the 
south-central parts of the province, The Liberals were now clearly 
the opposition party having narrowed the gap in popular vote to 8.7 
per cent (Liberals 36.4. per cent, Conservatives 45,1 per cent) and 
polled the second most votes in the party's history. The NDP dropped 
to a mere 15.4 per cent of the popular vote, the worst showing fora 
labor party in Manitoba since 1936,°° 


79 If Ted Chudyk, present chief organizer for the mrty, is 
correct, the NDP performance may have been due to the party's contin- 
ued dependence on traditional support, and reluctance to organize and 
campaign for new sources of voting strength. Interview Mount Saint 
Vincent University, Halifax, '.S., November, 1973. 


80 NDP performance in the 20 south and west Manitoba seats 
again accounted for eight of the party's 39 candidates, merely 3,2 
per cent of the total vote and only 6.5 per cent of the party's own 
vote, 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1962. 


. % % 
PA RT iY SATS POPULAR POPULAR SSATS 
WON VOTS VOTE WON 
Progressive Conservative 36 134, 208 45,1 63,2 
Liberal 13 108, 243 36.4 22:08 
NDP @ 45,725 15.4 12.3 
Social Credit 1 7,509 265 1,8 
Communist =< 816 us -- 
Independent -- 960 BS) -- 


SUMMARY OF IS5SUSS - 1962. 
Ma jor, Province-wide, Clusters, 


1. Zconomic Development, 
(a) Proposals for development, 
(b) Time and information for debate. 
(c) Necessity of election call, 


(d) Hydro development--cost and appropriateness, 


2. Fiscal Reform, 
(a) Reducing property tax burden, 
(b) Tax Sources, 
(c) Will Roblin impose sales tax? 


3. Education. 
(a) Public aid for private schools. (Perennial, somewhat under- 
lying, key) ta 

(i) O’Sullivan "secret deal" charges. (somewhat Diffuse ) 
Gi) St, Vital text seizure. (Specific) 

(b) Quality of school curricula. 

(c) Municipal school tax burden. 

(d) Province takeover of administration, 

(e) Teacher qualifications and salaries, 


(f) Grant policy to districts opposed to enlargement, 
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Minor, Province-wide. 


4, Reasons for Election Call, 
be Rene Prefontain's Refusal of Appointment, (Temporary, Underlying). 
6. Enclosing Issues in Royal Commissions, 


Vertical Integration versus Family Farn, 

Crop Insurance Policies, 

Agriculture Development and Aid, 

Railway Branch-Line Abandonment. 

Need for Highway Access Roads, 

Partisanship in Road-Building. 

Making Unions Legal Entities, (Left). 

Minimum Wage Laws, (Left). 

Labor Legislation--Confusion, 

Careless Deer Hunters, (Temporary, Unprompted, Concern). 
Premier Roblin's Federal Leadership Ambitions. (Personality). 


Local, 


Is Metro a Roblin Smokescreen Over Urban Problems? 
Activation of Metro Review Commission, 

Bridge for St. Vital. 

Charleswood Sewage Lagoon. 

Closing of TCA Maintenance Shop, 

Assiniboine River Diversion Scheme. 

Flood Assistance--Winnipeg versus Rest of Province. 
Bomb Shelters, (Side). 

Deferrment of Northern Elections. 

Best Party for Northern Development. 

Shortage of Professional Workers in North, (Social). 
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PROVINCE OF MANITOBA 


MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTION, 1962 


Nominations November 30, 1962. Voting December 14, 
1962. 


LEGEND: P.C.—Progressive Conservative; Lib.—Liberal; N.D.P.— 
New Democratic Party; S.C.—Social Credit; Ind.—Independent: 
ind.-Lib.-Lab.—Independent Liderai Labour; Comm.—-Communisi. 


ARTHUR DAUPHIN 
J. Doug. Watt, P:Cs--— 2.629 
E Hany Patmore, 65. . teen Seve e Mcleon EG - S20 
ASSINIBOIA DUFFERIN 
Stephen P. Patrick, Lib. .... ae 
George Johnson, P.C. . W. Homer Hamilton, P.C. 2,542 
Al. Mackling, N.D.P. R-.G.. Douglas;sLib:, ———.—_ 1.309 
BIRTLE-RUSSELL ELMWOOD 
Robert G. Smellie, P.C. .. 2.676 steve Peters, N.D.P. __ 2,024 
Amold G. Minish, N.D.P.. 704 John Kozoriz, Lib. 1.815 
E. Victor Fulton, Lib. —..... 1,701 Don Thompson, P.C. —...__ 1,737 
BRANDON EMERSON 
R. ©. Lissaman, P.C. ‘ 
h John Tanchak, Lib. ...._ 2,845 
perc ra: Lib. Michcel Sokolyk, P.C. _- 1,964 
Harold E. Wright, S.C. ..... ETHELBERT-PLAINS 
BROKENHEAD : 
M. N. Hryhorczuk, Lib. _.. 1,930 
Edward R. Schreyer, N.D.P. 1910 James. Crowe, biG... | 1376 
Richard, Mulder, P.-C. .... 1/314 A. C. Matthews, N.D.P. 706 
Max Dubas, Lib. —... is 971 Fis 
BURROWS HER 
Mark Smerchanski, Lib. - 1791 Peter Wagner, NDP. 1323 
ohn Hawryluk, N.D.P. .. 1. : 
Peer Obenee ne) a7) caer Poe ee 
Andrew Bileski, Comm. - 517 FLIN FLON 
CERIN Charles H. Witney, P.C. - 2.975 
L. AS Barkman, Lids 2,116 OSS, LID. nn nen nnne Ae 
Peter J. Thiessen, P.C. ... 1,278 Fred Ledieu, N.D.P. —-_ 448 
Edward Dubois, S.C. .... 811 FORT GARRY 
Sg ~ Sterling R. Lyon, P.C. _.. 4,721 
Gordon, Beard, P.C. ..... 2,170 David Bowles, Lib. ....-..- =) 2sn28 
F.L. (Bud) Jobin, Lib. _... 1,973 Cliff Brownridge, N.D.P. 1,168 
CYPRESS FORT ROUGE 
Mrs. Thelma Forbes, P.C. 2,746 Gumey Evans, P.C. _.... 3,507 
Welland, Stonehouse, Lib. 1,928 Brock McArthur, Lib. _ 2,128 
Charles, Turner, S.C. __-_—)ss/- 267'—s—s«Willliam R. Reid, N.D.P. — $90 
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THE BATTLE 
OF 
STATISTICS 196612 


MAY 18 TO JUNE 23, 1966 


ra RT -Y LEADER CANDIDATES 
Progressive Conservative Duff Roblin 57 
Liberals Gildas Molgat 56 
New Democratic Party Russ Paulley 51 
Social Credit Jacob Froese 18 
Communist Party W. C. Ross 

Others cece 2 


57 single member plumlity districts 


The Events Which Shaped the 1966 Campaign. 


In the years between the 1962 and 1966 election campaigns, 
the Roblin Government attempted to promote the expansion of many 
fields with far greater expenditures on education, industry, tourisn, 
hospitals, floodways, and the development of a “shared services” 
program for private schools, In 1963 Roland Michener's commission 
report on local government and taxation outlined local and provincial 
responsibilites for public spending. The report suggested far 
greater provincial responsibility for education expenses, By advocat- 
ing the amalgamation of over one hundred local government districts 
into less than half that number, efficiency and lower costs were 
expected, These larger municipalities, said the report, would retain 


1 From a description in WFP, June 22, 1966, p. 1. 
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administrative control over local education but would be supported 

by a provincial “foundation program" fed by a thirteen mill property 
tax on equalized assessment and a two per cent sales tax, The 
Conservative Government avoided the recommended sales tax, for what 

we might now recognize as obvious political reasons of face saving. 
Instead, the government, several times, increased taxes on liquor, 
tobacco, and gasoline, and imposed special taxes on telephone and 

light bills. In 1963 an extrmely unpopular five per cent tax was 
levelled on heating fuel, only to be repealed in the session just prior 
to the 1966 election,“ 


The Roblin Government appeared most unwilling to be 
seen as the unequivocal supporter (i.e. outside of awkward local 
plebiscites) both of larger local government and consequent school 
districts. Nor did Premier Roblin wish to be known as the initiator 
of a provincial sales tax. Yet reluctance in such areas has been 
described by the astute conservative historian W. L. Morton as the 
greatest failure of the Roblin regime, And the "central issue of the 
times," says Morton, was the financial relief required by "hard 
pressed municipalities and school boards ."? 


In the months just prior to the election campaign the Manitoba 
Premier announced two major development projects: a billion dollar 
Nelson River power program, and a $120,000,000 pulp and paper complex 
in northern Manitoba, The Nelson River project was to include a 
$300,000,000 generating plant at Kettle Rapids near Thompson as the 
first stage in the development. Prime Minister Lester Pearson 
announced that his federal Liberal Government would be investing 
$120,000,000 to finance, own, construct, and lease to Manitoba Hydro, 
a 580-mile tyansmission line from Kettle Rapids to Winnipeg, 


2 Based on discussions of these events in Jackson, Centennial 


History, pp. 254-56; Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 498-500; The 
Financial Post, January 29, 1966, p. 17, and Feb. 12, 1966, p. 5; and 


Editorial "Deeper Into Debt: The Roblin Record," WFP, May 27, 1966. 


3 Morton, Manitoba: A History, pp. 499-500. 
4 The Financial Post, February 19, 1966, p. 2. 
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The various stages of a pulp and paper deal mde with a rela- 
tively unknown Swiss firm, Monoca A. G., were to include a pulpwood 
processing plant, saw mill, paper mill, and chemical furnishing plant 
with much activity centered in jubilant The Pas, and a territory the 
size of Newfoundland given over to the new firm for cutting rights? 


Both these major developments were to become important matters 
of controversy in a campaign which focused attention on the overall 
extent of Manitoba's economic development, 


Coinciding with Premier Roblin's announcements was the release 
in March 1966 of the annual report of the Manitoba Economic Consulta- 
tive Board for 1965. The report noted expanded production and develop- 
ment in Manitoba but claimed the percentage increase in 1965 had 
“lagged behind" 1964, The report described the need for higher taxes 
to pay for the monumental manpower training and education program 
essential to economic growth, Vast increases in spending for general 
education were foreseen and the loss of 12,300 Manitobans to other 
provinces in 1965 haRonheak” 


The publication of the Consultative Board's report caused a 
shift in campaign strategy for the government Conservatives whose 
master-minds, Dalton Camp, William Wylie and Fred Groves were said to 
be reluctant to back off their plan of making government achievements 
the issue of the campaign, It appears that local Conservative candi- 
dates nevertheless demanded ammunition to fight the growing use made 
by the Liberals and NDP of the ECB report,” 


5 The Pas Herald (The Pas, Manitoba), March 9, 1966, p, 1, The 
Financial Post, March 12, 1966, pp. 1 and 4; and Peter McClintock, 
“Winnipeg Letter: A Bad Year for Governments," Saturday Night, August, 
1966, pp. 11-13. 

6 The Financial Post, April 9, 1966 (Prairies Supplement, p.P14), 


7 The Globe and Mail, June 18, 1966, p. 6. 
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Ma jor Issues: (1) Statistics Pro and Con the Roblin Record, 


Premier Roblin announced the campaign ostensibly to avoid an 
election in Canada's centennial year, 1967, The Liberal opposition 
had apparently challenged and antagonized the government as regards 
an election and the two parties were already bitterly at odds in 
assembly discussions of rural poverty and government agriculture 
policy. Yet the election call angered opposition spokesmen, Retire- 
ments or intended retirements resulting in three cabinet vacancies and 
perhaps as many holes in government backbencher ranks were described 
as almost unprecedented, It seemed evidence for many that "unstated 
reasons" existed for the election ca © 


From the opening gun Liberal and NDP opponents questioned the 
economic growth achieved under the Roblin Government, Liberal leader 
Gildas Molgat and his Liberal stalwarts mde constant reference to the 
province's “fantastic spending,” a province, Mr. Molgat argued, which 
had moved from low taxation and low debt to one of high taxation and 
the second highest debt in Canada,” 


Russ Paulley, as NDP leader, claimed the Conservative Government 
had “frankly confessed their failure” as producers of healthy economic 
growth, by supporting an opposition motion in the recent session asking 
Ottawa "to designate all of Manitoba a depressed area.” Mr. Paulley 
deplored the exodus of skilled people leaving for better paid jobs in 


neighboring provinces, no 


These opening salvos of the two major opposition parties were 
met by the Premier's announcement of seventy-eight policies outlined in 
his cabinet room for members of the press. Twenty policies on education 
4ncluded an expanded program of vocational and technical schools, 
higher standards of teacher education, and the re-organization of school 
boundaries, 


8 From reports of legislature correspondant Ron Tuckwell, The 
Transcona News (Transcona, Manitoba), March 17, 1966, p. 3; May 26, p. 
5,and June 2, 1966. 


9 WFP, May 19, 1966, p. 1. 
10 WFP, May 20, 1966, p. 3. 
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The policies included the all-important development plans already 
outlined plus a primary steel project, Other policies included a 

new department of tourism; increased assistance to Metro for construc- 
tion of arterial roads, bridges, and overpasses; a modernized motor 
vehicle inspection system; regulations for compulsory safety devices 
on new cars; live television for northern Manitoba; and, with federal 


help, a voluntary, universally available health plan, 


In response to Premier Roblin’s many announcements Gildas 
Molgat recounted the “mounting debt" of the province as it allegedly 
fell behind other provinces in industrial development. "They are 
aggressive only in election years," he said of the Roblin Government, 
"We've had eight years of government promises and now we have 
seventy-eight new ones. What's been going on in the past eight 


years if all these promises are needed now," he questioned, + 


The Liberal Free Press responded to Mr. Roblin's "78 
promises" by calling for a careful appraisal of the government 


record, Such an examination, said the newspaper: 


-» must inevitably lead to the conclusion that the Roblin admini- 
stration has spent more, taxed more, borrowed more and had less 
to show for it than any previous administration in Manitoba's 
history." 

The opposition parties in this campaign will do well to leave 

the promises of the pie-in-the-sky to Conservatives, who have 

no peers in this department, and concentrate not on promises 

but on provable facts as they relate to the government’s record 
of the past eight years. Set alongside the record of yesterday, 
Mr, Roblin's 78 trombones for tomorrow sound flat,! 


The conservative Tribune called the Liberal criticisms an "old 
tune... just as sour now as it ever was." The Conservative position 


was that Liberals were, as usual, “poor-mouthing” Manitoba's great 


11 WFP, May 25, 1966, pp. 1 & 12, 
12 WEP, May 27, 1966, p. 1. 
13 Editorial: "78 Promises," WFP, May 27, 1966, p. 33% 


14 Winnipeg Tribune, June 10, 1966. 
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achievements under Premier Roblin's eight years of direction, But the 
lines had been dyawn, The task was set: gather the facts and attempt 
to show on the one hand unprecedented economic growth, and, on the other 
hand, outlandish spending and debt increase combined with a failure to 
match development and anticipated social welfare and education needs, 


On the government side Premier Roblin set out the growth 
statistics since his administmtion took power: manufacturing up 70 
per cent, farm income 76 per cent, mining income 225 per cent, personal 
income 83 per cent, and population increased by 125,000. In his 
Selkirk address Premier Roblin told constituents that their city, 
already “the center of steel skills in Manitoba," would be a "good 
place" for the steel industry. "That is why I would like to hear the 
voice of this constituency in the councils of government} said the 
Premier as he offered another of his mny, and oft-criticized, "cam- 


paign carrots "> 


In response to criticisms that he had greatly increased 
Manitoba's debt (from $29,700,000 under Liberal Premier Douglas 
Campbell to $186,000,000 eight years later, said Libeml spokesmen) 
Premfer Roblin replied that "84 per cent of it was spent on roads and 
show me a road that the people don't want." Speaking at his own 
nomination in Wolseley constituency he reminded voters that his govern- 
ment had paid for fifty per cent of the roads in metropolitan Winnipeg 
and were prepared to set up a housing corporation to help reduce sluns, 
He also boasted of the lowest per capita taxes in Canada except 
Alberta which, he noted, was much advantaged by oil Pa veniia send 


Provincial Treasurer Gurney Evans, speaking in Brandon, dis- 
missed Liberals as pessimists as he cited further evidence of Manitoba's 


alleged economic health, Unemployment, said Mr. Evans, was, since 


15 WFP, May 27, 1966, p. 1. 
16 WEP, May 28, 1966, p. 13. 


pat de are ek by bis pert gy sete: vad mi ‘rel 
sat to ba adoth wid att <n ean sine orth: 
ae eee raat se rs: | 


‘sdwera alt toa Jee akidon” ne “ita iit: os FOS Bh 
ON ant pet agian i Toween 1d oa eget anes 
-sestace mg ,tugon sel, SS beep ky cilia apaaters ty BS akenbant area 
ihe ek 000 URL ed M@eueneans sobs akugog. bares See a: 
ight as tah yar utireucd tS epee: piot wetbsor r@ 
hea" a ne oligow Meador treat ce a Shohe faate Ye Tet ait: 
dt eso Sb OARt Bloo Tighe ek dae venient featd. ¢ 
wt? hie Linnertevey to edtonni orht: wh Nate 1a. 
aso" siuntost side bak ogi od eA bee not 


ie Gs ie he ia? uy ine 

fh eecsenb dene » ethan bet on ym chi oe portent at 

sat yoot tepnery Laptintnd: seoyans a,c et soy) ott 

(Hemmadiogs { aect ih Ala eet, steay Sate Olly | 
ae @ sgh tl sepa eae ay ae dare zo ar tas i 2 cE ih, ie rai s 
ines" bt Oa wibhiege . fate 9 ea weet ent tats bam + A 

en awiym, whet a acld mx edov Deu * ie mnlow * obi eetteiti 

arty fe hast RLonyaces on: at adnan, Pe to sss neg ou 70% Seay bia ta 

sky aguibut atinl OF doks mreglia’ giieecteel Aan dae ‘oh Dbexayeta eran Bem” 

aapone els 8 ee, wgmeall whee 0: suewol wd to beteamd ota a ‘ 

af c waNiET ON ert ERO: xe Aiappadies et rane aor inate ot ut bity Bei) by 


“wha ecberant: nt Bir Raa” eae sol xexubast? fstontvost ey: 
a adgd heat ty eondh te <sitint fim tb aif ae vei nae oe ekaogai th e. x“ 
sonte Fins roils vit base Cl anf vit aor PeasHeny: hepa td 
“y r Fe " st 4S va | fi. ot eas as ; 
; ae / = Sa oh 3 > og wosspentos if) Vee 
VE aber: 6 on res af 
| oh ee OPE BS spat: EW 8 | 
- Peni Mi F tt 
} ae Res in; 


1958, consistently lower than in any other area in Canada, Mr, Evans 
then cited the exact number of new businesses and industries settling 
in Manitoba along with associated figures on their total spending and 
corporation taxes paid in the province, A new $30, 000, 000 Simplot 
chemical and fertilizer plant enticed to Brandon by a $20,000,000 
investment from the expanded Manitoba Development Fund would likely 
attract fifteen allied industries, he announced,>’ 


The Liberal Party borrowed directly from the Economic Consulta- 
tive Board's annual report as it headlined advertisements, "Manitoba 
is lagging." Citing ECB findings the Liberal Party spoke of a growth 
vate “lagging in comparison to Canada as a whole." The widely pub- 
lished newspaper advertisements told the electorate that Manitobans 
faced the highest per capita debt in Canada; the lowest weekly wage 
west of the Maritimes; anda decline in total population of one thou- 
sand in 1965, “These are the facts." said the advertisements, 
“facts substantiated by the Manitoba Economic Consultative Board, by 
the Canadian Tax Foundation and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 


These are facts you cannot ignore, because this is your province 28 


The Progressive Conservative response to the use of ECB 
findings was the widespread publication of comments by federal Trade 
and Commerce Minister Robert Winters that “the future of Manitoba has 
never been brighter." Winter's words were used in describing new highs 
in provincial income of $24 billion, in gross farm product, and in 
the value of manufactured products .1? Other Conservative candi- 
dates responded to the ECB and Liberal “facts” by calling attention 
to the many signs of development including roads, bridges, highrise 
apartments, doubled industrial investment in eight years, ten thou- 
sand new jobs in 1965, and a tourist tude increased by fifty per cent 


and triple the national average.-° 


17 WFP, June 1, 1966, p. 10. 
18 The Deloraine Times and Star (Delormine, Manitoba),June 16, 
Pp. 2. 7. A CR ae, ee aoa ae aaa 
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Premier Roblin answered the specific comments in the ECB 
report by citing a 44,6 per cent increase in industrial investment 
in 1965 which did not include the forestry and Nelson River develop- 
ments, And “people do not invest where the province is going to the 
dogs,” he argued, He compared Manitoba's population with Saskatchewan's 
to answer the question of population decrease, Whereas eight years 
earlier Saskatchewan had had a larger population than Manitoba, the 
positions were now reversed, He also claimed the debt figures used 
to discredit his government were misrepresentative, arguing that 
utilities indebtedness should not count as they were "business invest- 
ments" which provided the cheapest hydro and telephone mtes in Ganeda cy 


Russ Paulley and the NDP progrem called for a 49 per cent 
limit on foreign equity or investment in provincial enterprises, Mr. 
Paulley called for increased funds from the Manitoba Development 
Corporation to make such a policy viable when other Canadian funds were 
not available, His party would design a system of royalty fees to 
encourage primary producers, such as mining firms, to expand into 
secondary industry, Mr. Paulley criticized Premier Roblin's comments 
on a steel mill complex in Selkirk, claiming such an industry belonged 
in the north, close to mineral deposits and the cheap power of the 
Nelson River, The NDP leader expressed alarm over the exodus of 
Manitoba workers and feared that many of the 20,000 recent immigrants 
to the province would be faced with a similar decision unless the 


root causes of the exodus were Gnecvered(<- 


The NDP leader was particularly articulate in regard to the 
government's taxation record, The province owed its municipalities 
ten million dollars he argued, by virtue of the fact that twenty per 
cent of funds mised in 1965 were not used as previously indicated by 
the Premier to ease municipal taxes, "Instead it went into general 
revenue to help build the surplus necessary for the dzafting of an 


21 WFP, June 9, p. 29 and June 22, 1966, p. 12. 
22 WFP, May 30, 1966, p. 1. 
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attractive budget in an election year," Paulley insisted. He went 
on to criticize the government for having tried to keep its promise 
to municipalities by levying taxes on essential services like light, 
power, and telephones, and introducing its many increases on 
hicences, gasoline, tobacco, etc. He complained that only the sur- 
charge on income tax was reduced, and that was the only tax which 
bore some relationship to ability to pay. 


In reply to the government's widely publicized contention 
that the province had the lowest per capita tax burden in Canada 
save for Alberta, Mr. Paulley observed that two matters were over- 
looked, Excluding Alberta, he argued, firstly, that the level of 
services such as roads and medical care provided in Manitoba was 
lower than any province west of New Brunswick, And, secondly, ona 
percentage basis property provided a larger share of total tax revenue 
than in any other province west of the Maritimes. 


Russ Paulley was also bitterly opposed to Mr. Roblin’s hand- 
ling of the heating fuel tax. He saw as grossly unfair the fact 
that a ten per cent fuel tax remained in effect for apartment houses, 
paid for by apartment dwellers via their rents. It was just a further 
{ndication for Paulley that Premier Roblin had not repealed the resi- 
dential five per cent fuel tax out of any conviction but simply sh 
2 


response to opposition pressure and the nearness of an election, 


There was undoubtedly truth in columnist John Dafoe's con- 
clusion that the debate in the campaign: 
.»shows, if nothing else, that you can prove anything by 
statistics, Both sides are telling the truth. 


Manitoba's economy has had its successes, but the successes have 
not been big or numerous enough to enable the province to keep 
pace with the economic advance pf provinces with more resources 
or a stronger industrial base. 


Evidence that even the Roblin Government recognized this parti- 
cular problem was witnessed in its having obtained enlarged monies and 


23 WFP, June 17, 1966, p. 6. 
24 The Globe and Mail, June 18, 1966, p. 6 
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powers for its own Manitoba Development Fund at the spring session 
prior to the election, 


But it was just this latter expansion which most exercised 
the fledgling Social Credit Party. Socreds, like national organ- 
{ver Martin Kelln and Rhineland MLA Jacob Froese, feared that the 
enlarged powers of the development corporation could engulf any 
business or property and hence,said a Rhineland pamphlet, have 
“more power over your business and business community than all the 
CCF legislation passed by the government of Saskatchewan in 20 
years."“° Local Social Credit candidates cried "communism" and 
"state control" as they feared a trampling of individual mignteic’ 
Jake Froese was the only MLA to have opposed the enlargement of the 
development agency's powers in the spring session, Froese's Rhine- 
land campaign was described as follows: 

If a socialist or Communist government ever took power in 
Manitoba, he warns the voters in his home riding of Rhineland, 
4t would not have to pass any new legislation in order to 
nationalize industry or bundle farms together in collectives, 


The necessary law would be in the books, thanks to Mr. Roblin, 
he says. 


That aspect of the economic debate is a Leer tetas among the 
deeply conservative people of Rhineland... 
"Tommyrot" was Premier Roblin's angered reply to such state- 
ments. "Somebody's trying to alarm the people of Rhineland that the 
government is going to walk in like a tyrant and ride roughshod over 


their Wusinesses 7c 


25 WEP, June 10, 1966, p. 10 


26 The Deloraine Times and Star, June 9, 1966, p. 4; and 
WFP, June 10, 1966, p. 10. 


27 The Globe and Mail, June 18, 1966, p. 6. 
28 WFP, June 10, 1966, p, 10. 
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Ma jor Issues: (2). The Nelson River and Monaca A, G, Developments, 


Premier Roblin seemed able to make great political capital 
out of the two major development announcements, Aside from isolated 
questions on transmission lines and new flood levels and their effect 
the Manitoba Premier was free of criticism on the Nelson River project, 
Conservative advertisements were able to rib opposition candidates 
by reminding the electomte of the skepticism of the opposition in 
the 1962 campaign.-? While enthusiasm for the forestry industries 
announcemant was unprecedented in northern communities, more 


southerly candidates were not quite as keen, 


One of the earliest and most persistant critics of the 
forestry deal was the Communist Party and its leader W,. C. Ross, 
In Mr. Ross's view the government was “selling out" the province's 
resources and demanding a minimum of capital investment, Mr. Ross 
very quickly caught sight of a highly subsidized program supported 
by the MDF when, in the Communist leader's view, such projects 
warranted creation of a crown corporation or outright public owner- 
ship to prevent public-subsidized profits for a private corporation, 
"The Roblin government has auctioned off an area one-sixth the total 
size of Manitoba to a foreign corporation,” W. C. Ross complained 
of another undesirable aspect of the deal, The Inkster candidate was 
also alarmed at the government's seeming refusal to answer questions 


on the terms of the agreement, -- 


The NDP’s Russ Paulley described the Monoca A, G, agreement 
as the “worst business deal ever undertaken by a government in Canada? 
Mr, Paulley made repeated charges that the Roblin Government had 
panicked in response to opposition criticism over lagging industrial 


29 WFP, June 16, 1966, p. 20. 
30 WFP, May 16, p. 11; and June 10, 1966, p. 10 
31 WFP, June 9, 1966, p. 29. 
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development. The “sordid story" of subsidies to "this outfit of 
Swiss yodellers," Mr. Paulley claimed, included government assist- 
ance for job trainings the importation of and training facilities 
for, workers; aerial mapping; fire protection; and the building and 
maintenance of grid or access roads, The government offered special 
rates for timber at half the cost other companies were paying, and 
intended to cover the full cost of reforestation, and forest inven- 
tory. The NDP leader charged that the town of The Pas had been 
railroaded into concessions as well, and that only $100,000 had 
actually been put up by Monaca A. G. He speculated that outside of 
another $500,000 bank deposit the MDF might loan Monaca A, G,. the 
balance of an anticipated $50,000,000 to begin the development, 
Hence, he said sardonically, "most of the risk will be borne by the 
people of Manitoba--What a deal for Manitoba "> 


The Winnipeg Free Press was alarmed, as well, that so few 
questions were being asked and so few answers given over the miniscule 


investment of Monoca A. G. 


Remarkably little has been heard in the present campaign of the 
Roblin government's agreement with Monoca A, G.... 


This reticence is understandable on the government's part, If 
Mr. Roblin were to talk much about this dubious venture, he 
would find himself under fire to answer many questions about 
the deal that the government apparently prefers to have 

remain unanswered--notably who are the mysterious principals 
behind the Swiss company. 


According to the editorialist's source, Julius Koteles, 
Premier Roblin’s Liberal opponent in Wolesley: 
-e Capitalization of Monaca A. G. and an affiliated company 
is only $24,400, yet they have been given a contract by the 


Roblin government that could permit them to take a profit of 
$1.5 million a year out of Manitoba on an initial investment 


of over $100,000.22 


32 WFP, May 30, p. 1s and June 9, 1966, p. 29. 
33 Editorial: "Mr. Koteles’ Issue," WFP, June 22, 1966 
Pp. <9. 
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In northern communities such criticisms were treated with 
considerable scorn, The Pas was presumably to be recipient not 
only of mjor elements of the forestry complex but of concessions 
in the way of taxes and new lands incorporated in the town, The 
local paper was perhaps typical of much northerm reaction to its 
longstanding neglect by politicians. 

So long as the money is made available the people of The Pas 
and northern Manitoba care very little for the debate that 
has ranged over the financial aspects of Monaca A, G. Indeed 
&1l the debate has done is resolve the minds of many of us 
that there are still politicians who talk of northern develop- 
ment with forked tongues, They come north with trumpets 
blaring that our area must have industry at any cost, And 


when industry does come abgpe they then try to throw all kinds 
of booby traps in the way, 


Ma jor Issues: (3) Education and Municipal Taxes, 


As W. L. Morton noted, the centml issue of this period was 
municipal tax burden, with education costs the major cause of hard- 
ship. All three mjor parties were prepared to transfer school 
costs to provincial sources of revenues but the manner of that trans- 
fer and the protection of local control would remain sources of 
controversy. Premier Roblin had handled the financial squeeze by 
offering an $11,000,000 rebate to local taxpayers (up to fifty 
dollars per homeowner) from provincial funds, Liberal leader Molgat 
was a vigorous criticof the government's rebate system. He called it 
a “political gimmick" which had cost the taxpayers $400,000 in postage 
and handling charges. 2° Premier Roblin was charged with having 
delayed issuance of the cheques in order to have them come from 
provincial rather than municipal offices, Liberal leader Molgat 
would have such rebates issued by municipal clerks at tax paying 
times, The Free Press lamented over increasing education costs, 


34 Editorial: "The Pulp Agrement,” The Pas Herald, May ll, 
1966, p. 2. 


35 WFP, May 27, p. 1; and June 17, 1966, p. 6. 
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noting that whether property or provincial taxes, the general tax- 
payer still paid, “It is simply a question of which of our pockets 
the money is taken from,"2° The newspaper summarized the issue and 
its history editorially. . 


When the Roblin administration was first elected, it promised 
to spend much more provincial money on education with a view 
to relieving the load on property taxes used for educatioml 
purposes, The government spent more money, as promised, but 
the property tax burden did not get lighter, On the contrary 
it increased to the point where Mr. Roblin was forced to levy 
more provincial taxes in order to implement his awkward and 
unfair gimmick of returning to the homeowner $50 of his own 
money as "relief" from property taxes. This program has been 
criticized, and rightly so. Mr. Roblin has been going around 
the country claiming that the Liberals would do away with the 
$50 refund--leaving the impression that the taxpayers would 
thus be $50 poorer, In fact, as Mr. Molgat said, a Liberal 
government would reduce taxes on real property by having the 
provincial government take over a larger share of education 
costs and would also limit taxes on lands and homes,27 


Premier Roblin and his Attorney-General Sterling Lyon 
defended the rebate policy noting that Alberta and Saskatchewan had 
both initiated similar schemes in view of Manitoba's program, Mr. 
Roblin promised changes in the system which would take those on fixed 
incomes and young homeowners into consideration, Additional federal 
education assistance ele be his own priority at a future federal- 


provincial conference, 


Critics of the government's educational policies were also 
vocal over apparent failures of the Manitoba Government to take advant- 
age of federal assistance for vocational and technical schools, This 
particular failure was indicative of a lack of education planning, 
Gildas Molgat maintained,” 


36 Editorial: "This Campaign has Five Weeks," WFP, May 20, 
1966, p. 29. 

37 Editorial: “Mr. Molgat's Urban Program," WEP, June 13, 
1966, p. 25. 

38 WFP, May 31, p. 3 and June 17, 1966, p. 4. 

39 WEP, May 30, p. 1 and June l, 1966, p. 1. 
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The lack of planning was a subject which prompted Molgat to 
suggest an education research council to study teaching methods, curri- 
culum and other components of the educational system, Other critics, 
including the assistant superintendent of Winnipeg schools, G,. T. 
MacDonell, claimed that curriculum revision had not been carried on 
continuously and had become a "delicate area." Now drastic changes 
were needed and “strong views" were being expressed at election time 
as to whether or not the education department and minister had "done 
a good job," the superintendent Poncludsdcne 


The campaign resounded with charges of a severe teachers’ 
shortage and inadequately tyined rural teachers while trained 


personnel left the province for teaching positions Sicesnerens 


A group of eight young urban Liberals became known as the 
inger Group" as they spoke out all too independently of their 
leader according to Free Press reports, They were particularly con- 
cerned with matters like the needs of teachers, Howard Loewen of 
the "Ginger Group" claimed that Manitoba teachers were not being 
treated as professionals nor given the freedom to be creative and 
imaginative. He and his coherts advocated the use of income and 
sales taxes to pay kindergarten teachers and remedial teachers who 
would help with the integration of Manitoba Indians, The Ginger 
group also advocated the reduction of school boards so often called 
for in previous commission reports, An enlarged student loan pro- 
gyam, subsidies for students away from home and a tri-semester system 


were all advocated to enlarge high school snrolinent eo 


Government advertisements replied to all such criticisms with 
a wealth of figures showing per capita expenditures on education up 
from $24 to $86, a 255% increase, public school enrollment up 29 per 
cent, grade 12 up 193 per cent, available places in vocational school- 
ing up 205 per cent, university enrollment up 68 per cent and the 


4O WFP, June 10, 1966, p. 3. 
41 Editorial: "Teacher Surveys," WFP, June 8, 1966, p. 47 
and June 3, 1966, p. l. 


42 WFP, June 11, 1966, p. 21. 


oy tein badgers Abie eae 
. bes uh ghentd aan sisibial ots a 


" ‘gy (ie! feddee awa ™ Nosceme 


oe ek snd en ve ‘sare } fad 
“anit porioeie fa beqaunaxe pbb ah apie “er ‘Bri 
wesc!" Seat eh oe ‘niall bre -rminesas ‘ehiinania at dori al eS, 
Suter ied ont ores Be 40: sciuat: ‘Abbe snoiseeaba papa 
| Heaghaed ltt ered) aed steer eee r | 
Me 5 0 Ct vie math teed sere on a 


Segal est | aaah ‘picid te tee ssargecat wf: a 
hed tey neFho om web to inca be ip ssondeet” ext het sooyta 9 & 

arg: Baek foebeate: ogc aino ot , Sis bal nohoetaeed also tvwey 
wpaye raking Mant ‘a baa enon won ‘ane ‘naitabas set, eetbiedus 
i * sana ges dora. aga “opsnta® or bodsdoves 


gam etiuto tate, ome Ca of tettger 's¢moaseltiovs hee . 
“ih Roldan shai Ng. stat thoomty op haa ter antworte wectigtt bo ae Gy ‘I 

Oo ga tneaifonan tnodow ob idwy ponaerantt Wes * 08t of ist oad an 
bine aa Lann.ttanov at penstq otdakiaya’ Afton: ror eer ar gr” ebary sina” . 


ag brik ab 205) ‘Be: git: ner becca j ail sat es: ow aa ay hae 


i ; 


ba i. i i yi ae me. =| i] 7 ; f jai cy ne vn Sells Be alta ti 4 
Pe A 1 Pedra ay Bai & a Ree 04 eit WW we ‘a a: 


La: 
Aa. Re i, ay # ors redo starrorten Ik vague 
Waa 4 { & so ae ee ‘ ears Ws . nut, bie 


“A ie ra | j is a ee oth ee; “as 


_ ‘ 


1 
vio 
, 

ve 


te awe >| 
ive ny " wi bs r 
A as vee 


4 é 
wt) et ee 


—_— 


A) 


657 


number of teachers increased by 30 per cent, including a 72 per cent 
increase in those who hold university degrees, and all since Mr, 
Roblin took office. ’? 


Gil Molgat and other critics contended, however, that increased 

government spending had done little to mise education standards. 
And the larger school district problem had also been handled with too 
much politics and too little direction. As one reporter summrized 
the education critics’ position: 
e.sethe province had merely acquired a number of flossy high 
schools in areas where they are not needed, (The original 
plan was that each school area should be served by one large 
composite high school. ){sic] But politics crept in'and towns 
competed for high schools, so that instead of one big school, 
some areas have half a nas smaller ones, an unnecessary 
duplication and expense, 

One final education issue with a local setting, but receiv- 
ing province-wide attention, was the exclusion of Indian children 
from Dominion City school, Again, the financial burden my have 
been the root cause since the local school board had voted to end 
integrated classes because of overcrowded classrooms and a teacher 
shortage, Chief Albert Henry of the Roseau River Indians called for 
a boycott by his native people of businesses in the town, Indians 
on the reserve believed the school decision was in retaliation for 
their own decision not to renew land leases to white farmers, The 
Dominion City Chamber of Commerce called for a royal commission to 
{investigate means by which Indians could be integrated “without 
lowering or disturbing the educational standards of the public school 
Sc ee The controversy helped to make the treatment of Indians, 
Metis and Eskimos in the province the subject of some consideration 


throughout the campaign. 


43 P.C, advertisenent, The Deloraine Times and Star, June 
16, 1966, p. 4. 

4 Peter McClintock, “Winnipeg Letter,” Saturday Night, 
August, 1966, p. 11. 

45 WFP, June 8, 1966, p. 15. 
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Ma jor Issues: (4) Indians and Métis, 


Perhaps three of the most significant factors in placing 
Indians and Metis at center stage in Manitoba public attention after 
such a long absence were: the disintegmtion of the economic and 
social base of many reservations, particularly in the Interlake dis- 
trict where fish and game were no longer abundant; the growth of 
minority awareness and an appropriate militancy to organize to meet 
their plight; and the concommittant attention of most Western 
governments to the plight of the dispossessed domestically as well 
as overseas, In the 1966 campaign, agencies like the Indian and 
Métis committee of the Community Welfare Planning Council called for 
employment of Indian labor on the Nelson River project, Indians, this 
committee noted, earned an average of $200 per year, one-seventh of 
the average per capita income in the province, The committee also 
called for regional Indian and Metis conferences with costs to be 
bom by the proyincstS 


Speaking in the Interlake area of Fisher Branch, Premier 
Roblin offered another of his constituency carrots. He promised to 
set up a $100,000 revolving fund for Indian and Metis cooperatives 
and noted the importance of bringing industrial activity to Indians 
and Metis to locations like Dallas, near Fisher Branch, "We must 
bring industry to the place where it will do the most good for the 
most people,” the Premier observed, “and I cannot make a promise, but 
I think this community has a very strong caserr? 

Premier Roblin’s proposed technical and vocational schools, 


six to ten throughout the province, were also to have a curriculum 
tailored to Indians and Metis in places like The Pas and the Interlake 


region. 


46 WEP, May 17, 1966, p. 8. 
47 WFP, June 3, 1966, p. l. 
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Ma jor Issues: (5) Agriculture, 


A longstanding feud on agriculture policy was exacerbated 
further by the publication of the government's own brief to a confer~ 
ence on poverty revealing that two-fifths of Manitoba's farmers 
lived at or under the poverty line, Farmers were caught in a cost- 
price squeeze but government policies seemed only to enhance corpor- 
ate production for large-scale consumption at the expense of once 
independent farmers. Such was the context or perspective of Liberal 
and NDP critics, Russ Paulley described the cost-price squeeze; a 
30 per cent increase in the cost of commodities for farmers between 
the years 1951 and 1964 compared to a 16 per cent drop in the prices 
received for farm products in the same period, Consumer prices rose 
13 per cent in the same 13 year time-span. In 1951, Mr. Paulley noted, 
the average net farm income was $3100 annually and average non-farm 
4{ncome $2600, By 1963 the positions were reversed with avemge 
incomes of non-farm workers at $4,337 and farmers at $3,900, "8 A 400 
per cent increase in farm productivity since 1930 had not substanti- 
ally benefited the Manitoba farmer, 


The issues which constituted a cluster of agricultural 
controversies included a desperate need for expanded sewer and water 
facilities. The most often repeated Liberal promise in the campaign 
was “a biffy in every farmhouse .""? The management of land ownership 
was @ second matter at issue with repeated complaints that the Roblin 
Government was depriving farmers of land titles because of insuffi-e 
cient prices for their products, “Instead of seeing that you get a 
price sufficient to permit you to keep your land titles, they offer 
to buy your land and lease it tack to you. That is what the for- 
bearers of most of you came to avoid,” Russ Paulley told a group 
of Arborg farmers,’ Liberal leader Molgat said Premier Roblin should 


48 WFP, June 6, 1966, p. 7. 
49 The Delomine Times and Star, June 16, 1966, p. 3. 
50 WFP, May 31, 1966, p. 2. 
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sell, or grant, but not lease, additional crown lands to farmers 
who needed more land, The Liberal leader claimed Duff Roblin was 
out of touch with rural Manitoba and that government services should 
be decentralized. Crop insurance officials, for example, could be 
situated in rural localities, and agriculture agencies placed in 
towns like Dauphin and Brandon. A Liberal government would immedi- 
ately remove all taxes from farmer-used purple gas.-" 


Every corner of the province had its own version of rural 
dissatisfaction. Interlake farmers, as we have noted, were con- 
cerned with land freehold. Norther farmers had been neglected in 
their needs for marsh dminage, proper care of wildlife, and voca- 
tional tmaining, said Calvin Gibson (Liberal-The Pas).°- Cie Ms 
Robson (NDP-Arthur) blamed corporation profits for the rising pro- 
hibitive cost of farm implements .°- Stanley Copp (Independent Libexal- 
Brokenhead) spoke for vegetable farmers when he complained that the 
government's Vegetable Marketing Commission had been created in 
spite of farmer opposition and that its appointed executive was 
unrepresentative of farm regions in the province, Commission fees, 
and permits for all producers growing on a quarter of an acre or more 
of land, raised vegetable costs above American growers and could 
drive small producers out of business, Mr. Copp warmed. Marius Van 
Hull, president of the Vegetable Producers of Manitoba, predicted an 
artificial vegetable shortage could be created by large producers in 
order to raise prices against consumers, 


On most of these issues Conservatives seemed relatively quiet, 
tending to stand behind announced Roblin policies or promises, The 
government plan would expand the percentage of crop insurance and 
apply it to vegetable crops, Hail insurance, an agriculture mn- 
power service, grants for seed cleaning plants, diking and other 
assistance in flood areas, dairy management education assistance, an 


51 WFP, May 30, p. 1; June 1, p. 1 and June 13, 1966, p. 6, 
52 The Pas Herald, June 15, 1966, p. 10. 

53 The Deloraine Times and Star, June 16, 1966, p, 4, 

54 WEP, June 15, 1966, p. 1. 
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agriculture productivity council, and a water conservation program 
were all part of the many programs suggested by the government 
leader,” 


Major Issues: (6) Health, 


Although medicare was well-packaged for delivery as an elec- 
tion issue in Manitoba and Premier Roblin spoke continuously of his 
plans to enter the federal scheme by July 1, 1967, the perennial con- 
troversy did not erupt as it might have in May and June of 1966, 
Union organizations worried about the program's fee structure and 
T. C. Douglas and Russ Paulley joined the many who questioned how 
Duff Roblin could insist on a voluntary program and still antici- 
pate mising Manitoba's 75 per cent participation to the necessary 
90 per cent in the first year and 95 per cent in the second year of 
the federal program, Paulley dismissed Premier Roblin's announce- 
ment as "poppycock." "It is not possible under a voluntary scheme to 
reach the percentage coverage necessary to qualify for Dominion 
participation,” he said, 


In the closing week of the campaign Premier Roblin announced 
his intention to call a special fall session, if reelected. The 
top priority item on the agenda of that special session was to be’ 
the introduction of medicare legislation. Still stressing its volun- 
tary nature and calling for free coverage for those below minimum 
income tax exemptions, Mr. Roblin claimed a ag with the 


medical profession warranted his optimisn, 


The NDP still favored a universal and compulsory scheme, T, C. 
Douglas claimed all Canadians would be watching to see if Manitobans 
would defeat a Conservative government which refused to endorse a 
compulsory scheme, Russ Paulley compared the Manitoba plans to 
Saskatchewan's universal scheme where administrative costs of five 


55 WEP, May 26) L960, (De 1. 
56 WFP, May 30, 1966, p. 1. 
57 WFP, June 17, 1966,00.. 2. 
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per cent seemed low,and with premiums well within the federal guide- 
lines, 

If medicare did not catch fire as an election issue, other 
health matters did. Opponents of the government were alarmed over the 
shortage of hospitals, hospital beds, and trained staff, "Mr, Roblin 
keeps showing us blueprints but very few bricks,” said Gildas Molgat 
of the hospital shortage .°” Most hospitals made loud requests for addi- 
tional funds for such highly complex medical services as intensive 
care units and artificial kidneys. The Manitoba Association of Regis- 
tered Nurses expressed concern that the overworked nurses in the pro- 
fession had come to doubt the legality of the work they were doing 
in the face of the shortage of qualified professionals, The Liberal 
program included payment of medical training tuition fees to encour~ 
age medical students to practise in rural areas where the shortages 


60 
were most severe, 


The Progressive Conservative Party responded to such criti- 
cisms by publishing large newspaper advertisements noting the special 
allowances and medical care available for senior citizens, dependent 
children, the disabled, and the widowed. Since 1958, a Conservative 
advertisement announced, forty-four hospital projects had been under 
taken with twenty-five more new projects planned in 1966, 


Care for the elderly was also a concern of government candi- 
dates, with Walter Fox-Decent (Conservative--Logan) calling for a govern- 
ment study of all the problems of the elderly. Peter McDonald (Con- 
servative-Turtle Mountain) noted that the government's accelerated 
program would attempt to meet suitable accomm™ation needs, Govern- 
ment advertisements noted a total of 82 projects providing 4,500 acommo- 
dation units for senior citizens including 685 personal care units ,°7 


58 WFP, June 8, p. 15 and June 21, 1966, p. 1. 

59 WFP, May 30, 1966, p. l. 

60 WFP, May 24, p. 33 June 2, p. 1 and June 3, 1966, p. 27. 
61 The Pas Hemld, June 22, 1966, p. 3. 


62 WFP, May 20, 1966, p. 50; The Delormine Times and Star, 
June 16, 1966, p. 53 and The Pas Herald, June 22, 1966, p. 3. 
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Ma jor Issues: (7) Labor, 


The Roblin Government appeared as anti-labor to the Liberal 
and NDP parties and union organizations. Although the government 
had discontinued its. practice of demanding government-supervised 
strike votes, it stood by its insistence that non-union members parti- 
cipate in any strike vote, much to the chagrin of union members who 
saw such action as non-union intrusion in "union issues,” The 
government had been slow to mise minimum wages and to revise vaca- 
tions with pay legislation. The section of the Labor Relations Act 
making unions legal entities seemed designed to open the door to 
{njunctions against them. R. J. Henderson, president of the Manitoba 
Federation of Labor,said "This section is not intended to serve the 
public interest. As for injunctions, this legal gimmick is not in 
the purview of the Labor Relations Act. In any case, court actions 
don't solve industrial disputes, Final solution of them is always 
made more difficult by resort to the courts "09 


Leading opponents of the government's labor record saw the 
exodus of skilled labor as requiring serious investigation, Sus- 
picions were that the low wage scale (avemge annual earnings were 
one thousand dollars less than British Columbia, Gil Molgat observed) 
and minimum wages were in part responsible for the emigration. The 
same spokesmen called for labor-management structures which could 
fairly deal with industrial disputes and provide incentives and 
facilities to maintain healthy employment, 


Minor and/or Local Issues, 


The government was under attack in the context of a number of 
more minor issues including decentralization of welfare services; 
protection of consumers from soaring prices and undisclosed loan and 


63 The Financial Post, May 14, 1966, p. 28, 
64 WFP, May 30, p. 1; June 4, p. 2; and June 14, 1966, p, 4, 
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interest charges; the closing of the San Antonio gold mine at Bissett 
in Eastern Manitota,and its choice of a provincial flag.°> 


Other controversies raged in local areas. Portage la Prairie 
was perhaps the most bitterly contested seat in the province, Liberal 
Mayor Lloyd Henderson and Municipal Affairs Minister R, G. Smellie 
were at loggerheads over a suit against the Portage council, B. C, 

Pea Growers had suffered damage to crops because of a leaking 

sewage lagoon, While the town council disputed with the province 

over the right to borrow monies to pay for damages, B. C, Pea Growers 
was mounting a second lawsuit for default of payment, Aftera 

public inquiry the minister bailed the council out in time, but not soon 
enough to leave the deep scars of town-province antagonism, °° 


The Progressive Conservative candidate in Portage, former 
cabinet member John Christianson faced a judicial inquiry for his 
purchase of land on the proposed floodway by-passing the town, Mr, 
Christianson was cleared of any wrong doing by way of intending to 
benefit by government expropriation, on the very eve of the election, 
but too late to save him from defeat. 


John Christianson'’s campaign was also under attack for a 
newspaper advertisement which seemed to imply, if one “read between 
the lines,” that roads, parks and vocational schools would follow 
only with government representation, "It's tough to get these 
projects for Portage if you're sitting with the opposition,” the 
advertisement noted in ele 

Again, all too late, Mr. Christianson explained he meant 
merely to correct his Liberal opponent George Johnston's extrava- 
gant claims for the constituency, 


65 WFP, June 1, p. 1; June 8, p. 13 The Financial Post, 
April 23, p. 23, and WEP, May 28, 1966, p. 34. 


66 WFP, May 17, p. 12; May 25, p. 3; May 28, p. 1, and 
June 17, 1966, p. 3. 


67 WEP, June 15, 1966, p. l. 
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The major local issue in the Winnipeg area was the publica- 
tion of the federal government's Thompson report on May 19th which 
now spelled "fini" to Winnipeg's Air Canada maintenance base in 
the city. The recommendation was tempered by the announcement one 
day earlier that Air Canada would construct a $2,000,000 cargo 
center in the city. But opponents felt Premier Roblin was simply 
attempting to salve the loss of 882 jobs and $5,398,920 in annual 
eaiacies 


The Premier said Manitoba was “entirely dissatisfied" with the 
outcome and later chided the federal government for lacking a 
national air policy. 


NDP leader Russ Paulley described the air cargo announcement 
as an "attempt to pull the wool over our eyes to make us think they 
(Air Canada) [sic] were doing something to make up for the move, It 
would have come anyway." Mr. Paulley wanted to know why the announce- 
ment was dated March 3rd but had not been released until May 17th, 

He was joined by the Free Press editors in calling a futile gesture 
Premier Roblin's telegram to Prime Minister Pearson asking fora 
rejection of the Thompson recommendations, Mr. Paulley scored both 
provincial and federal governments for failing to be “on their 

toes" when a polar route linking Winnipeg “was set up for bids,” The 
NDP leader also expressed interest in the report that the Air Canada 
management had "misled the community and employees for years” in 


regard to its plans, ° 


68 WFP, May 18, pp. 1 & 3; and May 19, 1966, p. 1. 
69 WFP, My 20, 1966, p. l. 
70 WFP, May 21, 1966, p. 29. 
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In Northern Manitoba residents faced inflated power mtes as 
populations declined and industrial development lagged, But Premier 
Roblin's announcements were welcomed with tremendous enthusiasm, as we 
have noted, Technical schools, electric power, highways, health ser- 
vices, forest industry, Frontier colleges, community development, 
parks and recreation, and mineral exploration incentives, were all 
part of the mixture of Conservative promises and policies for the North 


Liberal and NDP candidates deplored unequalized power rates, 
and, in a telling editorial, the Herald of The Pas attacked MLA Keith 
Alexander (Conservative--Roblin) who had argued against southern Mani- 


tobans sharing the cost of northern power since diesel costs in the 

north made power more expensive, The editors wrote with bitter sarcasm: 
We feel sorry for Mr. Alexander and his southern neighbours and 
constituents, They have shown so much concern over the loss 
sustained in revenue to The Pas from the Grand Rapids Dam destroy- 
ing fishing, hunting and trapping. We admire their coumge in 
accepting our tax dollars for their floodways, permanent and 


temporary, for the Pan-American Games, for their metro bridges, 
We could go on and on, Theirs is a hard lot indeed,72 


In more southerly constituencies Liberal loudspeakers blared 
"Roblin says he is going to develop the north but keep one hand on your 
pocketbook because you're the ones that will be paying for it," 72 As 
Duff Roblin tzavelled through south-west Manitoba (Rivers, Reston, 
Virden and Boissevain) he spoke of crop insurance, farm credit, educa- 
tion costs and government aid to constituencies, elderly persons’ 
housing, and park pace lcensnt an In Deloraine and Hartney, street 
programs, hospital facilities,and “consolidation and high cost of 


education bore by the local taxpayer," were the dominant issues,’ 


71 Advertisement for Utilities Minister Jack Carroll, The 
The Pas Herald, June 15, 1966, p. 5. 

72 Editorial: "North and South,” The Pas Herald, May 4, 1966, 
Pe 3 

73 The Globe and Mail, June 23, 1966, p, 3. This particular 
loudspeaker was located at Rivers, Manitoba. 

74 The Globe and Mail, June 23, 1966, p. 3. 


75 The Deloraine Times and Star, June 23, 1966, p. 3. 
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In the Transcona area and interlake districts dminage 
problems left a frustmted and impatient electorate. That same 
electorate called for its share of industry, vocational schools, 


and connecting ipweuans 


Other areas along the shores of Lake Winnipeg and the 
Winnipeg River (Riverton, Gimli, Winnipeg Beach, Icelandic River, 
Pine Falls and Powerview) cried out for flood assistance, blaming 
the provincial power developments for rising water levels. One 
Gimli resident remarked: 

We feel this is a little unfair that when the water cycle is 
low they (the provincial government) {sic] retain the water 
to suit themselves and when the cycle is high they just spill 
it all over us here without any regard to the effect, 

Agriculture Minister Hutton called the above statement 
“completely uninformed.” He denied that the province held water back 
when it was low and described as “infinitesimal,” Manitoba's control 
over waters that influenced lake levels,” 


Personality Issues. 


There were issues of a “personality” nature in this 1966 cam- 
paign, as well, Gildas Molgat faced charges that he could no longer 
unite the rural and urban elements in his own party. The urban 
Ginger Group, which made little attempt to hide its differences with 
Mr. Molgat and announced its desire for a reconsideration of leader- 
ship following the election, was evidence enough of a Liberal split, ”° 


Russ Paulley suffered from a respiratory ailment which 
Liberals seemed to rejoice in calling to the attention of electors, 


And Duff Roblin still waited for an invitation to federal 
leadership. The Free Press joined those who saw an important issue 


at stake, 


76 The Transcona News, June 16, 1966, p. 1. 
77 WFP, June 13, 1966, p. 3. 
78 The Globe and Mail, June 21, 1966, p. 3. 
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In the past, Mr, Roblin was quite definite that his duty lay 
with the province, But more recently he has indicated that if 
a "call" were forthcoming from Ottawa he would not be deaf to 
it. Should this be the case, it may be that those people who 
vote Conservative on June 23rd will be voting for a party whose 
leader does not intend to stay with it much past election day, 7 
This is a matter worth the serious consideration of each voter, 7 


As for Premier Duff Roblin, having withstood some pressure to 
run federally in 1965, he announced on national television: "I don't 
know whether there is a call for me to take part in national affairs 
at the present time, I haven't heard a call." = 


79 Editorial: "Mr, Roblin's Plans," WFP, June 9, 1966, p. 43, 
80 McClintock, "Winnipeg Letter," p. 13. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1966, 


PARTY SEATS POPULAR Loe ies 
WON VOTE VOTE WON 
Progressive Conservatives OL 129, 887 39.9 oh 
Liberals 14 109, 364 33.6 24.6 
N.D.P. 11 72,558 22.3 19,3 
Social Cfedit us 12,457 3.8 BLA) 
Communist Party --- 638 2 “=< - 
Others wel pe oe 766 2 -“-- 


The one deferred election in Churchill constituency was won 
(and included above) by Gordon Beard, Progressive Conservative, on 
July 7. Mr. Beard shortly thereafter left the government ranks to 
become an Independent in protest over government inattention to the 
north, 


The results of the voting simply reinforced traditional pat- 
terns, Only 8 per cent of the NDP vote came from the 20 south and 
west constituencies, while 31.9 per cent of the party's 72,558 sup- 
porters (the largest since 1945) came from the 7 north Winnipeg 
ridings. 

The NDP took 45 per cent of the popular vote in the north 
Winnipeg ridings compared to 27.4 for the Conservatives and only 
22.3 for the Libemls. 


The pattern in the 20 south and western constituencies which 
we have been examining in each of these campaigns also remained 
unchanged, Only 30 votes separated the Conservative and Liberal 
parties, 38,674 to 38,644, While both of these parties took 43 per 
cent of the popular vote in these rural ridings, Social Credit took 
7.5 per cent and the NDP only 6,5 per cent, 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1966, 
Ma jor, Province-wide, Clusters. 


1. Economie Growth and Roblin Record. (Cluster), 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 


Government spending, achievements 
Debt, taxes, borrowing, 

Cost of industrial expansion, 
Population decrease and labor exodus, 
Heating Fuel tax. (Side). 

Control by EDC, (Side), 


2. Education, 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 


Tax burden, (Perennial), 

Education planning 

Need for vocational and technical schools, 
Teachers’ shortage and graining needs, 


3. Agriculture. (Liberal Left). 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 


Rural poverty. 

Cost-price Freeze and government role, 
Rural sewer and water facilties, 
Management or land ownership. 
Decentralization of agriculture agencies. 
Purple gas tax. 

Vegetable marketing regulations, 


4, Major, Local. 


B. C. Pea Grower's Suit, 

Closing of Air Canada Maintenance Base, 
Northern Industrial Development, 

Local Street Programs, 

Unequalized Power Rates--North vs, South, 
Drainage. 

Vocational Schools, 

Connecting Highways. 

Floor Assistance 
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Ma jor, Province-wide, Separate. 


5. Hospitals and Medical Prefessionals Shortage, 


6, Nelson River and Monaca A, G, Developments. (Speculative), 
Te Medicare -- Fees and Compulsory vs Voluntary Nature, 


8, Government Support of Education and Jobs for Indians and Metis, 
(Ethnically Relevant. ) 


9. Decentralization of Welfare Services, 
10, Needs and Accomodation For Elderly, (Sectional). 


11. labor, (Liberal Left). 
(a) Non-union participation in strike votes. 
(b) Minimum wages and vacations-with-pay legislation, 
(c) Unions as legal entities. 
(a) Exodus of skilled labor, (see 1 (d) above) 


(e) Labor-management structures, 


Minor. 


Consumer Protection. 

Ginger Group Independence of Liberal Leader, (Political), 
Closing of Bissett Gold Mine. (Local). 

Choice of Provincial Flag. (Dead). 

Park Development. 


Personality. 

J. Christiansen--Land Purchase, (Perennial). 

J. Christiansen--Newspaper Advertisements, (Political) 

G. Molgat’s Leadership vis-a-vis Ginger Group, (Political) 

R. Paulley's Illness, (Social) 

D. Roblin--Aspirvations for Federal Leadership (Political perennial) 
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HOW ED SCHREYER'S NEW DEMOCRATS 
PerseNr aE byw On 
pel tie OfO0cPeY MANITOBA 


MAY 22 TO JUNE 25, 1969 


| Slt le ae LEADER CANDIDATES 
Progressive Conservatives Walter Weir 57 
NDP Ed Schreyer 57 
Liberals Robert Bend 57 
Social Credit Jacob Froese 6 
Communist Party : cere 2 
Independents w--- 5 


57 single member plurality districts 


Political Events: 1967 to 1969. 


Canada's centennial was observed in Manitoba by the hosting 
of the Pan-American games; by granting of the freedom to employ 
French as a language of instruction for up to one half of the school 
day for schools in predominantly French-speaking areas; and by the 


{ntroduction of a fivé per cent sales tax, 


The Progressive Conservative Party of Canada observed 
Canada's 100th year by dethroning its leader, John Diefenbaker. Duff 
Roblin contested the federal leadership of his party in September, 1967 
and, when he lost to Robert Stanfield of Nova Scotia, held to his 
promise that he would resign as Premier of Manitoba, win or lose, 
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On November 25, 1967 Walter Weir, Minnedosa MIA since 1959, and 
former Minister of Municipal Affairs and Highways and Public Works, 
was chosen as the new party leader, and hence, Premier of the 
province, The choice of Walter Weir seemed by most observers to 
reflect a reaction to Mr. Roblin in that the large Minnedosan was 
much more representative of small "c" rural conservatism and 


financial eedrenchnentee 


Mr. Weir moved much more cautiously on all fronts, Even in 
these years of bilingual and bicultural concerns Walter Weir 
expressed his opposition to any special status for the province of 
Quebec, He deeply frustrated Franco-Manitobans with his declara- 
tions of "“gradualism" on language questions inside Manitoba .- The 
province's joining of the federal medicare scheme was moved farther 
ahead into the future by Mr, Weir to April 1, 1969. In anticipation 
of the inevitable, Manitoba doctors demanded and got a higher fee 
schedule and the right to "extra-bill” patients on top of the 25 per 
cent premium increase Manitobans were not compelled to pay under 
their Manitoba Medical Services plan. One of the MMS founding medical 
practitioners confessed: "MMS has changed from a service plan for low 
and middle income people to a doctors’ scheme to get maximum money from 
the public. MMS has been paying us much more over the years than we 
would be able to get from our patients ourselves.° It seemed that 
only lengthy protests and an MPL demonstration on the steps of the 
legislative building obliged Premier Weir to set the April lst entry 
dataxt These years of increased costs for medical expenses and the 
alleged insensitivity of the medical profession prepared the way for 
one of the major issues in the 1969 campaign. 


1 See Jackson, Centennial History, pp. 256-258, and Petersen, 
"Ethnic and Class Politics,” pp. 104-5, 
2 Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics,” pp. 106-7, 


3  Marngaret Harper, "The Great Medicare Swindle,” Canadian 
Dimension, September-October, 1968, p. 28. 


4 Peterson, "Ethnic and Class Politics," p. 105 
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In a nationally televised federal-provincial conference on the 
constitution Walter Weir had gained prestige in Manitoba by his defense 
of western interests and by his position of "gradualism" against Prime 
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau. In by-elections held on Februmry 20, 
1969 Premier Weir*’s Conservatives won three of four seats contested, 

a reflection, it seemed, of his “rumblings against Ottawa.” The 
federal Liberals were being blamed for the low price for wheat and 
lacking grain sales. The Manitoba Federation of Labor, embittered by 
the closing of Winnipeg's overhaul base in favor of the centmlization 
of Air Canada services in Montreal, sponsored newspaper advertisenents 
captioned: “Is the Just Society Just for Quebec?" The disillusion- 
ment with Mr. Trudeau*s Liberals had been reflected in the by-elections 
where local Liberal candidates had sunk to a new low, an average 27 
per cent ees Leader Gildas Molgat of eane-Manitoban background 
resigned within a weé& of the results, In a convention on May 10, 
Robert Bend, former Health Minister of the by-gone Douglas Campbell 

era was elected leader over several younger opponents, It appeared 
that the back-room oldsters meant to hold the party to the same trmdi- 
tional rural conservatism by which Mr. Weir had found recent winning 
ways. 


In the spring session, just prior to dissolution a redistribu- 
tion bill was passed which gave Winnipeg an additional seven seats 
(now to total twenty-seven), gave a second seat to Brandon, and created 
a new northern constituency around Thompson, The changes meant a 
majority of urban seats over rural seats (29 to 28) for the first time 
in the province's history. 


With his stock riding high, the Liberals in disarray, and the 
New Democrats planning their own leadership convention in late June to 
replace ailing Russ Paulley, Premier Weir called the election, 


5 Walter Stewart, "The Coming Showdown With The West," 
Macleans, July, 1969, pp. 35 and 39. The article cites Art Coulter, 
executive secretary of the MFL as saying of the transfer: "There is 
no doubt in my mind that this decision was a political decision made 
for the benefit of Quebec and against the interests of Manitote," 


6 CAR (1969), p. 126. 
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However, one further major issue may have precipitated the 


election call. 


The Key Cluster: Southern Indian Lake. 


As previously noted the plight of Manitoban Indians and Metis 
was fast coming a matter of public detate, In response to a report 
describing their living conditions as "among the most wretched in 
Canada,” former Conservative, now Independent, Churchill MLA Gordon 
Beard resigned his seat to draw attention to just such matters,’ 


While public attention was thus being drawn towards Manitota's 
Indians and Métis, Manitoba Hydro proposed a major 'diversion schene 
and high level dam which would demand the resettlement of 600 Indians 
and Metis whose lands would be flooded. Unexpected costs, high interest 
rates, and the development by potential customers of thermo-nuclear 
plants had changed the optimism of the first phase of the Nelson River 
development as touted in June of 1966. Now Manitoba Hydro proposed 
to divert 80 per cent of the waters of the Churchill River into the 
Nelson in order to assure ample water for the power generating plants 
like Kettle Rapids, The diversion would be accomplished via Southem 
Indian Lake (sixty miles northwest of Thompson) whose level would be 
yaised by some thirty-two feet. The 600 Indians and Metis who lived 
on the shores of the lake were amongst the most prosperdus native 
people in the province, having proven themselves to be highly success- 
ful trappers and fishermen, Once a license for damming the lake was 
granted to Manitoba Hydro these people would be forced to move, with 
compensation of $60,000 promised from the crown corporation.® 


As soon as public hearings began in early January it was 
evident that opposition to the entire scheme, including resettlement, 


7 Peterson, “Ethnic and Class Politics,” p. 105, 


8 Eric Wells, "Is Being Premier of Manitoba as Comfortable 
as Ed Schreyer Makes It Look?," Saturday Night, October, 1969, pp. 43+ 
lit; Jackson, Centennial History, pp. 258-59; and CAR (1969), pp. 
126-28 ) 
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was widespread, The government now argued that the flooding of 
Southern Indian Lake was essential for the viability of the entire 
Nelson River project. It was that or power shortages “on the coldest, 
darkest day of winter," said Kris Kristjanson, Hydro's assistant 
general manager.’ 


Reports submitted by four University of Manitoba professors 
raised serious doubts whether the government had in fact considered 
all the alternatives, Resource Minister Harry Enns claimed the 
government intended to grant the license and that no further cross- 
examination of hydro officials would be necessary, He refused to 
make public the government's $6,400,000 worth of reports on the 
scheme, At this point the Indian community and its spokesmen lost 
faith in the government, But within days the hydro reports were 
leaked to the press and the government*s intransigeat position 
became almost impossible. Public hearings reopened during the 
legislative session but Mr. Enns remained irrevocably committed to 
granting the license, 


Both NDP and Libezal parties refused to support such an 
action in the house, with the NDP voting against proceeding with 
the development until further information was available. The 
Liberal members abstained, 


On May 20, 1969, the four University of Manitoba professors 
stood by their earlier charges that the government had taken a narrow 
single-purpose view of the hydro development. Manitoba Hydro’s 
view, they argued, now supported by the "leaked reports," over- 
looked the economic destruction of fishing, trapping, wildlife, 
forestry, tourism and possible ill effects on places like Churchill 
as regards its water supply and a change in ice patterns in the port, 
At this same time, just a few days before Walter Weir was to dissolve 
the legislature, opposition spokesmen tried desperately to persuade the 
government to make its four technical reports public, Indian leaders 


9 C. W. Conick, “The Tragedy of South Indian Lake," 
Canadian Dimension, February, 1969, p. 9. 
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and their legal counsel demanded a royal commission and court injunc- 
tion against granting the license, Thirty Indian demonstrators failed 
4n their attempt to see Mr. Weir and obtain copies of a task force 
report on the proposed flooding. 


At the very moment that Gildas Molgat was condemning the 
government, only seconds away from calling for the resignation of 
Resources Minister Enns, Lieutenant-Governor Richard S. Bowles entered 
the house to mke the dissolution official, !° 


The standstill situation for the Southern Indian Lake (SIL) 
project caused by dissolution would cost the government $1,000 per 
day noted Sid Green, candidate for the NDP leadership, as the campaign 
began in earnest. It was enough money, he argued, to wipe out any 
alleged economic advantage of the. government's plan, It was the 
inability to obtain information from the government which was at issue 
from Mr. Green's point of view, 


The losses incurred are a direct result of the government trying 
to hide the fact that they are past the point of no retum ona 
project which subsequent events have revealed to be of question- 
able economic validity, The abruptness with which the legislature 
was dissolved made it impossible for those of us who were 

involved in the Southern Indian Lake debate to make a public 
assessment of the facts when were ferreted out at the public 
utilities board hearings. 


As Sid Green and Ed Schreyer travelled together, campaigning 
against Premier Weir and against each other for the leadership of their 
own party, they both advocated a low level diversion scheme, They were 
not opposed to the development of hydro potential but were convinced 
that the low level diversion, as opposed to the government high level 
proposal, would be equally as effective and less costly, and would make 


movement of the Indians at the South Indian Lake colony unnecessary, 


10 Gonick, "South Indian Lake," pp. 9-10; CAR (1969), pp. 
126-8; and WFP, May 20, 21, 22, and 23, 1969. 


1l WFP, May 29, 1969, p. 10. 
12 WFP, June 2, 1969, p. 12. 
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The new leader Ed Schreyer, once having achieved the leadership 
at the NDP convention, moved ahead to June 7th, explained that his work 
as Selkirk MP in Ottawa put him at some disadvantage regarding details 
of the SIL proposal. "But," he said, explaining cost differences on 
the two alternatives, ~ 


ee it seems the relative cost between the high and the low is not 
that great, The high option necessitates two or three bridges, 
not included in cost estimates, and this would bring the differ- 
ence to less than $5 millions. 

Add to this the advantages of avoiding an enlarged lake with 
flooded forest, timber and wild life considerations, not having 
to relocate the inhabitants--on the basis of information I have, 
it would seem that it could well be that the second option should 
be taken, 

Artificial transplanting of people has failed in the rast... 
we would go for the second option even if it cost 1$ or 2 million 
more, 


Liberal leader Bend favored a low level waterway involving waters 
from lake Winnipeg. He insisted that no license should be granted to 
dam Southern Indian Lake, He called for the development of nuclear 
power, noting that his comments were now voiced with access to the 
long secret government reports. 


Defences of the government's scheme were made by Manitoba Hydro 
officials and the Resources Minister, Kris Kristjanson, Assistant- 
General Manager of the government corporation, explained to the Thompson 
Chamber of Commerce during the campaign that his corporation was faced 
with providing a doubled power output every eight years, with mining 
locations 1i1Ke Thompson doubling every four or even two years. Low 
level alternatives would provide only 20 per cent of water stomge 
capacity and 60 per cent of the power production capability of the 
cheaper high-level diversion, he argued, The net yearly advantage of 
the high-level scheme he calculated at $1,000,640, Questioned by Joe 
Borowski (NDP--Thompson ) he commented on resettlement of the Indian and 
Métis persons along the lake shore. 


13. WEP, June 11, 1969, p. 56. 
14 WEP, June 20, 1969, p. 1. 


tr 


+ 


seer an vhe ak Verterer veer wal ie | ‘vat sae a shi 


avinbamt ate Soveidan eee eet 
oy a aie sand. hontai gas at C 
ai ey antec “opue Neecbee tt out 
oc anode’? Bb te wuistatynt or 


; | Pah ase . ee Se ua . 

soap wh wot A Se Veptet ath) costal es oui ra Mm 

“ase rh are td vee owed: met ad LY 3 wea htipor ie uy 

weaTirh ale pated n Li pnt fan: “pov antieg fon mt 

: Ne eine EEE 2 aa 

ie .tw. eobat bicalre te With tonn, Bo) “ssesginkeuw = Lol 

aby Sv nyt” Seat’ MOE ereiienod eRe Situ fie poduri on 

A veraint eo aiprs Fite sow a oe N 

i pal eget, pokige fh erm Wh tat | wt She ag ateh wi 

"yy eee ae? wticadal pet bah, pail: per te beens 
ment kee S$ et ed ie ot tL neve hia 


brite 


i at 
i oy 


of hating od Divot eprookt wi rae, atant mn 
ty od Doar TP aR init bit sate * a 


ie ; 


cee st Jos iia ee aa ew a peasy eee y 
Jnadetoed sacral tea ate | “tore seezivoweh 
conyone® ante ot hoa balers: ited an 
wy ee nodt aneqrtas ek 8 Eas ae gestae 
write AEM, eraey, delahe. que” ote 10, Rencg pat 
ony poe ary ct, care me waved ein gattdund: romana ALL gat 
| _epttede, sobia te 6 08 oh okt. ‘wh. breay Laer new? aan, 
eth ti. ef thidom ne seca rca, ae, Het to t500 ‘goq 08 bad: bisaqas 
po: eiguetenete eheimony rn ott. ‘Rica ot sno hereyth, Laver~iatd: agent’ | 
not Wh banothanap G6 0004IR 42.bm) aluolan wt ededoe Leveterptel wt 


~o 1 


— brad Mi Petersen’ 6 dotrennoe tat (doaqaod'ta0H) ihe 7 sie 3 iy 


i Th 
woe . 
iat j 


eh We aay Mei ‘inset er api am a RY 


as a go 


& 


) ee in } 
Te a noe hh aay «a0 


ee erry 


ie 
a0 i A ‘ a 7 pi: : ye. a F ] 
Le te Nac’ # ica sine inal saan biel mit 7 
} ee Pik > ol : / ‘ial an P 
yn Oh an ae on 1) + “theg) Sys Wm 
ss ae } ee wae ; Ss . “th Re wae r, 
—' . ‘sign % Pr i me | at ea er i adh iA ry ‘BA 
y os ie mee : is | Py Uh hair ¢) ay 
ye ye Be hi | Hin 
A a pb 7 Ee | Pee Oy 
i of Fees ae 1 eu a ma ai th a 


681 


The Hydro would meet all the costs of moving the people, con- 
structing new houses as well as building a floating fish process- 
ing plant. The removal of the Indian graves in the area will be 
done in accordance with the wishes of the people, Provision 
will also be made for an upgmding education program, The 
choosing of the site of the new community will be entirely up to 
the Indians to decide, 

Mr. Kristjanson also warned against further studies--what he 


called "studyitis"--when $6,400,000 had already been spent on research, !? 


Resources Minister Enns in debate with Robert Bend warned 
that the Indians in the settlement would soon be subject to a declin- 
ing standard of living unless they relocated and accepted a government 
welfare guarantee until 1980, Pointing to a decline in the fish 
population, he observed of the community, "Right now there is little 
welfare, but with the kids coming, in five years it will be the same 
as all the others, they'll be drawing the dole.” He also argued that 
alternative schemes of hydro development could add 50 to 60 per cent 
to hydro bills and discoumge large industries from locating in northem 
Manitote .2° 


The deeper levels of the SIL issue expressed by wildlife 
leaders and community spokesmen of a myriad of groups concerned with 
the Indians, conservation of wild life, and the environment, were 
perhaps best voiced by a Mrs. Davis Daycock addressing the Public 
Utilities Board, Her loudly applauded comments accused the government 
of an inhuman lack of sensitivity to the intangible facets of the SIL 
question, She was referring, in particular, to the feelings of the 
native residents of the area, She saw an ominous similarity 
between the use of as many Indians as possible to carry out the project 
and the employment of Jews in Warsaw ghettoes as operators of doors 
on the ovens in death camps. Her reaction to the demand for economic 
development at all costs reflected a new or renewed perspective of the 
late sixties «hich focused attention on minority rights, protection 


15 WEP, May 27, 1969, p. 10 
16 WEP, June 24, 1969, p. 1 
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of the human and natural environments, and a concern for human or 
inner development in contradistinction to economic development, 
Her comments seem to reflect some of the underlying concerns of the 
1969 campaign. 
»e.the notion of the goodness of (material) [sic] progress must 
be rejected forever. Those who in the past espoused this view 
left misery and ugliness as their offspring... 

Unfortunately progress has come to be a near synonym for 
the word “more,” more busses, more cars, more fur coats, more 
golf clubs, more electric washing mchines and more electric 
tooth brushes, 

But "more" does not necessarily mean “good” or “better,” 
These things do not mke us good men, Surely what is more 
important is to be sane, balanced and whole men--men who care 
about the quality of life, 17 

Material progress should not be confused with God. 

Mrs. Daycock's views mirrored a growing concern for the conse- 
quences of "progress" to both the physical environment and the spirit- 
ual quality of life. Similar concerns were apparent after farmers 
requested a six inch lowering of Lake Manitoba to facilitate the growing 
of hay in low marshlands. The area affected consisted of 35,000 acres 
of large shallow bays and marshes at the south end of the lake, Dr. H. 
Albert Hochbaum, director of the Delta Wildlife Research Station spoke 
at special hearings at Portage la Prairie. Dr. Hochbaum explained how 
a lowering of the lake would end the fluctuation in water source to the 
marshes thus destroying a delicate chain of life, Mud and disease 
would replace the nesting places of ducks, geese and muskrats, He 
estimated the total value of hay that could be grown in the area at 
$5,000, the loss in number of ducks alone at 10, 00018 Concern for Lake 
Manitoba and its marshes fell into the larger pattern of concern being 


set by Southern Indian Lake, 


17 WEP, May 21, 1969, Dewise 


18 The Globe and Mail, June 7, 1969, p. 8; and WFP, June 3, 
1969, p. 18. 
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The Election Call Issue, 


On May 22 Premier Walter Weir gave as reasons for his election 
call that he desired public approval of his stand at constitutional 
conferences and of his northern development policies including SIL. 

He also desired approval for his various tax control measures, agricul- 
ture policies and plans t6 control education costs by more direct 
control over local school board spending. “You must remember that no 
party in Manitoba under present leadership has received such a mandate 
from the people," Mr. Weir announced, "In the past eighteen months 


there have been leadership conventions for every party ."-9 


Tourism Minister Jack Carroll defended dissolution by claiming 
that opposition parties had been campaigning for three months, that 
1970 would be a poor time for an election because of Manitoba centennial 
celebrations and that the newly approved constituencies would result 
in fairer representation.” 


Politicians of all stripes were angered by the sudden dissolu- 
tion. Much legislation had been left unapproved, Metro councillors 
were angry because a bill to approve reduction of bus fares for old- 
age pensioners had not been considered, Another bill which would have 
doubled a provincial grant to the metro transit system also failed 
of completion, as did a bill to allow councillors to run for the 
legislature without first resigning as a councillor and yet another 
bill allowing a tax-freeze to encourmge development in greater Winnipeg! 


Russ Paulley pointed to other incomplete areas of proposed 
legislation, including SIL, @ proposed Ombudsman, and new financial 
arrangements for schools and bargaining rights for teachers. Robert 
Bend's criticism of dissolution focused on the unnecessary costs of 


19 WFP, May 23, 1969, p. 1; and The Financial Post, May 24, 
1969, p. 2. 

20 WFP, June 3, 1969, p. 42. 

21 WFP, May 23, 1969, p. 3. 
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by-elections for an incomplete session, with total election expend- 
itures likely to reach $1,800,000.°" 


One columnist summed up the election call as sheer exped- 
jency on Premier Weir's part, while he was still in the "television 
limelight” and before fall tax bills were received by taxpayers, 


In short, we're having an election now, Now-- before 
people have forgotten how their Premier looks in living 
colour, before Trudeau starts talking back, before the 
medicare bills hit, before the local tax bills hit, while 
farmers’ hopes are still high, while the opposition part- 
ies are at a disadvantage. And before Southern Indian 
Lake sinks in, 

SO we are, so we are, But wouldn't it be interesting 
if it tured out that the voters in Manitoba are not quite 
as witless and gullible as Mr. Weir seems to think we are? 


In the same issue the Winnipeg Free Press called the Pren- 
ier's action in calling an election with so much unfinished busin- 
ess "most reprehensible," “What a hell of a way to run a province, 
His decision seems to be based on nothing stronger than political 
panic,” the newspaper charged, “He has...put the political fortunes 
of his party ahead of the welfare of the people of Manitoba, and 
done it blatantly and crudely." The paper feared that just this “un- 
finished business" would become the election platform of the govern- 
23 


ment, 


In the context of this perennial issue of dissolution and 
an election seemingly called for reasons of political expediency, Ed 
Schreyer promised that an NDP government would propose legislation 
so that no government could call an election without either first 
being defeated in the house, or serving out its term of office. 

“The argument that a premier should have elbow room is not logical," 
Mr, Schreyer insisted. "Certain rules should be set before the game 
starts. Any premier worth his salt should be able to defend his 


24 
government's action at any point in time.” 


22 WFP, May 28, 1969, pp. 1, 18. 
23 Column: “Under the Dome," and. Editorial: 
"Political Panic,” WEP, May 23, 1969, p.43. 


24 WEP, June 16, 1969, p. 21. 
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The Government Record 


The government which went to the Manitoba electorate did so 
determined to make an issue of its "firm grasp" on the Manitoba 
economy, Premier Weir in most of his speeches, along with most Con= 
servative newspaper advertisements, spoke of two balanced budgets 
without tax increases in two consecutive years; an unprecedented pro- 


25 


vincial example in recent years, 


“We are not going to the people with a shopping list” Premier 
Weir said in defense of his party's campaign to stick with the record 
of the past; the road progran, construction of eld-age hames and hosp- 
itals, the government's outspokenness on constitutional matters, and 


26 The Conservative 


a significant rise in most manufacturing areas, 
strategy was to stress industrial and economic development pointing to 
increased investments, more jobs, and more huge developments like the 
Nelson River project. The Conservative Winnipeg Tribune lauded Prem- 
ier Weir throughout the campaign, showing pictures of him cutting 
ribbons and opening new developments.” “Manitoba gives every sign of 
being on the threshold of @ m jor economic and industrial upsurge," 


the Tribune and Conservative stalwarts proclained,° 


The Liberal Free Press, on the other hand, condemned the 
Roblin-Weir record as largely one of spending, debt and taxes, The 
Liberal paper looked back at a Campbell budget of $80,000,000 in 1958, 
comparing it to the recent $378,000,000 of Walter Weir's government, 
Debts had increased from $30,000,000 to $150,000,000 and had been as 
high as $187,000,000, There were, said the Free Press, "increased 
fees and charges for everything the government has a finger in” in- 
cluding provincial income tax, five percent sales tax, and high taxes 
on tobacco, liquor and gasoline, Schools were "flossier” and bigger 
but not better, and more jobs were made available in the Industry and 


25 WEP, May 29, p.l: and June 3,1969, p.4. 

26 WEP, June 3, p.12; June 4, p.l; and June 21,1969,p.7. 
27 The Globe and Mail, June 24, 1969, p.8. 

28 Editorial, Winnipeg Tribune, June 26, 1969, 
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Commerce Department then in the rest of the province, the Winnipeg 
daily quipped.°? 


Both Messrs, Schreyer and Bend criticized the government for 
its “barrenness of ideas and imagination." They, like the Free Press, 
saw the loss of key cabinet ministers in retirement as an indication 
of such barrenness, The closed doors, secret reports and “decisions 
without discussion” were all seen by Liberal Bend as part of the Con- 
servative failures °° Mr. Schreyer saw Premier Weir's reluctance to 
propose or defend a Conservative program as a further indication of 
his party's collapse, 


CI the entire last legislature session the premier 
spoke not more than twice to defend his own policies, 
Yet he expects Manitobans to vote for policies neither 
defended not explained...certaihly the man who took 
over has no ideas at all, And what is the premier's 
office all about? Is it a nice big office where you 
light up big cigars and drivefround in black Buicks? 
Is that what it is all about? 


Federal Issues: (1) Taxes and Tax-Sharing. 


Walter Weir left the election battlefield behind him to attend 
a federmaleprovincial conference in Ottawa in early June. His absence 
merely intensified his seeming lack of willingness to confront the 
4ssues of the campaign, One commentator remarked that the Premier's 
“personal campaign has been conspicuous by its apparent absence ,">* 
The conference was not a nationally televised event but Ed Schreyer's 
RDP leadership victory received detailed coverage by all media in the 
province, The young leader remained center stage for the balance of 
the campaign. Premier Weir returned to push what many felt were the 
"straw-men” issues of federal politics, constitutional questions such 


as bilingualism and tax-sharing agreements, From some opposition 


29 Editorial: “Time for a Change,” WFP, May 27, 1969, p.2l, 
and Editorial: "A Stronger Voice," May 29, 1969, p. 37. 


30 WFP, June 9, p.l; and June 14, 1969, p.4. 
31 WFP, June 10, p.8 and June 11, 1969, p.56. 
32 WFP, June 21, 1969, p.59. 
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perspectives the talk on such matters smacked again of political 
expediency, since they drew attention from more distressing provin- 
cial quarrels like SIL. Whatever Nr. Weir's motivation, controv- 
ersies like federal provincial tax-sharing, bilingualism, medicare 
and wheat prices, although easily classed as "Federal," were 
undoubtedly the key issues in the campaign. 


Premier Weir argued for a wider provincial share of tax 
collecting powers, He favored constitutional change which would allow 
provinces to collect indirect taxes, He was confident that some 
“mechanism” could be set up to establish “spending priorities" in the 
country and determine them within provincial neans.?> Both Messrs, 
Bend and Schreyer disagreed with Premier Weir's basic position, The 
Liberal leader stood opposed to indirect taxes of any kind at any level 
of government, lest taxes become all too hidden from the taxpayer, 

“If you buy a pair of shoes, you want to know how much you're paying 
for shoes and how much in taxes," he said, “If I were going to change 
that, I would change it so even the federal government couldn't levy 
hidden taxes." Mr. Bend then described what he felt were the real 
political forces behind such a suggestion, 


We know the federal government has been letting the provinces move 
gradually toward the indirect taxation field. But if you weaken 
federal taxation, then you weaken federal ability to make equaliza- 
tion payments across the nation, If you limit Ottawa's width of 
taxation, then you limit the anna coming back to you. And who 
wants it? The Eastern provinces, 


Ed Schreyer's position was similar, Premier Weir's stand favor- 


ing a larger share of taxation power would only jeopardize Manitota's 
growth, for lack of which Mr, Schreyer held the Conservative Government 


fully responsible, 


33 WFP, June 11, 1969, p. 19. 
34 WFP, June 17, 1969, p. 1. 
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In this province we unquestionably require the continued revenue 
input which can only be derived from federal-provincial tax- 
sharing agreements which emphasize equalization and regional 
development. 

Mr. Weir’s ready agreement to water down this pattern of 
fiscal policy may well endanger the future capacity of our prov- 
ince to grow forward fast. 

Thanks in large part to his timid and listless administration, 
Manitoba is not yet in the more independent fiscal position 
enjoyed by Ontario, B. C., or Alberta.35 


The quarrel over the tax-sharing position might just as well 
have been one of those issues which serve as instrumental or even 
subservient to a larger substantive mtter. For the real problem in 
the view of many was the tax burden of Manitobans. One such citizen 
summarized themituation fully in a letter to the Free Press, as he 
reminded readers of the mft of taxes levied by the Conservative 


Government, 


ee let us remember the five per cent sales tax; hydro and tele- 
phone tax; spimaling gas taxes; the inflationary school divisions 
system that is bankrupting the rural and smaller communities; 

the compulsory hospital plan (remember how the premium has gone 
up?) ($i¢) the Manitoba Development Fund (by which the Government 
helps to set up big monopolies inst which small industries 
and small farmers cannot compete); Csic] the compulsory medicare 
plan (many will find it difficult to pay the $204 annual premium; 
will the cost of medicare skyrocket like the cost of hospitaliza- 
tion did?) [gic] Their unrealistic, plunderous, inflationary 
programs have helped to raid the pocket le of the consumer to 
the tune of unknown millions of dollars. 


Each party presented its suggestions for easing such a tax 
burden, Robert Bend introduced one of his five, in retrospect, lack- 
lustre, white papers on the subject which emphasized the principals of 
ability-to-pay, with a reduction in sales and utilities taxes, Ed 
Schreyer, too, talked of “transferring tax loads from one base to 
another,” If those who can pay don't,” he said, “it means those who 


35 WFP, June 2l, 1969, pp. 1 & US 


36 Letter to the Editor signed George C, Elias, Haskett, 
Manitoba, WFP, June 21, 1969, p. 65. 
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are less able to pay, ao,” Mr. Schreyer would follow suggestions in 
the Carter Commission report on tamtion calling for a complete reform 
of tax bases. He would end tax holidays for mining companies 

and, he said, entering another area at issue, trade all estate tax 
rebates from the federal government in exchange for equivalent lessen- 


ing of personal income tax, 28 


On the estates tax rebate question Mr. Weir had admittedly 
acted reluctantly to agree to a future retate for what he called 
"false incentives.” His government was still basically opposed to 
estate tax havens despite promises that if re-elected it would 
introduce estate tax rebate legislation. “,. AWith Saskatchewan and 
Alberta providing a haven,..Manitoba is in no position to see 
Manitobans liquidize their estates and move into other areas of Canada," 
the Premier explained.” He feared that Canadians could move and 
find legislative changes later. Liberal spokesmen condemned the 
government for its mismanagement of the entire issue. Robert Bend 
and the Free Press complained that a bill had been ready but died on the 
order paper at dissolution because Premier Weir wanted a guid pro quo 
agreement (along the lines outlined by Mr. Schreyer as it turned out) 
whose delay, and even realization, gave other provinces a distinct 
adept 


Federal Issues: (2) Bili lism. 


The second federal and constitutional issue which caught fire 
in the campaign was Ottawa's proposals for the encouragement of 
bilingualism (French and English) throughout the country, One of the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Bicul- 
turalism called for bilingual districts wherever a ten per cent minority 


37 Globe and Mail, June 24, 1969, p. 8. 
38 WFP, June 21, 1969, p. 13. 
39 WFP, June 18, 1969, p. 20. 


4O wrp, June 5, 1969, pp. 12 & 33. Including Editorial, 
®Seeing the Light." 
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of citizens in a given area spoke either of the two languages. Al- 
though Walter Weir had a list of twenty-four constitutional principles 
on which he continued to challenge politicians to detate, it was tax- 
sharing and bilingualism which were the talk of the province, "The 
main topic of conversation among the farmers of the south-west and the 
heavy population of Ukrainians and other ethnic groups in north Winni- 
peg is Ottawa's forcing everyone to speak French,” was how one ob- 
server saw the campaign, i 


It was Walter Weir's position that French-Canadian rights had 
in fact been protected in Manitoba and that a progressive extension 
of such rights could be made on the language problem by a process of 
gradualism as the people became ready to support such extensions, It 
was the return of an argument often used in Manitoba history. To | 
facilitate the support of language rights and "to clear the air," Mr. 
Weir argued that the federal official languages bill should be tested 
in the Supreme Court, "before it becomes a subject of controversy 
throughout the land." Mr. Weir insisted that such a position was 
not “narrow-minded” but zather reflected Manitoba's historical toler- 
ance on the “very delicate question” of language rights. It was 
quite another mtter for Ottawa "to foist unconstitutional legisla- 
tion on the provinces,” he arene 

Winnipeg's Ukrainian-Canadian Acting Mayor Slaw Rebchuk left 
his longstanding Liberal position to run as a Progressive Conservative 
candidate in the metro riding of Point Douglas. His campaign was 
based on promises to fight for equal recognition for the languages of 
Canada's other ethnic minorities, 3 


4 The Globe and Mail, June 20, 1969, p.3. 
42 WEP, June 5, p.63; June 11, p.19 and June 13, 1969,p.15, 
43 The Globe and Mail, June 20, 1969, p.3. 
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But perhaps the most outspoken critic of the official languages 
proposals was William M, Swystun (Conservative--Burrows), Mr. Swystun 
claimed the bill contradicted the spirit of a "Canadian Mosiac” prof- 
fered by Prime Minister Trudeau and infringed on provincial rights. He 
was angry with the federal Prime Minister for having kept silent ona 
brief presented to him on behalf of 500,000 Ukrainian-Canadians, 
Arguing that the languages act would have serious repercussions in Man- 
itoba with its large minority groups, Mr. Swystun wrote an open letter 
to his constituents in Burrows: 


I know of many cases of productive members of the community 
whose inability to speak French has already impaired their 
chances for the civil service or other Government posts, 

It is my belief that any language compulsion is unjust 
and threatens minority rights. Comprehensive legal re- 
search has convinced me that the Act is unconstitutional 
and must be tested by the Supreme Court, 

The constituency of Burrows is representative of di- 
verse minority elements, and my forefathers were told 
that their languages were equal and that they would have 
full opportunity to keep their own language alive. The 
act completely disregards the rights of minorities, which 
we have so successfully fought for in Manitoba, The bill 
4nfringes on the provincial education systen, 

No one language group or culture is superior to another.) . 
This is a crucial issue, Your vote is extremely important, 


NDP leader Schreyer expressed his personal distaste with the 
Weir and Swystun campaigns and said of statements coming from such Con- 


servatives: 


Poisonous drivel like this cannot but harm Canadian unity, 
Anyone who has lived in Hastern Canada cannot help but 
think that what is involved in this election, is not the 
Government RF Manitoba, but the future of the Canadian 
nationhood, 


Mr, Schreyer explained his readiness to debate the matter even 
in the Winnipeg Auditorium if need be, but after the election, 


uy WFP, June 20, p.5 and June 23, 1969, p.5. 
45 Letter to the Voters of Burrows, WFP, June 24, 1969, p.5. 
6 WEP, June 24, 1969, Dec. 
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A Franco-Manitoban like MLA Larry Desjardins (Liberal-St, 
Boniface) expressed his preparedhess to bolt the Liberal Party if his 
leader Robert Bend did not make clear his stand in opposition to 
Premier Weir, Disagreeing with Mr. Weir's “gradualism” principle 
Mr. Desjardins argued: 

By using this word we are encouraging separatism and we welcome 
back prejudice, with all its division, and yes, with its hate. 
Mr, Weir and those who hear his views,..are advocating a 


retrogressive policy and we have fought too hard to bring about 
a change in the political climate of this pravtnce.47 


For the Premier's part he denied trying to make the official 
languages bill an issue. “The talk about the...bill has been by others 
coos” he insisted, noting that charges of “racism" have "no place in 
an election campaign.” 


Federal Issues; (3) Agriculture. 


As an area of concurrent jurisdiction between federal and 
provincial powers agriculture also fell into the arena of the mjor 
"federal" issues in May-June 1969, Premier Weir spoke of the need for 
a new concept of agriculture, He argued that the rising technology 
of agribusiness should cause a reconsideration of farm production, 

New products should be used as materilals for manufacturing and pro 
cessing for a world ‘market, Using a new distillery at his home 

base of Minnedosa as an example, the Premier explained: "A bushel of 
gyain shipped out of the province ina bottle was greater thana 

bushel of grain...left ina bowen. ee “We need some assistance to 
help us develop” the Premier said, He advocated shared responsibility 
by federal and provincial governments along with farmers, Mr, Weir 

and his Agriculture Minister J. D. Watt favored federal acreage payments 
as a means of aiding hard-pressed farners,°° 


47 WFP, May 31, 1969, p. 1. 

48 WFP, June 11, 1969, p. 19. 

49 WFP, June 4, p, 15; also May 29, 1969, p. 1. 
50 WFP, May 29, p. 1 and June 4, 1969, P. 75 
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The lack of wheat sales and a lowering of prices had caused 
a decline in prairie grain farmers’ incomes of $450,000,000 over the 
last two years, according to Manitoba Farm Bureau spokesmen, The 
same bureau called on all candidates to clarify their positions on 
agriculture positions particularly on new federal guidelines “promoting 
the "dynamic agriculture industry...in world tarkets," that even Mr, 
Weir spoke about, 


Storage facilities were overloaded with unsold gmin, the 
low prices and lacking wheat sales for which were the prerogative of 
the federal government and the National Wheat Board, Ina December, 
1968 visit to Winnipeg Prime Minister Trudeau had commented "Why should 
I sell your wheat,” in a reference to both wheat board and farmer 
responsibilities. But the comment came back to haunt usually strong 
local rural Liberals, One Liberal worker in south-west Manitoba 
said of the comment: "It’s even worse than C, D, Howe's ‘What's a 
Million?’ It*s beginning to take on the proportions of ‘Let them eat 
cake! ">> 


The issue of Federal wheat sales was, then, bitter and wide- 
spread, Bill Uruski (NDP=St. George) complained at Poplarfield, "Our 
provincial government should be pressing the federal government to 
find markets for our gmin instead of making a red-herring issue out 
of the language bill." 


Both Liberal and NDP opposition parties favored a two-price 
system for grain farmers to assure them of a fixed price no matter what 
the market bore, In another of his "white papers” Robert Bend criti- 
cized Premier Weir's stance against a two-price policy. He called on 
the government to help farmers move into livestock production when 
grain-marketing was not providing adequate incomes." 


51 WFP, June 11, 1969, p. 59. 
52 The Globe and Mail, June 20, 1969, p. 3. 
53 WFP, June 16, 1969, p. 21, 
S44 WEP, June 11, 1969, p. 1. 
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Mr, Schreyer argued for the two-price system for grain sales; 
advocated an enlargement of crop insurance and optional hail insurance; 
called for legislation to enable independent farmers to enter live- 
stock cooperatives before that area was taken over by large corpora- 
tions looking for tax writeoffs; and recommended government assist- 
ance to enable farmers to switch from the production of surplus to 
scarce commodities. Calling for immediate cash assistance Mr, 
Schreyer Said of the Conservative Government: “For too long the 
provincial government here has been silent or too timid in influencing 
national farm policy. As a result dairy quotas have been lost to 
Eastern Canada, there is no two-price system and farm incomes are 
falling .""° 


Sticking close to rural centres and smller gatherings the 
Premier replied in Carman that a two-price system on wheat would not 
solve the farmer cash shortage but “would encourage overproduction in 
an area already plagued by surpluses.” Premier Weir favored acreage 
payments as a stop-gap measure to enable farmers to make payments of 
interest on bank loans until their grain was worde” 


When the federal government announced general cash advances to 
needy grain farmers, Ed Schreyer expressed his disappointment. What 
the farmers needed was cash assistance, not advances, He questioned 
how such advances were to be repaid. It was, Mr. Schreyer said, “an 
appeasement, but a poor one "9? The reaction of a farmer vice-presi- 
dent of the Manitoba Farmers Union to the cash advances announcement 
seems to have summed up the attitude of many farmers in June of 1969, 

All this will do is prolong the agony. Men who couldn't pay last 


year's advances will now have an even bigger burden to carry, but 
you can't borrow yourself out of debt. 


55 WFP, June 19, 1969, pp. 1 & 6, 
56 WFP, June 20, 1969, pv. l. 
57 WEP, June 21, 1969, Daa. 
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The farmers will certainly take advantage of this, but it is 
not the answer, What the federal government should be doing 
is getting the grain mOvnG agin, They are not trying hard 
enough with export sales, 


Federal Issues: (4) Medicare, 


The last of the "federal issues" of province-wide concer was 
medicare, Although bills had not been sent to Manitobans the province 
entered the federal medicare scheme on April 1, 1969. We have already 
noted how premiums had risen for health care in Manitoba and it was 
that high cost (now $9.80 per family per month) particularly as it hit 
senior citizens and the poor, which was largely at issue, Most 
critics simply called for an adjustment in premiums to allow those 
least able to afford their premiums, NDP leadership aspirant Sid Green 
exclaimed: “Men like James Richardson pay the same premium as an Indian 
living at Southern Indian Lake,"°? Both NDP and Liberal candidates called 
for premiums tailored according to ability-to-pay. Ed Schreyer's 
promise to halve medicare premiums drew heated Conservative responses, 
Premier Weir commented as his sardonic response to ability-to-pay 
suggestions, "You could trade the premium for an eight per cent sales 
tax."°9 Alan G, Gardiner (Conservative-Elmwood) warned that Mr, 
Schreyer's "grandiose ‘promises" meant an attempt to abolish premiums 
at the cost of greatly increased taxes, Calling such a contention the 
"stupidest" statement of the campaign, the NDP leader explained that 
he would “reduce” payment by taking the difference out of ability-to- 
pay. The medicare premium is a medicare premium tax, that is the only 
way to look at it. What we want to do is to transfer this tax to 
another tax where the ability-to-pay principle is brought into use, 
That is why this is such a stupid thing to tech 


58 WFP, June 21, 1969, p. 35. 
59 WFP, June 2, 1969, p. 45. 
60 WFP, June 18, 1969, p. 45. 
61 WFP, June 20, p. 3 and June 23, 1969, p. 3. 


ie " ull bd -) ot oe . 
ert beats ie s bien Peres evo: Siaahape 
nat ivid Ved bial ween. SS a i 


sontucgs sett oriot ine OF) Oem poad tem ‘bat: mae ; 
oy aad wn PARE yD Lec me ination onion Aamiebwn 
dd. aes aac ee a dSitaet Or cents beet as ee 
ad pt aa oluloddtaag ising gag: eepat scat a8, 20 eat): dede 
tauM,, .patand 0% Yea zaw inte tony) att bra doves 
eqond, walla 2 pan ped yt Seuneid Dime, be Re vot berten Ne rm tee 
cow? 212 araxtigua gitetoheel Gis - toute, heat to! 4 oF. ty 
meer, es ict, tae, Came, Cae ee nonteiatet woasl, oXhh rat) 
Eine aentinl LirIa fi pe ful ba p “4 sath en, ges, padtint, Ried oy 
' “congenial AY « eat ie penhes os paitirrosses bat rpnat: i 
noqnet ev trerzeanc Sedaet yathl ealrdsarg, et thom. peekan 9 
eet J heh ee Or “goncghent iniebas oe ais bm, chine bear 
wea abe ot dor teghe me 208 siciaierg, al) abi Wire 
| cach sh aeke peer on i ea ce 
SRE ERO te comet 


fact biabaiiin ‘deetlat 8 gins ar 
nibs witty to ‘Died “eonibaghttb: ait ante wt ‘dreengae 
yim! efit ‘an eas ead mas Rane weno tion eh ete tro bea ott | 
ot xa bibehd ‘eakenya at tub oo net ‘e fiat, 7 yeh os Hook: Pree 
aa ‘peat sigibese et ‘aig derelrees pagnote inks Ce ered at ees 2 

| Foals cul oe) peed tere. * baie oF t anit ve eh date: 


rah i ‘atin st 8t ya sak en 
| mn ibd a Ax my i re, rg ed eat ae ‘taint athe a ee Hy N94 4 
ra RRP CMSs gs “% WRRRE, 8h ence Ps. 
| a ka 7 et, fe feat Ba € 8 o mut bt ie 


Ae Pe Ome Rec cite 
Phy vei a yt Sah 4 ‘TOs et cr ee wae 
itl cane eer at ots rn OL Ge ere Pa Ne 
7 i’ ; : ie ivy a ay ny ay on 
; aS a ith Uy Ly aa ht ea 


696 


Liberal leader Bend also called for abolition ofthe flat 
premium in favor of an ability-to-pay scheme, the same principle 
that was operative in the province’s hospitalization plan, Mr. Bend 
warned that medicare premiums could rise even higher since they did 
not include the additional $7.20 per family per month likely to be 
added for hospital Aye ieancee Robert Bend also angrily charged 
that the Weir Government had included $4,000,000 worth of provincial 
health department expenditures under the umbrella of medicare premiums 
when the expenditures had been previously financed by general revenues, 
Mr, Bend claimed that the government, rather than yaising taxes, 
attempted to disguise an increase in health spending by using the prem- 
iums, In short, Mr. Bend said on one occasion, “Manitobans are being 


overcharged $4,000,000 on their medicare Hremuimesnoe 


The medicare issue was also explosive because of the long 
reluctance of many doctors to enter the scheme. In Brandon and Thompson, 
where almost all doctors opted out of the scheme, citizens organized 
and protested against the doctor's rights to "extra-bill” patients 
the full 100 per cent of medical services compared to 85 per cent 
under the plan elsewhere in the province, Dr. M. V. Naidu, chairman 
of the Brandon Citizens’ Committee, said such extra-billing amounted 
to a third tax on Brandon residents, “Medicare,” he said, "is one 
of the most important election issues,.,..The rights and well-being of 
32,000 people cannot be subordinated to the demands of forty-six 
{ndividuals, even if they are doctors. 


At their convention during the campaign the members of the 
Manitoba Federation of Labor recommended a ban on extra billing by 
doctors who had opted out of the plan, The MPL reflected wider concerns 
as well as it called for diagnostic and preventive coverage, Such 
coverage would include dental, optical and pharamaceutical care, 


62 WFP, June 12, 1969, p. 1. 
63 The Globe and Mail, June 14, 1969, p. 8. 
64 Ibid, 
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The federation favored a one per cent increase in income tax in order 


to do away with medicare Stent tks 02 


Health and Welfare Issues, 


In the larger realm of health and welfare, generally, there 
were a number of issues which received much less attention, including 
such matters as expansion of services for the treatment of alcoholics, 
higher salaries in order to attract nurses to rural hospitals, and the 
expansion and improvement of various day care centers and homemaker 
services, The issue most talked about, however, was the province's 
seeming intention to form a joint department of health and welfare, 
As one of the sponsors of a Greater Winnipeg Social Service Audit 
Report, the government planned to devise new social service programs 
following extensive study of the report and consultation with the 
many agencies Se 


Private social agencies and professionals in various medical 
and health services were both angered by attempts by provincial civil 
servants to reshape social services, and afraid of the pending results 
of the social service audit, A government-sponsored agency to deliver 
all health and welfare services was seen by such personnel as likely 
to foster a loss of voluntary contributionsand private initiative and 
concer, They expressed their concerns at a public meeting called for 
that purpose, 


It is our belief, based on our experience,that such an impersonal 
bureaucratic organization would only dilute, if not destroy the 
very important citizen participation which can bring a multitude 
of talents and skills to the service of the private agency, and 
which also ensures that there is a feed-back of concem and know- 
ledge of the needs and problems through these concerned citizens 
to the wider business and professional communities. 


6§ Canadian labour, July-August, 1969, p. 45; September, 1969, 
p. 10; and WFP, June 2, 1969, p. 3. 

66 WFP, May 24, p. 23; May 31, p. 23; and June 4, 1969, p. 3. 

67 From a statement of retiring Social Services Minister, 
George Johnson, WFP, June 19, 1969, p. 30. 


68 WFP, June 11, 1969, p. l. 
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The release of the social service audit report one week 
before election day brought as its chief recommendation the form- 
tion of a network of neighborhood and social service centers 
sponsored and financed by the provincial government, The Free Press 
reacted to the release of the report by describing as the "real 
issue" whether voluntary or government organization could best help 
answer the rising call for social assistance, 

Both have advantages and disadvantages, Government, because of 
its personnel and financial resources, is perhaps best suited 
to operate a large, extensive program in which coherence is 
desired; but this can all so easily turn into a bureaucracy in 
which efficiency and the personal touch are lost. Voluntary 
organizations certainly are best qualified to give the personal 
care and human touch that is so: necessary in helping people; 
but where a number of small organizations operate in the same 
field, this also can make for inefficiency. 

The editorial then described the audit report's suggestion for 
decentralized neighborhood centers under provincial sponsorship as 
the best of both worlds, although perhaps the most controversial of 
the report's many recommendations. It continued: 

Voluntary agencies and workers distrust too much government 
control over what they are trying to do; some may be reluctant 
to join government service, Some agencies would be eliminated 
and would disappear, Nobody who has spent time and energy in 
promoting the objectives of voluntary agencies is going to take 
kindly to a government takeover or even an amalgamation of a 
group of agencies,09 

Health and welfare concerns at election time now also extended 
to Indians and Metis, Government and opposition candidates spoke at 
Indian friendship centers about past achievements on the one hand and 
the need for housing and better education, on the other, Ed Schreyer 
noted the need for an education curriculum which corresponded to 
Indian culture and ancestry, He called for Indians to sit in on 


provincial curriculum planning sessions.” 


69 Editorial: “Audit Report," WFP, June 19, 1969, p. 49 
70 WFP, June 13, 1969, p. 15 
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Housing Issues. 


Housing needs in a climate of rising housing and land costs 
and the generally unhealthy environments associated with ever increas- 
ing numbers of high-rise apartments were a mjor urban issue, Liberal 
and NDP spokesmen indicated how the Weir Government had failed to 
take advantage of federal grants for housing programs, Cy Conick 
(NDP-Crescentwood) attempted to explain the rise in cost of an average 
$18,500 Winnipeg home in 1965 to $23,500 in 1969. “Large tracts of 
land around the city are being amassed by speculators who plan to hold 
them until they can be sold at huge profit. The result ls an artifi- 
cial scarcity of building land.” Developers were thus forced by the 
high price of lots to put up luxury housing which would guarantee them 
a return on their investment, Mr. Conick charged. 


Opposition candidates joined the MFL in demanding provincial 
rent controls and a review of landlords and tenants legislation in 
order to provide legal rights for tenants and require landlomris to 
justify rent increases. Robert Bend, in another of his white papers, 
called for a government department of housing as did several NDP candi- 
dates, Ed Schreyer expressed opposition to stereotyped public housing 
that lacked the outdoor space so many apartment dwellers complained 
of in June 1969. "Putting people into an environment that makes them 
unhappy is not the cheapest way," he said, The NDP leader proposed 
rent-supplements as employed in Western European countries as a way of 
avoiding barracks-like developments. He also recommended a public 
housing corporation to meet the demands for low-cost housing and subsidy 
72 


rents, 


71 WFP, June 20, 1969, p. 5. 
72 WFP, June 13, p. 15; June 14, pp. 1 & 53 and June 17, 1969, 
pp. 2 & 43. 


73 See for example WFP, June 5, p. 63; June 12, p. 173 and 
June 14, 1969, p. 4 
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Education Issues, 


Education issues raged about such monetary problems as heavy 
tax burdens and a growing demand for funds to build schools, expand 
programs, fund research, and offer student loans to meet increasingly 
higher tuition fees in higher education,’ 


However, two announcements by Education Minister Donald W. 
Craik were by far the most volitile controversies in the education 
field. Mr. Craik announced that the government would expand the power 
of its public schools finance board to enable it to review all local 
school board revenues and establish a time table for teachers salary 
negotiations. The expansion of powers of the finance board was designed 
to give it jurisdiction over special municipal tax levies which up until 
that time had been determined by local school boards attempting to cover 
costs not otherwise covered by the provincial foundation program grants. 
Under Mr, Crmik's new proposal any special levy would require the 
unanimous approval of a school board or a majority vote of the rmatepyers 
in the school distriepee Tourism Minister Jack Carroll explained the 
government's concern behind the proposal by arguing that some school 
districts tended to let their costs run away with them and such actions 
"tended to become the floor level" for all other districts, The 
enlarged role of the provincial finance board would "flag down the ones 
who get out of control." The government's proposals on collective 
bargaining called for regional bargaining and a September 15 to January 
15 limit within which bargaining between trustees and teachers could 
take place. The latter proposal was ostensibly designed to facilitate 


proper mioceting.<° 


Criticism of the proposals was intense on the part of all opposi- 
tion party leaders and educational associations, Large rallies heard 
these spokesmen complain that the financial proposal curbed the freedom 


of school trustees, and limited local autonomy at a time when more 


74 WFP, May 31, p. 1; and June 3, 1969, p. 43, 
7§ WFP, June 3, 1969, p. 42. 
76 WEP, June 3, 1969, p. 43. 
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educators were thinking in terms of decentralized authority, John Enns, 
president of the Manitoba Teachers" Society argued that the proposed 
budget control would inevitably lead to provincial control of educational 
program entailing its associated loss of local initiative, community 
interest and participation. "If community involvement in education is 
to be maintained," Mr.Enns argued, “it is necessary that responsi- 
bility for the control of education expenditures remains with the 
division (school) [sic] board...." His attack continued: 

What the government is proposing is a restrictive, temporary 

measure suited to political expediency rather than to effecting 

economies in education, The teachers’ society advocates that 

the government undertake a thorough, long-range study of déducation 

finance with provision for hearings from citizens and groups of 

citizens, 7 

At a Winnipeg teachers’ rally Robert Bend said the financial 

proposal "negates a basic right of local determination of school 
affairs." "There is no question that we must evolve policies to combat 
increasing costs," the Liberal leader said, “but the answer is not to 
put total control on Broadway." Fearing the same lack of control, Ed 
Schreyer said in his tum at the rally that Mr. Craik’s financial 
proposal “would have school boards as the apparent body to whom the 
citizen must look for participation while the real and effective 
control would be an administrative organization of the provincial govern- 
ment shielded from genuine scrutiny." The unanimous voting plan Mr, 
Schreyer noted, “amounts to giving a conservative veto power to a minor- 


ity of one in every school board."”° 


Mr. Schreyer also accused the government of unfairly blaming 
school trustees for what was really a province-wide pressure to build 
and produce, In the same vein the president of the Manitoba Association 
of School Trustees charged that Education Minister Craik was trying ie 


make the trustees "scapegoats in a pretense at cutting school costs,” 


77 WEP, June 3, 1969, p. 43. 
78 WEP, June 13, 1969, pp. 9 and 12, 
79 WFP, June 3, 1969, p. 43. 


701 


noid nets sprsotton esi 


¢ iT a wee ere ‘ted Pie tates bona oy ok 
r Brine x3 als feed Fagot ‘te: pre bot at be 
ay ino.bd tebe Mi taguev Eeynt ‘een or are 


er exexriandl wits rr seer a wk plbabiens ae Sheu rs 
atoqents op nade Waciiee cone nhegae Lambe ton ob bation: 

(ga: gal epivbae Veep a ana Ree oft _ hag epabe, re f 
Qe Yo hota “amv visas (a eRe en | no; 

woe bee cnt ae Sth cn * Mey siea ih mae neeeron a 


de cetuice’s OP nas pols! och ane! ” alni ‘etna ont naan 
4 GM dria ma Rea ote ag ek sebans Sherer ea at 

hit: binky OH DY 

a Labonans? i Rand vat oq im ‘wns qe 

ee St) vine overs gah eit 13m) alr sit Peery ai ni 

evkeogihe brat Laut iad esate ootteteaaiiny not am nea 

way Lahoakverd a sokgan sieeve, eatty oie 'b 


eh eae piivey anne knanat ‘get igiatynos setting 
sarah af son ponent ore | ibid om edauoee 
cbse ad foods, meeps 


sah hin te, qbesary i oc: neleaiiee: ‘a Boswooe! alas sr | ) i | 
‘Siaut-od uniter, ebiveapnnvong # Lines. sar baw nat ‘ebeteaet paitoe 
«int abe ph site dma ot i trol bee, ody ney et ihe et ein 

rear tad! Hay Abas, vebetnnn stokd ante 8 ach freer a voters seadot $0 


Rin, afmon, Soostoe wetetun 3 wa ) ite eae i el anton ‘elit, oma 


He hil ad Kien la ai ay on Pay me 1 ‘ arp de 
bh Bi ‘ hed ke ite oh : A 
Maacnee ie dt to wea 4 eat . ‘betst48 ane 


of i Ba y bab ROCK ne, trtiets’ BY 
Hea | Ae | ‘i r | a on uae © ats Prost may 


702 


The trustees were also the “goat” for the proposal to limit 

the period of time for collective bargaining. The same spokesmen of 
the various teachers’ associations and opposition parties .condemned 
the'time limit charging that the trustees had not registered complaints 
and that no other group of employees from caretakers to superintendents 
faced such deadlines, By having given up the right to strike in 1956 
and permitted jurisdiction of their bargaining procedures to be trans- 
ferred from the Labor Relations Act to the Public Schools Act, Manitoba 
teachers were perhaps in an unfortunately unique situation, It was on 
such a basis that D. M. S. Robertson, president of the 2400-member 
Winnipeg Teachers’ Association said of the bargaining time limits 

This is nothing but the mankest of discrimination against a 

group of employees who find themselves isolated and vulnerable 

under a separate piece of legislation that is administered 

by the education minister and we cannot help but wonder whether 

the minister of labour would dare to make the same kind of 

proposal to amend the Labor Relations Act which sets out the 


collective bargaintng procedures for other employees of school 
boards, 


As a former professor of political science NDP leader Ed 
Schreyer may have seen the deeper implications of the limitations, 
Defending the integrity of the existing system of unrestricted negoti- 


ation-arbitmtion-conciliation, Mr. Schreyer observed: "Those people 
who would suggest that teachers would be effective even though their 
working conditions were imposed upon them demonstrate a profound igno- 
yance of the educational process.""= 
On the entire collective bargaining question the Education 

Minister denied any intention of interfering with the collective bar- 
gaining rights of teachers. "The machinery for collective bargaining 
is not in question,” he said at the Winnipeg teachers’ rally, "Our 
proposal would have the effect of enabling all concerned to plan their 
financial commitments in time for inclusion in the budget expenditures 
of school boards for the financial year." Mr. Craik, referring toa 
proposed commission on teacher-trustee relations, admitted alterations 
might be necessary "if after examination of the commissioner's report 


80 WFP, June 13, 1969, p.4. 
81 WFP, June 13, 1969, p.12. 
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the government decides thet wider-renging changes are required,” 62 


On the question of regional targaining the president of Mani- 
tote’s school trustees claimed his association had been assured by Mr, 
Craik as late as the dy of dissolution that such 2 propos2l mas not 
being promoted, Liberal leader Robert Bend favored 2 non-compulsory 
plan of regioml tergaining and would set up distinct regions for such 
purposes, Ed Schreyer believed the loose regional groupings the 
government seemed to have in mind would have no power to bind a number 
of school teards within it, and hence, he ssid, “A regional tearaining 
authority...is not a targaining agency at all.” ° 


The intensity of feeling on this cluster of three issues ms 
evidenced by D. M. S. Robertson’s description of Mr, Craik's proposals 
as “vicious and arbitrary.” Teachers, the president of the Winnipeg 
Teachers’ Association claimed, were "absolutely and irreversibly op- 
posed to them,” In reference to a series of four teacher-instigated 
arbitration board hearings, decided in favor of teachers" rights to 
negotiate working conditions, Mr, Robertson concluded: 

Teachers went to have a voice in shaping our education systen-- 
they want and deserve respect for their professioml ability to 
carry out their responsibilities. We do not intend to allow 
those who have never forgiven us for fighting doggedly and 
determinedly for 2 cause we knew to be right, to obtain--through 


oppressive legislation--what they could not persuade a fair and Sh 
impartial arbitration board to give then...We give fair warming, 


Local Issues, 


It would appear that the “federil issues” discussed earlier 
were the most deep-rooted and wide-spread in this cammign, Through- 
out southern districts like Pembina, Rock Lake and Souris-Killamey, 
wheat sales and shortages of box-cars, the languages bill, milread 
branch line atendonment, and high land taxes were the mijor issues, 


82 WFP, June 13, 1969, pp. i and 12. 
83 WFP, June 13, 1969, pp. il and 9. 
84 WFP, June 13, 1969, p. 4. 
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As Earl McKellar(Conservative-Souris-Killarmey) observed "I don't 


talk about federal issues...they just come up by cuemaalyastao 


In northern communities the major issue was the need for 
more and improved roads, All parties shared the concern but it was 
@ matter of extensive debate nevertheless, The election had 
delayed release of a one-man commission report on northern transporta- 
tion, and a government promise of twenty-five per cent of the highways 
budget for northern roads was still seen by some to be insufficient, 
The Free Press recorded a literal bombardment of letters and resolu- 
tions directed to the government by northern Chambers of Commerce, 
and commented editorially in a special supplement on the North: 
No matter what party forms the government after June 25th, it 
4s hoped that they will listen closely to the cries from the 
north, It is time to put on a big push to open the North of 
Manitoba, If that is where our future a oe let's make it 
possible for us to see what it looks like, 
Party leaders announced alternative programs for road building 
as well as expanded government departments for the overall economic 
development of the north, 


Suspicions reigned over the amount of public money invested in 
the Churchill Forest Industries project in The Pas, Ed Schreyer noted 
that the legislature had "never determined" what ratio of public to 
private capital had gone into the project. "We have strong suspicions," 
Mr. Schreyer noted, “that what money is in there is public development 
a The 
NDP leader called for an investigation into the use and abuse of Mani- 


money and it has been there three years and nothing has happened, 


tota's development funds in a number of projects like CFI as he correctly 
prophesied that "Churchill Forest Industries will go down as the 


85 WFP, June 21, 1969, p. 34. 


86 Editorial: "Roads to Future," WEP, June 17, 1969, (Special 
Supplement, p. B2. 


87 WFP, June 11, 1969, p. 56. 
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blackest moment in Manitoba's economic history." > The Manitoba 


Federation of Labor asked the government to test the validity of a 

CFI contract withThe Pas by which the company was permitted to dump 
fifty thousand pounds of organic waste per day into the Saskatche- 
wan River, °? And it was projects like CFI and SIL which prompted 
reports from the annual conference of the Manitoba Wildlife Federa- 
tion that their information"merely suggests that the north is a waste- 


land to be used solely as a dumping ground for giant industry ."7° 


While the “rape of the north” raged as an issue throughout 
the province Winnipeggers were exercised by questions of the high 
cost of housing and medicare, and by proposals for changes in the 
structure of municipal government, Differing proposals for both 
regional government and larger amalgamation were posited throughout 
the campaign as the Free Press compiained that "a rurally-oriented 
legislature and a massively disinterested provincial government" 
were responsible for a forty-four per cent decline in population 
in twenty-five years as well as declines in sales and employment in 


greater Winnipeg. 7~ 


Minor Issues, 


NDP leader Ed Schreyer talked extensively of plans for 
enlarged democratic participation including plans for a provincial 
ombudsman; an auditor-general's office to “report regularly to the 
legislature through a strengthened and properly staffed public 


88 The Pas Herald, June 4, 1969, as cited in Harold Chorney, 
"MDF ; The NDP Meets Big Business," Canadian Dimension, p, 44; and 
Philip Mathias, Forced Growth: Five Studies of Government Involvement 


in the Development of Canada (Toronto: James, Lewis and Samuel, 1971), 
p. 143, The latter two sources cite the extent to which public funds 
were in fact abused up to the point of Mr. Schreyer'’s decision to 
place all CFI projects under government receivership. 

89 WFP, June 2, 1969, p. 3. 

90 WFP, June 21, 1969, pp. 1 and 10 

91 Editorial: "New Heart," WFP, June 6, 1969, p. 19. 
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accounts committee”; much broader use of MLA's and legislative com= 
mittees instead of royal commissions; a consumer protection bureau to 
conduct price hearings and encourage consumer owned cooperatives; and 
a@ government information service that would move, he promised, beyond 
the "Hollywood promotion scheme" of one-way information flow used by 
existing cabinet ninisters,?- 


The NDP leader also made political mileage out of his promise 
for a government-sponsored auto insurance program, He was able to 
point to the record-low premiums available in Saskatchewan's NDP- 


intwoduced program, ?? 


Personality Issues. 


The Liberal campaign proved to be something of an embarrass- 
ment to its mid-fifties leader, Miniskirted cheerleaders led their 
leader and his "Bendwagon"bus to celebrate “Liberal days" in various 
parts of the province, “Bobby” Bend faced continual charges that his 
leadership victory was costing the party the loss of its younger 
members, The Liberals "have deliberately steered rightward to arch 
conservatism.,..led by a man who describes himself as being right of 
center, and man that is right,” Ed Schreyer Ser paren ney The NDP leader 
called his opponent's “bent wagon" gimmicks an attempt to emulate the 
1968 Trudeau campaign and there appears to be little doubt that the 
Manitoba Liberal Party suffered from all forms of association with 
its federal counterpart, 


92 WEP, June 12, p. 1; and June 20, 1969, pp. 12 and 20, 


93 Editorial: "A Positive Victory," The Globe and Mail, June 
27, 1969, p. 6. Compare Editorial: "Auto Insurance," Canadian Labour, 
February, 1969, p. 4. 

94 WFP, June 9, 1969, p. 1. Robert Bend had earlier given an 
{ndication of his political leanings when he said, "Yes, they label me 
a reactionary. I'll plead guilty to being right of center insofar as 
fiscal policies are concerned, But I want to see us getting value for 
our dollars, To do this I would establish a system of priorities to 
make certain that we spend public money wisely...As for being reaction- 
ary, would a reactionary intmoduce the measures I did when I was 
Minister of Health?" The Globe and Mail, June 23, 1969, p. 3 
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In return, both Messrs, Weir and Bend accused Russ Paulley 
and Ed Schreyer of "Marxist" and“socialistic” tendencies that would 
raise taxes, fail to initiate development, and "woo unwary voters” 
who failed to see that talk of a “social democratic” party was de- 
ceptive,”? Speaking in Brandon in the last week of the campaign 
Ed Schreyer explained his position, "Let's forget this hangup 
about the word socialism, Rather than waste time defending a word 
that has been abused for years, let's talk about social democracy 
because we're all social democrats," He later told a reporter 
®why the hell should I defend a word? Sure there's a difference 
in approach now, but the basic philosophy of the party hasn't really 
changed."” 


Meanwhile, Premier Walter Weir reportedly avoided television 
appearances and major speeches in favor of “speeding across the 
prairies in his black Buick, bantering with people in the dusty 
little towns where he has always been most comfortable ."?" 


The Results 


Two conservative parties seemed pitched against a truly lib- 
eral inheritor of whatever was progressive in the earlier Roblin 
reaction to Campbellite caution, Both Mr. Schreyer'’s progressivism 
and the elements of cautious rural conservatism of his two opponents 
were, it seems safe to say, deeprooted moods in Manitoban political 
history. The unexpected NDP victory can be explained, therefore, 
when one links these moods with the federally influenced collapse of 
the Liberal Party; the recent and seeming arrogance and failures of 
the Weir administration in such matters as medicare, Southern Indian 
Lake, Churchill Forest Industry and increased government costs 


95 WEP, June 7, p.l; June 17, p.2; and June 24, 1969,p.1. 
96 The Globe and Mail, June 24, 1969, p.8. 
97 The Globe and Mail, June 24, 1969, p.8. 
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and rising taxes; the aggrieved but newly confident minorities 
(Indians, northerners, interlakers and urban working class, ethnic 
groupings) willing to end traditional government support;. the ex- 
cellent coverage of the leadership convention and Mr, Schreyer 
thereafter; and the literal invasion of well-seasoned organizers 
who were successful at last in getting long-time "socialists" out 
of the back-rooms and out onto the young voter's doorstep, 7° 


98 Ted Chudyk, one of the many organizers made available to 

the Manitoba NDP in both the 1966 and 1969 campaigns and now Director 
of Organization has noted the traditional practice of party faithfuls 
resting on established support as in North Winnipeg. He portrays 
pipe-smoking party stalwarts engaged in armed-chair analyses of cam- 
paigns until the influx of professional organizers energized a success- 
ful membership campaign in 1969, Interview: November, 1973, Mount St, 
Vincent University, Halifax, N.S. 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS - 1969. 


TABLE I 
% % 
PARTY SEATS POPULAR POPULAR SEATS 
WON VOT= VOTE WON 

NDP 28 128, 080 38.3 49,1 
Progressive Conservative 22 119,021 35.6 38.6 
Liberal 5 80, 288 24.0 8,8 
Social Credit Zee 4, 835 1.4 1,8 
Communist -- 7h 43 a4 
Independent nu 2,020 6 1,8 

TABLE II 

REGIONAL COMPARISONS OF FOPULAR VOTS 
PARTY NORTH ALL NORTH= PROV- ALL S&W S&W 
WPG URBAN CENTRAL WIDS RURAL (INCLDG. (EXCLDG. 

RURAL BR. ) BR. ) 
NDP 62.7 45.0 42.7 36.5 29.8 2720 17.6 
PC Roar eae 32.1 Sie 39.8 45.4 47.0 
LIB. DER rn bee | yaloak 24.0 26.6 30,2 31.4 
Secs arent pets £52 5 1.4 Sige yes 3.8 
COMM, 1 ot 4 a. e 2 Sed aaa basco 
IND. 05 4 aid 6 08 esses —— 


The results as tabulated in TABLES I and II indicate that the 
NDP win was the result of the redistribution rather than any signif- 
icant change in regional voting patterns, The twenty southem and 
western seats which we have examined in each election were reduced in 
number to sixteen if we include the two Brandon seats, The NDP share 
of the popular vote in these sixteen seats was only 21 per cent, some-~ 
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what better than previous elections but still very low, If we exclude 
the two Brandon urban seats, rurél south-west support for the NDP in 
the remaining fourteen seats plummets to 17.6 per cent of the total 
popular vote, Only 10,5 per cent of the mrty’s total vote came from 
this quarter of the province's constituencies, The Conservatives took 
47 ger cent of the popular vote in the same fourteen ridings, well 


above their provincial average of 35.6 per cent, Liberals too, remined 


relatively high by taking 31.4 per cent of the popular vote, again well 
above their province-wide figure of 24 per cent. Needless to say, the 
NDP failed to win any of the fourteen seats, 

Similarly, the pattern in North Winnipeg remined unchanged, 
Instead of 7 constituencies there were now 9, with the NDP winning all 
9 of them and taking 62.7 per cent of the popular vote. Progressive 
Conservative support was 22,7 and 12.7 per cent respectively, well be- 
low their provincial averages, and in the case of the Liberals, tarely 
half of their provincial figure, Over one-quarter of the New Democra- 
tic Party's total vote (33,027 or 25.7 per cent) came from these 9 con- 
stituencies alone, (TABLE II) 

Similarly, the Liberal and Conservative Parties’ support was 


greatly unbalanced, with 30 per cent of the total support for each 
party coming from the 14 rural south and west constituencies, 


Some of the most telling differences in voting patterns, 
therefore, appeared no longer simply urban-rural or even north-south, 
although obvious differences existed at this level; rether they were 
the deeprooted historic and economic differences between the laboring 
classes of north Winnipeg, and the rural citizens south and west of 


Winnipeg, and the election issues peculiar to these regions, ?” 


99 All percentages were worked out by the author, and tased on results 


as recorded in CPG, (1971), pp.563-65. The fourteen rural constituencies 
in the region south and west of Winnipeg were now Arthur, Birtle-Russell, 


Emerson, Gladstone, Lakeside, LaVerendrye, Minnedosa, Morris, Pembina, 
Portage La Prairie, Rhineland, Rock Lake, Souris-Killarney, and Virden, 
The nine North Winnipeg constituencies included the original seven plus 


Point Douglas and Rossmere, The central and northern Manitoba (interlake 


and north) consisted of another fourteen ridings; Churchill, Flin Flon, 
Rupertsland, The Pas and Thompson in the North; and Dauphin, Gimli, Lac 
Du Bonnet, Roblin, St. George, Ste. Rose, Selkirk, Springfield and Swan 
River, central ridings. 
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES - 1969, 


Ma jor, Province-Wide, Clusters. 


1. 


3. 


Southern Indian Lake, 


(a) Resettlement of Indian villagers. 

(b) Secrecy surrounding government reports. 
(c) Economic and ecological consequences, 
(d) Alternative schemes, 


(e) Economic development versus quality of life. (concern). 


Bilingualism and Constitutional Change. (Federal). 


(a) Implementation in Manitoba versus language gradualism, 
(bv) Minority languages, 


Agriculture, (Federal). 


(a) Wheat sales and prices, 
(b) Diversification of agriculture industry. 
(c) Box=-car shortage. (Local). 


Medicare. (Federal). 


(a) Costs and sources of premiums, 
(ov) Sxtra-billing. 


(4) Concentration of opt-out doctors in Brandon and 
Thompson (Local), 


(c) Wider coverage, 


Taxes and Tax-Sharing, 


(a) Federal-provincial tax-sharing agreements, (Federal), 
(vb) Increased taxes and sources, (Province-wide). 

(c) Estate tax rebate, (Federal), 

(d) Provincial expenditures and debt--government record, 
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6, Housing, 


(a) Rents and land costs, 
(b) Legal rights of tenants and landlords, 
(c) Public housing, 


7. Education, 


(a) Tax burden, 

(bv) Funding for schools and programs, 

(c) Research and student loans programs, 

(d) Powers of public schools finance board. (Sectional). 

(e) Time table for teachers’ salary negotiations. (Sectional). 


Minor, Province-wide, 


Health and Welfare, 


(a) Social Service Audit Report, (Temporary). 
(14) Government versus private initiative, 
(41) Decentralization of Services. 
(b) Treatment of alcoholics, (New, Concern). 
(c) Nursing Shortage, (Concern, Perennial). 
(d) Day care, (New, Concern), 
(e) Housing and Education For Indians and Metis. (Concern). 


Election Call--Unapproved Legislation, (Tempozary). 


Democratic Participation in Government. (Concern). 


(a) Ombudsman 


(b) Consumer protection, 


CFI Project at The Pas. (Speculative). 
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Auto Insurance, (Instrumental, Concern). 


Local, Perennial. 

Improved Roads--North 

Railroad Branch-Line Abandonment. 

Structure of Municipal Government~-Winnipeg. 


Rural Dominance in Legislature--Affect on Winnipeg. 


Personality, Political, 
Robert Bend--His Age and Conservatism, 
Ed Schreyer and Russ Paulley--Marxism, Socialism and Social Democracy 


Walter Weir--Conservatism, Arrogance and Absence From Campaign 
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PROVINCE OF MANITOBA S63 


MANITOBA GENERAL ELECTION, 1969 


Dissolution: Twenty-Eighth Legislature May 22, 1969. 
Nominations: June 11, 1969. 


Voting: June 25, 1969. 
LEGEND: P.C. — Progressive Conservative; Lib. — Liberal; 


N.D.P. — 


New Democratic Party; S.C. — Social Credit; Ind. — Independent; 


Comm, — Communist. 


ARTHUR CRESCENTWOOD 
J. Douglas Watt (PC) _.... 3,133 Cy Gonick (NDP) ..._____ 2,689 
John W. McRae (Lib) ..... 1.975 Gumey Evans (PC) 2,416 
Raymond E. Jones (NDP) ~ 980 Frank Muldoon (Lib) _..._ 1,422 
DAUPHIN 
ASSINIEOU Peter Burtnick (NDP) ... 2,933 
Steve Patrick {Lib) .....- 2,355 Stewart E. McLean (PC) .. 2,892 
Bill Docking (PC) BS aes Rebert E. Shelden (Lib) __ 620 
Curtis Nordman (3 ) ee 466 ELMWCOD 
BIRTLE-RUSSELL Russell J. Doern (NDP) . 2,203 
Harry E. Grahari (PC) 2.227 2,272 Alan George Gardiner (PC) 1,526 
Don Kostesky (NDP) .......— e 19)963 John Michcel Kozoriz (Lid) 1,083 
John Braendie (Lib) ...— 1,250 EMERSCN 
Gabriel Girerd (PC) __. 2,467 
BRANDON EAST John Tanchak (Lib) _ 2/014 
Leonard S. Evans (NDP) .. 3.035 Stephen Zaretski (NDP) _.. 695 
Emily Lyons (PC) hee FacobswWellt SG) ene eee es? 
Don) Martin. (Lib) === — 17194 FLIN FLON ; 
BRANDON WEST pence Barrow (NDP) —. 2:045 
Edward McGill (PC) ....... 2,814 © H. Witney (PC)... 1.875 
James 'M: Skinner (NDP) 2 + 2,310 @<ftancia le Jobin) {iby -_—_) 1,276 
Terry Penton (Lib) .___-_ 1.796 FORT GARRY 
Bud Sketmen (PC)i..2..... 3,570 
BURROWS G. Grant Gesby-(NDP)) a. 2/063 
Ben Hanuschak abe ae ate Richard A. Wankling (Lib.) 1,936 
W. M. Swystun eee 
Olga E. Lewicki (Lib) —— 781 tee ee a 
Bileski mm) — ez Trueman (PC) .... Fee 2 
pose rare ( Una Decter (NDP) .......-- 2,446 
CHARLESWOOD ‘Jane Helfeltinger (Lib) ___ 1,941 
Deccan temonas (ib) Stoel Se 
Duncan Edmon ib) —- 2 John C, Gottfried (NDP) .. 2,159 
John C. Hilgenga (NDP) — 1,325 Eric Stefanson (PC) ....... 1,936 
CHURCHILL Walter John Griffin (Lib) ... 1,663 
Gordon Wilbert Beard (Ind) 1,151 GLADSTONE 
Walter Perepeluk (Lib) .— 971 James R. Ferguson (PC) ... 3,000 
André Champagne (PC) — 913 Nelson Shoemcker (Lib) — 2,583 
Wilf Hudson (NDP) 822 Mary E. Mcintosh (NDP) — 1,064 
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CONCLUSIONS: 
A COMMENTARY ON 


PA Dee noe AND APPLICATIONS 


The foregoing descriptions of the issues in Manitoba general pro- 
vincial elections have been, by design, quite lengthy. In the course of 
the extensive depictions of each campaign the attempt has been made to 
draw certain conclusions regarding the life and patterns of particular 
issues, for example, their repetitive qualities, their relative importance 
in urban as against rural locations, their employment to disguise other 
issues, and so on, From time to time we applied one of the fifteen 
classifications suggested in the introduction in order to illustrate some- 
thing of the variety in nature and scope of the many issues. 


It is indeed difficult to discover definite patterns in the wealth 
of issues presented in the foregoing chapters. The attempts here to dis- 
cuss patterns and the usefulness of such research for future studies are 
admittedly modest. Yet, there are definite areas of interest which suggest 
themselves. The nature of long-lived or perennial issues is certainly 
deserving of comment and in this concluding commentary an attempt will be 
made to portray graphically some of the more obviously perennial issues in 
Manitoba. The graphical portrayals are designed to assist the reader in 
understanding the long-lived nature of certain issues and their relationship 
to the rise and fall of other issues. This interrelationship also suggests 
something of the "“dodge-like”™ character of perennial issues. Some attention 
will also be directed towards the temporary or short-lived issues as well. 
Even the rise and fall of issues of the various classifications employed 
throughout this study may be suggestive of the movement or pattern of 
Manitoba campaign history. 


The comments to follow will direct our attention to the way in 
which such matters as farm-labor and urban-rural differences, the left- 
right nature of political parties, party ideologies and the Red Tory 
phenomenon can be more fully understood by reference to election issues, 
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In the context of such considerations some suggestions will be offered as 
regards the general utility of a study of this kind for further studies of 
@ more intensive and theoretical nature. 


Short-Lived Issues in Manitoba, 


One of the most interesting and useful classifications in determining 
patterns is the category of “time.” We set off the “time” classification 
in isolation from classifications of either the "area, extent or scope” or 
of the “nature, kind or style.” Naturally, many issues in the Manitoba 
campaigns were short-lived. The “personality” issues, for example, or the 
specific roorbacks, dodges and charges of corruption which we have examined 
are, by and large, limited to a single election campaign, The more specific, 
separate and evident the issue the more it tends towards ready resolution 
and a short life. Hence, matters like the destruction of crops by unfenced 
cattle (Herd Law--1879), the jurisdiction of Rat Portage (1883), the need 
for assessment laws (1892), or regulations for flying the Union Jack in 
public schools (1907) are heated questions but usually for the length of 
one campaign only. Certain historical events or economic, social and politi- 
cal developments seem to make other issues short-lived. Specific problem 
areas like Southern Indian Lake (1969) are usually limited to a single cam- 
paign. Accidents of nature--prairie fires (1886) or “cyclone” damage (1892) 
--are of course limited to a particular campaign. The very specific issues 
related to larger issue clusters of the costs of governing, mismanaged or 
unimaginative administration are also generally limited to one or two camn- 
paigns. Issues circulating around particular commissions and government 
reports also tend to be temporary (for example, Rowell-Sirois in 1941). 
Issues like the construction of a telephone system (1907 to 1914), the war 
effort (1941), veterans" aid (1945), rural electrification (1945 and 1949) 
and anti-Communism (1949) are all dependent on either particular historical 
events (for example, the war and cold war) or on technological advancenents, 
These technological changes, when once instigated, generally speaking no 
longer remain at issue, The coming of new forms of technology may of 
course foster the return of the issue subject but in a very different form. 
Hence, the development of truck-piggy-back service and the abandonment of 
branch-rail lines (1962) is a return of the better roads and railway issues 
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but in a completely new and relatively short-lived form. Similarly, 
the development of jet travel and its new technology resulted in the 
closing of the maintenance shops of propellor-type aircraft in Winnipeg 


(1962). 


Many or most of the issues which we have classified as "politi- 
cal” are also short-lived, “Political” issues, it should be recalled, 
are those issues related to governmental performance. (whether questions 
of direction, effectiveness or honesty in office), party activities or 
questions specifically related to the governmental system or political 
process, They are much more specific and evident, and thus more capable 
of implementation or resolution. Some electoral reforms, like propor- 
tional representation or the use of municipal clerks for voter registra- 
tion, can be more readily resolved than the more diffuse social and 
sectional issues which may underlay school and language legislation, for 
example, The "invasions" of particular parties (Social Credit in 1936 
and 1953 and CCF in 1945) along with particular reforms (Socred monetary 
reforms of 1936) tend also to be short-lived "political" issues, Such 
“political” issues simply follow the recent victory of the invading party 
in a neighboring province, 


Perennial Issues in Manitoba, 


But other igsues in Manitoba had much longer lives, Educational 
issues, and in particular the cluster of issues fed by the sectional con- 
cerns of French versus English, Catholic versus Protestant, private ver- 
sus public schooling have the deepest permanency of all the issues in 
Manitoba. 


The demand for compulsory education, for example, was first 
argued in a campaign by Captain Thomas Scott of Winnipeg in 1874, It 
became a major issue in the campaigns of 1907, 1910, 1914 and 1915. Com- 
pulsory education was also colored by its potential effect on the educa- 
tion of minorities. Hence, the question continued to be at issue in 1920 
and 1922 as sections of the electorate reacted to its implementation, 


But the right to separate or private schooling and religious and 
minority language education is the most obvious perennial issue cluster 
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in Manitoba. It emerges as a major issue cluster in 1874 immediately 
following the proclamation of the school legislation of 1871. The 
quéstion continues as a major cluster in the election of 1878, is tempo- 
rarily submerged by another cluster of perennial issues ---railway policy-- 
from 1879 to 1886, and most particularly so in 1883 when disallowance 
seems to draw such strong attention. The schooling questions reemerge 

in 1868, 


In the elections of 1892 and 1896 the public versus private 
schools question becomes the key election issue and even with the 
Laurier-Greenway compromise it continues as a very evident issue in 
every campaign from 1899 to 1922. In the 1920 and 1922 campaigns the 
sectional issue takes the form of the demand for bi-lingual and reli- 
gious instruction in the schools. From 1922 to 1941 the issue is again 
submerged by other issues related to agriculture, the depression and the 
war effort. Urban-rural discrepancies, teacher and classroom shortages 
and low salaries--all seemingly caused or exacerbated by the depression 
and the war effort--are the dominant education issues until the end of 
the Second World War, But the reemergence of the question of rights to 
private schools and religious education comes about in 1945 in the con- 
text of the debate over larger school divisions. The issue grew in im- 
portance throughout all the remaining election campaigns (1949 through 
1969) not only as the larger school divisions applied to more minority 
areas, but also as the financial base of education raised questions about 
public support for private schools and, vice versa, minority support for 
public schools. In fact the problem of the financing of education has 
itself been at issue almost continuously throughout the history of Mani- 
toba elections as well. 


The following graph (I) indicates the perennial strength of the 
Manitoba schools question as an issue and contains the changing elements 
of the cluster and the external issues which periodically cause the 


cluster's submergence, 1 


4 The graphs are based on the summary lists of issues which are 
contained after each election campaign discussed in this study, In those 
summaries the attempt was made to list the issues (albeit tentatively) in 
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Another cluster of issues with great perennial qualities are 
those issues which have to do with the nature of partisanship, coalition, 
party-versus-class politics, and their alleged connection with the issue 
of provincial-autonomy-versus-federal-power, These issues arise almost 
continuously throughout Manitoba's election campaigns,: 


/ 


The two major dimensions of this perennial political cluster are 
“party-versus-class politics" (which includes the growth and demand for 
sectional representation and group government) and “no-party" or non- 
partisanship versus partisanship. 


All of the Manitoba campaigns in the 1870's contained heated dis- 
cussions of the place of party politics in local (Manitoba) elections. 
In the 1880's the questioning of orthodox partisan politics due to the 
mixed heritage of “no-party" and "party" politics was exacerbated by 
“federal” issues or federal politics, In other words the perennial 
quality of one issue cluster--party-versus-class-politics and partisan- 
ship-versus-non-partisanship--was fostered by quite another set of 
“political” issues. Those issues included the view that partyism was 
promoted by Eastern-become-Manitoban newspeper editors and that partyism 
was responsible for the federal government's withholding natural 
resources and school lands, failing to extend boundaries, supporting the 
CPR monopoly, and disallowing provincial rail legislation, legislating 
high tariffs and freight rates, and failing to promote the building of . 
the Hudson's Bay Railway. 


The position of Provincial Rights supporters in Manitoba in 
1882-83 describes the issues which made no-party or anti-party stances 
popular at that time. These positions bear repeating: 
All the questions at issue may be resolved into the single one of 
local self-government in opposition to Ottawa rule, Shall Manitoba 


be a province of the Dominion in reality or only in name? Shall 
she enjoy the same right to use her own lands, to develop her own 


omler of their importance--widespread and heated discussion, etc--in the 
campaign, The letters "m" (minor) and "M" (Major) followed by a number 

indicate the positions of importance in those summaries, *1 meaning the 

key or most important issue, M2 the second most widely and heatedly dis- 
cussed, M3 the third, etc. 
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resources, to manage her own local affairs, which is exercised by 
every other province in the Dominion, or shall her Legislature be 
but a name, her autonomy a sham and a by-word? 2, 


By its humiliating subserviency to the Dominion authorities as well 
under the regime of Mr. Mackenzie as Sir John Macdonald, this noble 
province finds itself unable to construct public works of the most 
essential character, unable to develop its grand natural resources, 
unable to establish a proper system of education, unable in every 
respect to take a material and intellectual position worthy of its 
natural advantage, and of the progressive and spirited character of 
its people, 3. 

As we have already noted, the fact that such statements should 
come from western Manitoba at a time in the campaign when the disallowance 
fever had waned somewhat from itsinitial heat and from a community much 
beholden to CPR development indicates something of the depth of this non- 


partisan issue and attitude, 


Both the T. C. Norris Liberal Government and the Bracken farmer 
administration had obtained and, in the latter case, clung to power on 
the basis of the non-partisan issues and spirit from 1915 onward. In the 
1930"s and 1940's the partisan-versus-non-partisan issue took the form of 
arguments for and against coalition where this question was almost always 
a major or key campaign issue, The following graph (II) illustrates the 
three major stages in the issue cluster's life--(1) non-partisanship- 
versus-partisanship and the role of local party politics (1870 to 1888), 
(2) sectional representation or party-versus-class politics (1915 to 
1927) and (3) partisanship and non-partisanship as debated in the con- 
text of coalition (1932 to 1949). 


A third problem area of considerable longevity is the matter of 
temperance and the control of liquor licensing and sales. Appeals for 
temperance or outright prohibition and government controls of the sale 
and distribution of liquor recur in the campaigns of 1874, 1879 and 
1886. The demand for plebiscites on questions like total prohibition 
and licensing outlets for sale of liquor is an important question in all 


2 Rapid City Standard as reprinted in MFP, January 22, 1883, p. 2. 
3 Brandon Daily Mail, December 23, 1882, p. 2. 
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campaigns from 1892 through 1927. After the latter campaign a referendum 
and consequent legislation finally quieted the controversy for a period 
of years. However, the question reasserts itself in later campaigns 
(especially 1953 and 1958) as discussions over local option votes and 
mixed beer parlors arise. Again the perennial nature can be portrayed 
graphically (graph III), with its decline following the 1927 referendum 
and its later reemergence out of new dimensions. 


Railway policy is the fourth obvious subject of on-going 
attention in campaigns. In every election from 1870 to 1879 railway 
issues are limited to discussions of the need for their development or 
quarrels over the placement of railway bridges, From 1882-83 through 
every campaign until 1910 the issue cluster is compounded by concerns 
over disallowance, the CPR monopoly, and branch-line service. The issue 
cluster was always among the major two or three issues most heatedly 
debated from 1882 to 1910 but following 1910 the whole cluster disappears. 
This disappearance is in part due to the completion of most rail service 
(save for certain northern areas), Moreover the issue was submerged by 
the charges of corruption and by the rise of new sectional and political 
issues which we have associated with the 1914 to 1927 era. While rail 
construction was completed around 1910, rail service, freight rates and 
competition could conceivably have continued as major issues, 


The issue does returmm in the 1950's and 1960's as concern for 
branch-line abandonment grows. But its sudden departure on two occasions 
makes it appear to be a somewhat more instrumental or material issue 
capable of resolution than those already discussed above. The following 
graphical portrayal (graph IV) shows clearly the early longevity of the 
railway cluster and its sudden departure and indicates those issues which 


superseded the railway cluster as major controversies, 


Two other clusters of issues were long term--those concerning 
farmers and those concerning labor, Complaints by farmers in such 
groups as the Patrons of Industry made evident issues in 1892, 1896 and 
1899, The demands of farmers for a “new deal" reached major proportions 
again in campaigns in the 1920's and 1930's, Rural poverty and vertical 
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integration made the farmers’ relationship to the economy a major 
issue in all elections from 1958 to 1969, 


For our present consideration what is important about this 
sectional protest is that a large cluster of issues,rather than any one 
or two separate agricultural issues, continued as a major controversy. 
Major clusters of interrelated farmer and agricultural concerns were 
apparent from 1899 to 1910 and again in 1920, 1922, 1936, 1959, 1966 
and 1969. The following graphical portrayal (graph V) of this sectional 
farm protest cluster indicates its gradual rise in importance at the 
turn of the century coinciding with the completion of the railroads, 


New peaks of its import as an issue cluster were reached in the 1920's 
and 1930's when questions like falling wheat prices, rising freight 
rates and tariffs and depression and drought seem to have prompted a 
serious questioning of these matters and of the economic system 
generally. The peak in the campaigns of the late 50's and 60's is 
related, as already suggested, to the new threat of vertical integra- 
tion and the cost-price squeeze. 


The diffuse issue of worker frustration was muted in early 
campaigns save for isolated spokesmen and then emerged as an evident 
issue in 1892, In all campaigns from 1910 through 1949 unemployment, 
fair wages, collective bargaining rights and a host of left-labor issues 
arose in a cluster of sectional protest. As the depression closed in on 
Manitoba workers, unemployment relief, a labor bill of rights, and 
sectional representation of labor arose as major, province-wide issues, 


As in the case of the farm protest large clusters of labor or 
left issues are apparent, Such clusters continue from 1915 through 1945, 
The issues of post-war development, including health services, education, 
road-building and municipal debt, seem to replace the labor protest 
cluster as a major controversy in campaigns after 1945. But the concern 
for union power seems to embody the sectional protest in the 60's, 


(See graph VI). 
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There are, of course, many other issues in Manitoba's general 
election campaigns which we have classified as perennial in the foregoing 
chapters. Issues of direct legislation, women's suffrage, daylight 
saving time, the coloring of margarine, workmen's compensation, electoral 
corruption, health insurance and even good roads are examples. The 
difference between the issues of education, partisanship, temperance, and 
farmer and labor and these other issues is that the other issues are 
eventually resolved in a more lasting sense. 


We might also argue that the latter issues tend to fall into the 
classifications of “political” and “bargaining (material)" and are often 
more “specific” and “evident” in nature. They are not as often diffuse, 
underlying or sectional. They therefore lend themselves more readily 
to eventual resolution. The longer-standing subject areas of issues, on 
the other hand, like education and farmer and labor protest are rooted 
in constituencies which are sectional in scope substantive or moral, 
more speculative or “underlying,” and diffuse in nature, 


Perennial Issues and the left-Right Nature of Political Parties, 


The farmer-labor issue clusters coincide with and perhaps help 
to explain the growth of farmer and labor parties. Generally speaking 
the formation of party ideologies might be understood in the light of 
their development around the articulation of certain issues rather than 
others. The existence of a mixed nature of left and right elements in 
party ideologies seems also understandable given the combinations of 
sectional or general, political or broad social issues around which a 


given party is organized, 


Farmer and labor parties seem very much linked to particular 
sectional issues and protests. But other political parties may dis- 
Play a broader spectrum of left-right characteristics. Such an ideo- 
logical spectrum may be formulated around a wide variety of issues, some 
of which are sectional--farmer, labor, ethnic minority--and others of 
which may be in the general or political categories we have employed 
throughout this study--economic development, reduction of expenditures, 
direct legislation and redistribution, etc. 
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Thus, the formal nomenclature of a party may be somewhat mis- 
leading. The Liberal Party of Manitoba, for example, was for much of 
its life much more conservative on a host of economic issues than its 
more liberal Conservative Party opponents. At certain points in its 
history, especially under Gildas Molgat, the Liberal Party of Manitoba 
was more liberal on a variety of social issues: health care, housing, 
and the local determination of school affairs. Such positions may have 
been due to the party's long-standing support from ethnic minorities 
although an even greater factor may have been the issues which arose 
out of the party's strong rural base of support. 


However, there is no denying that the Liberal Party was very 
conservative when it came to financial issues: a priority given to 
debt-retirement, avoidance of borrowing and a lack of expenditures on 
roads and northern development. The reaction of the Roblin Conservative 
Party to this financial retrenchment made it take up the opposite side 
of such issues: increased borrowing, higher taxes, increased expenditures 
for economic development and roads. The Conservative Party became in- 
creasingly less liberal on many social issues: larger school divisions, 
centralization of schools, increased opposition to bilingualism under 
Walter Weir, and, in general, the precedence of economic development 


over social development, 
The Issues and Urban-Rural Differences. 


Another important distinction amongst issues is their appeal to 
either urban or rural publics. It is just this appeal to both urban and 
rural supporters with very different interests and consequent issues 
which best accounts for the Liberal Party of Manitoba's mixed ideological 
positions as outlined in the prior section, 


4 A case can be made that the Liberal Party of Manitoba was for 
the most part less liberal than its Conservative Party opponents even in 
social legislation given its role in abolishing state-supported denomina- 
tional schools (1390), the promotion of compulsory schooling (1897), and 
their removal of the bilingual schools compromise (1916), The check 
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The history of election issues in Manitoba portrays rather 
clearly the organization of political parties around both sectional 
and general issues. In the former case the farmer and labor parties and 
their rather narrowly defined rural and whan bases of support coalesced 
around these precise sectional issues. These issues consisted of the 
obvious differences in subject areas that constitute farmer-labor pro- 
test clusters. The differences included subject areas like agriculture 
issues--freight rates, wheat prices, marketing roads, farm security, 
weed control, and box-car and elevator shortages--as against labor 
issues--minimum wages, workmen's compensation, collective bargaining 
rights. 


These different issues reflect their rural and urban origins, 
But rural-urban differences are also apparent in the sense that general 
and political issues like economic development, social security, legis- 
lative representation, and urban-rural inequalities in tax payments or 
standards of education may greatly divide country and city. Such divi- 
sions continued as important issues throughout Manitoba's history with 
perennial-like qualities. 


The issues related to what Lewis St. George Stubbs called a 
“rural-dominated legislature” also help to explain the more confined 
base and ideology of the ILP, CCF and NDP in Manitoba. Both Labor- 
oriented and Independent candidates in Manitoba campaigns seem to have 
reacted to the alleged rural-dominance of the legislature, 


The urban, and particularly the labor and left issues are 
almost exclusively proferred, at least in their earliest stages, either 
by Winnipeg Independents or by Labor, CCF and NDP parties. The success 
of independents and labor candidates and the relative lack of success of 
"farmer movement” candidates in urban areas would seem to bear out the 


against the conservatism of the Liberal Party was its divergent rural 
and urban support. This is evident in 1969 when Liberal leader Bend 
refused to commit his party openly to support the Official Languages Act, 
Yet urban Liberal candidates like Larry Desjardins of St. Boniface were 
threatening to bolt the party unless a firm position in support of 
bilingualism and the Official Languages Act was given. 
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difference in urban and rural issues. 


The overwhelming support of independent candidates and so- 
called “left-wing” parties in north Winnipeg constituencies (as we have 
shown in election result summaries throughout) also indicates the con- 
centrated association of urban labor issues with these parties and 


spokesmen, 


The second case consists of those parties which organize around 
general issues or attempt to combine urban and rural bases of support and 
issues rooted in them and turn out to be a peculiar amalgam of left- 
right interests. We have already noted this phenomenon in the previous 
section. The Conservative Party of Manitoba attempted to weld together 
the conservative business interests of South Winnipeg (economic develop- 
ment and concentration of industries in Winnipeg) with Anglo-Saxon con- 
servative farmer interests (marketing, tariffs and railway service con- 


cerns). 


The Liberal Party was equally split. In rural south-west Manitoba 
the Liberal Party received support of a conservative nature including 
attitudes against school consolidation, and higher spending for economic 
development which was seen to aid only Winnipeg. Inside Winnipeg "Ginger 
Groups" and later “Trudeau Liberals” were much more progressive on issues 


like language rights, economic development and progressive education. 


5 We have indicated the regional sectional support for labor- 
oriented parties like the ILP, CCF and NDP by citing figures of support 
in the Winnipeg area, or more particularly Winnipeg North as compared to 
other regions of the province. Figures have also been cited to indicate 
the degree of rural support and also ethnic support for the Liberal Party 
in Manitoba. That support for the farmers’ movements was sectional, and 
other issues important to urban electors, is also supported by the fact 
that farmer parties simply failed of election in urban areas. The UFM 
won only as follows in the greater Winnipeg area; 


1920 - 0 of 15 urban seats. 

1922 - 1 of 15 urban seats. 

1927 - 2 of 15 urban seats. 

1932 - 3 of 15 urban seats even with coalition with the Liberals. 
1936 - 2 of 15 urban seats, (now Liberal-Progressive), 


Source: CPG (1920-1941). 
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The cautious positions on economic issues which reflect the concern of 
rural residents most recently in the case of the Liberal Party, and an 
equal conservatism on social issues from south Winnipeg businessmen and 
city residents in the recent history of the Conservative Party go a long 
way in explaining the direction and ideologies of the Liberal and Progres- 
sive Conservative Parties of Manitoba. 


Little wonder then, that the d@mise of the rurally based Liberal 
Party of Manitoba corresponded with a redistribution in favor of urban 
seats in 1969. 


The Utility of the Study for Future Theoretical Research. 


The lengthy examination of provincial election issues and 
emerging patterns suggests a number of areas for more intensive or 
theoretical research. 


Firstly, the issues which often divide rural and urban constitu- 
encies--alleged disproportionate representation, farm versus labor legis- 
lation, retrenchment versus increased government services, urban payment 
for rural services--in addition to providing content for political 
ideologies may also help to explain the phenomenon of the “Red Tory” in 
Canadian and Manitoban history. 


The earliest supporters of Winnipeg's workingmen were Conservative 
Party members like A. Monkman (Conservative--Winnipeg North, 1882-83) the 
first candidate to speak in defence of workingmen by advocating a 
Mechanics’ Lien Act. J. J. Golden (Conservative--Winnipeg North, 1888) 
called for the development of railways in such a manner as to ensure full 
employment for Winnipeg workingmen. John Winram (Conservative--Winnipeg 
Center, 1892) was solemnly criticized for his own poverty as he spoke of 
the condition of workers while advocating a "Workingman’s compensation .. 
act." TT. W. Taylor (Conservative--Winnipeg North, 1896) also pioneered 


6 A pundit like Tom Peterson argues that the decline of Liberal 
support in urban areas has largely been and will continue to be in support 
of the Conservative Party. A very fine discussion of the urban-rural 
differences in Manitoba and particularly how they currently divide the 
Liberal Party of Manitoba is contained in an article by Peterson; 


WFP, July 14, 1973, p. 20. 
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concerns for the way in which high taxes affected the poorer workingmen, 
A. J, Andrews (Conservative--wWinnipeg Center, 1899) called for public 
control of the railways, direct legislation, and proportional representa- 
tion--all much ahead of their time. In part, it may be argued, the 
radicalism of Conservative candidates like A, J, Andrews was a reaction 
to the rural dominance which had for so long overlooked urban labor 

needs, It is interesting to note the close relationship between Conserva- 
tive candidates and a largely ignored labor constituency, P., C, McIntyre 
(Liberal--wWinnipeg North, 1896) was the only Liberal candidate in this 
period to argue strenuously that he was a spokesman for "the workingman,” 


Therefore, when students of politics speak of the brokerage nature 
of political parties or their ability to accommodate Red Tories or both 
left and right elements of political ideologies it may be the election 
issue which supplies the content for that ideological mixture and 
enables us to understand that mixed nature. The issues seem to serve as 
the very sources of Conservative and Liberal-left ideologies, 


Secondly, it is interesting to speculate as to whether the 
perennial quality of some issues is aided by the fact that they seem to 
have been employed as “dodges” to avoid attention given to new and 
troublesome issues, Most of the truly major, if not perennial issues 
in Manitoba provincial campaigns seem to have exhibited this quality, 
Quarrels over French and English representation tended to enable John 
Norquay to continue in power as he attempted to fight down such issues 
as representation by population, mismanagement in government, improper 
use of railway bonds, and inappropriate railway policies (1882-83 and 
1886), The corruption associated with Mr. Norquay's mismanaged rail 
policies finally vaulted Thomas Greenway into office, Mr, Greenway, in 
turn, made use of the Manitoba schools question (1892 and 1896) to dodge 
the failures of his govermment in temperance legislation, railway policy, 
and low-level expenditures on a variety of social services, 


R. P. Roblin used the extended boundary issue to becloud other 
questions including the rise of his partisan boss-machine politics (1907 
and 1910), These arguments are not intended to deny substance to the 
issues in question. nly in retrospect can it be clearly shown that 
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those who also saw an "election dodge” dimension to certain major issues 

have been vindicated, The disclosure of additional facts or the later j 
rise in significance of once submerged issues is evidence of the dodge- 

like qualities of once key issues, 


A consideration of major issues in various time periods combined 
with the rise and fall of various classifications of issues may help us 
even better to understand the "dodge-like” nature of perennial issues, 
An examination of the summary lists of issues and their classifications 
tends to indicate that perennial issues seem to do battle with "new, 
concern” issues in the following campaigns: 1888, 1903 to 1915, 1922, 
1958 and 1969, or at times preceding a change in government. The 
perennial issues may in part reflect, therefore, the struggle of old 
against new issues. As the latter rise in importance the spokesmen for 
them are perhaps more likely to achieve office, Simply stated new issues 
bring new governments, but not quite as quickly as students of politics 
might expect because of the significant “dodge-like" qualities of the 


“old issues," 


Our study does seem to indicate that the overall importance of 
election issues may sometimes be lessened because much of the heat 
generated by some issues has been drawn from them in events which pre- 
cede a given provincial campaign. Thus, we do have those cases in 
Manitoba history where the corruption of governments has resulted in 
their replacement in office even before the time of another election. 

We have, for example, Thomas Greenway's replacement of Messrs. Norquay 
and Harrison in 1888 and the T. C. Norris replacement of R. P. Roblin in 
1914-15, 


But where there are unanticipated changes in government the 
issues may have played a much more significant role. There are two such 
unexpected changes of government in Manitoba, the Hugh John Macdonald 
Conservative victory over Greenway Liberals in 1899 and the Ra Schreyer 
NDP victory over Walter Weir's Progressive Conservative administration 
in 1969, The interesting development in 1899 was that the apparent 
resolution of the Manitoba schools question meant that for the first time 
in almost a decade other issues, like the failure of the government's 
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railway policy, the costs of elevator service, government extravagance, 
and the effects of the immigration policy, could no longer escape the 
full attention they deserved. Their evident nature seemed either to 
shape or reflect the different mood of the electorate and the results 
of the election, 


In 1969 it was the alleged complacency of Walter Weir and his 
surprise election call; the plethora of issues associated with a govern- 
ment long in office and now enveloped by suspicion, mistrust, and secret 
reports: the new uncertainty even about the value of its once enviable 
economic program; combined with a new, better organized, articulate, 
and well-led alternative, which spelled a surprise NDP victory. 


Hence, some further research might begin to test whether or not 
electoral upsets are related to the inability of a governing party to 
perceive or respond to the fact that perennial issues which have kept 
them safely in office are no longer capable of doing so--they have 
lost their saliency or have been successfully challenged or replaced by 


new concerns. 


A third area which calls for further investigation is the 
question of the social, economic and political conditions which surround 
the issues discussed in this study. It could be argued that both the 
perennial quality of issues on the one hand, and the short-lived 
qualities on the other hand, may well be due to various forms or stages 
of economic, social and political development. It was not the purpose 
of this study, as already pointed out, to explain the causes of issue 
formation. The purpose of the thesis was simply to lay out what appeared 
to be the salient issues in each campaign, Nevertheless, there would 
appear to be a relationship between the presence of certain issues, 
particularly over time, and the presence of particular economic, social 


7 The persistence of some issues and their "election dodge” 
qualities may also help to account for the fact that some issues never 
do become as central to a given campaign as the contemporary observor of 
Manitoba campaign history might have expected. The most obvious example 
of such a case is the apparent absence as a major issue of the Riel 
Rebellion of 1885 and its aftermath in the election of 1836. Some reasons 
why the hanging of Riel was not a major issue in the Manitoba provincial 
election of 1886 are suggested in an explanatory note supra., page 741. 
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and political events and conditions. 


Future studies might consider that the election issues which 
arose at the time of the depression and drought of the 1930's appear to 
be the clearest example of economic conditions influencing the issue 
subjects. Municipal debt, falling wheat prices, rising unemployment, 
payment of bonded debt were all, not unexpectedly, major controversies 
in the 1927, 1932 and 1936 campaigns. In the 1936 campaign the so-called 
"sound" financial policies of the Bracken Government and Alberta's Social 
Credit Government and its repudiation of fixed interest rates on bonded 
debt were very much at issue. The Rowell-Sirois report was later to 
claim that two broad alternatives existed for national economic policies 
at the time of the depression, One of these alternatives tried to 
“counteract the factors which were responsible for the slump" and the 
other "to avoid risky and unorthodox monetary measures...by following 
*sound' financial policies which would maintain confidence..." 8 The 
3racken Government seemed much more to encourage the latter approach, 

The issues of the 1936 and other Manitoba campaigns in the depression 
years reflected this approach to the depression issues, 


In the 1930's the city of Winnipeg contained 40 per cent of 
Manitoba's population and served as the major prairie commercial center 
for the shipment of grain and other commodities, Drought and depression 
brought rail traffic to a snail's pace and unemployed laborers flocked 
to Winnipeg seeking work and government assistance and joining the 
city's mushroomed ranks of unemployed. It is not too surprising, then, 
to discover that relief assistance, unemployment and all the related 
labor issues of compensation, minimum wages, pensions and health services 


became issues of major proportion at this time. 


Also during this period the fact that more than one party 
propagated issues like the critique of eastern commercial and banking 


8 Report of the Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial 
Relations ("Rowell-Sirois Report") (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1940), 
epkod. 
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interests, concern for taxation adjustments and federal government 
assistance could help to explain the common roots or objective condi- 
tions which parties like the CCF and Social Credit shared as they were 
spurred to organization in this period. 


A fourth area of potential research arises out of the question 
of socio-economic conditions. That area involves the conclusions that 
one might reach by making comparisons of issues in various provinces over 
similar time periods. 


If it could be shown (as this student believes it might) that 
similar issues arose in all three prairie provinces in similar time 
periods, that would strengthen the contention that particular social and 
economic conditions and political "developments" account for the 


existence of those issues. 


Finally, future studies might wish to consider the very thorny 
questions which always touched this study of Manitoba issues, namely, 
how does one properly delineate what constitutes an issue and how does 
one determine the sources of a given issue? The difficulties encountered 
in this particular study, not just in classifying issues, but more in 
weighing the relative centrality of an issue to a given campaign, or in 
determining how issues arose, who spoke on the matter, or conversely 
what issues continued as underlying concerns without articulate spokes- 


men--these theoretical questions remain largely unanswered. 


How, for example, would one attempt to develop a study which 
was designed to describe the issues as the less powerful segments of the 
community--famers or unemployed laborers, Indians, Métis, the incar- 
cerated and ethnic and racial minorities--perceived them? This thesis 
alludes to such difficulties throughout. The problem remains a highly 
significant one for both political scientists and historians whose 
studies, like this one, are not able to do proper justice to the mass or 
less powerful segments of the society. 


The larger theoretical issues which might be raised by our 
study should, however, be appreciated as a bonus to the enlarged under- 
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standing of political history already offered by the study, With or ' 
without the additional hypotheses for further research which arise from 

the study of provincial election issues one might logically have ex- 

pected more research in such an area on the part of Canadian scholars. 

It is nothing short of astonishing and reflects sadly on contemporary 
political science that so little attention has been directed to such an 
obvious and fundamental area of political phenomena, 
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Why the Riel Rebellion of 1885 was not an Issue 1ni886, 


It may be puzzling to many readers why the Riel Rebellion and 
the hanging of Louis Riel on November 16, 1885 did not become a major 
issue in the 1886 election campaign in Manitoba. 


Certainly one of the reasons why the rebellion did not become 
a major issue was simply the presence of a large number of other 
perennial issues. To some extent, at least, these issues were being 
used as election dodges. Partisanship and the role of parties and 
independents was perhaps the most important example of the perennial 
issues in 1886, The failures of the Norquay railway policies and the 
CPR monopoly clause were also prone to attract maximum attention. 


The election campaign of 1886 had been preceded by nine months 
of charges of wrong-doing levelled against the Norquay Government. 
Heavy taxes, irregular expenditures and personal nepotism certainly 
drowned out the consideration of other issues, apparently including 
the repercussions of the Riel Rebellion, The much closer presence 
of prairie fires and the first election to include political parties 
and a secret ballot also ensured that more social, sectional and 
underlying questions raised by the humble Métis might not be heard, 

The existence of the above-mentioned issues and Premier Norquay's 
strange admission of guilt plus the new redistribution leads one to 
believe that neither political party could any longer attempt to win 
election by appeal to the “old settlers." And this stance was taken by 
the first and only "old settler” to ever become Premier of Manitoba-- 
John Norquay. 

It 1s possible that both English and Métis wanted to put the 
matter to rest. It would have been a thorny issue for any Manitoban 
politician since it was largely Winnipeg which organized the men to put 
down the rebellion. Historian F, H. Schofield claims that "no battalion 
suffered more heavily in killed and wounded than did the 90th" (90th 
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Battalion, Winnipeg Regiment). Schofield also claims that the quiet 
pathos of the relatives surrounding the simple funeral march of Louis 
Riel's body and his burial in St. Vital may have ended much ill feeling 
as Metis observed sympathetic Englishmen in St. Boniface and St. Vital. 
That most 111 feeling in Manitoba died with Riel's grave in St, Vital 

is a very moot point but one proferred by Mr. Schofield. [F. H. Schofield, 
The Story of Manitoba, I (3 vols: Winnipeg: The S. J. Clarke Publishing 
Co., 1913) p. 322-323,] 


The Laurier-Greenway Compromise. 


The Laurier-Greenway agreement or compromise which brought an 
end to the bitterest period of national debate on the Manitoba schools 
question took the form of an amendment to the Public Schools Act. The 
amendment, which was adopted in March 1897 and which came into force on 
August 1, 1897 permitted religious instruction in the schools after 
3:30 p. m. wherever parents desired it. School trustees could grant 
approval for such “sectarian teaching” upon request of at least ten 
parents or guardians in rural districts or twenty-five parents or 
guardians in villages, towns, or cities. 


The amendment also required that a Roman Catholic teacher be 
hired in any town with forty or more Roman Catholic children or in any 
village or rural area with twenty-five Roman Catholic children. The 
reverse was true for non-Catholic children in an area of Catholic 
majority. Minority language instruction was to take place in addition 
to English wherever ten students in any school spoke that minority 


language. 


The Role of Lieutenant-Governor D. C. Cameron in the Parliament Buildings 
Scandal 1914-15, 


Lieutenant-Governor D, C. Cameron maintained that he had had 
growing suspicions of wrong-doing as regards the parliament buildings 
well in advance of the public outcry, Following the Liberal Party 
memorial to him he met with Premier Roblin who finally announced the 
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establishment of a Royal Commission after talking with the Lieutenant- 
Governor. As Mr. Roblin delayed and tried to have his own appointees 
Placed on the commission the Lieutenant-Governor insisted on his own 
suggestions of members less sympathetic to the government. The Lieutenant- 
Governor also refused to accept the narrow terms of reference designed by 
Mr. Roodlin. Mr. Cameron said of the commission investigation, "Its terms 
should be wide enough to authorize the fullest enquiry as to whether 

there has or has not been a misuse of public moneys, and if there has 

been to clearly fix the responsibility." [Roblin Papers, April 19, 1915 

as contained in John T. Saywell, The Office of the Lieutenant-Governor: 


A Study in Canadian Government and Politics (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1957), pp. 49-53,] 
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SOURCES CONSULTED 


The major sources consulted for this study are listed under 
five separate sections: newspapers, popular periodicals, published 
books and articles in scholarly journals, unpublished works and inter- 
views, 


The newspapers are listed in alphabetic order with the place of 
publication in parentheses whereever it is not obvious from the title of 
the newspaper. The designations: (D), (W), and (8i-W) indicate daily, 
weekly or bi-weekly publication. The dates provided indicate the year 
of the election campaign and for the most part cover the period from 
the date of dissolution until final results are announced after election 
day. More precise dates (for example, November 28, 1874) indicate 
either a cessation of publication or the limits of use by the author, 
Hyphenated dates include campaigns of all years betwen the given dates 
(for example, 1959-1969 includes the 1959, 1962, 1966 and 1969 cam- 
paigns). 


Magazine articles are arranzed in alphabetic order by surnames 
of authors but are subdivided by campaign dates in order to relate 


material to specific elections, hence aiding any future studies, 


The balance of the bibliography follows established formats. 


4 Newspapers 


Brandon Independence (W), 1899. 
Brandon Mail (D), December 19, 1882-1888; (Ww), 1892, 1896. 


Brandon Sun (W), 1886-1896, 

Daily Telegraph (Toronto), 1870-71. 
Deloraine Times and Star (W), 1966. 
Financial Post (W), 1959-1969, 

Flin Flon Daily Miner, 1959 and 1962, 
Gazette (Montreal, D), 1870-71. 

Globe (Toronto, D), 1927 and 1936. 
Globe and Mail (Toronto, D), 1941-1969. 
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Manitoba Free Press (Winnipeg, D), 1874-1927. Becomes Winnipeg Free Press, 
Manitoba Gazette (Winnipeg, W), 1878. 

Manitoba Newsletter (Winnipeg, W), 1870-71. 
Manitoban (Winnipeg, W), 1870-November 21, 1874, 
Neepawa Press (Bi-W), 1959 and 1962, 

Neepawa Register (Ww), 1903. 

New Nation (Fort Garry, W), September, 1870. 
Northern Mail (The Pas, Bi-W), 1945 and 1949, 

Ottawa Citizen (D), January 1871. 

Souris Plaindealer (W), 1945 and 1949, 

Standard (Winnipeg, W), November 28, 1874, 

The Pas Herald (W), 1966. 
Toronto Mail (D), December 31, 1874-January 4, 1875. 
Transcona News (W), 1966. 

Weetern Sun (Brandon, Bi-wW), 1899. 


Winnipeg Daily Times, 1879 and 1882-83, 
Winnipeg Free Press (D), 1932-1969. 
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1922, 


Editorial, Canadian Forum, August, 1922, p. 708. 


Woodsworth, J. S. “The Labour Movement in the West.” Canadian Forun, 
April, 1922, pp. 585-587. 


1927. 


Pickwell, F. C. "The Manitoba Elections." Saturday Night, June 18, 
9927, *perree 


- “The New Leader of Manitoba Liberalism," ,Saturday Night, 
April, 165949027), Bee. 


- 


Turtle, A. J. “Manitoba's New Attorney-General,” Saturday Night, 
June 11, 1927, p. 3. 


1932. 


Herbert, W. R. “Bracken, Butter and Bennett.” Canadian Forum, August, 
1932 ry pp. 408-409, 


Pickwell, F.C. “The Political Battle in Manitoba.” Saturday Night, 
June 11, 1932, p. 3. 
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1936. 


Editorial: "The Late Bob Rogers." Saturday Night, August 1, 1936, p. 3. 
: “Manitoba Elections.” Saturday Night, August 8, 1936, p. 1. 


: "Mr. Willis's Election.” Saturday Night, June 20, 1936, pp. 
1 and 3. 


Pickwell, F. C. "The Manitoba Contest.” Saturday Night, July 25, 1936, 
p. 4, 


"Manitoba Election.” Saturday Night, August 8, 1936, p. 8. 
Wakeman, Albert C. “Left and Right in Politics and Finance." Saturday 
Night, August 1, 1936, p. 17. 


1941. 

Sandwell, B. K. "What Coalition Means in Manitoba." Saturday Night, 
April 26, 1941, p. 17. 

Stewart, Alistair, "The Manitoba Election," Canadian Forum, June, 194, 
pp. 71-73. 

1945. 

Editorial: "Manitoba Election." Saturday Night, October 27, 1945, p. 1. 
: "Outside Orators." Saturday Night, October 20, 1945, p. 3. 


1949, 
Editorials. Saturday Night, October 11, 1949, p. 8 and Novexber 22, 
1949, De ® 


Walker, Frank, “Manitoba: Love that Coalition.” Saturday Night, October 
25, 1949, p. 13. 


1953. 


Comment. Monetary Times, July 1953, PP. 20-21, 


Earl, L. Fe “A Shining Year for Manitoba.” Monetary Times, July, 1953, 
pp. 44 and 46, 


Fraser, Blair. “Social Credit Feels Its Oats," Maclean's Magazine, 
April 15,1953, De 5s 

1958. 

Comments, Monet Times, January, 1958, p. 60; April, 1958, p. 89; and 
June, 1958, pp. 46, 47 and 49, 


Crowe, H. S. “Election Prospects in Manitoba.” Canadian Forum, November, 
1957, pp. 176-177. es 


Editorial, Saturday Night, June 5, 1958, p. 9. 
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Reid, J. H. Stewart. “Tow versus Country in Manitoba Politics." 
Saturday Night, May 25, 1957, pp. 12, 13, 42-43. 


1959. 
Comment, Canadian Labour, April 1959, 


Earl, L. F. “Report on Manitoba: 1958 Was Good Year But 1959 Starts Out 
More Prosperous One.” Monetary Times, June, 1959, pp. 30-43. 


Editorial: “Manitoba Election,” Canadian labour, June, 1959, pp. 7, 27. 


Farquharson, Duart. "The Manitoba Election.” Canadian Commentator, 
June, 1959, PP. 5-6, 


Roblin, Duff. "The Premier Reports on Manitoba," Monetary Times, 
June, 1959, De 29. 
1962, 


Swailes, Donovan. "Manitoba Unions Appeal Changes." Canadian Labour, 
November, 1962, pp. 7-10. 


1966. 


Comment. Monet Times, January, 1966, p. 31. 


McClintock, Peter. "Winnipeg Letter: A Bad Year for Governments.“ 
Saturday Night, August, 1966, pp. 11-13. 


1969. 

Chorney, Harold. "M. D. F.: The NDP Meets Big Business.” Canadian 
Dimension, February-March, 1970, pp. 20-26, 42-46, 

Editorial: "Auto Insurance." Canadian Labour, February, 1969, p. 4. 


Gonick, Cy W. "NDP Victory in Manitoba.” Canadian Dimension, August- 
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